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SLAVE-TRADE, 1780. 
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Witnefs Examined—Joun Barnes, Efq. 


Governor of Senegal from 1763 to 1766. Thirteen 1789+ 


years in Africa, (p. 21). Negro government with 
which he was acquainted, in general, a kind of mixed 
-monarchy. 

There have been flaves in all Africa, as far back 
as he has heard of; they become fo by capture in 
war (not a great proportion, p. 8.), by conviction for 
theft, murder, adultery, witchcraft, alfo for debt. 
Has been told of many by gambling. Polygamy 
univerfally allowed. Witchcraft frequently charged; 
the trial always full and fair, before the elders of 
the town. Underftood principals were put to death, 
_reft of the family made flaves. Does not believe 
it poffible, that crimes fhould have been imputed, 
from the fairnefs and opennefs of the trial. Perfons 
convicted generally fold for the benefit of the parcy 
injured. | 
| A Never 
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Never heard of princes going to war, or breaking 


VvV~™ up villages, to make flaves. Make war there as in 


P84 


P>.10. 


1 Rata fees 


TP ht2. 


other countries. If prifoners cannot ranfom them- 
felves, muft be fold. 

Never knew of kidnapping by blacks; is con- 
fident it would not pafs unpunifhed. 

People in the country poffefs flaves ; fome an ins 
credible number. Believes they have not any power 
over their lives, except prifoners of war in the act 
of capture. 

Great numbers brought by flave-merchants from 
interiour parts. Much trade in flaves to North 
Barbary and Egypt. Neighbourhood of coafts and 
rivers extremely populous. War is very little de-— 
{truétive (as he always underftood from the natives, 
ps 18.) 

Senegal furnifhes from 1000 to 1400 flaves. 

Believes, but for flavery, the laws would be more 
fanguinary. 

Senegal, befides flaves, produces gum; Gambia a 
little bees-wax. Windward coaft afew dying woods ; 
all over the coaft a little ivory. Trade in thefe 
articles could not be increafed ; nothing elfe worth 
mentioning. The country capable of producing all 
Weft Indian products; but the inhabitants too in- 
dolent to cultivate them. . Does not believe it prac- 
ticable to obtain thofe products from thence. 

Not worth while to bring down ivory, but when 
carried by flaves. Very fine cotton grown for home 
ufe; could never obtain any great quantity. 

Knows the coaft to the river Sherbro; no landing 
heavy goods, except within the rivers; believes no 
fafe landing between Sherbro and Benin; all open 
coaft for 300 or 400 leagues. Between Benin and 
Bonny, 40 or 50 leagues; fome {mall rivers in which 
a landing may be made. 

The prince who can fell the flave, can certainly 
require labour of him. 

Increafing the number of cultivators of cotton, 
would proportionably increafe the produce, 

: If 
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If European goods could not be had for flaves, 1789. 


5 


the princes would be induced to require labour of “Yu 


their people’; but is confident could not fo obtain 
goods; becaufe cotton only would bear the carriage ; 


and vegetation liable to be deftroyed by locutts. gullP: 13. 


property infecure, from the imperfection of govern- 


ment. . Chiefs averfe to attempt induftry: does notP. 14. 


believe the prince could fecure the produce of the 
lands diftant from the towns. 

The people have each their little diftriéts for the 
year only; the property as fecure as it can be ina 
very loofe and imperfect government. 

Theft punifhed generally by fine, as far as the va- 
lue of the perfon of the thief, (fometimes 10 or 20 
faves, p. 17, OF 30, p. 20.) 


The mines, he has heard, are confidered as depofitP. 14. 


of facred treafure, to be had recourfe to only on par- 
ticular occafions: fpeaks particularly of Galam, and 
believes the fame of Bambarena. 

etween Senegal and Gambia, the women (even 
of the higheft fituations, p. ) amufe themfelves 
with {pinning cotton of their own growth.  Profefied 
weavers (fometimes their own flaves, p. ) weave 


the cloth for hire. No other mechanicks but fmiths, P. 


who make coarfe hammers, adzes, and gold ear-rings 
for the ladies. Houfes of reeds, or mud thatched. 
Nobility and free people ranked between the prince 
and the labourer. No improvement in civilization 
during his 13 years refidence. Obftructions to it 
the fame as among the American favages. When in 
Africa, during the war of 1756, fewer fhips arrived, 
flaves were confequently cheaper. Underftood that 
thofe which remained on hand were fent to North 


Barbary and Egypt; no attempt was made to fetP, 


them at work. The flave-trade always carried on 
openly between fhips and the natives. | 

In 1758 and 1761 (p. 27) very terrible mortality 
occurred in two King’s fhips (the London, buls; 
the Union, hoy; and Goree, floop, p. 27) at Sene- 
gal, while he was there; infomuch that they were 
| 2 forced 
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forced to man them with hired negroes, of which 


w-vy~ there are great numbers at Senegal. (p. 20.) 


Pe ove. 


Pp. 1Qe 


P20, 


In merchant-men mortality greateft when up 
rivers; on open coaft as healthy as other fhips be- 
tween the Tropics. 

Slaves in Africa pretty well treated; allowed to 
marry, but with their mafter’s confent; punifhed for 
flight offences with ftripes at difcretion; children 
well treated. For greater crimes generally fold as 
flaves, with confent of their fellow-fervants; fpeaks 
of the practice, not the right of the mafter; believes 
it a practice of prudence; for were he to treat his 
flaves arbitrarily or cruelly, he would lofe them by 
defertion. 

Wars very irregular. Bufh-fighting. About 10 
leagues inland they ufe fire-arms, furnifhed by the 
Europeans and Moors; beyond that, bows; and 
every where the javelin. 

The people of North Barbary come and buy flaves, 
and carry them back a diftance of 10 degrees; a great 
part of that diftrict an uninhabited defart, taking 
provifions with them, even water. Houfe-flaves 
never fold but for crimes. Slaves near the coaft, who 
fee Europeans, do not conceive the transfer from 
African to European flavery to be a hardfhip; they 
know where they are going, and for what purpofe; 
the only hardfhip is the being feparated from their 
family. But flaves from interior parts are terrified 
at being put into the hands of people of different 
colour, not knowing for what purpofe,—Afked, if 
the being fold to the Europeans, be not confidered 
as a hardfhip; has the dread of it any effect in pre- 
venting crimes ?—-Replied, only where they have a 
family; and the fhame of tranfportation, though 
they do not dread it, is ftill a punifhment. (p. 30.) 
Does not think domeftic attachments are fo ftrong, 
as where polygamy is not allowed. 

Were the flave-trade abolifhed by the Britifh, the 
African princes might nq doubt be fupplied with 

. : | Kuropean 
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European goods by other Europeans carrying on 1789. 
the trade. Lens pd 

Believes, that while it is poffible for thole princes 
to get European goods for flaves, through any chan- 
nel, they would not be induced to acquire them by 
the improved induftry of their fubjects, | 

His evidence, when he mentions Senegal, relates 
to that only. In his general evidence, his meaning 
goes as far as he has been, on the Windward coait, 
as far as Sherbro. 

About half the flaves exported from Senegal,P. 27. 
natives of the coaft; and half from the interior 
country. 

The making flaves in the lower country, fell 
more within his knowledge. He had the mode of 
making flaves in the interior country from hear-fay, 
from the moft refpeétable travellers through thofe 
countries (generally priefts, p. 23.) who gave him 
no information about their government, materiallyP, 22, 
different from that of the fea coaft, with which he 
was acquainted, - 

Has underftood, criminals, in interior countries, 
are tried by the elders openly. Does not undertake 
to fay, there are no unjuft convictions; but believes 
juftice is generally fairly adminiftered. The judge 
has no advantage in the iffue of trials. 

Conceives the interior countries, of which he 
fpeaks, to be the fame with thofe which furnifh flaves 
to the reft of the coaft, as faras Benin, namely, Bam- P. 23. 
batena; cc, 0): 

Has underftood, that many flaves from thofe coun- 
tries, are prifoners of war; they never told him of 
perfons being kidnapped, 

The caufes he has mentioned, as preventing the 
exportation of provifions, apply to the countries be- 
tween, aud bordering on, Senegal and Gambia. A 
little rice is raifed by the natives in thofe countries, 
but more toward Sherbro. Has always known rice 
purchafed by the fhips; though fometimes they find 
4t difficult to get enough, 
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The little gold which is bought by the Europeans, 


Vv™ Is got in fed mines; and, upon the Gold Coaft, he 


Bea. 


Os. 


P. 276 


underftood it was collected by wafhing the fant in 
rivulet. The mines belongs to the diftriéts, and are 
under the controul of the prince and the prieft. The 
gold is bought with European goods, but always ex- 
pended again on the coaft. 

During t the war, the number of fhips to Africa 
was leffened ; but the demand for African produce, 
gold, wax, ivory, and cam-wood, was always very 
oreat 5 in the pooreft ftate of the trade, infinitely 
oreater than the fupply. 

The flaves are employed in inland commerce and 
agriculture. 

Is confident prifoners of war, and conviéts, would 
not be put to raife cotton, if they were not fold to 
the Europeans. Does not believe the abolition of 
the flave trade would make any difference in the 
people’s induftry. 

There are no public roads; many horfes between 
Senegal and Gambia, but they are never ufed for 
draft or burden. lLand-carriage is totally imprac- 
ticable. 

Never heard of any rice fouthward of the Wind- 
ward Coatt. 

In Senegal and Gambia, the flaves of black maf- 
ters are very well fed (except in famines) with corn, 
flefh and fifh. They are not worked for any regular 
time, nor conftantly, and never under the whip. 

There is no landing-place between Sherbro and 
the Bite of Benin, fit for landing and fhipping goods, 
without great danger. A ereat deal of lave trade 
in that diftance. At the feveral faGtories there are 
landing-places, but very unfafe ones. He has heard 
the anchorage is fafe on all that coaft. Has never 
heard of fhips being loft by ftrefs of weather on the 
Gold Coait; becaufe the wind is always along, or 
off fhore. For the fame reafon fhips can put to fea 
at pleafure, 
senegal 
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Senegal is now in the hands of the French, and 1789. 
we have no accefs to it. oe AE 

All he fays of the Gold Coaft, is from informa- P, 28. 
tion. ; 

He has not feen an inftance of the Tetanus. 

For the reafons why fewer females than males are 
fent out of Africa, he refers to his evidence before 
the Privy Council. . 

The punifhment for adultery attaches both on theP. 29. 
man and the woman. 

Men have wives in proportion to their quality andP. 3o. 
opulence. The firft wife bearing a child, is confider- 
ed asthe chiefone. Believes the marriage ceremony 
takes place with every wife. 

Knows the Moors on the northern fhore of the 
Senegal do not crols the river to catch the negroes. 
Afferts this, from his intimate knowledge of the 
country, and correfpondence with the chiefs, page 32. 

The African owner holds one defcription of flaves 
as merchandize; another, the domeftic, he cannot 
fell but for crimes. 

The Africans are fond of European goods, only P. 31. 
as far as their neceflities require. 

In the earlier period of the African trade, beads, 

é&c. were much ufed, but it is now generally reduced 
to a demand for neceffaries. He is moft confident, 
the natives would rather go without thofe goods, 
than raife produce to procure them. 

Trials for witchcraft generally fecret. He does 
not know of any fair trial for it. 

Does not believe it is the practice to afk thofe whoP, 32. 
offer flaves for fale, how they procured them, | 

Between Senegal and Gambia, the inhabitants 
wear clothing, chiefly of their own manufacture, and 
of cotton of theirown growth. He never knew them 
have more cotton than they want. With great pains 
he never could get more than a few pounds. He 
might have obtained a few cloths at a very high 
price. Has known two cloths, 3 yards long, 14 
yard wide, valued at two flaves, ‘They are very fel- P, 39, 
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1789. dom an article of fale, hence their dearnefs, The na- 
w>p~ tives manufacture them for themfelves. Believes 


their high price arifes chiefly from the indolence of 
the people. The pooreft female flave may have two 
coarfe cloths, which may ferve her for a year. They 
never wear more than two at a time; one over the 
fhoulders, and one round the waift. The opulent 
will have changes; but does not think the confump- 
tion exceeds two for each “year! y. Women of the 
higheft Se onsaee fpin, alfo their flaves. Profefled 
weavers, omnetimes their own flaves, weave it. Does 
not believe the cick who, by their mafter’s com- 
mand; n ranufacture the cloths; would, if er red, 

raife cotton, Itis the labour of women antdce hil 
except the weaving. 

«Has never known women do field-work ; fpeaks 
this of the country between Senegal and Gam- 
bia. 

Very little wood got from that country. He 
once imported fome very bad ebony, and loft by it; 
alfo fome coarfe mahogany, dearer than it would 
have been here. Knows much ebony could not be 
got. Believes more mahogany might; but not at 
a faleable price. He has not known wood import- 
ed ri that part before he did it. Thinks 
he has heard, that the African company made 
an unfucce (sful attempt of this kind. The wood 
he imported was sie cut down by the fea- 
men, and fome of it by the flaves of a white trader. 
Dees not believe thofe flaves would have obeyed 
es pee had he ordered them to cultivate cot- 
ton; becaufe the one is only a fervice of fhort dura- 
siete to which they would have fubmitted, to eratify 
him. Were the cutting of wood conftait, they 
would not do that neither 

The native fmiths, free or flaves, male’ a> el umfy 
hoe, axe and knife. There are iron ores in Galam; 
pee high lands of S. Leone, feemed entirely iron 

; but the natives know not its ufe. 


Is 
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Is not clear, but beli¢ves that the natives, both p99, 
free and flaves, raife rice. ‘The fame countries pro- Gayay 
duce rice and-cotton. The flaves obey their matters 
in raifing both, as far as is neceffary to the family. 

Rice (which grows by the water edge, p. 36.) is 
brought to the fhips in canoes, 


Witnefs examined,—Ricuarp Mites, Efq. 


Was eighteen years and a half in the company’sP. 3%, 
fervice on the Gold Coatt, from 1765 to 1784. For 
the firft ten years commanded at molt of the fubor- 
dinate pofts. For the laft feven lived at Cape Coat | 
Caftle, and commanded the whole ; was ablent about 
twenty-fix months of that time. 

Gold Coaft extends from Cape La Hou, to the 
River Volta, about 400 miles. 

Fas been at Senegal, Goree, Gambia, and Sierra 
Leone. | | 

Underftood the Gold Coaft language perfectly. PP. 38, 

His evidence confined to the water-fide; knows 
nothing of the interior country ; except once, when 
he was twenty miles inland; does not believe he was 
ever five miles from the coaft. 

The Gold Coaft generally petty flates; knows but 
of one defpotic monarchy there at Apellonia, which 
may be eight or ten miles of coaft, (p. 47.) | 

Believes flavery has been prattifed in thofe coun- 
tries for centuries. 

The Fantees on the water-fide provide near one-P, 39, 
fourth of the flaves purchafed by us on the Gold : 
Coaft ; the other three-fourths from inland (p. 41.) 

_ believes the whole from 7 to 8000, | 
5 Slaves 
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Slaves are fold by black brokers to Europeans. 

They are made flaves for theft, debr, adultery, and 
witchcraft. They have as fair trials, according to 

the laws, as elfewhere. ‘Trials for witchcraft are ge- 

nerally in the night; but, from generally feeing ‘all 
fatisfied, except the culprits, concludes the trials 
fair. Cannot fay there are no exceptions; believes 
many; knows fome. Principals in witchcraft are 
facrificed; the reft generally fold. Commonly the 
whole family fuffer flavery ;. but here alfo are fome 
exceptions. 

The pynims, judges or elders, in the defpotic 
country, are ue dependant on the king’s will, 
than on other parts of the coaft. 

Convicts fold for the benefit of the injured. Has 
known thoufands of debtors fold for the benefit of 
creditors. Does not think crimes imputed to make 
flaves ; unlefs witchcraft comes under that defcrip- 
tion. Judges have a fee at inftituting fuits; but 
believes they have no benefit from convictions. 

Thinks wars unfrequent ; but where they happen, 
prifoners may be fold. But he generally found that 
on fkirmifhes (for he admits not wars) between 
ies the difference is made up by mediation, and 

the prifoners exchanged ; except that a man or fa- 
mily caufing a quar rel, is fold. 

Some have gold in confiderable quantities; but a 
man, a “of his property, fpeaks of his flaves; 
every thing elfe is fecondary. 

Does not know he ever heard the word kidnap-. 
ping mentioned out of this country. It cannot be 
practifed to any extent, without certain detection ; 
for the natives have one general language, and the 
brokers have daily intercourfe with the fhipping. 
Hence a kidnapped flave on board would tell his 
cafe to the brokers, who, from intereft and regard 
to the laws, would find out the offender. 

Has-no doubt human facrifices are generally prac- 
tifed ; has had occular proof of it; many thoulands 
are 
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It 


are facrificed at great mens funerals; (to which fuch 1789. 
facrifices are chiefly confined, p. 63.) every one who y~ 


knows the language, know this to be general. 

Knows of no acts of oppreffion, but by the king of 
Apollonia; nor of any committed by the Euro- 
peans, unlefs in one or two inftances ; in which he 
believes the offenders have been punifhed in this 
country. ~ | 

Skirmifhes, fo far from increafing the number of 
flaves, the prifoners are generally exchanged. 


Thinks the Gold Coatt lefs favourable to culturep, 49, 


than any other part; except a fmall part between 
Accra and the river Volta. 


Very fmali quantities of gold and ivory, he con-P, 44, 


ceives, could be procured. A fhip of 10> tons 
would carry twice as much ivory as the Gold Coaft 
affords in a year (p. 60.) A very fmall boat would 
carry ‘all the gold that could be got. 

When a broker has flaves, he generally endeavours 
to get ivory forthem to bring down. 

No navigable river on the Gold Coaft, except the 
fall one at Chama, a Dutch fettlement; and he is 
doubtful, if even its mouth will admit veffels. What 
little he has feen of the country is an impenetrable 
wood, 

Moft of the landings at the forts are very dange- 
rous from the furf.. He knows of no bay or har- 
bour capable of admitting a thip of burden; fhips 
generally lie two or three miles from fhore; con- 
ceives this would be a great drawback on the value 
of produce fhipped. 

Should be forry to attempt to colonize that coun- 
try; the natives, and, {till more the climate, would 
oppofe you. 

Never ‘knew the Gold Coaft produce grain or 
cotton for exportation, except Indian corn fold to 
the fhips: the quantity depends on that of the pro- 
vifions they carry from Europe. ‘The corn to the 
windward is different. 
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Never knew of dye-wood on the Gold Coaft; can3 
not {ay there is none; but thinks if there had been 
any tome of-it would have paffed through his hands, 
Wood grows there much like wainfcot, 

While he was there, the Dutch, Danes, and 

Portugueze, a few French, and a very confiderable 
number of Americans, traded for flaves. The French 
had then no fettlement there; underftands they now 
have, or are building one; but their trade there is 
now confiderable, not with the natives, but with our 
ines The Americans traded very confiderably on 

hat analts on the firft going, and till the war. Un- 
derftands that they have taken it up again; and that 
feveral of their fhips are now there, chiefly from 
Bofton; but he doubts not they will foon have fhips 
from other ports. 

The Slave-Trade might certainly be attempted 
to be refumed, if it were given up for a few years; 
but he thinks it would be very impolitick to relin- 
Hoh it. 

The climate is generally very fatal to Europeans; 
though -he enjoyed his health. Believes thofe on 
fhore are more unhealthy than thofe on board fhip. 

Believes land is generally fo plenty, that every one 
takes what he likes, and is not invaded till he reaps 
his crop. 

In moft towns, on the Gold Coaft, there is a 
zh ilaver-houfe, or Court of Juftice, where the judges 

r elders (few under the age of 60 or 70) hear the — 
ee openly, for theft and adultery. But he con- 
ceives the trial for witchcraft to be a fort of fecret 
religious bufinefs, which they conceal. Only a very 
few are fold for witchcraft. 

Not one in 100 of the flaves SRP BreH are natives 
of Apollonia. The late king took more pleafure in 
killing than felling his flaves; he was a great war- 
rior and moniter; he was many yeatshats mar with 
the Dutch, ole attempted to take his country, 
which he ceded to us in 1765; believes many 
thoufands were loft on both fides, 
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He does not believe affection 1s very predominant 1789. 
in the brea{ts of the negroes; but rather otherwife; — wv 
can give no particular reafon. He is fure they doP. 48. 
not look upon exile as the greateft calamity; is 
certain that they do not expect to be facrificed inP-. 49- 
the Weft-Indies. 

Thinks they would have the fame right to oppofe 
a fettlement on their land, as a Welt-India planter 
would on his. 

Never knew a fingle inftance of feizing their 

erfons. 

All his live and dead ftock was bought from the 
natives. 

Rice and millet do not grow on the Gold Coaft. 
Thinks the freemen on the water-fide may be to the 
flaves annually exported frdm the water-fide as 100 
to one; (p. 51.) fuppofes the flaves exported from 
the water-fide are moftly domeftics. 

Often a convict’s family redeem him with a flave;P. so, 
if not, he is fold. That flave is from the inland 
country ; of whom moft people of confequence have 
fome. A towns-man on the coaft, to redeem his 
fon, &c. if he cannot get a flave any other way, 
will buy one from the Europeans. | 

The women moftly cultivate the land, and do the 
houfe drudgery; the men are chiefly fifhermen, 
fome are huntfinen; but fifh is the great article of - 
trade, : oi. 

He knows not of any manufacture on the Gold 
Coaft. In moft villages there is an aukward fort of 
a blackimith, their only tradefman. In the towns 
the Europeans have fhops; the natives none. 

Believes a convici’s family are not ‘old, exceptP, ox 
for witchcraft. , : 

He confiders domeftic flaves as freemen, from 
having all their advantages; but it is difficult to 
afcertain who the domeftic flaves in a family are. 

Gueffes there might be more than one,two, orP, 52. 
three villages, with 3 or 4000 inhabitants, within 
five miles of his refidence. 
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The brokers generally fell the flaves from the 
inland parts, who make 3 of the whole, as foon as 
they can, to fave expenfe of feeding and rifk of 
mortality. They do not employ: them. The other 3 5 
are generally fold juft after they are made flaves, &c. 
He has known brokers keep flaves-on hand, to raife 
the price. Convicts are generally confined till fold. 

He who receives a flave, in exchange for a con- 
vict, may ufe him as he pleafes; he may fell him to 
the Europeans, or incorporate Din among his do- 
meftics; fuppofes fuch are generally fold to the 
fhipping. 

For debt and adultery, it is common, and fome- 
times for theft, to exchange another flave for him 
condemned. Believes it is ftipulated, that an adul- 
terer, with the king’s, or a great man’s wife, fhall 
not live in the country. 

Convicts for witchcraft are nee put to death, 
as victims, immediately after the fentence. There 
is very little opportunity of knowing what pafles in 
thofe cafes: but he generally underltood, that they 
put one, or more to death, to appeafe the injured. 
‘The number fold or killed for witchcraft is very 
trifling. Trials for witchcraft being fecret, in the — 
night, their fituation can be known only from the 
fellers, or the conviéts, who, not confidering it dif- 
graceful, make no fecret of what they were fold for. 

It is not the practice to afk the feller, or the lave, 
what was his crime;. he fhould not have afked it, 
had he known the language. Thofe of inland ffaaees 
are d ifferent, 2 and wholly unintelligible to Europeans. 

Having often miffed a man or woman out of a 
town, he. hes been told by the town’s people, they 

had been condemned for witchcraft. Witchcraft © 
attaching to the whole family, none of that family 
remain to redeem the convict: but believes it 1s not 
unuiual for fome of the younger children to be fpared. 
Perfons fo condemned, are fold under exprefs agree- 
ment, that they fhall not be put on thore again, 
Should the European redeem fuch, he would faster 


very 
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very materially. Being confidered as dangerous, 14789. 
they are generally hurried out of the country the -w~ 
moment after conviction. He has not a doubt, that, P, 57. 
in the total abfence of fhipping, they would all 
fuffer death. ' 
Few of the 2000 flaves furnifhed by the coaft are 
prifoners of war. The Fantees, on the water-fide, 
were in peace almoft all his time. There was a 
ferious war between the Fantees and Afhantees, the 
two molt powerful nations we know of, fhortly after 
his arrival, for a year or more. It was an inland 
war, caufed, he believes, by the Afhantees withing 
for part of the coaft, thinks he can confidently fay, 
it was not cauled or prolonged for making flaves; it 
feemed to put a {top to the fale of flaves. Believes, 
in the fkirmifhes near his refidence, the prifoners 
were redeemed in 19 cafes out of 20. | 
- Conceives that many are fold for theft, fewer for 
‘adultery, and the feweft for debt. 
- Three-fourths of the whole are not confined; 
being from inland, the black broker is not afraid of 
their deferting. ‘The men of the other one-fourth 
have their wriits faftened toa log 25 or 3olb. weight. 
The natives like European goods very weil; but 
do not like to pay too dear for them, preferring their 
own gold, 3 3 
Has generally found fo little induftry in them, P. 59. 
that he thinks, they would not endeavour to raife 
produce, to procure European goods; but he does 
not affert this as fact. hough the fhips buy all the 
corn for fale, yet many are obliged to make up what 
they want, at the neighbouring iflands, This de- 
mand is pretty certain; the natives know the number 
of European fettlers, and of fhips expeGted. If they 
were difpoted to induftry, he knows of no market 
for the corn, and the few vegetables they raife. 
Near the water-fide it is very rocky; except fomeP. 60, 
fpots, Where he was, (once 20 miles inland) the 
foil is fo rocky, that 1t could not produce much elfe 
| than 
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than Indian corn. There is no inland water coms 
munication, no beafts of burden, (p. 61.) and the 
fhipping of bulky articles, except at one feafon of 
the vear, would be very dangerous and expenfive. 

Suppofes the inhabitants would not be fond of 
employing the native flaves and thofe for fale in 
agriculture. It would be as dangerous as fo em- 
ploying convicts in England (p. 6', 65, 68.) 

They have all their clothing from Europe; not 
a yard of cloth is made on the Gold coaft. To 
leeward of the river Volta, he underitands, they 
ufe indigo; (and bring it to great perfection, p. 
70) but not that he remembers on the Gold Coaft. 

Believes he faw 3 or 4 Arabian hories while he 
was there. He imported hoifes, but they did not 
live. 

For the laft 10 vears of his refidence, he faw al- 
moft every fhip fail, (that had finifhed her bufinefs, 
p. 63.) When a fhip happened to fail at night, 
it was to take the benefit of an early land-wind, 
but moft fhips fail from 5 to 11 A. M, (p. 64.) 

He is confiderably concerned in the Slave- Trade: 
fhould have faid that at firft, had he not been con- 
vinced, that it would not influence his evidence. 

Ifa cloth 2 yards fquare is calied clothing, they 
are all clothed. 

Families generally plant corn and a few vegetables, 
which, with fifh (a great article of their trade) form 
the chief of their food. 

Moft freemen in the towns have 2, 3, or more 
{laves, who cut fire-wood' for the fhipping, by their 
order. Ifa flave of his difobeyed him, he fold him; 
and fuppofes a free native would do the fame. 

The factory flaves and their forefathers have been 
handed down from time to time; and now are motft- 
ly born flaves. 

The Gold Coaft produces cotton, which might be 
cultivated; but it would be difficult to get the na- 
tives todo it, He planted the only pieces of cot- 

ton 


AFRICA. Mites. i7 


ton he ever faw there, which might be the fize of the 178g. 
floor of this houfe. The natives would not gather “ww 
it, though offered ten times its value. Doubtlets they 
received for flaves the fame articles he offered. 

Does not fuppofe his having redeemed fome flaves 
from facrifice, had much effect on the practice; it 
leffened the number in that inftance. 

Fias generally heard fuits for witchcraft haveP, 64. 
taken place on the fudden unaccountable death of 
the flave’s mafter or miftrefs. 

Cannot fuppofe couples are fo conftant there, as 
where aman has only one wife. If wives have money 
to pay the forfeit, they cenerally follow their inclina- 
tions. Men and women convicted of adultery, re- 
deem themfelves, or forfeit liberty. Says, from muchP, 6s, 
experience, as many females as males could not be 
had. He has bought fome hundreds—fome thou- 
fands. | 

He never buried to flaves, young and old. 
_ Cannot fay, whether the free natives are fubject 
to Tetanus. 

They have no punifhment that he knows of, but 
death and flavery, (p. 69.) 

No doubt the large canoes which carry off flaves, 
might carry off produce. 

The land may-be cultivated; but this removes 
not the general inconvenience of the rocks. DoesP. 66. 
not fuppole roooth part of the land capable of pro- 
_ ducing corn, yams, &c. is cultivated. Cotton will 
grow there, and does grow wild. Rice has often 
been unfuccefsfully tried; it is peculiar to another 
part of Africa. 
_ Believes flaves generally require mafters at their 
heels ; and fo would free men. 

Admits his evidence before the Privy Council as 
fact (p. 71.) ) P, 67.6 

It often happens that 1 flave in a lot of 8 or 10 is 
refufed, for fome little defe&, though otherwife 
ftrong. He has generally found fuch importunate 
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1789. to be bought, and endeavouring to fhow himfelf as 
wey capable of labour as the relt. Generally nine- 
tenths of all he has bought feemed pleafed at ex- 


, changing Black for White mafters. Believes their 
| _ P. 68. joy arifes from removing from a fituation, where they 
think their lives in danger, from being fubfervient 


to their mafter’s will. Mafters put flaves to death 

in their rites; and probably in cafes unknown to 

Europeans. He cannot fpeak to the caufe fo well 

as to the fact. 

| P.69. | The Europeans are, at all times, ready to buy 

flaves offered to them. 

| An inland country, between Accra and the river 

WW Volta, makes a trifling number of cloths, which 
being brought to Accra, may have given rife to the 
idea that they are made there. 

P.79. Has been told by judges that the wild indigo, 
between Accra and the river Volta, is very inferiour 
to that of other parts. | 

Mr. Bages’s evidence is a mere burlefque of the 
cultivation of Africa. He admits that from Accra 
to the river Volta is level and more fertile than the 
reft of the Gold Coaft; the difference between that and 
other parts of Africa defcribed by him very ftriking ; 

P. 71. but thinks Mr. Baggs paints it in too high colours. 

May have ftated that indigo grew wild about 
Accra; but remembers not to have faid, it was in 
ufe,; nor has he feen in the book (viz. The Privy 
Council Report) that part of his evidence. If there 
ftated, as part of his evidence, he does not recollect 
having feen it. Certainly had an opportunity of re- 
vifing the minutes. 

P.72. Does not know that princes keep women to breed 

i flaves for fale. 
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Witnefs Examined— Knox, 


Has been between 7 and 8 years commander of 1789. 
an African fhip (firft as mafter 1782, p. 77.)—not_ -w 
now—but likely to be again. About an equal time P. 736 
furgeon of an African fhip. Is acquainted with the 
Windward Coaft, more particularly, the Grain 
Coaft, and Angola. Five or fix voyages on the 
Windward Coatt, the laft for 33 months. 

Governments on the Grain Coaft are fmall fo-P. 74, 
cieties very loofely joined, where a few, for fafety, 
find it convenient to affemble for bufinefs. Each is 
the king and prieft of his houfe, and is refpected ac- 
cording to his wealth. ‘Thefe judge of crimes, and 
are entitled to refpect when affembled (p. 85.) He 
knows of no law binding them to mutual defence. 
Hence depredations are general. Such is the loofe 
government there. 

The Grain Coaft extends from Sherbro to Cape 
Palmas. , 

As far as he has feen, a very {mall way inland, 
it is very populous indeed. 

It is very low, and, in the rains, much of it over- 
flowed. Apprehends it is unhealthy. 

Slavery is univerfal (fee p. 76.) The flaves very 
numerous fometimes. Bought by Europeans from the P. 75. 
native brokers between thofe who bring them from 
inland and the fhips. He apprehends nine-tenths 
of the flaves come from inland, the other one-tenth 
from the {mall diftriét on the beach. That one- 
tenth made flaves for adultery, witchcraft, theft, and 
fometimes debt, and prifoners of war. Believes do- 
mefticks are not fold but for crimes. 

Trials are fair and open, except thofe for witch- 
craft, which are fecret. Other crimes are generally 
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punifhed by flavery; but the principals, in witch- 


way~ craft, are generally ftrangled and then burnt. The 
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reft of the family are made flaves. 

The north of the river Sherbro produces cam- 
wood; the fouth, malaguetta pepper; the whole 
rice, and fome little ivory. 

Has made 3 voyages to Angola, and always lived 
on fhore. 

That part of Angola we trade to, governed by a 
king, under many fevere reftrictions. 

Slaves fent from Angola, like moft other places, 
generally come from inland; the reft from the king- 
dom on the beach. ‘They become flaves for the 
fame crimes, as in other parts. Trials fair and 
open before the princes of the blood, fometimes the 
king. The party ageorieved has the benefit of con- 
victs. It is the fame on the Grain Coaft. 

The part of Angola we trade to is very {mall. In 
a larger fenfe, it takes in Loango St. Paul’s, and ex- 
tends about 5 degrees. 

It produces red or barwood, and a little ivory: 
knows of nothing elfe. A very few fhips have been 
in the barwood trade: believes in nothing elfe. 

In his firft voyage as matter (of the Fairy of 
Liverpool; p. 103) in 1782, had 45 men, more 
than one-half Jandmen: feamen not then to be got. 
Out between 6 and 7 months, Loft none. Had 
450 negroes on board, of whom he loft 17 or 18. 
Tons 10%, perhaps more. Yoyage was to Angola 
and Tortola (where arrived June 1783, p. 103.) 
Second voyage in fame fhip to Angola and Dominica. 
Out about 14 months, more than 7 on the coaft, 
from the number of Frenchmen then there. Crew 
33 or or 34: remembers not going to fea, but that 
more than one-half (always one-half, p. 79.) were 
landmen. Loft 4 of fevers. Purchafed about 320 
negroes, and loft near 40, from the length of the 
purchafe, and the want of their natural food, which 
that country never affords for negroes exported. 
Third voyage in the fame fhip, to C, Mount, on the 
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Grain Coaft, and Dominica. Had 34 men. Sent 1789. 
the fhip off, with 25 of the men he took out, after ~~ 
he had been 17 months on the coaft. He was in all 
33 months: 3 were officers who ftaid with him, 3 were 
loft in craft, and 3 died of fevers. Left the coait, 
as captain of a fhip (Lark of Liverpool, p. 104.) 
Jan. 1788. Had on board 290 negroes, and loft 1. 
(Arrived in W. Indies, Feb. 1788, p. :04.) 
Believes heavy articles cannot be fhipped or land-P. 80. 
ed, on the Windward Coait, from the heavy, con- 
ftant, and univerfal furf. Rice is brought gene- 
rally in very fmall bafkets, in canoes, and is very 
generally wet. He often could not get enough of 
rice. 
Knows of no dye-woods near C. Mount. River 
Sherbro produces much camwood, and no where 
elfe, that he knows, in the diftrict. Wax here un- 
known: the whole produces fome ivory, malaguetta 
pepper in one part, and rice over the whole, Thinks 
our market overftocked with camwood and bar- 
wood. Apprehends it impoffible to extend the 
ivory trade in this place. 
On the Wood Coaft eaft of Sherbro there is noP. 81. 
river where a boat of 4 or 5 feet water could go 12 
miles up. 
Never knew nor heard of kidnapping. | 
Slaves on board are, moft affuredly, treated hu- 
manely. Rice is a principal article of their food on 
the Windward Coatt, alfo caffada, palm-oil, many 
glutinous herbs, pepper; on the coaft often fifh. 
When rice enough cannot be got, fhips carry out 
beans and ftock-fifh; and from Africa, palm-oil, 
pepper, fheep, goats, fowls. The beans are gene- 
‘rally fplit, but has feen them otherwife. Never 
knew flaves on board without plenty of food. It is 
almoft the fole employment of the officers to ferveP, 82. 
‘them. The natives of Angola live on caffada, fith, 
and a little Indian corn. Angola affording no food, 
fhips always carry out beans, and he always called 
. at 
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at the Wood Coaft for rice, when to be got (fee 


my~ p. 93.) Never faw the negroes want water on the 


pafflage. Ships from the Windward Coaft fometimes 
water at S. Leone; though all fhips employ the na- 
tives to bring water. ‘They conitantly take about 
one gallon per head per day, for two months, but 
gencrally 10 weeks, from the Windward Coaft, 
The paffage being more certain from Angola, lefs 
water is fuppofed iufficient. 

The men are generally in irons (a right and left 
leg and arm, p. 85) the women never. (This is the 
cafe in moft fhips, p. 106.) Many take off the irons 
only when they reach the W. Indies. Others, of 
whom he was one, when they leave the coatft, (fee 
Pp. 109.) 

Generally fhips can only fail very early in the 
morning when the land breeze blows. They may 
fail along the G. Coaft; but cannot well get from 
it any other time. A fignal for failing always flying 
3 or 4. weeks before. A few mornings before failing, 
a gun is daily fired. The natives know thefe fignals. 

In good weather, the flaves are on deck all day, 
and the grown ones below at night. Many of the 
younger ones run where they pleafe night and day. 
Never fuppofed one died from crowding. Trade- 


wind, they go from under the gratings to keep 


from cold. 

Every attention is paid to the fick. For his 6 
voyages as furgeon he vifited them 3 or 4 times in 
the night. All fhips are amply fupplied with me- 
dicines, fago, wine, &c.. Cleanlinefs, fumigations, 
&c. and above all, frefh air fupplied. 

Never knew repellents ufed to make flaves up for 
fale. (Never ufed them himfelf, nor heard of their 
being ufed, p. 110.) The whites’ health particularly 
attended to. The greateft mortality falls on land- 
men from being unfeafoned to the country. 

Saw no manutactures on Windward Coaft, but a 
few fleeping mats. Some chiefs wear clothes from 
a country they cannot defcribe. In Angola they 
make 


Poo A ee ae be ; <a st PRIN Sin 
a) os Woe pon WE es Sil tee et 


AFRICA. 


make a {mall grafs-cloth, the medium of trade, alfo 1789. 
a few caps and pipes curioufly formed. A fhip load —~~ 
would not fetch sl. in England. Apprehends few 
of them could be procured. 
- Bias often heard that a very few flaves from in- 
land are prifoners of war. On the coaft war alwaysP. 85. 
deftroys the flave-trade. Never heard they were 
made or prolonged for making flaves. 
The firft voyage one man left him in the Weft 
Indies. The fecond voyage alfo one, and four died, 
In moft fhips you may ftand upright under the 
gratings, in, others all over the fhip. In very {mall 
fhips often not above four feet. His thip 5 feet 10 
inches, under the gratings 6 feet 1o inches, with 
platforms all round nearly in the middle between theP. 86. 
decks, about 2 feet 11 inches from each, quite full 
of flaves. 
Slaves who fpeak the fame language are chained 
together. Recollects not an inftance to the contra- 
ry. (fee p. 106.) 
Never faw it neceflary to force the flaves to dance. 
_ Thinks, but for the negroes, no ivory would comeP, 87, 
down, and that all we receive, and for which we give 
every encouragement, would not pay carriage, inde- 
pendent of the negroes. J 
The natives, no doubt, with for our goods. Near 
the beach, making no cloth, they are always clothed 
from Europe. Guns, powder, fpiritss and tobacco, 
from habit, may be reckoned neceffaries. 
Ivory is their only article that could be ufeful to 
us. Some mats and cloths have been imported, but 
never fetched a price. Believes more of them might 
be produced, but not ivory. Apprehends rice could 
not be greatly cultivated; for the quick vegetation 
makes the labour of clearing land alinoft incredible. 
No doubt fome of the foil might be applied to many Pp, gg, 
articles of produce. Much is now uncultivated. | 
Mott generally the flaves in his fhip had room to 
lie on their backs — fometimes not. In molt of laft 
war, all the French, and many Englifh, quitted the 
trade. 
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tv~ cheap, (believes fomething under rol. each, p. 104) 


trade. Thofe that went found plenty of flaves, and 


hence fome crowded fhips. In his laft voyage, (in 
the Tartar, p. 103.) as furgeon, to Angola, in 1781 
and early in 1782, the flaves wanted room. Of his 
602 negroes, few, except upon deck, had the breadth 
of their backs, and he loft only nine to Jamaica. 
Believes the tonnage from 130 to 150 tons, (old 
regifter, p. 92.) but not pofitive.—In his next voy- 
age, as maiter, they were pretty much in the fame 
fituation. The veffel, 106 or 108 tons by regifter, 
the flaves 450, the lofs 17 or 18.—45 whites, p. 89. 
In his laft voyage, the fhip might be about 120 tons, 
(old regifter, p. 92.) Seamen flept upon fpars be- 
tween fore and main-maft, as in all Guinea-men. 
From 50 to 60 flaves perhaps flept on deck, and 40 
to 45 in the cabin, the reft below; but does not pre- 
cifely remember. The cabin, (which would have 
held 25 to 30, and with platforms fuppofes 15 more, 
at leaft, p. 91.) taken up by a fick white trader, fo 
that perhaps all the flaves had not the breadth of 
their backs. (70 boys and 20 men flept on deck. 
None at all in irons, p. 92.) Had 290 flaves, and 
loft but one. In fix other voyages, as far as he re- 
members, they might have lain on their backs, had 
they chofe.—In the fhip of 108 tons, with 450 flaves, 
the breadth might be 22 or 29 feet.—Provifions 
abaft in rooms for the purpofe. Water in hold; and 
for 10 days on deck — carried feveral puncheons to 
the Weft-Indies. Water took up little of the deck, 
and the negroes, not one of whom was in irons, had 
room enough for amufement. The two boats flung 
on the quarters, Two main hatchways, about five 
feet fquare, but not pofitive. A fmall one forwards 
into the fuel-room. Two fmall ones abaft, into the 
provifion-room. 

Guinea feamen fubject to fevers, feldom to dyfen- 


‘teries. Recolleéts no other general difeafe. 


Negroes, in Africa, daily rub themfelves with 
palm-oil, 
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palm-oil, when to be got. This is alfo done in the 1789. 

Middle Paffage, from cleanlinefs. ann 
His greateft mortality was from Angola, where theP. 93. 

natives live on caflada foured, which refifts the 

{curvy, of which 9 of 10 that he loft, died.—Of his 

600 flaves from Angola, he loft but 9, from quick 

purchafe. From 50 to 200 were then offered for 

fale in a day. 

The trade is made on fhore, and they are feldomP. 94. 
heard of till they come into the factory. He made 
the trade on fhore for two voyages. When they 
were fo plenty, 1782, thinks they coft about one- 
third of the price he afterwards paid. 

Guinea fhips obliged to take more men than areP. 95. 
neceflary for navigation. Cannot fee that their all 
remaining on board after arrival in the Weft Indies 
would hurt owners. Never knew matters of Guinea- 
men perfuade or oblige feamen to defert in the Weft 
Indies. In three voyages he left only three men 
there. In his paffage to Africa, he never reftricted 
the men in provifions. On the coaft was obliged to 
- put them to allowance, to prevent embezzlement 
with the natives—generally 11b. beef and 11b. bread 
daily. Never knew them ftinted in water. Flour, 
peafe, and oatmeal generally half a pint daily, or 
more, with fome butter. Different matters, he be- 
lieves, give different articles on different days; with 
him generally flour twice a week, pedfe as long as 
good, oatmeal, if found, for breakfaft, and butter 
occafionally. He had always water abroach for theP, 96, 
feamen. The continuance of this allowance through 
the Middle Paffage, will depend on the length of 
purchafe., Thinks a fhip, with two flaves to a ton, 
and the ufual crew, can take enough of provifions to 
keep up this allowance for the voyage. 

Thinks. no jeamen were ever better treated than 
his. Wéifhes not to go on hearfay. Never fold 
fpirits to his crew; but has feen it done in one or 
two fhips. His had a dram every morning. . TheyP. 97. 
receive half their wages.in the Weft Indies. ae 
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1789. of no deductions but one fhilling per month for the 
wey hofpitals, and for a few flops they may have had, 
(fee p. 106.) There ts -an invoice-price; but the 
fale-price fixed by the captain, who has no intereft 

in it, (fee p. too.) Half-wages paid in the Weft 
Indies, to enable men to lay in things to prefent their 

P, 98. friends with on their return. Has known officers in 
their agreement prohibited from trading in Africa; 

but no reftriétion on the difpofal of men’s wages in 

the Weft Indies. In feamens articles there is one, 

that if an officer or man enters himfelf for a fituation 

he cannot fill, the mafter and two officers, named by 

him, at fea, fhall make a reafonable deduétion from 

his wages, which goes to the owner, one feaman be- 

P. 99. ing ftipulated to be prefent.—The captain has a dif- 
cretionary power to remove any officer of whofe 
conduét he is not fatisfied.. It is very generally ex- 
prefied in the articles, that if feamen enter on board 

a king’s fhip they fhall be paid all their wages in the 
currency of the country in which they are paid, but 

P. 100. fuch agreements in the flave-trade between mafter and 
feaman having been fo often fet afide by lawyers and 

men of war’s officers, a man would be a fool to pro- 
fecute him who had nothing to lofe. Means that the 
articles would not warrant withholding any of the 
feaman’s pay, however he might have behaved. 
Confiders thofe articles of very little ufe indeed, 
though he never went without them. It is very 

P. 101. generally agreed, that half of their wages fhall be 
paid in currency. On that account we generally 

give (10s. per month, p. 105.) one-fourth more 
monthly-money than in any other trade. Thinks 

this rather given as an equivalent for half-wages 
currency, than for greater danger of the voyage, (p. 

106.) Is very certain they do not confider their 40s. 

er month as fterling. It is feldom neceffary to ex- 

plain the difference between currency and fterling, 

for any of the men can do it, as no Liverpool! fhip 
carries all new men. Believes Antigua currency 175, 

at Jamaica and Barbadoes always 140. Thus the 
wages 
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wages paid in the Weft Indies, which is never half, 1789. 
may fluctuate from 40 to 75. To fuch as enter in =~ 
king’s thips, they are often obliged to pay the whole P. 102. 
in fterling, in defiance of the articles, and by the rule 
of force, by which one delivers his purfe to a high- 
wayman, and which has been exerted in unbending 
the fails and difabling the veffel from failing. This 
was done in Kendal’s fhip, as he often.told him, (p. 
107.) Wages paid to reprefentatives of dead fea-P. 103. 
men, in currency and fterling, as if they had lived. 
Of his 450 flaves, fix only were put in the fecondP, 104. 
clafs, upon fale, and they were fold in an hour—no 
refufe flaves. 
The flaves appeared very indifferent as to their fate. 
Never knew an inftance of locked jaw on the coatft. 
Carried nearly two men flaves to one woman, both 
at the fame price. From the number of great men’sP. 105. 
wives, thinks it impoffible to procure as many wo- 
men as men. 
Half a pint or more of water ferved to each flaveP. 106, 
morning and evening; in very hot weather, the fame 
at noon. ‘The flaves mefs in claffes of 10, fo that 
none can be overlooked. The fick conftantly have 
eruel or rice-water. 
The captains, mates, and furgeon’s profits, all but 
a trifle, depend on preferving the flaves health. 
A feaman in the navy has lefs room above his 
head than an African negro. He makes no accountP, 107, 
of the diftance of the hammock from the floor, but 
only of the fpace above their heads. 
In every cargo there is a few from near the beach, 
who generally fpeak Englifh. Moft of them know 
the language of their neighbours, and thofe of others 
ftill farther back, and thus furgeons come at the 
complaints of the negroes, by three or more inter- 
preters. | 
The leg-iron is nearly a femicircle, each end hav- 
ing an eye to receive a bolt which goes through the 
eyes of the rings on the negroes’ legs. The bolt is 
, D 2 | fix 
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fix or eight inches long. The wrift-irons the fame, 
but more flender. | 

All the negroes are upon deck from eight to five 
daily. It muft be very bad weather when they are 
not brought on deck. 

Has no doubt but the negroes lie in the night in 
tolerable comfort. 

By every fymptom, he always underftood their 
complaints proceeded from the body. Never heard 
otherwife from the interpreters. 

The captain and officers, as well as the meaneft 
landman, receive half their wages in currency. 

The flaves, in his fhip, had no additional chain or 
irons, by night or day, from their failing from the 
coaft, in his three voyages as mafter. The fafety 
of the fhip and crew depended on his and his peo- 
ple’s good behaviour to the flaves. 

Never knew any expedients practifed to fupprefs 
the appearance of difeafes previous to the fale of 
them. 

He never was confulted by the owners as to the 
number, but often as to the accommodation, of the 
flaves to be taken on board; that is, whether they 
had room to lie, whether their food was well dreffed, 
whether their little wants were well fupplied, and 
whether their food was duly ferved, and in fufficient 
quantity. | 


ee 


Witnefs examined—Capt. Wittiam MacintTosx, 


Commander of a Ship in the Eaft-India Company’s 
Service. 

Was, from early in 1760, to July 1762, as mid- 

fhipman and captain’s clerk of a king’s veffel, at Se- 

negal, to defend the river’s mouth. She was fta- 


- tioned there in the fickly feafon, and in the healthier 


fhe was generally 20 miles higher, off the fort. The 
crew was originally 57 men. Were often fupplied, 
with a few men at a time, by men of war, and bu- 

ried 
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= 


ried many more than their original complement. 17%9. 
Thinks only two, befides himfelf, came off the coaft. —w™ 


The veffel was at laft funk in the river, for want of 
men to bring her off, it not being thought an object 
to fend men to do it. 


Went again to Senegal in 1774, as mafter of a_ 


- Weft-Indiaman. Took no flaves on board, as he 
went merely for information. 

Went again in 1775, and again in 1776, in the 
fame capacity. Bought above 200 flaves each voy- 
ace. 
weeks each time. Sold at Grenada. (the fame vel- 
fel each time, about 250 tons, p. 118.) In both voy- 
ages, both on the coat, and on the paflage, his 
flaves and crew were in perfect health, till the fale, 
which was foon; loft none. 

Went again 1778, with government ftores to the 
Gold Coaft. Staid on the coaft five months. Bough 
40 flaves at Senegal. Stopped at Gambia and 
S. Leone, and finifhed his purchafe on the Gold 
Coaft, after landing his ftores, cargo: when compleat- 


ed under 400 flaves. Crew 48, very healthy. SlavesP. 115. 


generally fo; five or fix died. Sold at Grenada. 
(Ship the Symond, about 300 tons, p. 118.) 

When in the king’s floop, he often went into the 
country feveral days at a time, and once walked from 
Senegal to Goree, and back, (ferried acrofs to Goree, 
p. 118.) Always heard that on the coaft of Senegal 
particularly, flaves were made for crimes; but moft 
of them come down the river from inland. 
heard of villages in that country being pillaged to 
procure flaves. Certainly never heard of their be- 
ing kidnapped by the natives. Has heard of their 
being kidnapped by Europeans; but no man ever 
told him he faw it. Never knewit happen. 

In 1778, he was there a fingle fhip, when the war 
had ftopped the flave trade, and he withed to reduce 
the price. He reafoned with them about the folly 
of keeping it up, when there was likely to be no 
buyer, Aftked a chief what he would do with his 

3 | flaves 


Did not ftay on the coaft above two or threeP. 114. 


\ 


Never P, 116. 
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1789. flaves then? obferving that he muft let them go 

t-v—_ again, (meaning prifoners of war.) The chief re- 

P. 116.p) lied, ‘* What them go again, to come to kill me 
again.” |In fhort, he gave me to underftand, that 
they would put them to death. 

P. 117. Ships, from that coaft, always fail in the day, ge- 
nerally in the morning. Signals, perfectly under- 
{tood by the natives, are made feveral days before 
failing. 

In 1778, found at S. Leone, that the Minerva fri- 
gate, inftead of going to the Gold Coaft, had gone 
to the Weft-Indies with above 80 fick. 

Fas not underftood there is any particular morta- 
lity, in flave fhips or others on the coaft, but only up 
rivers. Ele never was up any but Senegal. 

P. 118... Senegal produces cotton and corn chiefly. Be- 
lieves neither is exported. 

Has had no connexion with the African trade 
thefe ten years, nor likely ever to have any. 

Attributes this healthinefs to the fhortnefs of the 
time on the coaft, not to the fmall number of ne- 

Pp, 11g. groes on board. He did not carry flaves as a com- 
mon guineaman, had much room; but few in irons, 
and had plenty of provifions and water. Thinks a 
gallon of water a day for a white man, and three 
quarts for a negro, a great allowance. Includes 
dreffing of food. Never ftinted them. 

Made no agreement with feamen to pay them one- 
half wages in currency. Paid them the whole in 
London. Sold the feamen very little {pirits or to- 
bacco, {pirits particularly. Recollects not the prices 
but always treated the men very liberally. 

P. 320, Numbers of Guinea failors come home from the 
Weft Indies, by the run, for which they get more 
than double the wages they would have received in 
the flave fhips; this a ftrong inducement to defert 
the African fhips. 

Does not believe the Moors ever crofs the Niger 
to take the women out of the villages, while the 
men are at work, 


Does 
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Does not think the natural affections of the ne- 4789. 
sroes by any means fo ftrong, as thofe of the Eu- vy 
ropeans. P, 128. 

Does not think wars are ftirred up to get brandy. 

Slaves come from very great diftances inland. 
Many of the 70 flaves he took from Senegal, and 
who came from Gallam, knew the language of thofe 
he got on the Gold Coaft. Hence he infers, there is 
an uninterrupted traffick through all the tract from 
the Gold Coaft to the head of the Senegal. | 

His fhip was not fo conveniently fitted up as the 
Liverpool flave fhips then were. . 

Thinks the flaves in the Weft-Indies appear con- 
tented. 

Free Africans feldom come on board flave fhips 
to vifit flaves. 

Thinks not quite half his 400 flaves were females. P. 
Thinks the men coft about £16 or £18 the women 
about £4 lefs. Did not wifh for an equal number 
of females; becaufe he thought the men would turn 
to better account. Certainly an equal number of 
females might have been procured, when he was 
there. 

Able feamen in the Weft-India trade have from 
235. to 30s. per month, according to the time of thé 
year in which the fhips are fitted out. Hie gene 
tally brought home two-thirds of his men at leatft. 
There are few voyages (to any place, p. 123.) in 
which feamen do not runaway. Of the feamen ta- 
ken out in the Weft-Indiamen, fome die, fome go 
to America, and fome to the French iflands. 

Had he taken 500, inftead of 200, flaves, he be- 
lieves they might have been equally healchy, had he 
ftaid no longer on the coaft. In general, ftaying P. 123. 
long on the coaft is more fatal to flaves and crew, 
than length of paffage or crowding. Thinks the 
mortality proportioned to the time; for fhips are 
twice or thrice as long on the coaft, as on the paf- 
fage. Thinks the open coaft, three or four miles 
from fhore, as healthy as the Middle Paflage. me 

ore 
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1789. More die after the fhip is full flaved, and is gone 
tv~ off the coaft, unlefs fhe is long on the coaft. When 
P. 124. there isa greater proportion of mortality on the paf- 
{age than the coaft, it probably arifes from crowding 
or ill fitted fhip, unlefs difeafe gets among them, 
which all great numbers of people confined in a 

veffel are liable to. 

Believes, were the trade abolifhed, it would be 
impoffible to prevent our planters from fupplying 
themfelves from the neutral or French iflands. 
Thinks foreigners would immediately take up the 
{lave trade. 

The flaves are fold in the Weft-Indies, in lots of 
eight or ten. The whole cargo is divided into pretty 
equal lots. When he faid flaves coft £16 or £18 on 
the coaft, he meant prime flaves. The average price 
of men, women and children was then about £12 or 

P.125. £13. They were then particularly low. The ave- 
rage in the Weft-Indies was then from £28 to £40. 

Slave fhips feldom bring home any Weft-India 
produce, becaufe there are always plenty of fhips in 

P.125. that trade. When there are not, they fometimes 
fhip produce on board flave veffels, not elfe. 

Thinks it would anfwer, as a mercantile concern, 
to fend Weft-Indiamen to take in flaves on the 
coatt, if ready for them; but it would require only 
a {mall proportion of the Weft-Indiamen, to carry 
the flaves from Africa; and it would be impoffible 
to get flaves quick enough to difpatch the fhips. 
As far as S. Leone, the delay would not be very 
great; butif they went below that, it would bea 
lofing concern. : 

P.126, Has heard that a houfe in this town, have agents on 
the coaft, to difpatch their veffels quicker. Does 
not believe they have a fhip ftationed there for the 
purpofe; but they order one to ftay there for a time, 
and, when there is no longer occafion for her, fhe 
goes off with flaves. 

Thinks his being able to get as many females as 

males, 


: 


} 


males, was owing, his being the only fhip then on 1789. 

the coaft. , DR, 
Never heard of fending boats to feduce boys and 

other people, in order to make flaves of them. 


| Witnefs exarnined, —Jznome Barnakp Weuves, Efq. 


Was fourteen years in Africa, chiefly as Governor 

of mott of the Britifh forts on the Gold Coaft. Left 

/it more than five years ago. Underitood the lan- 

guage as well as molt Europeans. | | 
That country is diyided into petty ftates. AtP. 129. 

_Anamaboe there is a.King.. At other parts, Pynims 

-and Elders, and Cabifhers above them. 

| rom Succundee to Accra is the Fantee country, 

| Slaves are rhe greateit part of their wealth, (fee 

.147.) There are born flaves and purchaied flaves.P. 130. 

A born flave cannot be fold but foracrime. } hey are 

tried by judges of their own clan, (i.e. flaves belong- 

Ing to, and inherited by, one man, p. i 40.) the punifh- 

ment generally flavery. They are made flaves for theft 


buy 


Pratse 


! 


} adultery, and witchcraft, and from gaming themfe!ves 


away. kor thele crimes freemen are alfo made flaves. 
Criminals fold for the benefit of the injured. Free- Pp, 131s 


men are tried by the Pynims, who wear a peculiar 


ftraw hat, and who meet in the market-place, if there 


}is no palaver-houfe (an open court of juitice) aid 
‘try them openly. Believes the Judges, either of a free 


‘or flave criminal, receive no reward. 
Gamefiers become flaves, by throwing dice. There 


‘is no trial. They furrender themielves. But gaming 


is not frequent on the Gold Coaft. 
Believes there is a trial for witchcraft, but never 
faw one (p. 140 ) He once bought a iamily of nine 


(neither of the fuperior nor interior clafs (p. 148) 


: »4 
one of whom only had been acculed of witchcratt. 


The whole town came to fee them fairly off the P, 132, 
} beach, Hence he infers they had a fair trial, Witch- 


E craft 
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148g. craft certainly involves the whole family (who are 
ex—~w always extirpated without regard to perfons p. 149)- 


Fancies from 6000 to 8000, perhaps more flaves 
are yearly exported from the Gold Coaft. Dares fay 
above two-thirds by the Englifh, the reft by the 
Dutch and Danes. 

There was no war while he was there. Is certain 
the natives of the Gold Coaft fold in that time were 
not prifoners of war but merely criminals. 

Knows nothing of kidnapping, is fure it would 
be impraéticable. Canoe-men being natives it would 
be impoffible to get off kidnapped flaves, without 


P. 133.being known. No captain would rifk his trade by 


P. 134. was there. 


135). 


taking off any perfon unlawfully. 


Ships before they can: trade muft pay cuftoms. | 


The King fends town-elders on board to receive his 
cuftoms and their own. ‘Then three, five, or feven 
guns are fired, and the enfign hoifted, to fhow that 
the fhip may trade. Scarce a day pafies afterwards, 
but black brokers come and fleep on board, at plea- 
fure, to fee the trade properly carried on. Hence a 
perfon wrongfully feized would certainly be able to 
convey his complaints on fhore. He hardly knows a 
trade more fairly carried on. The black broker or 
flave’s owner has the choice of the goods. If they 
fuit him he fells the flave, if not he takes him away. 

Never heard of breaking up villages to make flaves. 
Nothing of the kind exifted in the fourteen years he 
Has heard the natives fay, there was a 
want of flaves during inland wars. 


A great many, perhaps one-half or two-thirds of 


the flaves fent from the Gold Coaft, come from far 
inland (p. 154). The black brokers told him they 
go three, four, or five days journey to a market in- 
land, to which {faves are brought, by more inland 


brokers, and fo from many more inland brokers. He#' 
judges fuch flaves to be of various tribes (from their 
different mode of marking their bodies, fome filing” 
their teeth, above all their different languages, p. — 
Has had 20, 30, or 40 who did not know” 

each 
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each other’s language. Thinks they are bred inland 
for flaves, becaufe fome of them do not feem fuffi- 
ciently robuft and fpirited for wariors, Slaves are 
not bred for fale, on the Gold Coaft, but fold for 
_ crimes. 

| Human facrifices prevail on the Gold Coaft, and 
“he believes, have prevailed from time immemorial. 
Slaves, he believes, born fo or purchafed, are facri- 
ficed on the death of fome great man. They think 
) the manes of the dead will be uncomfortable unlefs 
-perfons are fent to wait upon him. Believes refuted 


35 
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P. 135 


} faves are generally facrificed. But recollects no in-P. 136, 


| ftance of it. 

The Gold Coaft people wear no clothes, but a 
yard or two of cloth round the waitt. 
|” Thinks our abolition of the trade would not abolifh 
it there. It would change its courfe, and the flaves 
be difperfed from weft to eaft and bought by the 
| Moors, Arabs, &c. But this only opinion. The 
other Europeans engaged in the trade would fhare 
| the number we did not take off. There would not 
be one flave the lefs on the Gold Coait, nor one more 


or lefs convicted of crimes on the Gold Coaft (if theP. 136. 


| trade was abolifhed by all the Europeans, p. 141). 


There are no manufactures on the Gold Coaft.P. 137. 


They get their clothing from the Europeans, by the 
flave-trade. That coaft produces no articles for 
commerce but flaves. 

The-Gold Coaft extends from Cape La Hou to the 
River Volta, about 400 miles. 
| It produces a little Gold and Ivory. Little Gold 
got on that coaft. Believes the little Gold and Ivory 
there is brought from inland. Ivory generally 
brought on flaves fhoulders. It helps to pay charges 
of journey. That coaft produces Grain and Cotton, 


but not for exportation. Supplies the fhips food for P, 138. 


the flaves. Cotton not cultivated. Has heard that 
the Dutch attempted to cultivate it; they took great 
pains, but it came to nothing (p. 151 at Axim). 

The natives would not take to the cultivation. Sup- 
| 2 poles 
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1780. pofes the Dutch now hardly raife enough for wicks : 

wey tor the lamps of their fettlements. (They had many 
of their own flaves on the cotton plantation. Very 
little flave trade near it, p. 147). 

Never faw rw dye-wood there. Knows of no 
other woods there, except common wood for gun- 
carriages and other carpenters ufe. From the little’ —} 
induttry of the natives, even for their own main- 
tenance, he apprehends they would not ratfe produce | 
for exportation. Believes that, though land is very 
pienty, they would not permit the E uropeans to lets; i 
tle there. They are edu to pay rent for their fet+' — ji 
tlements. Apprehends they would not fell the land.: 7 }j 

W hile he was in Africa, many Americans reforted 7 }f 
there, and he believes, they do now. (They Seaeet | 
brifkly till the war, p. 139). | 

Could the natives tie brought to raife produce, it | 

| P. 139. muft be conveyed to the coaft on their heads. The 9 
beft.landings there are indifferent (p. 151) but from © | 
May to At veut the furf makes it dangerous for the 
bth to go to the fhips and return. Thinks it im- 
poffid! e to thipa hogfhead of fugar, in thofe months; 
when the fhips. lie about four mil: es off, in fine weaz ©) 
ther, about three miles, q 

Recollecis not feeing a -fhip fail in the night. | 
They generally fail, in the morning, with the land- | 
wind. They always make fignals, fometimesa month (3 
before failing, which, he underftood was done ta |! 
make the natives fettle their accounts. ‘The fignalis 71] 
a gun, loofe fore-top-fail and enfign hoilted every 7! 

P. 140.morning. ) 
For the fmalleft Theft the offender is fold for the — | 
benefit of the injured. Does not recollect faying sbut 
might have faid, berore the pn Gountih that ‘eine | 
victs for witchcraft were fold for the benefit of a town 
at large, but chiefly for that of at principal people: 
if he did fay fo, he alluded to nine perfor ns, eh of By 
the wiry of a man condemned for wit tehicrat , and 
who were fold at the requett of the whole i is who 
received their value, and he fuppoles, divided it. 
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‘Has heard that fome refufed faves have been fold 1789. 
| to be-facrificed. Believes they-are religious facrifices. “~~ 
_ Sometimes a great man ’s favourite cirl or boy 1 is fa- a. Ain 


crificed to attend him in the next. world. They think 

this a.duty (p. 152). Doubts not, but if refufed 

| flaves were'not bought for this ufe, thofe of the de- 
| ceafed would fupply cuhers place. 

_. Believes the mises or Danes often buy flaves of 
inferior quality. 


As flaves are not bred on the Gold Coaft for fale,P. 1426 


| he thinks the number from inland muft far exceed 
| any thing of the kind on the Gold Coaft. As there 
| were no wars in Africa while he was there, he pre- 
fumes the flaves broughr down muit have been bred 
- flaves or convicts. Moft flaves of the coait are un- 
| doubtedly criminals. 


The natives of the Gold Coaft are vindictive andP. 143. 


| thievifh in general. 
 Conviéts are cenerally asco to be redeemed, 
if they have friends to do it. 


Has feen, at a diftance, intended victims dreffed andP. 144« 


dancing chearfully. Has no doubt but this arofe from 
thinking they were about to attead their decealed 
matter. 

The Gold Coat not fertile, being very rocky. 
Indian corn is the chief produce. fas feen the na- 
tives raife a few fugar-canes, by juft throwing them 
into the earth, Cotton alio grows there. Has feen 
fomething called indigo; but is no judge. Never 
faw any dying-wood, but what came from other parts 
of Atrica. 

~The Gold coaft ts very populous. .There are a 
good many confiderable towns there, which are fup- 
plied with provifions from a good way inland, by 
people who bring corn on their heads, or from other 
parts of the coait by water. Canoes are fometime 
obliged:to.go thirty or forty miles along fhore, to 
fetch corn and yams; for though the la ind behind 
the towns.is cultivated he fuppotes to fome diftance, 


jt was not already productive to maintain the peo-P, 146. 


ple. 
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1789. ple. When he has been obliged to buy provifions 
w—-~—~ from them, they brought corn to him, five, fix, or 
feven miles, on their heads. | 
They have no idea of cultivation. After cutting — }) 
the brufh-wood, they let it dry, burn it, and throw || 
the corn on the afhes, without digging the ground. 
This is done by the family where there is no flaves. 
If a man has flaves, they help him. Famines are 
P. 147.frequent. He has known corn very fearce indeed. 

The natives do not work in the fhips, but when 
ficknefs renders it neceflary. They are often em- 
ployed in the boats, to fave the feamen. 

Where the Dutch attempted to raife cotton, there | 
is very little trade in flaves, but chiefly in gold and | 
ivory, which laft is brought down on the flaves | 
fhoulders, or by the people brought down to carry 
back the.goods bought with the gold. 

The natural indolence of the natives is atotal bar 
to all induftry whatever. i 

Has heard the natives fay the Gold Mines area 
great way inland. Believes the teeth brought from 
a good way inland. } 

There are few iron tools but what are imported | 
from Europe. A kind of hoe is made from the bar- 
iron imported from Europe, and with which they | 
cultivate yams. Does not know if they can makea </ 
hatchet there. 

He is certain perfons convicted of witchcraft and ) 
their innocent relations would be facrificed, were the | 
fale of flaves prevented. An old woman accufed of ) 
witchcraft, or the wife of an accufed man, whom he |» 
refufed, had her head cut off. 

Does not know he ever purchafed a prifoner of 1 
war. 

Is at prefent concerned in the flave-trade. 

On the Gold Coaft, the confiderable men may ° 
have from twenty to three dozen of wives. Has not | 
a doubt but thefe women may entrap the unwary. 
Dares fay it may be as common there as in London ; 
only in Africa is attended with the lofs of Bee i 6 

os 
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Does not believe it is ufual for chiefs to fend out 1789. 
women for this purpofe. eyed 

Has been told wars ftop the flave-trade. There 
was no fcarcity of flaves while he was on the coalt. 

Three, four, or five black brokers, according 
to the fhip’s fize, attend the fhip daily, while on the 
coaft. They are paid for this attendance. 

Europeans feldom afk the black brokers how theP. 151. 
flaves are procured, Being brought on board in 
canoes, they know they are fairly got, and take no 
farther trouble. 

The largeft canoes he ever faw were two with 21 
padlers each. No doubt a cafk of the fize of a 
water-cafk might be carried on board full of fugar 
as well as water. 

Believes they were about a month in landing fourP, 12. 
or fix 42 pounders, on a catamaran, at Anamaboe. 

The flaves belonging to the Company make hinges, 

&c. in the blackfmith’s fhop, in the Caftle Yard, at 
C. Coaft. 

Believes human facrifices, on the Gold Coaft, are 
only made on the death of great men. Ther num- Es! 15% 
bers depend on the rank of the deceafed. 

When there were many fhips on the Gold Coaft they 
did not go off fo quick with cargoes as when there were 
fewer. Hence he apprehends, if the demand was in- 
creafed, there would be ftill nearly the fame number 
of flaves, unlefs they came from other parts. 

Thinks, if there was no flave-market on the Gold 
Coaft, petty thieves would be fold to inland tribes, 
who do not now come there for flaves; becaufe they 
cannot afford the price, nor give the goods the 
Natives want. 

As Europeans could not cultivate the foil them-P. 154. 
felves, thinks, if they attempt cultivation, they mutt 
employ flaves. | 

Thinks flaves from inland, are both bred flaves, 
and convicts. 

The convi& for witchcraft whofe relations he 
bought, had his head cut off. His father, mother, 
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1789. two wives, and three children, were fold to him, 
tv on condition they fhould never return to that coun- 
try. | 

Never heard of the locked jaw on the coatt. | 

Thinks as many females as males could not be 
had on the coait; becaufe confiderable men keep as 
many wives as they pleafe, who do the drudgery,  }f 
fetch water and provifions; but very ieldom work | 
in the fields. ) 

Has known of an infurreétion where the flaves 
overcame the crew, and got back to fhore, where he 
fancies they were all feized by the natives and again | 
fold. 

P. ass, Thinks the intercourfe which the Africans on the |} 
coaft have had with the Europeans, has shad-fome —} 
little effe€&t upon their external appearance, but with | 
refpect to government and morals, believes them ftill | 
in the fame ftate they were centuries ago, 

Has-reafon to belive, from the tradition of thena- | 
tives, that the mode of trial before deicribed’ has 
exifted from time immemorial. | 

There are no cattle of burthen-on the Gold Coaft, | 
and very few bulls and cows; might fay none, for it 
is*a luxury to poffels any. 

The Europeans have gardens or plantations on 
the Gold Coatt, to fupplythemfelves with vege- 
tables, thefe they raife with ereat trouble, the excef- 
five heat and dryneis of the foil requiring much at- | 
tention to the plants. 

Has feen free Africans fettled-on the Gold Coaft, —| 
who had formerly been tran{ported to the W. Indies, | 
had been carried from thence to London, from whence — } 
they were fent back to Atrica. Thefe for the firft +! 
month feemed very proud to fhew themielves to their 
friends in their European drefs, and got drunk with 
them as often as they could: they foon, however, : 
got tired of this clothing which they found too |} 
warm, and betook themfelves to the two yards of 
cloth wrapt round the middle as worn by the reft. 


Was 
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Was never prefent at the trial of any perfon con- 1789. 
-viGed of offences which fubjeéted them to be fold «v~ 
_ for flaves. 

Has before faid, that-the whole town participated 

| in the profit arifing from the fale of convicts for 
witchcraft, but applied this only to the family fold 

to him for that crime, not fuppofing it in general 

to be fo. A number of people in that town having 

| died from unknown caufes, thefe deaths were charged 
upon the principal of this family. 

| This was the only inflance of a condemnation for 

| witchcraft, of which he had ocular proof. 

| Has generally obferved that the large canoes are 

| more eafily overfet by the furf than the {mall ones. 

| As to the twenty-one-hand canoes, has before ob- 

| ferved, that he never faw more than two, and thofe 

he never faw overfet. 

The furf frequently breaks in upon the large ca-P. 
noes fo as to deftroy or damage the goods on board. _ 
| Does not think it poffible, by the craft ufed on 
| that coaft, to put on fhore, or bring off, with fafety, 
-fugar, falt, or any other commodity liable to melt, 
unlefs the cafks were made fo tight, as to be impene- 

- trable to water. ; 

Never iaw acanoe upon the Gold Coaft capable 
of taking in a hogfhead of fugar. 

Corn, the chief article of provifions carried from 
fhore on board, is generally put into tight iron bound 
puncheons. Sugar in fuch cafks might no doubt be 
brought on board equally fafe. . 

- No expenfe attends the tranfporting corn from the 
fhore in this manner, the cafks fo employed, being 
- the water cafks belonging to the fhip. 

Applies this information refpecting the danger 
from the furfs to the whole Gold Coaft, upon which 
he knows no landing place, where the furf is not 
more or lefs hazardous. | 

Commanded the Fort at Dixcove upwards of twoP. 158, 


years. | 
F Saw 


42 


17809. 
femme 


P. 159. 


Pytbo, 


AFRICA. WEUVES. 


Saw once a boat belonging to a king’s fhip on 
fhore there. | 

Does not think fuch a boat could land on Cape 
Coatt. | 

Sugar, generally loaf fugar, is ufed on the Coaft 
of Guinea, which is ufually landed in tight pun- 


-cheons. 


The coming off fhore with a loading is more ha- 
zardous, than landing, infomuch, as for one canoe 
overfet going afhore, ten are overfet going off, tak- 
ing the coalt all along, good, bad, and indifferent. 

King’s fhips, wood and water off Cape Coaft, by 
‘canoes from the fhore, which are frequently overfet. 
Can fpecify no particular inftance of a canoe overfet 
when fo employed, becaufe the King’s fhips while 
he was in Africa, had generally contrived to come 
there in the fine feafon when the fea was very {mooth, 
and there was very little furf, which is not the cafe 
at other times, from May to the latter end of 
Augutt. 

Does not believe there is any wood to be got on 
the Coaft of Guinea, fit to be fplit into ftaves to 
make tight cafks of. 

Has heard, that the Fort of Anamaboe (the beft 
built fort in Africa without exception) was built by 
an engineer, fent out under the direction of the 
Board of Ordnance. 

- Does not know what ufe the Arabs and Moors 
make of the flaves they purchafe, but believes ‘it is 
a trafiick which they carry on for their own benefit. 


Witnefs examined,—Joun Fountain, Efq. 


Has refided at Cape Coaft Caftle, Tantum, and 
Accra, from the year i778, to January 1789. 

On his firft arrival, had the command of the Com- 
pany’s troops. 


After that a factor for the Company : 
then 
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then fecond of Accra: afterwards fecond of Tan- 77809. 
tum: and laftly Governor of Tantum, wr 

Did not go into the country, further than in paf- 
fing from one fort to another. | 
_ Did not fpeak the language of the country, but 
~ underftood the greater part of what was {poke by the 
Fantees. 

Is of opinion that the natives become flaves from 
three caules, principally convicts, others for gaming, 
witchcraft, alfo debt. ' 

Did not know any flaves who had been prifoners P. 161. 
of war. Heard of few wars on the coaft during his 
-refidence. Has feen a kind of war carried on be- 
tween the natives of different towns, but not of any 

| duration. Between 3 and 4000 men altogether 

might meet ; no flaves made prifoners. 

Conviéts are generally tried openly by the pynims 
or elders of each diftrict. 

Does not believe the judges derive any advantage 
from convictions, but that they are fold for the bene 
fic of the injured, © | 

Does not include witchcraft among the crimes fo P. 
tried; but remembers one fimilar fort of trial for 
witchcraft at Tantum lately, the accufed being a 
perfon of fome confideration. 

Witchcraft generally involves the whole family. 

The people are very fuperftitious—a belief in 
witchcraft is general—but thinks that by it is often 
meant poifon. | 

Is not concerned at prefent with the African trade. P. 

While refident there, acquired fome knowledge of 
their government. | 

Thinks, if wars had been frequent, he muft have P 
heard of them. Very few of the flaves fold off that 
coaft, were prifoners of war. 

Never knew Europeans foment wars among the 
Africans. Has known them frequently affift in fet- 
tling difputes. 

Never knew villages pillaged for making flaves;P, 
which he confiders as impracticable by the whites. 

F 2 | Never 
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Never heard kidnapping by Europeans, nor con- 
ceives that fuch a practice ever exifted; 1f it did, it 
could not be concealed; and any European expe- 
riencing a lofs of trade in confequence, would com- 
plain to the Governor and Council on the coaft, as 
well as to perfons in England. 

When a flave is brought down for fale, the owner 
applies to a broker, WS conduéts him to a Euro- 
pean trader; fhould they difagree, they are at liber- 
ty to carry him away, and offer him to another. 

There are always fome free natives, ufually called 
gold takers, on board the fhip, while the trade is 
carrying on. 

Says, if a flave had been kidnapped, he would haee 
had an opportunity of making his complaint; and 
being himfelf a member of the Council, had any fuch 
practice prevailed, he muft have heard ‘of it. 

Never heard of kidnapping by the natives, though 
it poffibly may have exifted; apprehends it would be 
punifhed; is fure it would on the Gold Coait. 

The natives poffefs a great number of flaves, which 
are confidered by them as a common medium of 
trafick. 

Slaves purchafed by the natives, may be fold 
again at their pleafure; but fuch as have fallen to 
them by inheritance, cannot be fold, but by the 
general confent of the other domeitics, unlefs con- 
victed of crimes. 

The punifhment of a free African, convicted of a 
crime, depends upon the offence committed, 

A. man’s flaves may be feized and fold, to make 


“good the fine he has incurred, or debts he may have 


contracted; but a long procefs is neceffary before he 
can be deprived of his hereditary flaves. A creditor 
often prefers feizing one of the family. 

A man condemned to flavery, may in moft cafes 
redeem himfelf by fubftituting another, but there 
are exceptions. Ifa man fhould think himfelf be- 
witched, and can fix upon the guilty perfon, he 
will 
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will then fell him under the reftriction, that he 1789. 
fhall not be redeemed. . —s 
He knew a late inftance, in which (Awifhee) aP. 168. 
‘man of confiderable note, and one of the beft traders 
Jat Tantum, was {aid to be bewitched, and a day or 
Jtwo after died. The perfon acculed (himfelf a 
\pynim) with his family, had:a formal trial; the re- 
fult was, the old pynim was fold, and the family 
\driven out of the town. Another inftance occurred, 
|whilft he commanded at Tantum, the Cabofheer, a 
king, was taken fick in the morning, reported to be 
bewitched, but died before fix in the evening; the 
‘deceafed not being a man of any connexions, no 
inquiry was made, the matter fell to the ground. 
-- Has been informed, that flaves accufed of witch- 
craft, are tried by their own family, in conjunction 
with the hereditary flaves. Freemen by the pynims, 
-as above defcribed. 
| In cafes where flaves have been often convicted of P. 169. 
)ill behaviour, the purchafer is often reftrained from 
redeeming and keeping them in the country. 
A man of confequence, convicted of adultery, not 
only forfeits his own liberty, but may have many of 
his flavesalfo feized. But fhould the crime be com- 
mitted by a flave of a great man, with one of his 
matter’s wives, he apprehends he would be put to 
death. 

Human facrifices are practifed in that country ; 
had been informed at Appolonia, by the governor, 
who was a refpectable man, that he had feen perfons 
feized by furprize in the market place, by a rope 
thrown over their heads, and thus dragged fome dif- 
tance, and executed in various ways. “That at the 
death of old Baw, and Ammoneer, the two Cabbo- 
theers, he believed near 300 had been put to death. 
_ Remembers at Cape Coaft, upon the death of P. 170. 
-Quamina, the governor fent to the family, threaten- 
ing to fire upon the houfe, fhould they attempt to 
facrifice any perfon; but notwithftanding their pro- 
-mife to the contrary, a boy and girl were knocked 
on 
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1789. on the head; one of which was buried under, the 
—~“v™ other above his coffin. 


P.171. suhsob opinion that the purchafe of flaves by Euros 


Poor 72% 


The governor alluded to above, was Dickfon, 


now dead, but believes many in Europe and in Af- 
rica know the circumftances to be as related. 

Believes, that from the reprefentations of the 
whites, the practice does not now prevail fo much 
upon the coaft as formerly ; but inland it is report- 
ed ftill to exift in a great degree. Concludes, that 
flaves not faleable, are put to death, from an inftance 
of an old woman at Cape Coaft Caftle, who, on be- 
ing refufed to be bought, to fave her maintenance, 
was murdered, 


peans, preferves their lives, and adds to their eafe 
and comfort. Has for two or three months toge- 
ther, had 60 or 70 in the fort at once, who have ap- 
peared infinitely happier and healthier than when 
firft purchafed ; nor did he ever lofe one by mortality. 

The Dutch, Danes, Portuguefe, French, and 
Americans, traded on the coaft while he was there. . 

The trade of the laft has much increafed of late. 
That from America is chiefly carried on from Bofton 
and Salem. 

The French have lately taken poffeflion of a fpot 
adjacent to Anamaboe; and though from the un- 
healthy fituation they have loft many people, they 
{till perfevere ; fend many more fhips than they did. 

Trade for flaves is carried on to the eaftward of 
the Gold Coaft. From Whydah, all along to Old 
and New Calabar. 

Does not know that the Englifh fhips have been 
in the practice of leaving the coaft fecretly in the 
night. The general cuftom is, to loofe the fore 
topiail, hoift the enfign, and fire a gun, often for 
three, four, or five weeks, asa fignal for failing, that 
fuch of them as have accounts to fettle with the cap- 
tain, may come on board; the ufual time for getting 
under way, is with the land wind, from two in the 
morning. 


The 
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See: land; the latter being more expofed to fogs. 
| There are no navigable rivers on the Gold Coatt ; 
two rivers, Elmina and Shemar, belonging to the 
‘Dutch, might admit boats under 20 tons, but even 
thefe would foon be aground. 

_ There is neither water nor land carriage for bulky 


i tooth of about 170 pounds weight, was cut into 
a pieces to be made portable. 
| There are no good landing places on the coaft; 
ithe beft feafon for landing or fhipping goods, is 
jabout Chriftmas, January, or February; but has 
‘known it bad in thofe months. 

The coaft he alludes to, as having no navigable 
rivers, nor any good landing places, extends from 
‘Cape la Hou to the Volta, about 420 miles; a 
Jheavy furf. 

| It is fafer landing than fhipping goods, thoughP, 174. 
E 


even in landing fifhery canoes (which are much the 
fafeft) has feenten in a day overiet. 
Believes he might inftance certain fhips deal for 
ivory and gold, but thefe alfo trade for flaves. 
_ Gold is not an article of export, becaufe it bears 
a greater price there than here. Ivory is likewife an 
juncertain commodity. While fecond at Tantum, 
he bought a great deal in a month, whereas, while 
jlaft there, he had not been able to buy five teeth in 
two years. Thinks it could not be an obje& of 
commerce, independent of the flave trade; nay, 
that it could not be had at all in that event, becaufe 
the black trader who brings it from inland, loads 
the negroes with it, whom he is conducting to the 
coait for fale ; and fo fmall is their profit, it would 
not alone pay them for their trouble. 


f 
I 


had 


befides gold and ivory; fome few pieces of cloth, 
matts, &c. are occafionally bought, as matters of 
curiofity, at fo high a price as two or three flaves for 
a cloth 


| The thips which lie off the coaft are much more 1789. 
healthy than thofe which go up the rivers, and lieW™ 


‘zoods from within-land to the coaft, infomuch, thatP, 173. 


The Gold Coaft produces no articles of commerce P, ine. 
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1789. a cloth of eight yards by fix yards; but fuch are not 
~~ the kinds of cloth the natives wear. 

P. 176. It does not produce corn equal to the conidia 
tion, nor more of cotton than what is ufed for lamp 
wicks. A fort of attempt was made to extend its 
cultivation near Cape Coaft, but the blacks deftroy- 
ed by night the work of the day, alledging it was 
prejudicial to their provifion ground. 

P.-17'7% 
of none to leeward of Apollonia. 

It produces no dye woods, nor, fo far as he knows, 
any article befides what has been enumerated. 

He refided in that country during the late war, 
which in fome degree interrupted the flave trade; 
fewer flaves were brought down than formerly; the 
demand not fo great; the prices lower, Did not 
obferve that more corn, rice, or cotton, was produc- 


ed then, than before; but he was rather out of the’ 


way, being confined during the war chiefly to 
Tantum. 

Does not think that abolifhing the flave-trade 
would materially alter the cultivation of the coun- 
try, the natives being fo indolent, as feldom to cul- 
tivate more than 1s neceffary for their family, from 
year to year. 

Believes the blacks would rather ftarve than culti- 
vate to any extent. 

Is certain it would not extend the manufactures 
of cloths and matts, nor produce new ones. 

Knows of no iron in the country; of that fupplied 
them from Europe, they make only a kind of bill 
or hoe, for cultivating their land; but fo courfe 
and ill tempered that they do not laft. Supplied 
with many articles of iron from Europe. 


Poel) cs 


Britain there would not be a flave the lefs, as other 
nations, the French nation in particular would take 
off, what would otherwife have been brought by the 
Englifh, The French have lately fhewn themfelves 
defirous of extending their trade. 

In 


Nor does it produce rice in any quantity; knows. |' 


Thinks, if the flave-trade were abolifhed in Great 
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In time of peace, the demand for flaves, has al- 1789. 
ways been fuperiour to the fupply, eyed 
_ Thinks, that wars among the natives would be-p. 179. 
come rather more frequent, fhould the flave-trade be 
_abolifhed, becaufe convicts being left in the country, 
i) would create or foment diffenfions among the na- 
) tives. So fure the abolition would be productive 
) of a fcene of carnage all along the coait, {ee p. 

166.) 
) A colony could not be eftablifhed there but by 
) conquelt, the natives (except upon the fea coaft) be- 
)) ing very hoftile. ) 
_ Never obferved any inftance of cruelty exercifed 
) by the Englifh upon flaves bought by them; but 
much humanity, and particular attention when fick. 
| Has never feen any particular cruelty to feamen in 
i this trade; they may poffibly experience inconveni- 
ences from the climate, to which the crews of veffels 
jtrading there for other purpofes would be equally 
jfubjected, and which would alfo affect colonies 
jiettled there. Remembers at the Danith fort atP. 186, 
jAccra, that the governor, vice-prefident, feven or 
jeight officers, with 100 foldiers, died in a month, 
}and this on the fea coatt. 
| Has been three voyages from Eneland to Africa, 
jand two from Africa to England by way of the Weft 
\Indies, between 1778 and 1785. Obferved no ill 
jjtreatment of the crews. Never faw people happier. 
His firft voyage from Africa to the Welt Indiés 
jwas in the Iris, Mafon, tonnage about 220, about 
300 flaves on board ; exceeding well treated ; plenty 
jof provifions and water. It is the intereft of the 


a 
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1789. Before the late regulations, captains were benefited 

v™ by the numbers they landed. Loft fix per cent. om 
fach ‘assdiedion’.4 

Made his fecond voyage from Africa 30th January 

lat to Barbadoes, on board the Friendfhip, Larnb, a 

{tore fhip; carried a few flaves upon freight; though 

a large fhip, worfe calculated for their conveyance 

P. 182.than the common flave fhips in many refpects. 

Slaves exceedingly well treated during the voyage 

to Barbadoes. No deaths in the fhip. Knows not 

what happened after leaving Barbadoes ; weie all in 

perfect health. Had no intereft in the flaves on 

board; nor has he any connection whatfoever with 


the concern. 


P, 183. Refided in Hanover parifh, Jamaica, upwards of - 


four years, from beginning of 1770 to 1774. Knows 
of no practice of captains or furgeons to repel dif- 
orders of the flaves. Never knew of any particular 


mortality take place in a cargo of flaves after their ; 


arrival, and before their landing. Has been on board 
two or three flave fhips at the ifland whofe cargoes 
were healthy. Believes few flaves of thefe fhips were 


in avery difeafed (tate when fold; one, the War-. 


wick Caltle had nearly 500; has forgot the name of 
the other. 

Is convinced that the abolition of the flave-trade 
would tend to the deftruétion of many lives on the 
coaft of Africa, and to the ruin of the Britifh co- 
jonies in the Weft Indies. 

P. 184. The king of Appolonia is defpotick, and by his 
fingle authority daily takes away the lives of many. 

The length of that diftri€t is 25 or 30 miles along 
the coaft, but cannot fpeak as to the breadth. ) 


It is probable that the flaves whom Quamina put 


to death, had previoufly the form of a trial. 
Being chiefly confined at Tantum during the war, 
P. 185.cannot fay whether more or fewer flaves were taken 
off the coaft than in peace; but he himfelt fhipped 


more there fince, becaufe, the other forts belonging to | 
the Englith and Dutch being ina {tate of mutual | 


warfare, 
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SE 


warfare, the traders chofe to bring their flaves to 1789. 


-'Tantum, where they would not be molefted. 

_ The natives are induced to make human facrifices 
| from var'ous motives—That their friends may reft 
| quiet in their graves—That the deceafed fhould be 
| properly attended: hence they generally facrifice his 
| key-bearer or accraw, and his head wench; has be- 
| fides feen tombs, and burial places, paved with 
fkulls of perfons thus facrificed. 


hey 


Pertons of coniequence poffefs a confiderable num-P. 1864 


ber ot flaves, which are retained in a {tate of ab- 
-folute idleneis, while their women provide them with 
water and other neceffaries. And in fuch habits of 
familiarity do mafters there live with their flaves, 
even the king ot Cape Coait Caftle himfelf, that un- 
lets for a very capital fault they would not be fub- 
—jecied to punifhment. 

- Along the coail, to Accra, the natives owing to 
| their indolence, have little or no fupplies of corn ; 
| has offere a great price without fuccels. At Accra, 
| a prodigious large diftrict, they depend upon their 
neighbours for a tupply, from Cape Coait, Anama- 
boe, Tantum, &c. During his refidence at Accra, 
has feen great want among them. 


Tn exchange for corn, when it is in plenty, they p, 187, 


will take, from the whites, cloths, liquors, &c. but 
when it is fcarce, hardly any thing elfe than gold 
duit. The blacks, natives of Accra, give in ex- 
change, cloth, gold, and a filh they call Aporge, 
which is a great article of trade as well as of fub- 
-fiftence among the Accras. What gold they thus 
barter for corn, they obtain in exchange for flaves 
-and ivory; chiefly the latter, of which there 1s 
more fold in that country than on any other part 
of the coaft. pu 

 Suppofes a great part of the provifions are from 
inland. | : 
Has not known any other trials for witchcraft 
than the two mentioned; but believes them ftill very 
Se ciineses aio 
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From what he has feen, does not apprehend there 
is any peculiar mode of trial for this crime, though 
fuch trials are publick, yet the whites may not 
have frequent opportunities of feeing them, from 
its not being cuftomary to introduce themfelves into 
juch afflemblies; but, in the courfe of their walks, 
will often fee the Pynims feated in the publick 
Palaver-place, and may upon inquiry learn the caufe. 
Has heard it faid that the trials for witchcraft are 
conducted in a particular manner, but this muft have 
been from mifinformation, | 

‘The whole family of a perfon convicted of witch- 
craft is generally fold; but in the cafe of Awithee, 
before noticed, the people of Tantum were con- 
tented with felling the old Pynim convicted of hav- 
ing bewitched him, and driving out the reft of the 
family from among them. 

The price obtained far perfons fo fold, is generally 
given to the nee family, fubject to fome deduc- 
tion for expenfe of trial. Bewie are fold upon 
conviction of other offences. Knows it to be fo in 
regard to thert of gold, and fome other articles. 
Thefts of liquor and fuch like things may be com- 
penfated for, by paying back fomething more than 
the value. 

Judges the natives of the country to be a quar- 
relfome, turbulent, ungrateful people. 

A captain never afks a broker how a flave was 
obtained, becaufe the native is aware, that if he is 
found to have come by a flave illegally, he and his 
family are liable to be fold for the offence, 

Gold-takers, another name for trading men; how- 
ever, they do take gold, and are employed in the 


purchate of every flave brought on board, fpeaking © 


the language in cencral fpoken by the flaves. Would 
certainly learn froth them if they had been captured 
or kidnapped. 

Slaves are frequently redeemed from the fhips, 
and. oth ers Subiticuted 1 in their room, by their fami- 
offences have not been great. 
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jmoft common in the cafe of adultery, if the offence 

is not committed with the wife of a great man. 

It is not cuftomary to fell domeftick flaves from 

J one family to another, unlefs for fome heinous of- 

| fence. 

) Such not confidering themfelves altogether asp, ror, 
| flaves, but rather attendants on thofe they ferve ; 
‘dead a lazy indolent life, employed in making Cuf- 
tom, i. ¢. performing funeral ceremonies for the 
dead, or in diverfion or gaming. 

Natives of the Gold Coaft, freemen or domefticks, 
no doubt confider it as a heavy punifhment to be 
fold to the Europeans, efpecially fuch as have been 
refident near the forts, and in the habits of vifiting 
them; but for thofe brought from the interiour parts 
| of the country, is certain from their own affertion, 
-as well as their general appearance, that they rejoice 
in their change of mafters. ‘They are in general poor 
in flefh; great eruptions over all their fkin; very 
{crophulous, and frequently have bad ulcers; but 
when fold again to the captains, they are often fat 
and fleck. Sometimes they are brought to the forts 
in a healthier ftate ; has feen them low and dejected 
when brought to the fort, and become very cheerful 
in half an hour after they were brought; has been 
entreated by feveral to buy them. 

Freemen fold for crimes, no doubt lament theirp, 192. 
fituation; confider it as a heavy punifhment, but, 
confcious that they have deferved it, feldom com- 
plained. 

That upon the Gold Coaft the fmalleft thefts are 
punithed with flavery, he knows not to be the cafe. 

_ That aman who fhould fteal an ear of corn would 

| be fold for a lave does happen, but knew an inftance 

of a man guilty of that very act, who being taken, 

and a flave dernanded of his mafter for him, the 

affair was compromied for an ounce of gold and 

fome liquors. 

| Has no doubt that the man condemned to flavery 

|for ftealing an ear of corn would be fatisfed with 
, the 
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the juftice of his fentence; becaufe he knows tha€ 
fuch is the law of the country, if he from whom it 
was ftolen choofes to be {fevere. 

The manner in which flaves are confined to be 
taken on board fhip, depends upon the nation they 
belong to. Duncoes are never put in irons, they 
fupply a great number of flaves. The Fantees al- 
ways. The Afhantees and other nations, according 
Slaves generally kept in irens 
while the fhip is on the coaft, though he has feen 
many out of irons. ‘The women and boys never in 
irons. 

The two fhips he failed in from Africa for the W. 
Indies, and feveral others he had been aboard of, had 
no nettings. It is not ufual where the rails are high, 
Believes where it is ufed, it is to prevenr the flaves 
from falling overboard, or to cut off all communi- 
eation between them and the Anamaboe traders, who, 


‘for the purpofe of refelling them, might excite them 


to cut off the veffel. 

The inland flaves are confined in irons to keep 
them from any connection with the people about 
the forts who are great rogues, and might excite them 
to run away; in other reipects they are never locked 
up, but allowed to amufe themfelves about the fort, 
except at night. 
irons left they fhould be adviied by the canoe men, 
&c. to cut off the fhip or jump overboard, which 
they would never of themfelyes think of. 

The natives from the interiour country are paid for 
the flaves and ivory they bring fiom thence, in cloth, 
liquor, guns, powder, gold, brafs-pans, and pewter ; 
of pewter and brafs they are fond, and will take a 
great proportion. fas feldom known traders take 
more than one iron bar; and of late reject it alto- 
sether; for thete two lait years it has been in no great 
demand from Cape Coait to Tantum,; therefore it 
has been cuftomary to pay iron for provifions when 
the blacks would take it. The commodities received 


by 


On board {hip, they are kept in- 
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by the natives in exchange for flaves, they carry away 1739. 
|made up in fmall bundles, upon their heads; 
Small defects do not render flaves unfaleable to P. 196,” 
Europeans. 
Is of opinion, that the flaves in the Weft Indies 
would decreafe annually without frefh fupplies. 
| Slaves, in paffing from the fhore to the fhip, have 
‘fometimes an iron on their legs, or a log on their 
) hands, from which they are releafed when purchafed, 
) unlefs Fantees, of infamous characters. 
) Never heard of fuch a thing in his life as an African 
|) trading fhip carrying off free negroes againft their 
) inclination. Knew, however, that a man, of the name 
j) of Griffiths, did carry off two people intrufted to 
|) his care, from St. Andrews, or fome part to wind- 
)) ward, whom he never brought back. He reported, on 
| his return, that either one or both died of the {mall 
), pox, with which the natives not being fatisfied, putP. 
| him to death. The act was feverely reprobated by 
) the Governor and Council, and Refidents, who wrote 
) home about it. This the only inftance he ever 
| heard of, 
_. Has heard that gold is procured in the interiorPp, 
| country in two ways, by digging and wafhing. Be- 
|) lieves it is very fcarce, and few allowed to dig for it. 
_ Has known two or three flaves refufed in a yearP, 
for defects. 
| The people of Accra, when in want of corn, ge-P, 
nerally fend their canoes for it all down the coatt, 
though it is fometimes brought to them by the 
people who have it to difpofe of. 
| When conveyed by land from one country to ano-P, aor, 
_ ther, it is carried upon the heads of negroes in {mall ! 
_ bafkets, 
There is no doubt that war among the natives is 
| injurious to trade of every kind; it ftops the paths, 
and prevents every thing from coming down, ivory 
| as well as flaves. The refidents do therefore all in 
_ their power to make up any breach among them. 
| Traders 
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Traders are afraid to pafs through villages when 
there 1s war. 

Never knew a pound weight of either cotton or 
indigo, exported from the Gold Coaft. 

Europeans have no influence over the natives, to 
make them grow any particular articles; nor to — 
change their cuftoms. 

Believes there are five males to one female export- 
ed from the Gold Coatft. 

Furopeans, if they chofe it, could not obtain a 
greater proportion of females, becaufe the exercife 
of polygamy muft render women {carcer. 

Does not think their attachment to their families 
fo ftrong as that of Europeans; nor that they have 
fuch fine feelings; a black woman thinking little to 
pour a fpoonful of brandy into a child’s mouth, of 
two or three months old, at the breaft. Seem to 
have little affection for their children—attributes it 
to polygamy. 

Governor Miles expended confiderable fums to 
keep the natives in peace. 

Thinks, if there were no market on the coaft, they 
would not bring the flaves from the interior country, 


Witnefs Examined,—Capt. Wittiam LitTLeton. 

Went to Gambia as mate 1762. Lived there 11 
years, as a merchant. 

Has been frequently up the Gambia. Went up 
about 300 leagues. : | 

Knew enough of the language to do his bufinefs. 

Governments various on the different parts of the 
river—none hereditary. Kings for life, in rotation 
from one tribe to another, fometimes from one town 
or diftri& to another. Line of fucceflion fometimes 
broken from caprice. 

Slavery general. Some freemen keep many flaves. 
Slaves 
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Slaves fold to Europeans ecbtained various ways: 
a great proportion from black Mahometan traders, 
who traverfe the interior parts to get flaves. Some 
prifoners of war, many convicts, and more from 
| famines, caufed by droughts and locufts. The crimes 
numerous for which they are fold. Believes this, 
from his own knowledge, and from good infor- 
j) mation. 3 

Knew a famine in 1786, in the South-Weft of the 
‘entrance of Gambia, from failure of rain, and locutts. 
The natives fubfifted fome months on roots, and 
‘whatever had nourifhment, till nothing was left. 
) They were then driven to the dreadful neceflity of 
felling each other to procure fubfiftence, “Phe Man- 
|dingoes bought them from the Phroops, between 
C. St. Mary’s and C. Roxo, for corn and European 
goods, felling them to the white traders on the river, 
and he obtained a large proportion of them. Has 
‘been told by the Mahometans, who traverfe the in- 
land parts, that famines often occur in Africa, which 
drive them fometimes to fubfift on each other, fome- 
times by killing and eating them, often by felling 
them. “Locufts make dreadful havock, on the corn 
particularly: but it is generally partial, often con- 
fined to a fpot of 40 or 50 miles. 
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other crimes, for which they are regularly, and, in 
general, impartially tried, by the leading men, and 
are feldom without their friends and advocates. An 
adulterer lofes life or literty. If he efcape, fome of 
the family is feized and detained till he is taken. If 
he cannot redeem himfelf, he is fold. Sometimes 
the whites are enjoined by the fellers, who are gene- 
rally the parties injured, not to let them be re- 
deemed, on any terms. For witchcraft they are 
tried, and on conviction, fold — after torture, tome- 
times evento death. For confiderable thefts, the 
punifhment is lofs of liberty. Sometimes they are 


fined, and, if unable to pay, fold. 
Jal 
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The injured party has the benefit of the conviction. 
Has learnt from the natives, that, on trials for 
witchcraft, the principal people affemble under the 
palaver-tree. Sometimes, before trial, the accufed 
are dragged into the woods, and whipped till they 
acknowledge themfelves guilty of witchcraft, and, 
they are often condemned from confeffion under 
torture, though innocent. Sometimes they endea- 
vour to prove. their innocence, by undergoing a kind 
of ordeal by fire or by water, which is an infufion of 
a malignant root, drunk on thofe occafions, and which 
they feldom long furvive. 
Very few prifoners of war, taken near the river, 
are fold to the whites. Believes they feldom take 
aany prifoners: if they do, they generally fall vic- 
tims to the ferocity of the captors, and a few are 
facrificed to the manes of the victor’s friends. Be- 
lieves but few females are taken prifoners in war, 
(repeated p. 223.) Female prifoners are frequently 
exchanged. Females, convicted of witchcraft, 
feldom exchanged. Recollects not an inftance of 
their being redeemed. 
Owners of domefticks can, but very feldom do, 


‘difpofe of them, unlefs for fome enormous crime, 


when they have generally the approbation of the 
other flaves to fell them. Has been told they are 
generally tried by thofe other flaves. 

Never heard of wars made to get flaves. Wars 
always arife from their own diffenfions. Wars near 
the ports always injure trade of every kind, Has 
been told by black merchants, they have gone 3 
or 400 miles to avoid feats of war. In his ume, 
there were wars between the nations near the Gambia. 

Never heard of a white kidnapping a flave. It 
would have ruined that man’s trade. Can only fpeak 
of the River Gambia. Never heard that of the na- 
tives where he relided. On making any tuch attempt, 
they would be fold themielves. 

Never heardiof parties going out armed at night 
to take flaves, except againft their enemies, with 
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whom they were at open war—nor of breaking up 
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" and furprifing villages, to make flaves, but in cafes —v~ 
| of open war. Such wars not very frequent near the P. 210. 


Gambia; but inland wars are perpetually carrying 
| on, in one country or another. : 

| Produce about the Gambia, country-corn, which 
-is a fpecies of millet, Indian corn, and rice, not in 
| fufficient quantities for export. Never heard of 
-fugar-cane growing there. Believes the climate 
| unfit for it, from droughts from Oétober to June. 
| No articles of export, but wax, a little ivory, and 
| a little gold, not worth mentioning. The ivory 
) generally, he believes, about two tons, broughe 
down on the heads of the flaves. Moft of the wax 
) comes from the S. fide of the Gambia, chiefly about 
)) 30 or 40 leagues up; but in fmaller quantities 2 or 
) 300 leagues up, principally from the Phroops. 
| Moft of the wax is taken out of hollow trees: be- 
| lieves a little is taken in hives, which are clofe to 
| their houfes. Never faw above two or three hives, 
|) which were near the coaft. Never heard of any 
| inland. 

_Apprehends it would not be worth the traders 
| while to bring down ivory only from any great 
| diftance. Few elephants near the ports. 

| Apprehends the wax could not be much increafed, 
for lately the whites have given a great price for it, 
-and he has not learnt the quantity has increafed 
from it. 

__ They raife a little cotton and indigo, not fufficient 
for their own ufe. They fupply the deficiency with 
our manufactures. ‘They are fo indolent, that every 
attempt of the whites to encourage cotton and in- 
digo, has proved abortive. What little indigo they 
raife, they cultivate. They do not reduce it to the ftate 
of indigo which comes from other parts, They cut it, 
| pound itin awooden mortar, and hangit upin the form 
| of fugar-loves, in their houfes, and then infufe ic in 
| water or lye made of afhes, and dye their cloth with it. 
1 iy Their 
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Their cloths are about five or fix inches broad, 
and they few them together. ‘There are very few 
manufacturers. Thefe cloths could not be made an 
article of commerce among the whites. 

Has been two voyages to Carolina, and three or 
four to the Weft-Indies. In the firft voyage to 
Charleftown, from the commencement of the pur- 
chafe in Africa, till the end of the fale in Charlee 
town, he loft about 13 out of about 140. 
upon that as a very great and uncommon mortality. 
The laft voyage he was upon the coat from the be- 
sinning of May to the beginning of November, and 
loft from the beginning of May to the clofe of the 
fale at Jamaica, 38 out of 242. His fhip has fince 
made a voyage to Jamaica, and loft 3 out ohne 
The fame fhip went all the voyages, regiftered at 
136 tons. Attributes the mortality of 38 to the 
flaves being of various nations, and fome being 
very meagre when he received them, from the great 
{carcity in their country, particularly a number of 
the Phroops, who had a famine. When he loft 13, 
his fhip was fingle decked, and he had very bad 
weather. 

We carry hence fplit and kiln-dried horfe-beans, 


and a great quantity of bifcuit and flour, In thes! 


country, we buy all the corn and rice we can. 

The black traders feed the flaves intended for fale 
on Guinea corn, chiefly, when they can get it, or 
any thing elfe they can procure. ‘They never tafte 
rice, but by ftealth. 

The thips could feldom get enough of Guinea 
corn for the flaves in the voyage. The beans are 
hufked in England. They are boiled ‘ufually with 
beef or falt-ffh. After eating them once or twice, 
they become fond of them, fo as fometimes to afl 
for them inftead of their country food. 

Slaves on board, accommodated in the beft man- 
ner they poffibly can. When firft brought on board 
by the black merchants, they have a chain round 
their necks, generally worn from the place they came 

| from. 


Looks - 


) the weather from being on deck daily. 
I fome heavy but fhort fqualls of rain, when they 


| have a fecond meal, of another kind. 
| have the fame food twice the fame day. They have 
| aregular allowance of water, as often as neceflary. 
| This depends on the heat of the weather. To fupply 


the flaves with enough of food and water, is a chief 


AFRICA. LITTLETON. 


from. 


61 


When the purchafe of them is completed, 1789. 


that chain is taken off, and fhackles put on their legs, —v™~ 


which have a ring, through which a chain paffes, 
Bwhich fecures them, while on deck. 
tween decks lie clofe together, juft allowing room for 


The men be- 


a perfon to ftep between them. The men are gene- 


Nrally before the main hatch-way, the boys in the 
)main hatch-way, the women, girls, and children, 
Pare at liberty abaft, except at night, when they are 


locked down below. They are on deck all day, 
except in bad weather. 


Believes there are air-ports and gratings in all 


Guinea-men, and fometimes fo much air, that they 


beg to have part of the tarpaulins laid over them. 
From Gambia, the weather is generally fair and 


| pleafant after they get to windward of the Cape de 
/Verd iflands, when they fall in with the trade-winds. 
|) After this, the flaves are very feldom prevented by 
They haveP. 215. 


fpread the awnings over them. But it is a general 


| rule to keep them on deck as much as they can, 
with prudence. 


Cleanlinefs is one of their firft objects. As foon 


as the flaves are on deck, the feamen, and generally 
fome boys, fcrape and fwab the rooms, and generally 
-air them with fire-pans. 
ithey are wafhed with vinegar and fumigated. 


Twice or thrice a week 


Soon after day-light they have fome bifcuit, anda 


|_glafs of inferior {pirits and water half and half. At 
their firft meal, they have generally more than they 


About four or five in the evening they 


They feldom 


Can eat. 


part of the employment, both of failors and officers, 
at fea, (fee p, 216.) The officers are interefted in 


the cargo’s health, They have a privilege flave orP, 216. 


two, 
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two, according to the agreement. 


sy~y and furgeon paid on the grofs average at fale. 


ety. 


Slaves oftener complain of cold than heat in 
When they think it too cold for | 


Middle Paffage, 


The chief mate f 


them, they put them below; and even then they beg ! 
to have part of the tarpaulin laid over them. They |. 


often requeft to go below, when it blows frefh, and |, 


they happen to be on the fhady fide of the deck. 


The furgeon every morning vifits them, and often 


eives them medicines below, as well as on deck. 


Sale advertifed four or five days after arrival in | 
Never heard of means being ufed |, 


the Weit-Indies. 
to repel diforders of flaves, before fale. 


In all his 


voyages, flaves always treated with humanity and | 


tendernefs. 

In his voyage to Carolina, loft 2 out of 16, or 18, 
(thinks 18) feamen. In his laft voyage, which was 
to Jamaica, from being detained on the coaft, loft 


7 feamen in the Gambia, and 2 or three in the | 
The crew, with himfelf, originally | 
The furgeon died firft. “To his death he attri- ) 
butes the increafe of his lofs both of feamen and | 
as much as poflible, | 
It is their intereft to take care of the | 


Middle Paffage. 
21. 


flaves. The feamen’s health, 
attended to. 
feamen, the fuccefs of the voyage depending on it. 
(The lofs of feamen is from England to the Wett- 
Indies, p. 220). 

The time of day the fhips leave the Gambia de- 
pends on the time of the tide. 
Gambia, they have 2 or 3 black linguifts, a black 
meffenger or two, and 6 or 8 people to row the boats, 
and preferve the feamens health. They do not fuffer 
a feaman to go into a boat, if they can avoid it. 
The blacks atechd them out of the river, returning 
in the fhip’s long-boat, (which is generally left bea 
hind) or in a canoe. They ufually ftop a tide at 
the laft port of the river, to fill water. The time 
of failing is always known to the natives, fometimes 
before the fhip comes down, 


The 
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the rains unhealthful—but he has generally been as 

nealthy in rains as in dry weather. He avoided ex- 

pofing himfelf, which they cannot prevail on the 

amen to do. Rains the moft prejudicial to Euro- 

peans. They never carried the feamen up above 140 

eagues, and there they were as healthy as at the 

‘iver’s mouth. The French and fome Englith fhips 

zo no farther up than James Fort and Albadar. 

They have as much or more mortality than the fhips 

150 leagues up the river. : 
One voyage returned to Liverpool, once to Briftol, 

she other times to London. 

Believes there are people in London who make it 

their bufinefs to go on board fhips to obtain litigious 

cafes. (Has feen this in London, p. 220). 
reamen who have complaints, bring actions againft 
she mafter or mate, as the cafe may be. He never 
aad an action commenced againft him. 

In the fingle deck fhip there was a platform, in 
the other none. In the fhip where he faid there 
was room to ftep between the flaves, there was no 
olatform. : 
Computes a gallon of water per day fufficient for 
each man, white and black, including what provifions 
are boiled in. They have a fhort paflage from 
sambia, and allow them plenty of water, generally 
three or four times a day. 
| The flaves have water in the night, if they call for 
it. They have generally fomething below to hold 


water, and it is poured through the gratings, through 
a funnel. 


naked, make them fo fufceptible of cold, when they 
come on deck, They could not keep them clean 
and 
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The climate in general noxious to European con- 1789. 
He found no difference in it 2 or 300 “~~ 
j.eagues up the river, and at the entrance. 
Rains from about the end of May till the end of P. 218. 
fOctober. Dry weather the reft of the year. Believes 


The P. 219. 


Poffibly the extreme heat below, and their being P, 220, 
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1789. and healthy, if they had clothes. The apartment 
wy—~ below is cleared in order to clean it. 


P. 222. 
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More timber than underwood on the coaft, Ma- 
hogany has been brought thence for trial, but has 
not an{wered. 

Corn, rice, and other provifions might be culti- 
vated where the foil is fit for corn. About 30 or 
40 leagues up the Gambia, the foil is not adapted 
for corn, and produces but little. ‘The natives cul- 
tivate as much land as they can, about the lower 
parts of the river, but do not raife enough of corn 
for their own ufe; hence they fend canoes for it up 
the river. Thinks the land would not be productive 
without manure. Soil loofe and fandy at the river’s 
mouth; up the river more loamy. Believes it would 
receive the plough, if cleared from roots which the 
natives do not take up. Apprehends the foil and 
climate unadapted for European corn. ‘The natives 
fow their corn early in June, after the firft rains. 
They cut their early corn, which is Indian, in Sep- 
tember. Their greateft crop is about the end of 
Oober. They generally cut and eat the Indian 
corn before it is ripe, in the early feafon. They 
depend on the O€tober corn, They have little or 
no manure, and fearce any horfes. They tie their 
cows on the corn ground, in the dry feafon, The 
Phoolas have a good many cows. 

Seldom above one-third females purchafed. They 
buy all that are fit for the market who offer. The 
number of females varies every year. ‘The trade to 


Gambia very much reduced. Has heard the flaves ; 


bought by the Europeans, fome years ago, on that 
coa{t, eftimated at 3000 annually: believes it does 
not now average 1000. Females are always fcarce, 


when flaves in general are plenty. Perhaps 1-4th 


of the 3000 might have been females. 

A confiderable part of the women are fold as con- 
victs for witchcraft—there are befides fome brought 
from the interior parts of the country—of thefe it 18 
not always known for what crime they were fold. 

The 
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The gratings over the hatch-way are always kept 


| open—when it rains, a tarpaulin is fpread over the 
booms, 7 or eight feet from the deck, in form of 
an awning—has known the flaves defire it to be laid 
_ clofe over the gratings to keep them warm.—Never 


heard them complain of foul air, —if they think 
_ themfelves at any time too warm, a number of them 
| are immediately brought upon deck. 


_ Never heard furgeons, officers, or failors, when 
_vifiting the flaves apartments in the morning, com- 
plain particularly of the noifomenefs and foulnefs of 
the air,—they have obferved at times it was very 
-warm,—or that there was a particular fmell—but 
nothing is fuffered to remain long below to occafion 
any offenfive fmell. A thorough draught of air is 
kept up between decks, when the weather permits 
the air-ports to be kept open. AA partial air is ad- 
mitted through the gratings when the ports are fhut. 
Cannot fay the exact height between decks of the 


4 feet. Had no platform in his fhip. Does not re- 
collect having been on board more than two fhips 
who had. The height between decks in them, he 
thinks, was 7 feet. 

_ Slaves, on board the fhips he has been in, might 
Jie on their backs, though perhaps it might be dif- 
ficult all at the fame time. : 

They are fubject to be fea-fick for two or three 


taken upon the firft appearance of injury to wrap 
fomething round the limb to guard it. 

It was his endeavour to render the fituation of the 
flaves on board as comfortable as poffible, by giving 
them plenty of food and drink, and the beft lodging 


he could, 


The perfons charged with exercifine witchcraft 


pare fuppofed to diftribute drugs; in particular fuch 


as occafion abortion. 


this country, would encourage the evils which it is 
| meant 
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flave fhips fpoke of above—tuppofe the loweft about P. 225, 


days. Seldom excoriated by their chains, care being P. 226, 


Is of opinion the abolition of the flave-trade, by P. 227. 
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1789. meant to relieve—fuch as human facrifices, and mur- | 
wy—~ der of captives and convicts, it being a maxim among 7} 
the blacks never to give a man an opportunity of 


AG 


revenging an injury. | 

Does not think the natives could be induced, from 4) 

any confideration, to raife produce worth the atten- 73 

tion of this country. Nor that Europeans could 7 jj 

{rand the climate, in clearing woods, and cultivating #) 

the lands. | 

P. 228, Cotton, of very excellent quality, is produced § | 
there, with very little labour. | 

Has generally found, that feamen on board flave- | 

fhips, were as healthy as thole belonging to other | 

fhips, trading on the fame coaft. Did not lofe a @ 
feaman in his laft voyage. Returned in November. @ | 
Attributes the unhealthinefs of feamen in a great 

meafure to their expofing themfelves to the night 

P, 229.dews, more prejudicial than rains, and not to their § | 
food. They will not fleep under cover, but bring § | 

their beds upon deck, that they may be cool. i 

In the voyage, when he loft 7 out of 21 feamen, } 

the reft were ina relaxed ftate. Did not take on) 

board any frefh men, to re-place the 7. Had on 7! 

board 236 or 238 flaves at leaving the coaft, which #) 

P. 230.were permitted to come upon deck as often, and as #} 
many at atime, without additional irons, as if the) | 

crew had been full and healthy: fome of the irons q 

were even taken off after getting to fea, i 
Cannot fay he has been acquainted with any in-] 

ftances of notorious cruelty in the captains of flave-% 

fhips. Some are more fevere than others. Can only® | 

fpeak to the fhips that have frequented the Gambia. © 


Witnefs examined, — Tuomas Kinc, Efq. a Merai! 
chant of London. q 


. 


P. 232. Went firft to Africa in 1766, fecond mate of the} | 
Royal Charlotte, of about 300 tons; not a regulary 
flave, | 
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flave fhip; carried out the African company’s flores 1789. 
to Cape Coaft; took in 120 flaves on the Gold Ue~w 


Coatt. Generally healthy on the voyage. Loft only 
two or three, till landed in Jamaica, About four- 
teen days intervened between arrival and landing of 
the laft man. -In this interval no means ufed to re- 
pel diforders of the flaves. The failors, feventeen 


in all, healthy the whole voyage. Loft not one from P.: 232. 


leaving London, to return there. 

Sailed next to Africa in 1767-8, in fame capacity, 
fame fhip. Took in 455 flaves from Gold Coaft, 
for Grenada. In general very healthy. Thinks he 
loft ten in the voyage. Believes he loft none on 


board at Grenada, which was for about a week. Pi 234s 


Thinks the crew were eighteen, very healthy, loft 
none inthe voyage, nor at Grenada, where he left the 


fhip. 


Sailed a third time to Africa from Grenada, as | 


Captain of the Molly, about r1o tons. Touched at 
America, there took in the cargo with which flaves 
were to be purchafed. Proceeded to the Gold 
Coaft, where he thinks took on board 1059 flaves. 
Had twelve or thirteen failors. Was about twelve 
months on the Gold Coaft, and near it. The voy- 
age was unfortunate to failors and flaves. Of the 
firft, fix or feven died. Of the latter, about one 
half. He attributes this to the following circum- 
ftances. Though near twelve months on the coaft, 
he loft few flaves or feamen ; but his fhip failed very 
badly, and loft fome of her mafts, by which he was. 
driven into the Bite of Bonny, a very unhealthy pare 
of the coaft, and was feven months from the Gold 
Coaft to Grenada. During which he was feveral 
times obliged to put into different places for provi- 


fions, and could get but fcanty fupplies. HenceP. 235. 


both whites and negroes were two or three times, 

during the paffage, reduced to a very fhort allow- 

ance. : | 

Sailed, latter end of 1770, afourth time to Africa, 

in the brig Ferret, about 70 tons, twelve or thirteen 
[2 men,. 
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1789. men, from London to the River Cameroon. Bought 

tev 105 flaves, which he carried to Grenada. About 
eight months on the coaft, and about two months 
from thence to the Weft-Indies. Crew and flaves in 
general pretty healthy; loft two or three of the firft, 
four or five of the latter. 

Sailed a fifth time to the coaft of Africa, in De- ~ 

Pe 235.cemben 1771; from London, in the Surrey, of 180 
tons, 25 failors, to the River Cameroon. Staid 
there fx months. Tookin 255 flaves. Had a paf- 
fage of eight weeks to Grenada, Crew and flaves 
in general healthy. Loft ten flaves. 

P. 236, In the River Cameroon (more unhealthy to Euro- 
peans than the open coaft) himfelf, officers, and moft 
of his crew were fick, Loft there the furgeon and 
three feamen. 

His fixth voyage to Africa, early in 1773, in the 
Three Friends, 70 tons, himfelf and crew twelve. 
Remained on the Gold Coaft three months. Took 
in 144 flaves for St. Vincent’s. Loft two failors on 
the coait, and eight flaves in all. 

Sailed a feventh time to Africa, in 1775, from 
London, in the Venus of 150 tons. Crew in all 2r 

-—or22. Staid on the Gold Coaft four months. Took 

P. 237.in 321 flaves for Jamaica. Loft in all one or two 
feamen and ten flaves. 

His eighth voyage was in 1776, from London, in 
the Harriet, of 135 tons, eighteen men. Staid on 
the Gold Coaft between three and four months. 
Took in 277 flaves, for Jamaica. Loft feven flaves 
in all; none of the crew, 

Has all along, in fpeaking to the mortality of 
flaves, reckoned from the firft man brought on board, 
to the laft man landed in the Weft-Indies. 

Sailed for the ninth and laft time, in November 
1780, from London, in the Cambden, of 335 tons, 
whole crew 65. Bought on the Gold Coatt 580 flaves. 
Stay fix months. Sailed for Jamaica. Loft four 
failors, two of them by accident. Loft 50 or 51 

| flaves 
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flaves in all, by a diarrhea on the coaft. Some it 
was apprehended had brought the difeafe on board. 
Plas ever fince been fettled in London as a mer- 
chant. 
_ All the veffels in which he failed for Africa (ex- 
cept the two firft) were regular flave fhips. 
Jn all the fhips he commanded, or was concerned 
‘in, is fure they never buried one per cent. of the ne- 
_groes after their arrival in the Weft Indies, and be- 
fore fale. 
_ Never knew any means ufed by furgeons or others, 
‘to repel the diforders of flaves before their landing. 
Had frequent opportunities of being on fhore in 
} Africa, and by the natives accounts, flaves become 
fo chiefly for crimes, witchcraft included ; and fome 
few prifoners of war. 
| Never heard of wars for the purpofe of getting 
flaves, nor, that Europeans ever ftirred up fuch. 
] Nor ever heard of towns or villages pillaged or de- 
ftroyed for this purpofe. 

Never heard of the natives being ftolen, except 
from flaves from the inland country. Thefe have 
mentioned a few being ftolen or taken away; but 
thinks they preferred telling this ftory, to giving the 
real fact. Water-fide people, had any of them been 
kidnapped, or improperly detained, would have had 
Opportunities of making complaints, and getting 
redrefs. 

Free natives are daily on board the fhips, with 

whom the flaves have conftant opportunities of con- 
verfing. 
It is ufual for all fhips, where he has been, to give 
a week, more commonly a month’s notice, of failing. 
Ships generally fail with the land breeze, which is from 
early in the morning, until nine or ten o’clock. 

In the fhips in which he failed, or has been gene- 
rally concerned, one half the crew confifted of cap- 


and of men, who may have been one or two voyages, 


and boys, 


As 
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tain, officers and feamen ; the other half of landmen, p, 240. 
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As far as he knows, thinks this the ufual propor-| 


wy~ tion in ilave fhips. 


P. 241.chants now fend out oniy tick beans (a fpecies of} 


A certain proportion of flaves provifions is always | 
carried from England ; becaufe the Gold Coaft does } 
not furnifh enough; fometimes, though not fre-} 
quently, none at all is to be got there. Befides, the] 
flaves prefer a change of food ; which confiits chiefly 
of fplit beans, a little rice; has known wheat, butt 
that is now laid afide. Beans are very wholefome,| 
and preferred by the Gold Coaft negroes to, Indian } 
corn, their native food. When he went firft to Africa, | 
inftead of beans, at leaft two-thirds white peafe were} 
carried ; the furgeons afterwards advifed an equal} 
quantity of both. But neither did this agree with the} 
negroes fo well as beans given alone, therefore mer-} 


Wincfor beans as he is told) kiln dried, fplit and fhel- 
led. Never carried or fent, nor ever faw or heard of, | 
horfe beans being fent to Africa for the negroes, 
The beans fent are frequently eaten by the whites. 
In a well regulated ihip, every poffible attention: 
is paid to the flaves on the paffage, as alfo to the 
drefling and quantity of their diet, which he thinks 
was more comfortable than in their own country; 
better feafoned, better dreffed, and ferved in cleaner 
veffels. Great attention is paid to the health of the 
flaves on board. Early every morning, inquiry is 
made, if they have any complaints; and again after 
breakfatt, it is the duty of the furgeon to examine 
carefully every flave on board. It certainly is the 
intereft, and duty of the captain and furgeon, to take 
care of the negroes. E | 


P. 242. Has not obferved in the parts of Africa where he 


has generally been, any produce, except provifions, 
and of thefe, not fo great a furplus as the fhips wifh 
to have. Could fhips depend on getting a fupply 
there, they would’not carry fo much out with them 
_ There are no other articles of produce worth no- 
tice. There is fome gold duft, ivory, bees-wax, 

cum-copal, 
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oum-copal, bar-wood and cam-wood, but not in 


The genius of the people on the Gold Coatt, he 
thinks, equal to extending commerce in any thing 
practicable, but from their indolence, thinks that 
‘commerce could not be extended among them. 
Does not think a colony could be fettled on the 
Gold Coaft, but by force. 

1 Befides, the coaft is unfavourable to an extenfive 
jcommerce, in refpect of rivers, harbours, or landing 
places. The rivers have all bars. There are no 


boats can land with fafety on, except two, on that 
part of the Gold Coaft frequented by Englifh fhips ; 
and even thofe two, are very unfafe, except in fine 
weather. Believes, that under the Dutch fettlements, 
‘there are one or two places of the fame defcription, 
where a boat may land. 

Whilft he frequented the coaft, the Dutch, French 
Portuguefe, and by chance a Danith fhip traded 
there. ; 

The French have exceedingly increafed their trade 
to Africa the Jaft four years; this he has learnt from 
Frenchmen, both here and in France, and from his 
correfpondence with French houfes. 
| Before the late war, the Americans carried on a 
HW confiderable trade, chiefly from Rhode-Ifand and 
New-Providence, to Africa, which was totally given 
up in the war, but is revived fince the peace, and he 
believes carried to rather a greater extent than be- 
fore. 


| Great-Britain, the fame number of flaves would be 
bought among the other nations. 
| Is of opinion, that the treatment of flaves on board 
| Englifh thips, is preferable to that of any other na- 
tion. | 
Has touched at different parts of the Windward 
Coaft, in his way to the Gold Coaft, and fo far as he 
oT mo, obferved, 


1739. 


quantities, to become a confiderable object of trade. -v~ 


harbours, bays, or creeks, where even one of ourP. 243. 


- Thinks, if the flave trade fhould be abolifhed inP. 244, 
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1789. obferved, flaves are procured in the fame way there, 
tyr and on the River Caineroon, as on the Gold Coatft. 
The foil on the river can produce whatever the 
climate will admit; but they only cultivate provi- 
-fions, and fome little fruits and vegetables; no 
grain. 

P, 245. It never was his practice, nor that of any fhips in 
which he was, or is concerned, or has known, to 
compel the failors to take their difcharge in the 
Weft-Indies. It is not their intereft fo to do. 
Though they have, when they arrive in the Weft 
Indies, fome few men more than abfolutely necef- 
fary to navigate the fhips home; yet the additional 


charge of getting three men in the Weft Indies, in | 


lieu of nine men difcharged, would be nearly, if not 
quite, equal to the expence of bringing the nine 
men home, (vide the Minutes for his explanation.) 

P. 246. It is cuftomary for failors to defert from African 
fhips in the Weft Indies. Attributes it to their re- 
ceiving half their pay at the felling; their getting on 
fhore, and intoxicated; and often getting higher 
wages for the run home, in other fhips. 

Never knew a captain of an African fhip, ufe his 
men ill to make them run away in the Weft Indies ; 
it was ever his wifh to preferve them as much as he 
could, knowing the additional expence, and fome- 
times difficulty, of getting others at any rate. Be- 
lieves it is not very common for failors to go feveral 
voyages in the fame fhip, with the fame captain, in 
the flave trade: at the fame time his houfe have had 
the fame feamen go many voyages in their employ. 

His opinion of the probable confequences of abo- 
lifhing the flave trade from this country only, is, 


that as many negroes would be exported from Africa 


as now. Refpecting the Weft India iflands, con- 


cludes, they would be very materially affected by | 


lofing that moft valuable branch of the trade, the 


exportation to foreigners, of a large proportion of 

the negroes imported in Britifh fhips, which are paid 

for generally in {pecie, or in Welt India produce. 
Formerly, 
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- Formerly, on the Gold Coaft, more than one-third 1789. 
females was procurable. For the laft two years, be- “~~ 
jieves every poffible encouragement has been givenP. 247. 
for females, but now they cannot obtain more than 
one-fourth generally; and by the lait accounts, the 
j price given for prime females, exceeded by Ls a 
head, what is generally given for men. Cannot ac- 
count fufficiently for this {carcity. Polygamy being 
tolerated in Africa, believes many prime young fea 
males are kept as wives in the countries they pafs 
through. 
}  Onthe Gold Coaft, more has been given by gos. 
} per-head for males than females; but to get more of 
W the latter, they have offered an advanced price. 
} © One houfein London has fent goods: to the — 
j of £.100,000 in a year to Africa, including the value 
}of their fhips. Has been told of houtes in Liver- 
pool that fend more. 
__ Believes, that the voyages in which he commanded 
§ flave fhips, in 1770, 1771, 177331775, 1776, 1780, 
j were all attended with a certain profit. 
Has heard of the locked jaw in Africa, but it is P. 28. 
not common there. Does not recolleét ever having 
§ had a flave ill of that diforder on board. 
} The nativeson the Gold Coaft: raife a few yams 
Jat one or two places; very few fweet potatoes; no 
Brice; no wheat. 

The difference in» price between peafe and fuch 
beans as are carried out to feed the flaves, is very little. 
} Thinks: that the beans may: in common ‘be’ rather 
Icheaper. Should: think the peafe as heavy as the 
Pbeans per buthel. 
_ The cuftomary allowancerin quantity to the flaves,’ 
vas exactly the fame of either. 
§ he land towards the: fea on the:Gold Coat isP. 
peenerally low and rocky, but rifes as you go inland. 
FSome of it in the back: country, within view, is 
g:nountainous. . 
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1789.  Impoffible to fpeak generally to the depth of wa- 
wa— ter within 100 yards of the beach. At the landing 
places, 100 yards from the fhore it may be fix to 
eight feet; in other places it is not deeper near a 
mile off. At a medium the fea breaks 300 yards 


from the fhore: there are. feafons, and particular 


days in thofe feafons, when the fea is imoother, and. 
may not break 20 yards from the fhore. At other 
feafons the fea breaks in fix fathom water; and in 
general the fea is worfe near the full and change of 
the moon. 

No tide can be perceived in fhips at anchor. On 
Rots thinks there may be a rife of at moft three 
eet. 

Such Guinea feamen as have wives and families, 
or dependents, the owners pay from 10s. to 1$s. per 

P, 2¢0,month out of their wages to fuch relations ; and 
continue their allowance to their return, death or 
defertion of the feaman. 

Thinks a feaman caufelefsly difcharged, againft 
his confent in the Weft Indies, may, on his return, 
profecute the mafter for full wages till the fhip ar- 
rives in England; and knows that fuch profecutions 
have taken place here; when the feaman recover his 
wages, but does not recollect that he received any 
thing for his paflage home, though that might have 
happened and efcaped his knowledge. | 

Has given the tonnage of the fix laft veffels in 


which he traded for flaves, according to the old re-_ ) 


gifter, as near as he could recollect: that of the lait 
{hip was what fhe afterwards meafured. 

He laid upon the table a fample of the faid beans, 
with a note from the perfon who furnifhed the 
fample, and who had always fupplied him when in 


the African trade. The note was read, and: is. as 
follows :— 
P. 251, 


“* Mr. Stray fays, thefe ‘are the only fort of beans 


“* that are fent to Africa, they are called tick-beans 5: 


* they are alfo fent to the Weft Indies for provifion 


“© for 
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fhip carries, 
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for the pegroes. If eat when green, they are equal 1789. 
to the garden beans produced at this time of the sw 


year. Horfe-beans are a different fort, and not 
ufed for flaves provifions. Mr. Stray alfo fays, 
he does not know that the tick-beans are ufed 
for any other purpofe than for exportation to 


Africa and the Weft Indies.” 


Knows that the trade of the French to Africa is 


-confiderably increafed in thefe two years, and is now 
-increafing. They grant confiderable bounties, to the 
fhips fitted from France for that trade; and alfo fo much 
a head upon negroes imported into their iflands. Se- 
lieves there are only two or three places in St. Do- 
-mingo where no bounty is given on negroes ; 1n all 
their other iflands a bounty is ‘allowed. 


The idea of abolifhing the flave-trade in this coun- 


try has undoubtedly given additional vigour to the 
French African trade; and many adventurers in the 
the French trade, anxioufly watch the bufinefs now 
before this Houfe. } 


Does not know the prices of horfe and tick-beans; 
nor, that when horfe-beans fell from 21s. to 22s. 6d. 
tick-beans are from 19s. to 21s. Knows that tick~- 


been bought here for lefs than 34s. per quarter in the 


| laft five years; have been at 48s. and bought by 
) his houfe at 52s. in that time; he would be under- 
| ftood to fpeak to the price of thete beans in the ftate 


in which they are put on board. What price they 


may be fold at before they are kiln-dried, {plit, and 
-—fhelled, he does not know. ; 


Imagines, that a Weft India fhip of 200 tons 


-ufually employs 14 feamen. The number for a 
| flave fhip of the fame burthen muft depend greatly on 
| the part of Atrica fhe is bound to. To the river 
Cameroon he thinks 3o. 


Does not think fuch a veffel on her return from 


“the Weft Indies to London could be coveniently 


navigated by 14, out of fuch a crew as an African 


K 2 Such 


beans, at leaft the beans laid on the table, have never P, 262, 


1789. 
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Such a vefiel: when light, might be  fafely-navi= 
cated by eight or ten able feamen, and four or five 
landmen,. or lefs. : yy 4 

Their houfe had a fhip which went from England 
to lie fome time at Anamaboe,”'to buy flaves ; fome 

art of which were difpofed of. in two or three other 
vellels. She lay there 15 of 16 months; “had, ‘when 
fhe went out, a crew of 35 or 36, of which has been 
told by her commander fhe loft four only. 


Has known 'crews’of flave: fhips: cut off while the © 


veffels lay in rivers by the natives, and atifea) by 
the flaves. ’ 
Believes in well regulated fhips the flaves are gene- 


rally fatisfied; but there iare nations whofe priefts 


induce them to make thofe attempts, in expecting to 


get the fhip to fome fhore, where they: may form a_ 


community of their own. Other nations have an 
idea, that the whites buy them ‘to kill and eat them, 


They are fometimes a good while on board before # 


they are quite reconciled. Slaves fold for crimes 
from near the fhore, are for a time difcontented at 
feparation from their friends and. families ; particu- 
larly while they lie near the fhore, and fometimes 


attempt to, cut. off the {hip’s crew, and by chance” 


fucceed. 

Is himfelf now concerned in the flave-trade. 

Very few fhips have been run away with by the 
flaves, and thofe only from Gambia, and its vir 
cinity, they having deftroyed the whites except one 
or two, kept to navigate the fhip to the neareit land. 
Thinks, he recolleéts one inftance of. their having 
got back to their coaft , and another, of a fhip being 


met with at fea, and taken poffeffion of. 


A part of the men flaves only are fettered. on 


board. : Out of | 500 from the Gold Coatt 120. or 


426 may be women and girls; of the males, at leaft 
Too or 125 are from the age of 15 downwards; and 


are never put in irons; and of the reft, a certain pror 
po ctiol 


are quiet, are never put in irons; fo thatiof 500, he 
| eftimates, 


on, from the mott interiour parts of Africa, whom) 


| 
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eftimates, not above 200, 230, or 250, would bein 1789. 
fetters at once ; and in the latter part of the paflase, “~~ 
-notnear fo many. ‘They are generally chained two 
land two together, the right leg of the one to the 


left leg of the other. Some of the moft refolute are 


chained by the hand-alfo; the bolt of the fetters is 
| about 14 or 15. inches long; the {pace between the 
two fhackles about fix; but they vary in proportion 


to the ftrength and fize of the men. The weight 


of the leg fetters fhackle and bolt-may be from 2 to 
| 3:db. re fettered thus night and day. 

The; largeft. proportion he ever had on board wasP, 256, 
-rather better than two flaves to a ton, who certainly 


had room to lie on their backs. 


-+,-On ‘Gold Coaft he, and he believes others, laid in 
from 45 to 50 gallons for every white and black on 
board.» From the river Cameroon rather more, the 
paflage from thence rather the longeft and more.un- 
| certain. The ufual paffage is from feven to nine 


weeks, and the calcuiation is made for go days, at 


| half ‘a gallon per day. Provifions alfo for 90 days 5 
| and for fome time after the fhip fails, care is taken 


not far to exceed that allowance; but, when they 


get into the S, E..trade-winds, when they can cal- 
culate pretty nearly the reft of the paflage, they have 
generally as much ‘water and provilions as they 
choofe. 


In fome flave fhips from London, a ftill-head and 


worm is fixed to the flave’s boiler to procure more 


| water... When he mentions the eftimate of half a 
gallon of water, that uied for boiling, o&c. was Ine 


cluded. 


? 


Witnefs examined —ALexanDER ANDERSON, Efq. 


Is a merchant in partnerfhip with his brother, four P.- 


or five years proprietors of Bance Ifland, in S, Leone. 
Phey have in that ume, {hipped feveral cargoes of 
flaves 
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flaves for the Weft Indies and S. Carolina. Theave- 
rage mortality from failing to arrival at the port of 
delivery, has been about 13 per cent, and about 1% 
per cent. more, between arrival and fale, a fpace, at 
an average, about ten days. 

They put on board, for the negroes, provifions 
confidered fufficient, with the addition of rice, which 
the captains might get on the coaft. Wine was alfo 
fupplied for the fick flaves, and plenty of medicine. 

They have attempted to buy ivory and camwood, 
the only produce in that part fit for a European 
market; and, to encourage their agent to procure 
thefe articles, have allowed him a commiffion about 
three to one more than for buying flaves; yet not 
more than 120 tons of camwood in ayear, and about 
three or four tons of ivory has been obtained. 

A ftatement from the books, bills of lading, and 
letters of the houfe, of the average mortality of the 
flaves, was delivered in at the table, and read; and 
is inferted p. 260 of the Minutes at large. By that 
ftatement it appears, that of 1318 flaves fhipped, not 
one three-fourths per cent. died on the paffage, and 


not one 1-fourth per cent. died between arrivals and — 


fales ; in all not three per cent. died. 
The houfe keeps confiderable ftores on the ifland, 
and factories, with goods on other parts of the coaft. 
They have an agent and feveral clerks on the 
ifland to buy flaves, camwood, and ivory, loading 


their fhips with thofe goods; and when their own fhips. 


are not on the coaft, chartering others. The people 
on the ifland are altogether dependant on them. 

The houfe had an intention of fettling a cotton 
plantation in the neighbourhood, but were diffuaded 
from it by their friends, who knew the impoffibility 
of making the Africans labour, otherwife is certain 
from the lands and flaves they had, they muft have 
made a good plantation. Has heard, that Mr. R. 
Ofwald, proprietor of the ifland for 20 or 30 years 
before they bought it, in +785, had often regretted 
that he could not make the people labour; and, in 
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Vy 83, he directed one of his captains to offer a pre- 1789. 
mium to the natives for indigo and cotton, and that ~~ 
the flaves refiding at Bance Ifland (Mr. Ofwald’s or- 

jder produced, fee p. 283) might be employed in 
raifing rice, but without effect. 

| A letter produced concerning a fettlement at the 
‘mouth of the river S. Leone, of free negroes from this 
jcountry. Their conduct, and a great mortality among 

them (fee p. 271 to 278) Minutes at large. 

| A fecond letter produced (fee p. 279) Minutes at 
ijlarge. 
| The three voyages by the fnow Mary in 1785,P. 279, 
/2786, 1787, and the two of the fhip Concord in 

1787 and 1788, referred to in the {tatement given in, 

| he confidered as profitable. ; 

| Has no other account of voyages for flaves, be-P. 281.2 
| fides thofe delivered in. 

| The flaves are brought to the factories of theP. 282. 
jhoufe, and a valuable confideration paid for them 

by their agent. 

|| The flaves on Bance Ifland, called Grumettas, are 

| generally good fervants, though there are fometimes 
}complaints again{t them. 


Witnefs examined—Captain Jacop Loran. 


Has been 20 years mafter in the Weft India trade. P. 2633 
‘Made 50 voyages in that time, reckoning out and 
home as two. 

In St. Kitts, there is an act againft leaving failors 
on fhore. The matter, with one fecurity, enters into 
a bond of £2000 currency, that he will carry off the 
failors he brought with him. This law extends to 
fhips coming from other places, as well as Great 
Britain. Yet he could not prevent his failors from 
} deferting in the Weft Indies. Has been often obli- 
| ged to hire others to bring his fhip home. Did notP. 
know from what veffels they came. Some from 
| | merchantmen, 
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1789. merchantmen, fome from Guineamen. 
werd four, five, or fix from Guineamen at atime. The 


failors in the African trade look on the Weft Indies) 


Has had 


as a fecond port of delivery, where many of them in- 
fit on their difcharge. They go into Weft India: } 
fhips which want hands, where they gener lly get 
more for the run home, than they would get by theirr | 
months wages in the fhip, African or other, they 
were in. Greater wages for the run home, is moft 
certainly the reafon, why failors belonging to African 
fhips, with to go into Weft India fhips. 

Has known, in war, from 25 to 30 guineas, and as 


many gallons of rum, per man, given for the rum 
home. In peace, from 7 to 10 guineas, according: 
P. 265.to circumftances; and generally they agree fora gal- 


lon of rum for every guinea. 1n.1775, at Dominica, 
in the fhip Amherft, he engaged four by the run, and_ 
gave 8 guineas and 8 gallons of rum; but though 
he {till commands a fhip, he knows of no fuch thing 
in the prefent peace. ‘That in every trade he has 
been in, feamen are engaged for the voyage out and 
home; but, upon getting to the Weft Indies, they; 


generally go on fhore, get drunk, and the firit.cap- 


tain who wants men, if he advance them a little 
money to pay their debt, will get them to go by the 
P. 266. run. Thofe in the Weft India trade are not paid 
half wages there, nor are entitled to any, until a 


month after their return to the Thames. 


Seamen 


defert in the Weft Indies, both from African: and 
Weft India fhips; can make: no diftinGtion; Has 
known the fecurity, in fuch a bond as he has men-. 
tioned, threatened; and has feen a fecurity pay for 
a mafter {40 fora man left. Seamen deferting from 
Weft India fhips, in the Weft Indies, by the articles 


they fign, forfeit all their wages 
Seamen happened to be {carce w 


not wholly owing to that, that he 


| 


_ Sea hen he wasvat? 
Dominica, and fhipped thofe people, though. it was) 


paid fo much) 


for when he fees a good hearty fellow that she» can) 
truftin a gale of wind, he always gives him a guinea, 


or 


thips. Has fometimes beenonboardthem. Never 
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Never fold {pirits, tobacco, or cloths to the feamen 


in his life. 


Sailors often leave their fhips in the Wett Indies. 


| Knew an inftance about four months aco, where all 
} the failors but one deferted; not know the caufe. 


Was never profecuted on his bond for failors left 


behind, but has an account of a negro unintentio- 


nally carried off, whofe value, £98 he was afterwards 
obliged to pay. 


Sr 


“or two more, than to a man he could nottruft. Be- 1789. 
Nieves one or two of his failors came out of a Guinea ~~ 
fhip. Has employed men out of the King’s fhips. esto fe 


Fie never knew the owner or captain get a farth-P. 268, 


ing by defertion, though the articles ftipulate that 
the wages fhall go to them. When a feaman runs 
away, he generally applies toa lawyer, and the aét is 
-over-ruled generally. What is given toa failor for 
/the run home, is generally a good deal more than 
the amount of wages due to him who deferts; hence 
it is a heavy charge upon the fhip to have their men 


-run away. Does not know what becomes of the 
forfeited wages. 


Wett India fhips defire in general to come homeP, 269. 


ftronger handed than they go out. 


The crew of a Weft India thip have their. river 
pay, and in general a month’s advance, on leaving 
Gravefend ; and notes left with feveral of their wives, 
for fo much a month till the fhip’s return, All 
which, in general, amounts to more than the wages 


_due to the feaman at his defertion; hence it is cer- 


tainly for the owner’s intereft, that the fame people 
who go out in his fhip, fhould return. | 


Ships of equal tonnage, by regifter, very much 


differ in real tonnage. Suppofe two fhips of 300 
tons each, carpenter’s or regifter tonnage, one nine 


feet depth of hold, the other twelve, the latter would 


certainly carry moft. 


Does not well know the conftruction of African 


L was 
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1789. was inthe trade. Believes they are in general thar 
tev~~_ built, for failing. The Weft India fhips are built | 
for burthen, full, | 


Witnefs examined—Captain Jonn Man. 


P, 284, Captain of the Grenville Bay, Weft Indiaman, — 
Has been nearly 20 years in the trade. About 16) | 
years to Grenada, and 4 to Jamaica. | 
" Js not, nor ever was, at all concerned in the Afri- | 
can trade. | 

It is the law or praétice, in.Grenada and Jamaica, | 

. to compel the captains of Weft India fhips, to carry _ 
back all the failors they carried out. | 

It is in general very much an object to the failors, © 
to get difcharged from their fhips in the Weft In-§] 
dies, that they may get home by the run. i 

Has always underftood, but not from his own 
knowledge, that the Weft Indies was confidered as 

P, 285,the fecond port of delivery in the African trade. ut 

It is common for failors to demand their difcharge,_ 
at the fecond port of delivery. | | | | 

In war, the pay they get for the run home, is 
more than their wages would have been, had they 
continued with the fhip they came out in; but in_ 
peace it feldom is fo much, j 
~ Has known them paid for the run home, in war, 
from 10 to 18 guineas, and fometimes from 25 to 
30 guineas; and generally a gallon of rum for every 

uinea, 

Has thipped failors inthe Weft Indies, which have” 
defired, againft the mafter’s with, to be difcharged 
from African fhips. | : 

When the fhip is entered at the Cuftom Houfe, 
Grenada, the mafter muft enter his mufter-roll, and 

P, 286, with a furety, fign a bond, each a £1000 penalty, 

| that a fingle man fhall not be difcharged. Yet fai- 
lors very often get away in war; the temptation of 

going by the run in the Weft Indies, may make 
them defert ; but believes this has little or no effe! 

in peace, fo eae q 
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‘Witnefs Examined—James Frazer, cs 
oF 

Has been 20 years in the African flave trade— Bate II. 

went out firft as fecond mate, afterwards as chief? | 

mate, till 1772, when he became commander. P. 3. 

Has made (from Briftol) 4 voyages to the coaft of p. 4, 

Angola, 1 to New Calabar, 5 to Bonny, 1 to the 

windward and gold coaft—a part of a voyage to the 

windward coaft, where he was captured — another 

| voyage to the windward coaft, drove from thence by 

a man of war—went to Angola, where, having pur- 

chafed half her cargo, returned and completed it 

upon the windward coaft. 

In his firft and fecond voyages as mafter, to An- 
| gola, he refided on fhore on Melimba hill—3 months 
the firft, and in the fecond voyage 7 months. 

The government is monarchical at Melimba, Ca-. 
‘benda, Loango, and at different other places he has 
heard—each of which are governed by diftinct mo- 
narchs—whofe authority, however, is frequently op- 
pofed by the principal officers. 
~ Numb, 2. A Thefe 


1790. 
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Thefe officers have the power of life and death— 


Part lI. they punith fometimes by mutilation, but com- 


i— monly adjudge the convict to be fold. (P. 6.)| 
When fentence is paffed, the perfon in whofe fa-| 


vour it is given is generally obliged to put it in exe- | 
cution ; and when he cannot, he has often no other | 
redrefs. In fome cafes the convict is fined—the fine | 


going to the judge. 


Vaffals flying from one diftnict, to put themfelves | 


under the protection of a mafter in another, often 


uccafion petty wars—private feuds between particu- | 


lar families, continued from father to fon, are ano-| 


ther fource of war. Many other caufes provoke war 


between the principal men of the country, which the | 


king has not power always to controul. 


The number of freemen in the country is propor- | 
tionally {mall—many find it unfafe to be free—and | 
for protection, become voluntary vaffals, or flaves, to | 


a great man. 


There are a certain defcription of flaves, who, by. 
the laws of the country, cannot be fent out of it;., 
but may be transferred from one mafter to another, | 


within the country. 


The crimes cognizable by thefe judges are:— 


Blood drawn in any quarrel—abufe of men in power, 


by curfing in a mode peculiarly offenfive in that 
country—adultery—poifoning and witchcraft ; in the 
latter cafe, after a fummary examination—the ac- 


cufed fometimes farther tried by ordeal, taking pills 


and a drink, adminiftered by the Feticke doctor— 
The doctor, it is fuppofed, according as he 1s paid, fo 
compofing thofe pills, as to have a favourable or 


unfavourable effect—if the accufed is found guilty, 


the magiftrate pronounces fenteace—to be fold, or put 


to death, if the convict is of the lower or middling 
rank ; and a heavy fine upon fuch as they cannot 
compel to undergo the trial perfonally, but who do it 
by deputy, and who are too powerful to be reduced 
to flavery. Having acquired their language in a 

| great 
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common medium of payment in purchafes of large 
value, or in goods, or in the proper money of the 
jcountry (which is a grafs cloth). 


wrcat meafure, he has fometimes attended one of 1790. 


thefe trials for 12 hours. Part Il. 
The families of the perfons fold become the flaves —~—» 
of the accufer. The fines are paid, either in flaves, a P. 7. 


Has underftood, that debts of long ftanding have, P. 8. 


|by order of the magiltrate, been adjudged to be paid 
feven fold, agreeable to cuftom. 

Debtors unable to pay are liable firft to have their 
flaves feized—then their children—their women next 
—and laftly themfelves, if the debt ftill remains un- 
Matisfied. | 

] Cannot fpeak to his own knowledge of any human 
facrifices in this part of Africa. 

_ The national productions of Angola are, caffada, 
calavances, plantanes, bananas, a few yams, a few 
j{weet potatoes, pumpkins, water melons, Indian 
corn, tobacco, and, though he never faw any, there 
muft be fome cotton, as they make a fort of cloths 
like what are made in the Portuguefe iflands, but of 
no value in trade—having been long abfent from that 
country, cannot particularize any other articles. 

A little tobacco is produced on the banks of the 
river Ambris (after being fertilized by the inundation 
Jin the rainy feafons) with very little labour. 

Has heard of partial famines in that country, and 
felt the effects of them fometimes—in not being able 
|to purchafe fufficient country provifions for the flaves 


feafons, but oftener by the indolence of the natives ; 
and, perhaps, by the impoffibility of preventing their 
crops from being ftolen. The people are profefied 
thieves. : 

Every article of cultivation in that country has been 
by the women. 

Europeans, trading on the coaft of Angola for 
flaves, have faétories on fhore at Melimba, Cabenda, 
and Loango—to which the people from the interior 

| A 2 parts 


—thefe may be occafioned by a failure in the rainy Pp, 9. 
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1790. patts bring down flaves, a jburney of one, two, and |} 
Part II, fometimes three months—thofe they barter for goods, 
Seen and fometimes return with freth flaves in a month or 

fix weeks, | 
Thofe brought for fale to thofe factories are com- |} 
monly of three nations—the Majumbas, fuppofed to 
come from a tra¢t of land fituated from the equi- | 
noxial line, to the latitude of 3 or 4 degrees fouth 
—the Congoes, from the kingdom of Congo, fup- | 
pofed to extend from 5% to 7 degrees fouth—the: } 
Madungoés, from the interior part of the country, 
and are a long time in coming down to the coaft; | 
they are funpofed to be Canibals, and, when the | 
queftion has been put to them, if they cat ome anaz } 
ther in their country, they owned it, faying 1t was the | 
fweetelt flefh they knew~-Of the the Madungoes, few 
are brought for fale. 4 
As to the Congoes and Majumbas, he generally | 
underftood that the black traders bought them in the | 
country; and fometimes they were brought down for | 
P. 10. fale by the original proprietors. The number from 
thofe two countries are nearly equal, with this dif; 
ference, that when a war fubfifts in either country, © 
there are feldom any flaves brought from the country 
at war. Either from the attention of the natives be-_ 
ing by that means diverted from every other object, 
or that the merchants find it dangerous to travel — 
through the country at the time, war Is carried on by 
ambuth and furprife, rather than by pitched battle | 
P. 11. in the open field. 4 
he captives thus made, are fold, and he has had 
their friends come and redeem fuch as he had bought 
fome weeks after. Numbers of flaves are obtained 
in this way, though but few fold to him; and the 
proportion of fuch fold to Europeans, {mall upon the 
whole, compared to what there may be, upon fome 
other parts of the coaft. : 
Thinks the greater part fold at Angola were born 
flaves, becaufe they appear generally cheerful and 
contented, and feldom exprefs any refentment again 
“ thofe 
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hofe who fold them. Some Congo princes fold him 1790. 
‘ome of their own flaves—and one of them in parti- Part IL. 
-ular fold him one of his wives (p. 10.)-~People of —\y—* 
Angola have as many wives as they can afford.— 
There may be a greater proportion of convicts among p 
tthe flaves fold there than can poilibly be known, as * 
they all fay they were honeft, and knew not for what 
Ithey were fold. Does not know of any flaves ob- 
frained by Europeans, by force or fraud. He has 
lbeen applied to by fome principal men of the coun- 
try to affift in feizing asa flave, a perfon who, they 
(aid, was condemned fyr crimes, and had armed 
Ibimfelf in defence—but he had always refuled. Be- 
Hieves (though he has not known any) that cafes have 
happened among the natives of kidnapping each other 
—the offender, in fuch cafe, if difcovered, would be 
feverely punithed, as well by the friends of the perfon 
ftolen, as by the fovereign of the country, (p. 9.) 
The black traders come to the forts attended by fome 
of the people on the coaft as brokers. They examine 
minutely the goods that are offered them, and if fatis- 
Vfed with the quantity and quality, the bargain is 
completed. In cafes where the affortment of goods 
has not pleafed them, or where the flaves have been. 
refufed by the Europeans—has known them fellafew P, 1 3. 
to the people on the coaft, at very low prices, and 
carry the reft back—has feen them fometimes beat and 
threaten the refufe flaves, who appeared always anxious 

to be fold with the reft. Thole of them who were 
young did not feem to be under the fame apprehen-. 

fions as the old; from whence he concluded the latter 

to be criminals, under fear of fome fort of punifhment. 

_ Ships ufually give long notice on the coaft of their 
intention to fail—the notice given, is loofing the fore- 

tops fail at fun rifing, and firing a oun.—Suppofes 

this notice is underftood even by the flaves on board, 

as well as by the natives—the flaves appear gene- 

rally impatient to leave the coaft-—The hour of fail- 

ing, is indifferently in the day or night, as the wind 

ferves. | Poi af 
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1760,  Lhinks there 1s 4 trade in flaves carried on bes 

: Part I], tween Angola and the eaftern parts of Africa. 
i wy  Confiders the practice of taking Pawns as a very 
| P. 14. bad one—it prevails at Angola, the windward coaft, 
and believes at other places—but feldom at Bonny. 
People will pawn their flaves, children, or other rela- 
tions, to procure goods—fome of the great men, will, 
perhaps, in a fit of paffion, order fome of their friends 
to be fold—thofe who are obliged. to put this ordér in 

P. rs, execution, will fometimes deliver the perfon as a 
pawn, taking his value in return—putting it thus 
in the power of the mafter to redeem the pawn. 
Captains of {hips are fometimes detained 2 or 3 days 
after they are ready to fail, waiting for the redemp-. 
tion of the pawns left with them—which, when the. 
friends are unable to do, they will borrow flaves for 
that purpofe from another veffel that is to remain a 
longer time upon the coaft, and pawn them anew— 
has known epidemical diftempers conveyed by this— 
means from fhip to fhip, to the deftru¢tion of many 
flaves. Pawns are always confidered as flaves until 
yedeemed, and when their friends refufe or are unable 
to redeem them, they are carried off and fold—has 
fometimes been. defired by pawns to carry them 
away, rather than they fhould be fhifted from fhip to 
ihip upon the coaft. 

P. 16, Ufed to be dayly on thore for 2 or 3 months at a 
time, in each of his 5 voyages to Bonny, has ac- 
quired a general knowledge of the government of 
the country—has heard there are 17 towns dependent 
on Bonny, fome of which he knows—there are at 
Bonny a certain number of people who are fuppofed _ 
to have an equal right to be at the head of the go- 
vernment.— As it derives its confequence from com- 
merce, matters of fhips have upon the death of a 

- king, a great influence in appointing his fucceffor. 

bY. 17. There are g parliament men, who with the king 
and a number of principal people of the towns make 
laws for the time—but at prefent the king, influ- 
enced by the priefts, directs every thing. The greater 


part 
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part of the inhabitants of Bonny are flaves—but as 1790. 
the fafety of the town depends upon the exertions of Part If, 
the whole—many of the flaves fcarce know them- | 
ifelves fuch, until by committing fome offences they 
fubjeé&t themfelves to punifhment—or to be fold. 

| Accertain number of the inhabitants are univer- 
ifally acknowledged to be free—there are alfo a num- 

ber of flaves, who themfelves poffefs 40, 50, or 
}more flaves, and are allowed by their matters to 
icarry on trade as freemen. Slaves purchafed from 

ithe interior part of the country may be fold at the 
jwill of their mafter—but thofe born in the town can- 

/not be fold out of it, but unlefs found guilty of cer- 
‘tain crimes. It is generally fuppofed the mafter, 
from his own intereft, will not falfely accufe his 
iflaves. 

_ Freemen charged with crimes, are brought before p, 3. 
ja tribunal of freemen, parliament men, and prief{s; 

)if convicted, he undergoes punifhment, which is ge- 
foerally arbitrary; cannot. fpeak particularly to the 
jcrimes thus tried; fome of them are, poifoning, 
Vormerly much practifed at Bonny, but rarely now ; 

a freeman convicted of this was to be put to death, 

and buried under ground—a flave thrown alive to 

he fharks — adultery and witchcraft are alfo tried 
}pefore this tribunal—knows not if theft is — believes 

|t is punifhed, in a freeman, by fine—in a flave, at 

he will of his mafter. For fome crimes the convi& 

's adjudged to be fold; but not out of the country, 
/'xcept in particular cafes. 

_ Slaves at Bonny generally procured by people that 

jive in the Up Country. If there ate wars, they go 

in their war canoes to the places in the Up Country 

where the fairs are held. The old or unfaleable 

ire fent back by the Bonny canoes, together with the 

soods received for fuch as had been fold. 

_ Has known no inftances of white traders poffeis- 

jng themfelves of Slaves by fraud or force; detection 
nfuch an attempt would be attended perhaps with 
leftruction, if not with a heavy fine—the black 

| . I traders 


1790. 
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traders do fometimes arreft men for debts real or pre-|, 


Part I]. tended, and obtain a judgment allowing them to fell] 
— fuch perfons for ilaves. \ 


Peel: 


P, 22. 


At Bonny there are generally two prices current for] 
flaves—the fhips preparing to fail paying higher than], 
thofe newly arrived. The price is fettled by the king, | 
the factors, and « captain-~,When the king breaks, | 
or opens trade with the thip, the affortment of the} 
cargo is fufficiently Known to all the traders—the} 
captain ufually goes on fhore to view the flaves in the| 
traders’ houfes—at night—if any then taken on| 
board are found faulty, they are returned early next) 
morning. The trader comes on board when he thinks| 
proper, for payrment-—and then, not before, he and| 
his people examine the goods very minutely. | 

Never knew an inftance of fhips leaving the river] 
Bonny, without giving previous notice, although not| 
neceflary there. 1 

There are many circumftances by which all the 
people in Bonny are fuiliciently warned of the fhips 
being ready to depart. | 

The mode of carrying on trade at Calabar, 
not differ efentially from that at Bonny. 

- The government there is fimilar to that of Bonny 
the town has been for feveral years paft governed 
by a man whole condition 1s that of a flave —his name 
Amachree-—he was obliged to fupport his mafter for 
feveral years, though his own wealth gave him power 
over him, and he often flogged him when difpleafed. 

There is generally a weekly fair at Calabar for 
flaves—they can fell their canoe boys, which the people 
of Bonny are not permitted to do, even though they 
may have been brought from the interior country, 
as they are deemed ufeful to the country in general. | 

Believes there are no natural productions in the 
countries of Bonny and Calabar, which might be- 
come fubjects of exportation—there is a little ivory— 
and a few cotton cloths brought thither from other 
places ; but thefe are too dear, or of too coarfe a qua- 
lity—the kings at both places are obliged to keep 4 

certain 


does 
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ban country, &c.—a little palm oil is alfo fometimes 
Joought at Calabar and Bonny—but feldom more than 
is wanted for the Slaves provifions. 


— 


rt 
if 


Poart. 

' The country in general produces rice, Guinea 
corn, caffada, plantains, bananas, limes, pine apples, 
oranges, and fuch other fruits as aie to be found in 
“he Weft Indies—has bought ivory at moft parts of 
che coaft he frequented, and camwood at one place. 

1 Ships accuftomed to flave there fend their boats 
along fhore and up rivers; they alfo eftablith facto- 
nes on fhore. 


de Verd to Cape Negro. The foundings are for the 
moft part very regular, and the ground favor 
anchorage. Refpecting harbours, fays there are 
feveral places where he conceives fhips may lye with 
fafety, viz. Gambia and Sierra Leon, and, perhaps, 
{ome other rivers on the windward coaft. ‘There are 
others at Bonny and Calabar, and believes at Old Ca- 
Jabar. The current of the Congo is fo rapid that 
(hips cannot at all times get in. At Mount Negro, 
lat. 10 deg. fouth, there is a very deep bay, open, he 
thinks, from fouth weft to north weft. ‘The anchor- 
age good—a good rivulet of frefh water—the coun- 
try, as far as the eye can reach, an arid fand, defti- 
tute of all vegetation. There is fome rifque from 
the bars and fhoals at the entrance of Rivers—but 
believes that experienced perfons may at. all times, 
when the wind permits, go into the river Gambia 
and Sierra Leon’ | 

On the windward coaft, between the fhoals of St. 
“Anne and Cape Palmar, and from thence down to 
the Gold Coaft, knows no place where, in the rainy 
feafon, fhips boats can land with fafety. The aiflitt- 
ance of canoes is at that time neceflary, which are 
Numb. 2. B alfo 


Has been often on the windward coaft—not in every P. 


Knows moft part of the coaft of Africa from Cape p, 
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rertain number of teeth, 2 or 3 for each fhip— 1790. 
fometimes they make their fcarcity a pretence for Part II. 
i: payment—the cloths come from Benin, the Brafs- -— 
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‘alfo often overfet and the goods deftroyed—it is} 


Part IJ. much the fame at Bonny in the bad feafon; with this} 
w/— difference, that the Tornado blows from the fhore on 


Pave: 


the windward coatt, but towards the fhore at Bonny 3] 
there are fome places fheltered by rocks, where a} 
landing may be effected, and boats, acquainted with] 
the bars, can go into the rivers, but no veffels that} 
draw much water. The currents are fo ftrong and] 
the fea fo rough, that no feamen are equal to the la-| 
bour of rowing to and from fhore. The fea beats) 
more violently on the fhores than he ever faw in any| 
other part of the world, at the full and change off 
the moon. | | 

It is feldom that a fufficiency of provifions can be 
got any where on the coaft, either for the muddle 
paflage or while the fhip is trading; believes moft 
Englith thips buy what country provifions they can! 
get, though generally furnifhed from England witha 
fufficiency for the whole voyage; that intended for 
the negroes confifting of beans, rice, fome ftock fith, 
flour, bread, and beef. | 

The flaves while in the hands of the black traders 
for fale, are fed on corn or plantains ;failing thefe, on 
the root of the caffada. | 

The flaves who are natives of the fea coaft, fhew a 
reluctance at leaving it and their relations, but the 
number of thofe is very inconfiderable. | 

With refpec& to the arrangement on board for the 
accommodation of the flaves, and their treatment 
while lying on the coaft and on the middle paflage— 
Says, on the coaft of Angola, they are fo long in 
purchafing the cargo, that the fhip 1s fit for fea feve- 
ral days before the purchafe is completed. The 
{pace between decks is ufually divided into 3 apart- 
ments—the fexes are feparated, and the boys havea 
room by themfelves. The Angola flaves being very 
peaceable, are feldom confined in irons —and they 
are allowed to keep below or upon deck, as they 
pleafe--it is defirable to have them all day upon 
deck, and engaged in fome exercife— thofe whe 


fleer 


iy 
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Jean between decks, and fome think, (though he is 
sot of the number) that frequent waihing the fhoors is 
lernicious, from the difficulty of thoroughly drying 


If 


hem. 

| So foonas the flaves are brought up, a canvas hofe, 
1 pipe, is fixed to the head pumps, and conveys the 
tyater down between decks, which are {crubbed ufu- 
Jily with bricks and fand, then wathed clean, and 
wabbed as dry as poffible. Pans with {trong fires, 
we placed in different parts, which generally dry be- 
ween decks perfectly in an hour—but the fires are 
yenerally kept an hour or two longer—if the weather 
ind time of day permit—tobacco, brimftone, &c. are 
requently burnt below to fweeten the rooms. Every 
hip has gratings, and moit have air ports, others have 
jifferent contrivances to admit air. 

In rainy weather, though not cold, it is thought 
anfafe to admit them upon deck, when they defire 


it neceflary fometimes to keep them below ; but they 
ire commonly fo fenfible of cold, that no reftraint is 
feldom complain of heat while 
the air is fweet—they complain often of cold be- 
sveen decks — they will often fleep expofed to the 
Neat of the fun —a proof they can bear heat better 
than Europeans—they are accumftomed in Africa 
to have fre in their huts, at once to keep them 


clofe together, the face of one to the back of another 
—this is alfo a common cuftom among the flaves on 
board —care is likewife taken to keep them clean in 
their perfons, by wafhing and furnifhing them with 
palm oil, wifen it is to be had. Particular care is 
taken as to their provifions, conforming them as 
near as may be to what they had been ufed to in 
‘Africa. Plantains, bananas, &c., will not keep at 
fea; but in every voyage he has made to Angola, or 
to any other country, he had always as much provi- 
BZ > : fions 


Vt. There are alfo cold fogs and dews which make | 


If 


leep in the day, difturb others in the night, andifper- 1790, 
mitted to talk then, it adds confiderably to the heat be- Part II. 
ow. Particular attention is paid to keeping the fhips ~~ 


Poo. 


warm, and drive away the Muskitoes — they lye P. 32. 
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1790. fions as they could eat, and fufficient wine and fpiris | 
Part I], tuous liquors for the ufe of the negroes and thip’s’} 
—— company —when ailing, the furgeon’s orders were,’ | 


and he had free leave, to give them any thing in the |} 
thip. As good a ftock of frefh provifions were laid in}| 
on the coaft as could conveniently be kept on board, | 
It is defirable, and is their own with, to make their 
meals upon deck; and, though their tood 1s boiled | 
to a confiftency to be eat without, a fpoon is given to 
each, which, however, they will feldom ufe—they 
are generally 10 ina mefs—when done eating, they 
are allowed to drink as much ufually as they chufe 
—they have regularly 2 meals aday, and almoft al- 
ways a middle meal, of bread, and beef, pork, or | 
ftock-fith, &c.; fometimes calavances, of which) | 
they are in general fond. ‘This middle meal not be- 
ing cuitomary in their own country, they confider 
as an induleence. The moft humane of the fhip’s 
company are generally appointed to attend the flaves 
and ferve their provifions. The chief officers have 
their re{pective ftations to attend them. ‘Their ge- | 
neral cheerful difpofition 1s encouraged — they have | 
frequent amufements peculiar to their country—lit- 
tle games with {tones or fhells, dancing, jumping, 
and wreftling—they are neverthelefs apt to quarrel ; 
and it is the charaéter of an African to be impla- 
cable. 

A fum of money is allotted to the furgeon, that 
he may fupply himfelf with the neéeffary medicines 
for the voyage: itis his duty, of which he is often 
reminded, to inquire every morning into the ftate of 
health of the flaves. For the fick flaves fome apart- 
ment 1s allotted where they are leait likely to be mo- 
lefted. The mafter and officers are interefted in the 
health and fafety of the flaves. Should any die, the 
furgeon lofes his head money, which isa fee of a 
ihilling for each ilave fold, paid out of the proceeds 
of the cargo; and the captain his commiffion of fo 
much per cent. upon the grofs or nett produce of the 
cargo, according to agreement with his owner. 
Should 
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Should the flaves be brought to market in a fickly 1790. 
ftate, the officers, 1ft and 2d mates and furgeon, will Part IT. 
lofe upon their privilege flaves, for which they are “~~ 
paid at the average rate of the cargo. The captain 

alfo had formerly privilege flaves and coatt commif- P. 30. 
fions; but the mode of paying him by a commiffion 

fon the proceeds of the cargo in the Weft Indies is 

jnow moft general, and deemed the mott equitable, 

las making the owner’s and mafter’s interefts reci- 

} procal. 

| The climate of the coaft of Angola generally 
'confidered healthy; but the change of the feafons P, 31. 
have a fimilar effect upon the conftitution as in this 
lcountry, and affects natives as well as ftrangers — 

I frequently had fevere illneffes himfelf, but never P, 32. 
Noft any of his crew or flaves there. 

| The weather to be met with from thence to the 

| Weft Indies depends upon the feafon at leaving the 

| coaft, but in general the pailages from Angola are 

| fafe and fure. 

| In the thips which he has failed in from Angola 

the mortality has been very moderate, either among 

\the flaves or the crew. 

| Made two voyages as fecond and chief mate from 

| Angola; one in the Amelia of Briitol, the other in P.. 33. 
the Polly, both commanded by Capt. Thomas Dun- 

}cap. In the Polly (cannot fpeak to her tonnage) 

| they purchafed nearly 500 flaves; the mortality be- 
lieves was very {mall; average price very high—this 
‘voyage concluded in 1772. 

| Commanded the fhip Catherine in 1772 5 made 2 

| voyages from Angola to South Carolina; her tonnage 
jabout 140 by regifter; purchated upwards of 80 
flaves; loft about 8 on the coaft; on the middle paf- 

|fage, as far as he recollects, the lofs very moderate ; 

loft one feaman on the middle paflage, and a boy at 
_Charieftown. 

In fecond voyage purchafed upwards of 309 
flaves ;. was not permitted to fell them in Carolina ; 
obliged to return to the Weft Indies ; fhip in a dif- 

? 2 | trefled 
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1790. treffed condition, nearly foundered at fea; loft, if 
Part II. he recollects right, 2 or 3 flaves upon the coaft; 
~~ mortality at fea very trifling till the fhip became 


leaky ; cannot fpeak to the exact number who died; 
loft 3 or 4 feamen on the coaft and middle paflage. 

Ships bound for Bonny and Calabar carry gene- 
rally from England beans, fometimes rice, flour, 
bread, and beef, but never in fo large quantities as’ | 
to Angola, as the flaves have commonly one or more 
meals a day of yams;*except in this refpect they 
are meffed exactly as on the trade from Angola — 
generally eat the beans and rice with reluctance, 
always preferring yams, the ufual food of their 
country. ! | 

Being more vicious than the Angola flaves, they 
are kept under ftricter confinement; fhew alfo more 
reluctance at leaving the coaft; of opinion that 
white men intend to eat them; fuppoied to arife 
from their being themfelves canibals. . 

Many of them appear half ftarved when brought 
down fer fale; likewife complain of want of provi- 
fions and other hard treatment in their own country ; 
but as officers are not permitted to go up the rivers, 
little can be known of the inland country. 

Ships trading at Bonny generally take in their water 
there; they can water at 3 or 4 different places be- 
fides—at Calabar there are 2 watering places, both 
frequented. | 

Some veffels call at St. Thomas’s for refrefhments ; 
he never did. s 

Does not recolle¢t the mortality on board the 
Alexander, which he commanded in a voyage from 
Calabar in 1776, but it was very moderate. 

The mortality next year on board the Valiant, 
commanded by him, was confiderable—of about 
500 flaves, loft above 100, occafioned by the meaifles. 

On board the Tartar, which he commanded in a 
voyage from the windward and gold coaft, of from 
270 to 280 flaves, the lofs did not exceed 3; the» 
crew 60, of which 2 that were foreigners died on the 


gold 
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gold coaft, and 1 drowned on the windward coaft, 1790. 
‘the remainder he believes he carried in good health Part I. 
to Jamaica; thinks the burthen of the Tartar was “—y—~ 
140. to 160 tons; in this veflel he was taken, and P. 36. 
}ioft all his papers, of courfe has no documents to 
refer to refpecting this or former voyages. 
' Commanded the Emilia in a voyage in 1783, be- 
| oun on the windward coaft ; drove from thence by a 
French fhip of war ; failed to the river Ambris, pur- 
‘chafed there 140 to 10 flaves; returned to the 
| windward coaft and completed his cargo; had nearly 
/ an equal quantity he thinks of Angola and Wind- 
| ward-coaft flaves; mortality on the paflage very 
} {mall; reafon why he does fpeak with certainty, 
| came to town on private bufinefs, and not expecting 
| to be called upon to fpeak in this bufinefs, brought 
| no papers with him; was on the coaft on this voyage 
| he thinks 8 or 9 months. | 
| He made 4 voyages in the fame fhip from Bonny: 
| in the firft, of 490 flaves, loft 50, fold the remains 
) der at Dominica; the mortality in part occafioned 
|| by the fhip getting aground on the bar in pong out, 
| which obliged the air ports to be fhut ; this was ac- 
| knowlédged by the underwriters, who, upon appli- 
| cation, were willing to pay a part of the lofs, but P. 
| there being no precedent to go by, the owners dropt 
} their claim; mortality of the crew on this voyage 
-inconfiderable; they were feldom employed from 
the thip, and fheltered there from the rains and dews 
| by an awning of mats. 
- In the 2d voyage purchafed 420 flaves; loft on 
| the coaft and in the paflage to Jamaica upwards of 30 
-—the crew 40 to’ 44, of which he thinks loft 4 on 
_ the coaft and paflage. | 
_ Purchafed in the 3d voyage upwards of 400; loft 
in the paffage to Grenada about 40—crew upwards 
| of 40, loft about 4. 
|. In the 4th voyage purchafed about 570; fent off 
150 of thefe in a tender to St. Thomas's; of thefe 
has been informed 5 died, and one of the crew was 
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1790. loft by accident. He carried the remainder of his | 
Part II. purchafe to St. Kitt’s ; loft upwards of 20 on the | 
ty” coaft and in the paflage; loft near 20 more while} 
lying in Baffeterre road by an epidemical diforder | 
which then prevailed over all the ifland: of the 
crew (44 or 45 in number) 3 or 4 died, but cannot } 
{peak pofitively. 
In his laft voyage to Jamaica the mortality on the } 
coaft, middle paflage, Kingfton harbour, and on} 
fhore, previous to fale, exceeded 100; the hurri- | 
cane came on before the day of fale, and drove moft | 
of the fhips on fhore; the flaves fuffered much du- | 
‘ring the bad weather ; there was a fcarcity of water, | 
and a total want of country provifions ; the ftock of | 
yams brought from Africa was expended ; they were | 
indifferently fed, and very badly lodged on thore, | 
the places appropriated for their fhelter being de- | 
ftroyed by the hurricane; had been advertifed for 
fale at two different times, but no purchafers ap- | 
peared ; the diforder which they are ufually fubject | 
to in their own country, together with the fever that | 
then raged in Kingfton, broke out amongft them; | 
mortality, after the fhip’s arrival, 60 to 70, but can- 
not fpeak precifely. | 
With refpect to the additional extraordinary pre- 
cautions taken with the flaves from Bonny, they (the 
Brafs-pan men excepted) are fecured as the wind: 
ward and gold-coaft flaves ; the full-grown men are- 
chained two and two with leg-irons and handcuffs ;_ 
when their number is large, and any of the failors” 
fick or abfent, or the captain on fhore, it is necef- 
fary to confine them below; fo foon as the fhip was 
out of fight of land, he ufually took off their hand- 
cuffs, and foon after their leg-irons ; never had the 
flaves, even from the gold and windward coaft, in 
irons during the middle pafflage, except a few who 
were mutinous. 
n board the fhips he commanded there was al- 
ways plenty of provifions and water, but not always 


the fort they liked beft. 


He 
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were put to fhort allowance. 


sroportion of landmen before the laft war than fince— 
never knew any exact proportion obferved; bur, 
ince the laft peace, there are many half feamen 


That are feldom received into any other trade than that 
Jo Guinea. In the Alexander, his crew of 39 was 


hus made up; Io officers, 6 able feamen, about 15 


jhalf feamen—the remaining 8 landmen. 


One voyage with the Catharine he had 14 able 
eamen, both thefe in time of peace; aboard the 
Tartar, during the war, had 16 or 18 able feamen. 

It was his wifh and orders, that the feamen fhould 
ye treated with tendernefs; he paid every neceflary 
ittention to the health and fafety of every individual 
iboard his fhip. The furgeon was conftantly pro- 
rided with a medicine cheft, and had liberty to give 
he fick wine, frefh provifions, and every refrefhment 
m board—their refpective mefs-mates had orders 
ikewife to give every neceflary attendance and affif- 
ance. 

- Landmen lefs fit, when grown up, to bear the 
change of climate than feamen and young lads; can- 
1ot fay precifely whether young lads or feamen fuffer 


l 
t 


With refpect to wages, it has beenthe cuftom at 
3riftol, to pay from 1 to 3 mos. advance fterling be- 


ime that has elapfed fince failing from Briftol, is 
daid in currency. 
_ No part of the crew can be difcharged in the Weft 
‘ndies, but by the authority of a chief magiftrate, 
vho muft indemnify the mafter of the fhip, who has 
yrevioufly given bond of rseol. and the faé¢tor ano- 
her for fame fum at the Secretary’s office, that none 
f the crew fhall be left to diftrefs the country. 
Numb, 2 ( some 


noft, as too many of the latter come dileafed on 
poard the Guinea fhips. | 


ore failing; inthe W. Indies, the wages for half the 
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of provifions, but neither the flaves nor fhip’s crew Part II. 
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Some of the crew frequently apply to attornies at | 
law to obtain their difcharge ; and the Vice-Prefident | 
of the Admiralty, on the requett, ufually iffues an | 
order to the Captain to comply ;.the men fo dif-| 


charged, are often a burthen to the country, con- 


tracting fi ficknefs from idlenefs and intemperance; ng | 
feaman or landman can be forced to receive their 


difcharge before the conclufion of the voyage. 
Thinks it is neither for the intereft of the owners, 


nor the crew, that the Commander fhould be allowed | 


becaufe, in 


to difcharge a man in the Weft Indies ; : 
he always conceived that every 


difcharging one man, 


other man in the fhip had a right to the fame if he| 
defired it; he underftood this to be the cuftom in| 


oenerally avail them- 


and that failors g 


merchant fhips, 
felves of 
man or landman, 

main in the cot untry, 


concurrence of the whole fhip’s company in writing, 


withed 


In his laft voyage to Jamaica, the failors became. 
very quarrelfome among themfelves, and ] difcharged | 


for which reafon if any offender, fea-' 
for his difcharge, to re- 
he firft made him obtain the. 


from 12 to 14 healthy people, upon condition that . 


in cafe they were not “thi ipped on board other veffels 
he would take them again, changing their names, a 
cuftoin very common among failors. 

Fias not generally difcharged any of his crew in 


r 
| 


other voyages, unlefs compelled by the authority of . 


a magiftrate, or an officer of the navy. 
Some feaien who have made a voyage with him—~ 
have waited till he was ready to go on another, res 


fufing the offer of other employment in the interval, 


Some, both able and ordinary feamen, have gone 3 
voyages, and a few 4. 


Mr. Alexander Falconbridge failed two voyages 


with him, one to the Rite ird. coaft and Angola 


and another. to Bonny, and part of a third to. th 
windward coaft, when the fhip was taken—Mr. F. 
had always declared that he underftood little of the 
language of the country, 
which 
z 


In one of the voyages, in. 


AFRICA. FRAZER. 


which Mr. F. was with him, recollects the circum- 
ftance of a man being brought a-long fide the fhip, 
and delivered on board, who he believes, did not 
know that he was going to be fold—but *from not 
underftanding the language of the country, cannot 
fay whether the man had been invited off to look at 
the fhip or not. (Says he had no bufinefs to queftion 
the right of that perion who fold him this man, as 
(chat might have ftopped further trade between them. 
The fact was known to a number of traders, and the 
jan was put on board publicly in the forenoon; ne- 
ver was applied to to deliver him up again.) 

In that voyage to Bonny, when Mr. F. was with 
him, “a few of the flaves there purchafed, informed 
aim, that they were’ taken forcibly or by furprife ; 
‘he means in the manner in which he has defcribed 
he Angola wars) many of them owned they were 
Javes intheir own country, but the little knowledge 
ie had of the language did not enable him to diftin- 
ruifh thofe that were born flaves, or made fuch; 
loes not believe the practice of kidnapping by fmall 
yarties from 6 to 10, and bringing flaves to the black 
yeople’s houfes, can exift at Bonny. 

Recollects, that while trading at the river Ambris, 
_fignal was made one afternoon from the land, for 
\im to come on fhore with his boat, when a perfon 
Was fold and delivered to him, who, being a fith- 
tman,. was accufed of having afked a greater price 
or his fifh than he ought ; he was himilelf the only 
erfon in the fhip that underfiood a word of the lan- 
‘uage of the natives ; they told him the man was a 
(reat rogue; the principal officers, aud the King’s 
seople were prefent when the goods were paid for 
m3 thefe officers, as their titles implied, he con- 
dered as the Minifter of Finance and of the war de- 
artment; knows sean at all of this man’s guilt, 
bferved that he behaved very infolently, and heard 
am accufed. l.of afking more for his fifh than cuftom- 
ty—does not know ‘of any other crime befides ex- 
2 ae tortion 
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1790. tortion charged againtt the fifherman—they were not | 
Part IT. obliged to tell if there was. } 


nl 


From his own knowledge while in health, and the} 
report of his officers while fick, he judged that twice} 
as many flaves were returned to the country as he| 
beught—for the reafons before given—that if they] 
had been kidnapped, a trader would probably have} 
fold them at any price, rather than carry them back, | 
at the hazard of a difcovery. | 

When arrived at the river Ambris in that voyage, | 
Mr. F. was with him—he was told by the natives, | 
that his was the firft fhip that had been flaving on| 
that coaft for feveral years—of which he acquainted | 
his officers. His fhip was feveral weeks upon| 
the coaft at that time, before any flaves were offered | 
for fale—cannot fay the exa&t time—he purchafed at! 
different times a few flaves from the towns on the fea! 
coaft—the flaves, when no fhips lye there, are fent: 
to St. Paul de Loando or Cabenda—Every time he) 
has traded at the river Ambris, if there was no veffel | 
there before him, it was fome time before the flaves 
from the interior part of the country were brought: 
down—does not recollect any inftance at this place,’ 
of a flave being reclaimed by the government of the: 
country, as having been improperly fold—but has. 
known inftances at MeJimba—in fuch cafes, he was 
always offered and accepted a flave in exchange. 

Believes the Captains feldom or never enquire 
concerning the right which thofe perfons who offer 
negroes for fale have to difpofe of them—believes 
every Captain would be confidered as a fool by any 
trading man, to whom he put fuch a queftion. | 

The flaves in general have not a great averfion to 
horfe-beans—thofe purchafed at Cabenda and Me- 
limba always eat beans when mixed with rice, with 
much fatisfaction The country about the Ambris 
produces a great deal of calavances.—The flaves he 
purchafed there, were fonder of calavances, Indian 
corn and caflada, than of any ocher food—they are not 
very 
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very fond of beans, but like them well enough when 
mixed with rice and ftock fith. 


ways ufed perfuafion—force is always ineffectual. 


make him {wallow them, if he perfifted in refuting 
to eat—and defies any perfon to prove that he has 


idone fo. 


Being at one time fick in his cabin, the chief mate 
and furgeon once and again came to inform him, 
that there was a man upon the main deck, that 
would neither eat, drink, or {peak—he defired them 
to ufe every means in their power to perfuade him 
to fpeak, and affign reafons tor his filence—defired 


Ithat fome of the other flaves fhould be employed to 


endeavour to make him fpeak;—when informed, 


that he ftill remained obftinate, and not knowing 


whether it was fulkine/s or infanity, he ordered the 
Vy» 


chief mate, or furgeon, or both, to prefent him with 
a piece of fire in one hand, and a piece of yam in 
the other, and to report what effect that had upon 
him—he was told that the man took the yam and eat 
it, and threw the fire overboard—this man was after- 
wards fhewn to him, dreft in a frock and trowfers, 
which had been given him by the failors, for wath- 


ing and mending their clothes—and he fold for 
upwards of gol. at Grenada. | 

He has fometimes threatened them, when they 
were fulky, and would not eat their provifions, tel- 
ling them they fhould have no yams if they did not 


eat their beans—has fometimes found it neceflary to 


punith, or caufe to be punifhed flightly, fome of the 


flaves for different offences—Mr. F. was frequently 
employed to do this with his own hands—who never 


faid he thought what was ordered unreafonable, or 


did it ina manner that fhewed he thought the pu- 
‘nifhment undeferved—the reafon for, ordering Mr. 


F. to do this, was, that he judged him a properer 


/perfon than any other; becaufe in general, he was 


attentive 


ae | 


1790. 


art.tte 


When negroes have refuled their food, he has al- “~v~” 


Never did hold hot coals toa negro, thieatening to p, vey 
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1790, attentive to the flaves.—Says that himfelf, Mr. F.| 
Part If, and the chief mate have often been provoked to pu-| 
wey nifh flaves flightly without any great caufe—their| 
peevifhnefs, perverfenefs, and obftinacy, counter-| 
acting moft of his endeavours to keep them comfort-| 
able, and relieve them in their fea-ficknefs and other | 
complaints—has with his own hands punithed failors | 
for mal-treating negroes. | 
P. 46, Recollects, that when lying in the river Ambris, 
very fick in his cabin, a number of women, by ne-} 
elect of locking the gun-port gratings, got out and | 
attempted to {wim on fhore. ‘There were 3 among | 
the number from the King’s town at Ambris. Bes 
lieves they were all taken up again, and brought on 
board. The fhip was then about a mile from fhore. | 
One of the black traders, who had come on board on | 
fome pretended bufinefs, late at night, contrary to | 
the cuftom of the country, was fufpected of having | 
induced thefe women to leave the fhip. | 
In the river Bonny, and elfewhere, precautions | 
are ufed to prevent flaves from going overboard ;— 
on the coaft of Angola never knew any precautions | 
taken. Women and boys are never confined. | 
It was his cuftom, in theriver Bonny, to fend the 
ailing flaves on fhore, when there were but few; and 
if their diforder required the aid of a furgeon, he 
always fent the furgeon to vifit them; when reco- 
vered, they were brought on board; if they died, 
they were alfo brought along fide, to be fatisfied that 
they were not ftolen away. The female which he 
fuppofes alluded to in the queftion, after fuffering 
much from fea-ficknefs, and feeming to pine and 
wafte, was fent on fhore, and left in charge of one: 
of her own countrywomen ; was informed fhe hanged’ 
herfelf ;—all he knows is, that fhe was brought along- 
fide when dead. She was an Ebo flave from the in- 
terior country. | 
Never underftood that it was frequent with the 
flaves of that country to hang themfelves. 3 


Never. 
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Never knew any one claim a right to difpute the 1790. 
right of the great men of the country of Angola to Part IT, 
fell their friends, relations, or families. Ceney 
As he always paid the price of a flave for every P. 47. 
oawn he received, he muft have underitood that the 

serfon who delivered fuch pawn, had a right to pawn 

ar to fell him ; and fuch pawn not being redeemed, 

t was confidered as a purchafe ;—but is not fuffi- 

tiently acquainted with the laws of the country, to 

infwer precifely tothe queftion, Whether no perfons 

ire put on board fhips as pawns, but fuch as are 

jable to be fold by the cuftom of the country. The 

aws being often made for the occafion, it is impof- 

Vible to tell for what defcription of crimes perfons 

jmay be fold to the Europeans. 

On the windward coaft, where he has mentioned 

canoes being often overfet, and goods loft, fuch 
wccidents happen more frequently in going on fhore 

jhan in coming off. The flaves in general are brought 

off in canoes, the people on fhore affifting to puth 

hem clear beyond the furf, when they are taken into 


he fhips boats. 

_ Never knew an inftance of flaves confined in thofe 
canoes. 

_ He has fometimes allotted a part of the cabin for 
he fick ; at other times, part of the boys room. 

It is often neceflary on the middle pailage, but Pp, 48. 
pever knew an inftance of the gratings being covered 
}nd the air ports fhut at the fame time. 
|. Does not believe it a general practice for failors to 
lefert from Guinea fhips to fhips of war in the Welt 
ndies ; it happened twice to himfelf. 

_ itis common for failors to defert from Guinea 
jhips in the Welt Indies, when feamen are fcarce, 

ind a high price given for the run home ;—has 
ieard them often declare, before they left England, 
hat this was one of the reafons for which they en- 


leavoured to have a higher advance of wages before ' 
jhey embarked, 


Is 


Ty 


go. 
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Part II. fhall be foon. 


+— The fines impofed on convicts, go, firft, to the| 
P. 49.relations of the perfons ‘poifoned. 
paid by both parties, and fhares in the fines, and the| 
King and chief officers have alfo part of hein: 

Refpecting the treatment of flaves in that coun-| 
try—has feen them at meals fitting round their maf- | 


P. 


51. 


Te Roe 


ter. 


Never faw an inftance of a veffel loft on the coaft | 
of Africa; has heard of fome, but few. 
for a paflage from Angola, 
Bonny, or the wincivard coatt, from 60 to 80 ga Tions | 
of water per man, and had generally a fourth of his | 
ftock left at the end of his voyage. | 

Does not recollect any inftance of Captains being | 
convicted of leaving failors in the Weft Indies, and 
paying the penalty ;—never had any law difpute him- | 


He uted to lay in, 


felf with any of his people. 


Grafs cloth paffes for money in Africa as brafs | 
money or {mall change does with us ;—has feldom 
feen a fufficient quantity of it to purchafea flave.— 


Ts at prefent unemployed in the flave trade, but | 


The doétor is | 


Much of itis deftroyed in wrapping up the dead ;—_ 


has alfo feen it worn by the natives. 
Believes perfons fuppofed acceflary to witchcraft, 


are liable to be burnt. 


Believes a number of the aged flaves are criminals, 


or confidered as fuch. 


A Rae BRAT Mi « at the river. 


Ambris, related to him on his fecond voyage with 
Capt. Duncombe, makes him think that a number of 
them are put to death. A Cabenda boy, whom he_ 
had with him as a linguift, informed him that a flave 
whom he had refufed to purchafe, was put to death 


in the fol lowing manner ; 


The owner, 


(who was 


from the inland country) calling the traders and 
filhers together underatree, accufed him of difho- 
nefty; faid that he had run off thrice, and thereby 
coft him more than he was worth, in the cuftomary 


rewards for apprehending him; 


that he gained no- 


thing by his labour; and that the white man having 


refufed 
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tances of moft horrid cruelty. 


o be very criminal, they have aright, it would ap- 
bear, to put their own flavés to death ; and of courle 
ny ufelefs criminal, or old flave, may be fuppofed 
jable to like treatment; in which he is confirmed by 
Joother circumftance. Having gone on fhore in.the 
Wvening, for the benefit of the air, accompanied by 
us linguift, he was led by him toa {pot where fome 
if the countrymen were going to kill a fucking 
thild. Upon being afked the reafon, they faid it 
vas of no value: having requefted, in that cafe, that 
t might be given to him, he was anfwered, that if 
ie had any ufe for the child, it was worth money ; 
ie finally beught it for ajug of brandy, and ic hap- 
ened to belong to a young female whom Captain 
4awfon had bought that very day. Capt. Lawfon 
nanked him, and carried it on board. On its being 


iffed his feet. 
_ The laft time he was at Melimba, there were fome 
‘omifh miffionaries fettled at Chelango, but it pro- 
uced no effect on the manners of the natives. 
} Did not mean to fay that the domettic flaves, or 
allowers, were well fed; they might be fo, if in- 
uitrious ; moft parts of the country which he has 
2en being tolerably fertile—but never faw any man 
orking in the grounds, that being the women’s pro- 
ince. Seldom any of them came to his factory, 
tho were not hungry, and glad of the worft provi- 
ons he had to fpare. No large tracts that might 
¢ ploughed or planted, but here and there very fer- 
le fpots. 


Has been witnefs to a mode of carrying on war 


ut no captives were made in it. | 
Numb. 2. D In 


refufed him, he would put him to death, to fave 1790, 
further expence, and as an example to his other Part I. 
Javes. This he inftantly executed, with circum- “~\- 


From what befel this flave, who he did not fuppofe P. 53. 


jrefented to the mother, fhe fell on her knees, and 


jt Melimba between the great men of the country, P. 55. 
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In every voyage he has made, there was alway: 
more than room enough for the flaves, except in thq 
firft voyage to Bonny in the Emilia. ! 

The diforders incident to feamen aboard Guineg 
fhips, are fcurvy and fevers. ! 

The feamen got at Briftol for the Guinea trade} 
being inferior to thofe of other ports, it is feldom 
neceflary to give more. wages than in the W. Indig 
trade ; but in general they have had 5s. per mont 
more. | 

Was a prifoner of war in Niort of Poictiers, France| 
for 8 months. | 

Has been fince to months in France, at Bourdeaux| 
Nantz, St. Maloes, Havre de Grace, Harfleur, anq 
Rouen.—Returned in Auguft ;—made every inquiry 
he could refpecting the African trade. | 

Several French merchants, having all their owf 
vefiels and officers employed, propofed to him to fi 
out from this country, to purchafe flaves, unde) 
French colours, and carry them to St. Domingo.— 
Good flaves fell in general, at St. Domingo, for 6ol 


Such friends as he formerly knew on the coaft o 
Africa, and are now eftablifhed at Nantz, St. Ma 
loes, and Rochelle, have offered him employmen 
for him({elf, and as many of his officers and friend 
as he would recommend. | 

Has been credibly informed, that the Africat 
flave trade has been confiderably extended in France 
fince the idea of abolition was taken up in England 
has been told in France, and in this country, tha 
the merchants of Bourdeaux and others concernes 
in that trade, pay from 8 to ro per cent. for mone: 
to carry iton. ‘There were 360 fail of veffels, whof 
tonnage, on an average, was 352 ts. employed in th 
African and Weft-India trade from Bourdeaux ;— 


_ their cargoes in general are much richer than ours 


having more cotton, indigo, and coffee. | 
Thinks it more than probable, if the flave trad 
wert 
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n more extenfively than now. 


f abolition, and encouragements held out: by the 
rench, feveral perfons have been employed in fhips 
iid from hence, and fitted out from France. 

| Believes it unneceflary for the Portuguefe to ex- 
nd their trade, poffeffing great part already, and 
jot of that exclufively. The Danes, fupported by 
jovernment, have (to his knowledge) tried to ex- 
jnd their trade from the windward and gold coaft ; 
-heves they already have the means of carrying it 
) to more advantage than the Britifh, if their offi- 
ts and men were equally acquainted with’ it ;— 
inks there is no reafon to fuppofe the Dutch will 
er forego any commercial advantage which they 
n lay hold of. The people of Oftend have fhewn 
difpofitios to carry on every kind of trade that 
frica and the Eaft Indies prefent to them.—The 
anith W. Indies are in part fupplied with flaves 
“American veffels, bought on the gold and wind- 
itd coaft, and perhaps elfewhere.—The Spanith 
overnment have opened fome of their ports for 
tican fhips of all nations, and it is faid that the 
uilippines have attempted, or are trying’ to com- 
"nce a trade to Africa, to fupply S. America ;—has 
en told, that they with to get their officers em- 
ayedin the Englith or other African fhips, to gain 


perience. 


Is certain, the French have deprived the Britith 
the trade on a confiderable tra€t of the African 
pit, although he cannot prove it formally, from 
> difguife neceflary in conducting fuch bufinefs, 

Never made any calculation between the number 
jflaves he carried and the tonnage; there is no 
metrical preportion between the tonnage and the 
ces allotted for the flaves to lie in, that depending 
on the form and conftruétion of the fhip, few of 
Mm being exaétly alike ;—believes no fuch idea 
; 1B: each 


rere abolifhed kere, that the French would carry it 


Pare th. 
Believes, from the number of fhips laid up in ~~ 
vis country, from the late regulating aét, the idea P. 57. 


Py oes 


25 


1790. ever entered the head of a feaman, as apportioning} 
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the number of flaves to the tonnage. | 

Has known (to the beft of his recollection) two 
inftances, in which nine-tenths of the flaves made] 
no complaint of ficknefs ; has known flaves recover-} 
ed by the care of the doétor, and other officers, with-| 
out medicine ;—every experienced furgeon knowing} 
how averfe the Africans are to taking medicine, does} 
all he can to recover them, without giving what toj 


them is fo difguiting. 


W itnefs Examined.—Mr. FRANCKLYN. 

Gilbert Franklyn, Efg. a native of England, went 
to the W. Indies in 1766, where he principally re- 
fided in Antigua till the latter end of 1787. He 
chiefly fuperintended a number of negroes let by 
contract to government by himfelf, and the late Mr. 
Ant. Bacon, (his partner) in order to attend the fur- 
veyors marking out the lands 


to be fold in the ceded 


iflands, and the troops, &c. employed in the fervice 
of the commiffioners, which led him much among 
the iflands, from Barbadoes to St. Kitt’s inchifive. He 
lived from 1766 to the latter end of 1767, and from 
1768 to 1770, in Antigua; from1774 to 1776, and 
from 1779 to 1789, in Tobago. He was about 7 01 
8 months, in 1788, in Jamaica. ) 
Was particularly attentive to the negroes belonging 
to himfelf and his partner, which were about 400 
The firft negroes he knew were in Antigua. Th 
firft of which he became owner, were bought by hi 
agent, and by contract ought to have been eithe 
feafoned, or ufed to the climate. A knowledge © 
the. Englifh language was alfo required, to enabl 
them to take directions. This obliged them to giv 
high prices for negroes no. otherwife qualified, 4 


good-feafoned negroes were feldom found on fale 
excep 


| 
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except from diftrefs of mafters; in confequence of 1790. 
which, when a few feafoned negroes were obtained Part II. 
forthe moft neceflary employments, the commiflioners “~~ 
and others in the fervice preferred new and active 
| negroes. 


Thefe negroes were found, and, in cafe of death P. 80. 


lor defertion, replaced at contractors’ rifk. The iflands 
in which they were being in a very uncultivated {tate, 
| they were obliged to fupply them with the fame pro- 
)vifions, as the troops, fiour, peas, beef, and pork. 


|The quantity was directed by the king’s ofhcers. 
} They had rum alfo given them when thought condu- 
I cive to health. ‘here was an agent appointed to 
take care of them ; and the fame furgeon who at-. 
J tended the troops, attended them at the expence of 
the contractors. 


Except carrying the chain to the woods, which 


may be an unwholefome ta(k, he believes this work 
| was neither heavy nor laborious. The moft of them 
| were employed in attending the officers and foldiers, 
) drawing this wood and water, and affifting to cook 
their provifions. 


There was rather more mortality among them than 


f on fettled plantations. They had fores in their legs 
| and feet, difabling them for fervice, and frequently 
}incurable. They were particularly well clothed; 
and in order to fave their feet, fhoes were provided, 
} till it appeared evidently they would not wear them. 
) Some of them, he fears, were ill ufed by the foldiers ; 
} and as he had occafion to complain, and had the fol- 
} diers punifhed: he knew of none neglected inillnets. 
‘He does not afcribe their mortality to this ill ufage, of peers 
which net more than ten inftances had come to his 
knowledge, _ v 


He bought largely in the ceded iflands, particu- 


larly in Tobago, where, till lately, he had 2,000 
acres. He purpofed cultivating, and by the only 
practicable mode, the labour of the negroes. He 
believes there is no other mode by which land in the 
| W. Indies is cultivated, to whatever nation it belongs ; 


thoie 
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1790. thofe negroes he expected to receive from the coaft 
Part IL.of Africa. If he had underftood the importation of 
“-y- negroes was to be prohibited, he would not have 


bought lands he could make no ufe of. Believes a 
great part of the lands he purchafed is ftill unculti- 


wated. Thereisa great deal of land in Grenada un- 


cultivated—he is well convinced in St. Vincent, the 
Grenadines, and Dominica—there are not negroes 
enow to cultivate ? the land—but cannot fay fo of 
his own knowledge. Many of his friends bought 
land in Grenada under faith of H. M.’s proclama- 
tion. He believes in Dominica and St. Vincent’s, 
much the greateft parts of the land fold by the crown 
under commiffion 1s not yet brought into cultivation ; 
but he has never been in either of thefe iflands fince 
1776. He found the fettlement of lands in the ceded 
lands difficult and expenfive—he laid out 40,0001, 
in Tobago. Ria 
The negroes being much the moft valuable part of 
4 man’s property, whofe welfare are intimately con- 
nected with his own intereits, it can fcarcely be 
doubted that he will pay every attention to them. 
Every prudent proprietor endeavours to ftudy the 
temper and difpofition of flaves ; they are therefore 
treated: with kindnefs and attention. ‘There are fome 
negroes that neither chaftifement will correét, nor 


Ei 


[ 


( 


\ 


good treatment reform; fuch are fometimes treated - | 


with feverity : but for crimes which moft civilized’ 
nations would punifh capitally, the generality of well- 
difpofed negroes are feldom or never chaftifed. A 
prudent matter is cautious how he offends a negro. 
of good character ; for if diffatisfied, they thew their 
retentment either by working unwillingly, or fre- 
quent defertions. When negroes, therefore, are 
treated with feverity (which certainly is fometimes. 
the cafe) the mafter fuffers, both in reputation and 
fortune. In general, therefore, it may be faid, that 
negroes are well treated, well lodged, well clothed, 
and well fed ; well attended in ficknefs, and fupplied 
with medicines, and even the incurable with every 

: necef- 


| 
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neceflary. ‘This the intereft of the owner requires, 1790. 
even if not poffefled of humanity. Neglect of fuch Part If 
negroes would difpirit a gang, and particularly affect “~-~ 
Jany relations and friends they might have on the 
eftate. | 

In the ceded iflands, and where land is plenty, P, 82. 
they cultivate large tracts for their own benefit, and | 
jin fuch cafes neither require nor receive a large ai- 
owance of what is called pound provifions. Tothoie 
who will receive it, the proportion is from 6 to 10 
jquarts of Indian corn, flour, and guinea corn, ora 
very ample allowance of yams, potatoes, and edoes. 
In Grenada, meal of caffada from 6 to 10 quarts, 


| 
. 
| 
i 


| 


1 


t 
‘= | 


jchildren, very handfomely. If his mafter oppofed 
jhis difpofition of that property, it would probably oc- 
jcafion an infurrection on the plantation. Thinks he 
}bas known where provifions have been fcarce, that a 
vmafter has objected toa negro’s carrying his from the 
eitate to fell; but thofe inftances are very rare, and 
the gang has been fhown the impropriety of it, The 
after does not, in fuch cafes, take the provifions 
‘rom the negro, or oblige him to fell it againft his 
will; he only forbids his going off the plantation te 


from 6 to to herrings, or from 2 to 3 pounds of fal 
jfifh, and in fome plantations, of beef or pork, are 
heiven for a week’s fubfiflence—A fuficient allowance 


for a hearty man—Plantanes alfo make a chief part of 
their provifions, and (when received) they are al- 


jenabled not only to fupply himfelf, but to difpofe of 
fuch a quantity of poultry, perk, and goats flefh, as 
jto enable him to clothe himfelf, his wives, and his 


difpofe of it in time of fcarcity. If the negro wifhes 


po fell, the mafter buys from him as any indifferent 
foerfon; but the negro will feldom fell to his mafter 
js he would to a ftranger. — 3-4ths of all the poultry 
pr pork ufed by the planter, are bought from his 


pwn or other people’s flaves. 


I ‘The 


lowed of thefe from 50 to 70 per week — they are of P. 84. 
ta lefs fize than the plantanes of Jamaica. The allot- 
jment of land is fuch that an induftrious negro will be 
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negro. 
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The crimes, for which punifhment of any degree | 
f feverity is inflicted, are generally defertion, break- | 


ing open ftores, and ftealing rum, fugar, or falt pro- 


vilions; breaking open negro houfes, or houfes of | 


people in the town, robbing negro grounds, &c. 


The punifhments then confift from 20 to 40 lafhes | 
He {peaks in gene- | 
ral. Exceptions to the rule prove the generality of | 
it. 


on the pofteriors, feldom more. 


There are cruel, fevere, and inhuman people, to 
be met with every, where. 


own laws. 


Repeated burglaries have incurred no other punifh- 


‘ment than a whipping lefs fevere than a foldier fuffers | 


for fmall offences. A fingle lath every morning for 
fix weeks, reformed for a time, a negro of his own, 


With regard to the ca- | 
pital punifhment of negroes, each colony has its | 
He has himfelf fcarcely known death | 
awarded, except in the cafe of premeditated murder. | 


who had broke open at leaft fifty houfes. In two | 
years he returned to his practices, and died a natural | 


death on the plantation. 


He does not fuppofe a labouring man in Europe - 


could gain his bread if working no harder than a 
Conceives the 


pared with any field labour in Europe. 


labour of a negro flight com: - 
They are | 


lefs affected by the heat of the climate than Euros . 


peans; in general they like heat fo as to fleep with 
fire in théir houfes. Rain injures them moft. When 
rains are heavy in the ceded iflands, which is fre- 


quently the cafe, they are fent out of the field into 


their houfes. 


In the plantations their punifhment is a flight whip- 


ping, er confinement in the ftocks at neon, or after 


work.: they ufually prefer the former. For flight of 
fences, fuch as not coming-in time to their work, 


they are generally ftruck over their clothes. | 
As no man chufes to buy a negro of notorioufly 
bad character, the owners of fuch ufually fend them 
to foreign iffands, o1 to N. America, at the rifk of re- 
ceiving but a very {mall price forthem. The time 
eae ece : . ° ; 4 

of harveft is in the Weft Indies, as in all other coun- 
tries 
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ries the time of greateft labour ; but it is alfo that of 1790. 
conviviality and happinefs. The negroes are gene- Part II. 
tally more healthy and fatisfied at crop than at ANY tmymamad 
other time of the year. | 
However a mafter may with to difpofe of a flave, P. 87. 
jit may not always be in his power; the flave being 
fnortgaged or under jointure. Mortgages and mar- 
riage fettlements covenant, he believes, in every well- 
drawn deed to keep up the precife No. of negroes fo 
Jmortgaged or fettled. To keep up that number 
without importation, is certainly poffible, for it has 
been done; but in general otherwife. The punifh- 
ments already defcribed are plantation punifhments. 

It frequently happens in offences of a public na- 
‘ure; the perfons offended remit the negroes to the 
fmafter for that punifhment which he would otherwife 
freceive from public juftice. 
| One negroe, at leaft, he conceives requifite for 
every cultivated acre in a fugar eftate, and the No. 
Jon cotton plantations muft depend on the foil and fea- 
fon; in favourable cafes one negro is fufficient for 3 
Facres—he fuppofes the gang not to have a great No. 
fof old people or children, for otherwife more would 
be required. 
| He cannot from his experience conclude that a 
Hfufficient fupply of negroes for the cultivation of the 
flands could be had without importation of Afri- 
qcans. : | 
_ As fo many reafons why the practice of keeping up P. 
the ftock of negroes is not general, while fome few 
plantations have maintained theirs, he ftates the un- 
nealthinefs of fome fituations; the difpofition of 
males to females; the difeafes the fex is particularly 
fubjeé&t to; for the length of time a breeding woman 
fuckles a child, fhe has feldom two children tll an 
interval of two’ years; the promifcuous amours of 
many; and a cuftom with the gang women who are 
fdiffolute, and think themfelves handfome, of procur- 
ing abortion. : 
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Where the females exceed the males, it feldo ) 


Part I[. happens on a plantation that the negroes do not in | 
uw creafe; he gives, in proof, a companion of two eftated 


_ to work on other eftates, 


fettled in Antigua, about the fame time, one by Mr 
Carlifle, the other by Mr. Mackennin: the former 
purchafed chiefly new negro gang women, the lattey 
chiefly young male negroes, with a view to imme, 
diate returns from their labour. The refult was, that 
at the end of so years, when Mr. Mackennie died, 
he is faid to have purchafed the gang twice over, and 
to have left it in fuch a ftate that a large fum of 
money was then requifite to purchafe new negroes j 
whereas on the Carlifle eftate (then Sir Ralph Payne’s} 
there were very few negroes who had not been born 
upon it; and fuch was his furplus, that he was able 
to obtain large fums of money by letting them ont 
He fays, the reafon why 
Mr. Carlifle’s example is not followed, is, that th 
breeding women imported are not on an verde 
i-4th of the cargo. Inftances of plantations that 
keep up their ftock, he believes, are very few. 
The diforders of children, particularly that callec 
the jaw-fall, which carries them off within nine days, 
is another impediment to population ; they die early 
in gteat numbers, but not from wantof care. He 
found their deaths fo frequent, and thought breed: 
ing fo effential to the well-being of a plantation, tha 
he built an hofpital clofe to his houfe, for more eafj 
infpeétion; here he obferved their cuftoms of re 
fufing their own breaft to the child, as not good, for 
three or four days, and getting a friend to fuckle it: 
of wafhing the new-born infants in warm water witl 
rum in it; of leaving the children to fleep in we 
clothes, and frequently admitting cold air to ther 
in their hot rooms; thefe he overcame with fom 
difficulty, and from that time to his leaving Tobago 
had four or five children born, of which he did no 
lofe one. ” 
The labour of pregnant women is too light in ge 
neral, from the time they are 5 months gone; the) 
q complail 
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omplain of a flight labour, and injure both them- 1790. 
elves and their infants by a fedentary life. Tohofe Part IT. 
tho work hardeft and longeft, have ufually the “v~ 
‘outeft children and eafieft births; when pregnant 
nomen complain they are generally put into the fe- 
fond gang. They are not out fo early in the morning. 
“hey are employed in weeding, planting provifions, 
had fuch light labour. As they encreafe they are put 
p> fhelling peas, or colleéting provifions for the pot- 5 
Jang. He never knew them treated with any want 
If tendernefs, even by thofe who thought a child 
orn on an eftate coft as much, or more than a new 
legro. This opinion, he believes, ts not entertained 
y many. It is now the pride of a manager to thew. 
number of young children in good order, 

_A pot-gang confifts of negroes, unable, or unwil- 
ng, from idlenefs, to procure and drefs provifions 
Ir themfelves; it is difgraceful, except in ficknefs, 
}> be fed in this gang, as having plenty isa mark of 
} good negro. 


| On every plantation of any magnitude there is a 
1ck-houfe or hofpital, with proper attendance for the 


i 


ck, of whom care is taken; in proof of this, he 

Jlates, that previous to the capture of Tobago, part 

I? the foldiers from an unhealthy fituation, became 

Ickly, and ulcerated in their legs. That, in confe- 
uence, as frefh meat-provifions were difficult to pro- 

fire, the gentlemen of the ifland fubfcribed money 

) purchafe and fupply them, and that feveral took 

1e foldiers into the negro hofpitals, where they re- 

sived the fame care and attention as the negroes did, 

iey found the benefit from it they expected. 

} Midwives attend the lying-in women: medical 

Hivice and affiftance is given other negroes when fick; Pecoks 
erfons of medical fkill are annually retained to take 

we of the negioes, if they fail in their attendance 

veral times in a week, or to attend when fent for, 

yey are difcharged. 

ss negroes in general have very comfortable 

oufes, 


EK 2 Managers 


W. Inpies. . FRANCKLYN, 


1790. Managers kind behaviour to his negroes, fo as to |! 
Part Il, gain their affections, while he makes them do their ! 
—— bufinefs, is to him, and believes to moft people, a} 

higher recommendation than his fkill as a planter, H 

One of the firft things enquired into is his charac: 

ter in that refpeét ; no perfon would employ a maf 

nager of a cruel character, believing him to be fuchs | 

fuch treatment is fearcely poffible to be. practifed im} 
fecrecy. 

He does not believe the poor of any country live} 

happier than the negroes on the plantations in the} 

W. Indies ;—in many cafes they have an evident fu; |’ 
periority, their labour is flight; good care is taken} 

of them in ficknefs and in health, and they have no} 
occafion to. fear the diftreffes of their children from 
inability to labour, but then they certainly have not 

thofe means of bettering their condition, which? 

many Englith poor of induftry and genius may avail | 
themfelves: perhaps, therefore, a proper comparifon ' 

cannot be drawn. He thinks their lot in general to’ 

be envied by the poor of all the countries he has’ 

feen. | ei) } 

There are feveral epidemical difeafes which con-’ 
tribute to the depopulation of negroes. Thete are. 
frequent in all countries between the tropics; the ne-- 
eroes bring fome contagious diforders trom Africa ;: 
the yaws in particular which none know how to cure; 
it kills many, and makes others miferable objects! 
during life, yet they are ftill nourifhed and protected: 
by their mafters. Ulcerated legs is another diforder’ 
in the new fettled iflands; the lofs by that complaint! 


| 
grown perfon ; after that age full allowance. ‘ 


A negro, properly fpeaking, confidering the dif- 
tinétion of mafter and flave, cannot be faid_ to’ 
have property. Opinion, however, and the conduct 
of miafters fecures them whatever they pofiefs 

ain the W. Indies, in a manner more fecure than per- 
haps in any other part of the wortd. No matter 

Piette Sa kgete eMiecr ic bike! ob ye: A 


has been very confiderable. q 
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lares violate their perfonal property, without being 3490. 
sxpofed to deteftation and contempt. Even when Part IL. 
he mafter is ruined, and the negroes with his other U-~j—_ 
feéts, fold to fatisfy his creditors, their property 
\though very confiderable) is inviolably perferved to 5 
hem; they carry their money and goods to the 
Jjlantation of them who buyshim, Their plantation- 
zround is not exchanged without making them a 
sompenfation for the crop on it; when they die they 
Viitribute their effeéts among their relations and 
Friends without control. Negroes generally conceal 
heir money, and do not chufe to be thought rich. 
He had himfelf anegro, who bought out the treedom 
bf his wife from a lady at Monferrat, at the price of near 
Bo]. and in her name poffeffed two houfes at Tobago ; 
he believes he was worth 6 or 7ool. he afked for his 
freedom, and on hisalledging that his property might 
be loft to him in eafe of his wife’s death, obtained it 
‘Vfrom the witnefs, who had before endeavoured to dif- 

fuade him from his requeft. There is reafon to believe 
‘he has fince loft above 4 of what he was worth. Many 
of the negroes are pofleffed of a great deal of pro- 
perty. He cannot tell the amount, but almoft all 
Ithe fmall current money of the iflands is in the pof- 
V{cffion of the negroes. A flave he had at Tobago P, 94. 
took with him thence to Grenada about tool. {ter. 
}He gave 2ol. of it to a fifter at Grenada, to help to 
Wpurchafe her freedom, and fent forty cuineas to To- 
bago, to buy a negroe. He believes it is not com- 
mon for flayes to be themielves mafters of flaves, 
few owners would allow it ; he knows only the in- 
{tance he has named. | 
When he firft knew the W. Indies, he bought 
fome negroes at 261. or 271.4 head: In 1788 he 
paid 411. for the fame negroes at Grenaca, and has 
}fince heard of a cargo of 402 fold at eS Ste on an 

average of 4ol. per head (fterling). He fhould ima- 
}gine the report of the abolition of the flave trade has 
Jincreafed the price; it had reached the W. Indies 
jbefore he left it, but few gave credit to it, In Ja- 

| . maica 
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4790. maica he found the alarm great. The idea of eman- | 
Part If. cipation, and the abolition of flavery and the flave | 
a—— trade, and other reports induftrioufly circulated from 

England, made them apprehend a general inturrec- j 
tlon among the negroes might be the confequence. 

If Great Britain were to try to prohibit the flave 
trade, © it would certainly be very difficult to prevent | 
the Britifh plantations from purchafing them. If | 
planters, however, could not procure new fupplies, | 
the labour of thofe they have muft be encreafed, or | 
the produce of their eftates leffened ; but the encreafe |, 
of labour would effect a decreafe of the labourers = | 

. f \ 
they would, therefore, run all rifks to fupply them- 
felves, while credit or fortune would enable them 3 
and it is probable they would be fupplied at a cheaper |, 
rate than at prefent, from nations which would | 
then be unrivalled on our leaving the trade. ‘To fup- | 
port this conjecture he ftates that Mr. Hartman, of | 
Santa Cruz told him lately that the Gold Coaft cargo, |, 
in that ifland averaged only 4ol. i 

If the negro trade was fo effectually abolifhed that | 
the Britith planters could procure no fupply of A fri= | 
cans, the confequence to the W. Indies would be il 
very rapid decline of produce, its extent he cannot , 
conjecture—He believes an annual fupply ot Africans , 
into be abfoultely neceffary to preferve the colonieseven , 
their prefent flate, without cultivating a fingle newacre, . 

He does not know how a proprietor is to fupply his 
male negroes with wives, if no Africans are to be , 
brought. | q 

He conceives it not improbable, that the negroes 
now in the W. Indies, weuld be very unhappy if they , 
underftood that no more new negroes were to be , 
brought among them.  Thofé under his care, onthe . 
arrivalof acargo, always folicited morehelp; the young , 
men particularly defire to have wives bought for them, , 
_ An abolition of the trade on the part of Great Britaim | 
would only operate partially, and not prevent other 
nations from carrying iton. The public proclamations . 
and encotiragements of France and Spain to their fub- 

| jects, 
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jects, fufficiently prove their defire to extend their 1790. 
flave trade; it follows alfo from their opening portsin Part If. 
the W. Indies and S. America, to flaves imported in “-—+-—# 
foreign veftels, and particularly from the contracts of | 
the French with Britifh merchants, to fupply their 
hips with negroes, onthe coaft of Africa. P. 123. 
The proportion of old, infant, and able negroes 
in a ftock, varies with circumitances. On an old 
Neftate, where the breeding women are as many as he 
Vhinks they cught to be, the able negroes will be 
Wfewer than on a new eftate, for which the owner 
Would only purchafe fuch as were fit for immediate 
jiabour. Hejudges, from his experience, that ina 
izang of two hundred, there cannot be more than 60 
pr 70 able flaves, with about 20 or 30 capable of 
fighter work : it will be thought a fine gang, and in 
#z00d condition, that, exclufive of houfe fervants, 
Pradefmen, &c. can turn from 70 to 80 able negroes 
into the field. 
} In explanation of his former anfwer, which declar- 
g:d one negro at the leaft requifite to every acreofa 
jugar plantation, -he fays, that he does not mean that 
7onegroes, the able part of a gang of 200, are fuf- 
icient to cultivate 200 acres to be cut for fugar; 
}out to 2 plantation of 200 acres which are under fu- 
Zar and provifion, and in which only.half part of the 
ugar land may be annually planted. Noportion of 
Phe 200 acres are appropriated to provifions, which 
tire occafionally planted inall. In cane land, corn is 
pften planted in the rows, and gathered when the 
vanes are young, and preparatory to canes, yams P, 
find eddoes are often planted. ‘The planters are fa- 
isfied in the ceded iflands, if 200 negroes cultivate 
is much land as yields them from 180 to 200 cafks 
pf fugar of about 1200 cwt. | gat 
| In general, there are not rooms for the accommo- 
Hlation of lying-in womén in the W. Indies; the. 
Wvomen prefer their own houfes; when he had once 
nerfuaded them to try the provifion he made for 
hem of. this fort, and experienced the advantage to 

: : them- 
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1790. themfelves and children, they afterwards were well 

Part Il. pleafed to come to the rooms. 

For a confiderable time, the negroes born on any) 

eftate of Sir William Young’s, exceeded thofe pur-| 

chafed, but then fell off, and he believes they have} 

decreafed. An eftate of Mr. Blizzard, who followed| 

Mr. Carlifle’s plan, increafed in Antigua; in fol-| 

lowing this, the witnefs failed of facce{s himfelfi} 

Several eftates on the increafe have, from epidemical}’ 

diforders, been reduced to the want of fupplies to} 

keep up this number. : 

P. 130. Where the number is kept up by births, if five} 

able negroes die, the birth of ten children does not; 

fupply their room within ten or eleven years, to} 

which add near 25 per cent. for the diminifhed a-) 

bour of pregnant women and mothers, and it will be} 

neceflary to replace the five able negroes by pur- 

chafing others in their room. (The work of the 

young is not the fame with that of the adult able ne- 

groes, though equivalent to it, p. 132.) 

In the ceded iflands, the negroes were forced to’ 

clear the ground for themlelves 5 they prefer new 

ground, and when fome years cultivated, requeft to 

have it changed. He helped them ufually with the’ 

gang in clearing. q 

Scarcity is much more decidedly known in the co- 

Jonies than in any kingdom in Europe ; the mafter 

is the fole judge when to prohibit the exportation of 
provifions from his eftate. 

Runaway negroes are in general feverely punithed 

op ,.1°3 On his own eftates, and thofe under his care, he 

‘thinks himfelf particularly fuccefsful in preventing 

the lofsof children by the locked jaw. His neigh: 

bours are equally fuceefsful in other inftances, mak: 

ing the happinefs and comfort of their negroes thei! 

" principal care. ; 

The negroes had no prejudices in this refpect whiel: 

could not yield to the reafoning and entreaties 0! 

thofe they have a good opinion of, and think folici: 

tous for their welfare. a 
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Some land rattoons longer than other; frequent 1790. 
replanting is preferable. Pare. Td. 
} The ceded iflands will therefore require an addi- “~~ 
Vional number of flaves to continue the cultivation of 

Hand already cultivated, without cultivating any new 

lands. 

} The negroes prefer carrying burdens on their 

Ineads ; they would not ufe wheelbarrows, which were P. 132, 
}mported for them ; they even put them on their 
Maecads, — 

Between 1779. and the capture of Tobago, he be- 

eves but few flaves, were imported into that ifland, 

find none thenceforward till after the peace, but can- 

hot {peak with precifion, During the war, he be- 

Jicves there was a confiderable diminution. 

| The age at which a negro, born on the plantation, 

hould be put to: holing, depends on conftitution.— 

Young men, as foon as able, .defire to be put into 

the holing gang ; from 16 to 18. he thinks the time 

ivhen they are willing and defirous of being employed 

§n the hardeft work of the plantation. It will take 
46 years to acquire flrength to undergo the harder P- 133: 
Jicgrees of field labour, as holing, turning dung, ézc. 

Wvhich pleafe the able negroes more. than lighter 

works; they generally perform thefe finging, pecu- 

jar to. negroes, and a proof of their not confidering 

#2ven that labour as fevere. 


WWitnefs examined — Sir Asuton WARNER BY AM, 
His Majefty’s Attorney General for Grenada and 
its dependencies. 


. Lived in, Antigua from. 1765,to,-2770, when he P. 
went to St. Vincent,. bought.an eftate, and lived till 
1774, when he went and refided as Solar General 


at Grenada till its capture in 1779; > lived the reft of 
‘Numb. 2, F the 
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1790. the warin St. Vincent, Tobago, and Antigua. From] 
Part Il. 1783 till June 1789 refided, as Attorney General, at} 
—y~—_ Grenada. | 

Owns no land now in the W. Indies but an un-| 
cleared tract in Dominica; never intends to fettle.) 
The land he firft bought was French leafehold, the| 
other lands contiguous, from the Crown. 

~ He found, to his coft, a continual importation of| 
flaves to keep up the ftock, abfolutely neceflary 3) 
and he fhould conceive it to he fo, from 24 years’) 
experience. Every increafed quantity of land, new) 
or old, will require an addition of negroes, Could| 
he have forefeen that the flave trade would be abos| 
lithed, he would not have bought land either in the), 
old or new iflands. Much land 1s pyre in the} 
ceded iflands. 

Slaves being property, are fettled on marriages, 
and are the objects of mortgage. In fuch writings , 
he has known covenants to keep up the precife num- , 
ber of flaves, but they are not uniformly inferted ; | 
but in leafes fuch a covenant is almoft always ins 
ferted. Is fatisfied fuch covenant could not be ful-, 
filled, without buying flaves, beyond what the po-. 
pulation would give. This, as far as it goes, would 
be ruinous to the families concerned. 

He believes the trials of flaves vary in the iflands. , 
In Grenada, a flave is triable before one magiftrate . 
for fmall offences; for capital crimes, before two or| 
more, one being of the quorum. Since he left the. 
ifland, he underftands a law has paffed, taken from. 
the Antigua practice, by which 3 or more freehol- . 
ders are to be called in by the magiftrates as jurors or | 
affetfors. 

Compared with the punifhments in England on cH | 
fame offences, he thinks the criminal flave laws far | 
from fevere. : 

Whipping and confinement are the only punifh-, 
ments, by the mafter or manager, which are confi- . 
dered as legal, The quantity of punifhment will | 
undoubtedly vary with the mafter’s difpofition ; but 
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Jany abufe of the mafter’s power was always confi- 1790. 
Vered punifhable by indictment or information, (fee Part II. 
jp. 118.) If fuch abufe was frequent, he never knew “~~ 
t; and, confidering the nature of the mafter’s powcr, 

jand the variety of perfons who may acquire it, he P. too. 
Jnas always thought abufes of it not more frequent 

Vhan fimilar abufes of power in England. (The 

“ave’s comfort, in this refpect, depends as much on 

Jnis owner’s temper, as that of the Englifh appren- 

‘Vice does on his mafter’s temper, p. 119.) Thinks 

he comfort of the apprentice and the flave depends 

on the temper of their refpective mafters, not exact- 

Jy in the fame proportion, p.125.) In the few cafes 

Where he has had occafion to profecute for fuch 

‘bufes in their Court of King’s Bench, Court and 

WJuries always appeared defirous of feeing the offen- 

Jers brought to exemplary punifhment. 

In general, thinks the W. India laws fufficient to 
protect flaves in life and limb; though he has no 

joubt fome may efcape who have abufed their power 

ver their flaves. When he was Solicitor General, 

Jn 1775 or 1776, a white man was executed for mur- 

Hering a flave, either his, or in his fervice. A mo- 

jon in arreft of judgment was made, on the ground 

\hat the culprit ought not to fuffer death for killing 
.flave ; and a contrary practice having fubfifted in 

ome of the old iflands, the prifoner had counfel, 

jind the point was folemnly argued ; after which the 

-ourt decided, he thinks, unanimoufly, that it was 

10 ground for arreft of judgment, and fentence was 

pafled. Lawyers hardly had any doubt about it;P, 101. 
hand he confidered the Court’s having it argued asa 
‘endernefs to the prifoner, and to remove any fuch 

Joubt. Believes, fince then, no one has doubted 

chata criminal would fuffer for the murder of a flave 

exactly as for that of a free perfon. > 

_ On his eftate, and all others he faw, flaves were at 

‘heir field-work by daybreak; but nurfing women 

had always an hour or 13 hour beyond that time. 

With 4 hour for breakfatt, and 2 hours reff in their 

) | F 2 houfes 
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houfes at noon, they wrought till the clofe of day,} 
They then threw grafs to the ftock, and went home || 
for the night, In crop they work later ; and, of }! 
fome eftates, the work then goes on all night and all | 
day, by fpells, both of white fervants and flaves, 
As far as interruption of reft, and number of works |; 
ing hours, are concerned, the crop is doubtlefs the |i 
feafon of fevereft labour. Negro boilers and fires |, 
men bear a heat, without fuffering, which to white }) 
men would be intolerable. It is univerfally ree |}: 
marked, that the negroes are moft healthy and cheers | 
ful in crop. i 
The only mode he knows of preparing cane-land | 
is by holing, which is certainly harder than moft}| 
other works; but it is only done by the ableft nes |) 
eroes, and is but a imall part of the yearly labour}; 
To an able negro he thinks it cannot be called feveres | 
He nas often feen negro women boaft of holing | 
quicker than men. When holing, the men have} 
erog, and the women fugar and water, and work} 
not only without repining, but finging cheerfully. | 
On other eftates, holers may have extra food; but|| 
does not think his had, or defired it. (Thinks hoe) 
ling and dunging, if conftant, would be harder work 4 
than he fhould with to put negroes to, p. 124.) I 
Labour is moft certainly proportioned to the age | 
and ftreneth of negroes; but he thinks the fem) 
makes no difference in field-work. General practice | 
for invalids, and women fome months gone with ! 
child, to be put to flight work, as weeding, &¢g | 
as mich for their health as for the work. \ 
Conjectures that fome works in England muft be ! 
feverer than any done by the flaves. | 
In the firft fettlement of St. Vincent the flaves } 
were fed, at a heavy expence, with grain in large! 
quantities; but, after his flaves had completed their | 
provifion grounds, they voluntarily offered to give | 
up all their provilions, except falt ones, for Satur: ' 
day afternoon, out of crop; afterwards grain was» 
only given to invalids and nurfing women. In St 
3 Vincent 
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Aknows not whether pints or quarts) of grain, with 
Io, or 12 herrings, according té the fize, or an 
uivalent in falt meat, and beef, pork, and flour, 
it Chriftmas. The allowance is ample for any flave 
hat will. work even afew hours in his ground. Ifa 
Have fall off, it is ufual to view his grounds. If in- 
folent and incorrigible, he is fed by the mafter. 

MW He gave children no fixed allowance of grain, but 
Wireéted the mothers, when they afked help, to be 
Imply fupplied, according to their families. His, 
ind he thinks the general cuftom, was, to give the 
hothers 4 allowance of falt food for children under 
he age of 8 or 10. He had no pot-gang; but has 
feard of them, and that they confifted of negroes 
jattentive to the providing and dreffing of their 
ood. He ufualiy gave fuch in charge to iome trufty 
Heeto to fee him fed. He thinks this is the uniform 
Wractice where there is no pot-gang, unlels among 
be French, in our iflands, who, he believes, often 
fake improvident flaves into their kitchens, or feed 
hem from their tables. But, without fome fuch re- 
ulations, many flaves would undoubtedly perith. 
By the late Grenada act, proprietors are obliged to 
llot land to their flaves, and guardians are appointed 
Ho infpect each eftate’s provifion grounds. 


to 


he whole year, were very generally allowed for 
vorking fuch grounds; and he thinks the faid act 
bas fixed it from 12 o’clock on Saturday. This time 
s fufficient not only for raifing the necefiary food, 
out alfo for the flave’s carrying to market his furplus 
Drovifions and his poultry, &c. Negroes have utu- 
lly furplus produce, except perhaps a very few idle 
nes, probably in all gangs. He recollects no in- 
Ptance of a mafter interfering with the property his 
lave has acquired by felling fuch furplus. Cannot 
emember particular inftances and fums; but el 

the 


Saturday afternoon, out of crop, and all Sunday, Digs 
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Vincent and Grenada the flaves’ grounds are fuch as 1490. 
Hot to require much imported food, except in Part {I, 
Jroughts, when they have weekly 8 to 10 meafures by 
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the Sunday cloathing of induftrious flaves, and their}! 
comfortable furniture, has no doubt many. acquire|/ 
and {pend yearly at leaft from rol. to 20]. fterling, | 
which they lay out openly on luxuries and comforts. | 
He knows of no reftraint, except in rum. (He}: 


fpeaks of field negroes, for he has no doubt that}: 
many tradefmen acquire and difpofe of double that}: 


fum, p.120.) 


He has known many fuch flaves buy their free-} 
dom, and generally for higher prices than he fhould |) 
have valued them at. (Can’t certainly fay if they} 
were field flaves ; but 1s fure that 1 or 2 who applied} 


to him on the fubject had been, or were field ne- |: 
groes, when their mafters allowed them to provide | 


for their freedom, p. 120.) 


Slaves near the towns fell grafs every evening, and | 


vegetables on Sundays, for their own benefit; but on 


other days it 1s purchafed of flaves fent in by the pros ji 
prietors of gardens to be fold for their mafter’s bee | 
nefit. ri 

Believes King’s fhips and merchantmen are chiefly | 
fupplied with vegetables, poultry, &c., by negroes, | 


on their own account. 


Negroes’ cloathing varies, in quantity and kind, 
with the matfter’s difpofition; but lately, in Grenada, * 
the minimum has been fixed by law. This, he dares | 


fay, is fufficient ; but recolleéts not what it is. But ' 


moft negroes have much more cloaths than the maf- | 
ter allows. (Field negroes’ cloathing is generally ‘ 
fent from hence ready made; but their finer cloaths - 
are bought ready made in the ifland, or made by ' 


themfelves or perfons they employ, p. 127.) 


Negroes’ houfes are wattled and daubed, and co- | 
vered with cane-tops. But tradefmen and other ' 
chief negroes ufually contrive to get wooden houfes. 


The negro houfes are quite wind and water tight; 


ro) 


) 


i 
but ufually made much hotter than whites could || 
bear. Slaves generally bear a heat that furprifes Eu- ' 
ropeans. Cold affects them feverely. Has often ’ 
known them bafk in the fun when hotter than ij | 

could © 
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i 


le ufually brought home the materials for him. 


Every eftate has a hofpital. A furgeon vifits the 


Haves twice a week, or oftener if required. One or 
jhore nurfes attend the fick. The owner provides 


Be 


eee a ee 


ynded to expect it. 


fine and other comforts recommended by the fur- 
Jeon. It is ufual to keep convalefcents about the 
Youfe or kitchen, to be better fed than ufual. WNe- 
f-oes generally diflike going into the hofpital; but 
ie practice of allowing the fick to flay in their own 


a 
5 


pufes is attended with fome danger. Never allow- P. 108, 


lany todo fo but trufty negroes, or lying-in wo- 
en. His furgeon, befides the yearly fum of tos. 
reach flave, was paid for fractures, &c., and had 
bs. for each inoculation. 


| He remembers no ill effect from allowing the wo- 
hen to lye-in in their houfes. 
jite than ‘moft people in rearing negro children. 


He was more fortu- 


yme months before his women expected to lye-in 
ley were put to light work; but this period varies 
ith appearances ; {o that fometimes a negro woman 


not delivered till 2 or 3 months after fhe has pre- 
Inftances may have occurred of p. 
yegnant women being punifhed; but he fhould 
pink very early in their pregnancy, or perhaps be- 
fre it was known. 
yited where fhe was evidently pregnant. 


Confinement would be fubfti- 


Thinks there are local laws providinge-for old, dif- 


pied negroes; but he fhould think that fuffering 
}em to beg about would be cognizable, as a mifde- 
peanor, independent of any pofitive law. 


Thinks 


‘y are, in general, properly taken care of. 


} lhe women, on all the eftates he knew, were al- 
pwed to lye-in in their own houfes, and fuch negro 


omen as they wifhed were ufually allowed to fta 


}ith them the firft 5 or 6 days. She had candles, 
pur, wine, and any other things recommended. 


ith him, and many others, they were not expected 
| . ; to 


43 
Iyuld bear fora few minutes. It is ufual to allow a 1790. 
Jeero, with 2 or 3 others, time to build his houfe. Part. IL. 
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to work till a month after delivery. A fufficiency 
of old linen 1s provided for the infants. It is gene 
rally remarked that 3 the children die under 2 years} 
and moft of that % the firft 9 days, from the jaw-fall} 
If they furvive thar, they feem pretty healthy while. 
fucking. Some time after weaning they very often 
have worms, which he has known very fatal. Chil 
dren, as well as adults, have alfo yaws, which im? 


Byam. 


mediately, or in their effects, are very fatal. Fluxes}: 
though not very peculiar to negroes, are a great caufel 


of mortality, and baffle the ableft phyficians, as they) 
have often told him. Epidemics are frequent i in the’ 
W. Indies ; but ke does not know they are peculiar] 
to adults. Wenereals are common, and’ he thinks! 
tend to leffen population. Small-po ox, meafles,! 
chicken-pox, dyfenteries, and ila the liver com-; 
plaint, affect young and old, and very often are fatal 
to many, efpecially the putrid flux, of which he has. 
Known feveral examples. 

Few hurricanes happen without the lofs of feveral’ 
lives. Their effects are fatal, by deftroying the oa 
eroes’ houfes and provifion crounds. 

The annual lois of negroes varies greatly. 
too and odd flaves of his own, 
once not loft one adult in a year. 
has loft 5, 6, and 7. 


of 
he has more than, 

In other years he 
He fhould fuppofe from 3 to 4, 
per cent. might be about the average lofs, even ona 
fettled eftate. In the 18 years that he owhed flaves, 
though he had what was thought a very good propor- 
tion so births for "his tines of breeding women, 
and reared more children than his neighbours, (and. 
mothers and children had every indulgence and at- 
tention, p. 112) he was obliged, every 2 or 3 yeals, 
to bay new negroes, or feafoned ones, from the other 
vilands. 

Ventures to fay, that on his eftate difeafes were 
leffened, as far as poffible, by human ‘kill; he con 
cludes that, from humanity and intereft, all other 
proprietors purfued the fame condud. | 
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He always thought ptomifcuous intercourfe, the 1790. 
early proftitution of females, and the abufe of rum, Part II. 
as the chief obftructions to population ; he adds the “~~ 
‘oo long fuckling of children, which he knows the P. 112. 
aegro women are fond of, though again{t the opi- 

nion of medical men. Hence, they feldom have a 
Vecond child in lefs than two years. 

He never had an idea that the treatment or labour 
of flaves was fuch as to interfere at all with popu- 
Jlation. 
lt is moft clearly impoffible for Europeans to cul- 
‘ivate W. India lands; and a free neoro never was 
<nown to hire himfelf for any kind of field-work.— 
Huropeans may do carpenter’s or other work, under 
over. | 
_ Thinks cattle are now ufed as much as they can P, 113. 
oe in W. Indian cultivation ; and that the prefent im- 
plements are perfectly fit.for the work, and adroitly 
ijufed by the negroes. The plough. has been. much 
falked of : he knew 2 or 3 very zealous for it, who 
fried it in Antigua and St. Vincent, but were foon 
abliged to abandon it. (Even if the plough could 
be moré generally ufed, as he thinks it could not to 
yidvantage, fo many flaves are requifite in crop, that 
nc thinks its ufe would not make fewer hands necef- 
ary.on an eftate, p. 127.) 
| He hardly remembers any importation of negroes 
into St. Vincent, Tobago, Grenada; and Antigua, in 
the war, Hence, in Grenada, inftead of g00r 31,000, 
the number of flaves before the capture, the firft re- 
‘urn, after the reftitution, in about 5 years, hethinks. 
gexceeded not 27 or 28,000; but cannot be accurate. 
Hite believes, the negroes then decreafed in the other 
Wiflands named. | 
It depends on the foil, whether it is advantageous 
fo rattoon, or te-plant, canes. In Grenada, where 
the foil is ftronger, there is much more rattooning 
than in St. Vincent; but generally, in both, they P. 114. 
yoow rattoon to a 2d or 3d year. Formerly, in Gre- 

nada there were rattoon-canes above 20 years old.— 
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1790. The number of flaves neceffary for an eftate, varies} 
Part II. with the foil, pofition, &c. Rattooning leflens the: } 
tea’ land to be holed, but increafes the acres to be cut in 

crop. Many eftates have moft of their holing done | 
by tafk-gangs ; fo that he thinks rattooning does not | 
unavoidably leffen the number of negroes neceffary. |: 
It is certainly the planter’s intereft to keep up the | 
flaves by breeding, if poffible. Has known people 
think differently on the value of new negroes and |) 
creoles. A feafoned flave, though more fenfible, is | 
thought more apt to be ill-difpofed, and a young, 
healthy, new negro, near as valuable asa feafoned | 
one not brought up by themfelves. But for a flave | 
which, if new, he would give 5ol. fterl. he would, 
if feafoned, and not of bad character, give 7ol. fterl. | 
Probably, moft of the negro tradefmen are creoles, | 
and are the moft valuable. He looks on an African, 
bought young, and feafoned by 7 or 8 years work in ° 
the W. Indies, full as valuable for field-work as a ' 
creole ; but others think differently. P. 117. j 
Were it poffible to keep up the flaves by breeding, © 
I's or 20 years muft elapfe before thofe born could be — 
P. 115. fit for field-work. In that period, the working ne- ' 
sroes muft, in the courfe of things, be diminifhed ' 
near £. i 
He heard of a Frenchman who lived long ago in | 
Grenada, pretending that it was his intereft to ex- ° 
hauft his flaves by labour ina few years; but it was | 
always mentioned asa fingular abfurdity, and heis | 
fure no planter acts on a maxim fo horrid. | 
He always heard feverity deemed a reproach to ° 
amanager, and as likely to preclude him from em- ° 
ployment. o || 
Induftrious flaves are happily firuated, and they ' 
appear perfectly contented. i 
He was well informed of a flave who accidentally | 
loft % his foot, and was fent by his mafter to the part | 
of Africa whence he came, and found many rela- 
tions; but the flave refufed to flay, returned to © 
Grenada, and continued, as a flave, with his mafter. ° 
Can 
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Dan now ftate all the circumftances with certainty; 1790. 
hinks it muft have been before 1779. Part II. 
_ He fcruples not to give his opinion, that flaves, “~~? 
n general, have fewer wants unfatisfied, enjoy more P. 116. 
jomforts, and are freer from fear of want, than the 

'nglifh labourers, and not having thofe ideas which 
Would make their ftate intolerable to Britons, do not 
eel the pain people are apt to think, from their de- 
‘radation in fociety. 
) Befides leflening their comfort, by increafing their 
abour, he concludes, from obfervation, that as no- 
hing pleafes flaves more than new negroes coming to 
neftate, fo, if the fupply was long ftopped, they 

rould grow difcontented, probably mutinous. The 
jeport of the abolition had reached the iflands before 
Je left them, and gave great uneafinefs to all per-~ 
pns there, and, he fuppofes, raifed the price of 
javes. The fear of the effects likely to follow the 
}bolition, was one caufe of his telling his flaves when 
e fold his land. 
} As many eftates are cultivated by money borrowed P. 117, 
jn the credit derived from the flaves, he thinks 
ich credit will be hurt by the abolition, and, of 
jourfe, the means of cultivating fuch eftates de- 
jroyed. 
} Thinks, while new flaves can be had, at almoft any 
Irice, they will be fmuggled into the iflands, in 
ite of every regulation likely to be adopted. 
) He knows of no other inftance than the one he has 
aentioned, of a freeman having been executed for 
}ave-murder; nor has he heard, in Grenada, where 
fe has lived almoft entirely fince it happened, (in 
1775 or 6) of any other murder of a flave by a free : 
erfon. The man fo executed was an underline inP. 118, 
ae Marfhal’s office, an obfcure, illiterate man.— 
,emembers nothing of this charaéter ; but that Mr. 
orteous, the Marfhal, handfomely feed one or 
yore counfel to argue in arreft of the judgement.— 

chinks that the flave murdered was a woman hired 

y the prifoner, who, having difobeyed him, he re- 
a4 a. G2 proved 
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1790. proved her; that fhe gave him fome abufe ; that, in} 
Part IL. his paffion, he ftabbed her, as was flated, he thinks): 
Ly partly by the deceafed and by the prifoner’s confely 

fion; but he cannot fpeak with certainty. ai 

P. I19.- Slaves are hired by the day, month, year, ow 
years. The price varies accordingly, and as the. 

renter is bound, or not, to make good the flave’s 

value. Thinks about 1s. 92d. the prevailing daily 

hire. He has known flaves hired by year, at 10.) 

per cent. on their value, (the hirer maintaining: 

them, p. 126) but much more has been given, ac}: 
cording to the party’s neceffities; and the difficulty: 

of getting flaves. ! 

Thinks the maintenance of his flaves in St. Vint 

cent, exclufive of provifion-grounds, was 71. or 8l}| 

fterl. for each man, woman, or child above 12 ; and 
perhaps 2 as much for a child under that age. j 

P, 120. Certainly, far more domeftics are kept in a Weft 
Indian than a Britifh family of the fame rank ; andi 

this prevails much more among the French in ont 

iflands than among Englith planters, He doubt? 

not that an Englifh family is better ferved by 2 01 

3, than they by 8 or io fervants. i oT: 
Thinks he had 40 and odd men, 30 and odd wo: 

men, and 30 and odd children, when he fold his 

flaves at St. Vincent. ql 

P. 121. The only efforts to inftruct the flaves, worth men-' 
; tion, as far as he faw, were thofe of the Moravians 
in Antigua, but he did not live there, and only learnt 

from thole who did, that they thought the Mora: 

vians had confiderably improved the flaves. i 

A free negro’s comfort depends on his ability te’ 

provide for himfelf and family. Many, in Gre- 

nada, live well; others, he thinks, have only a bare 

P. 122. fubfifience ;. but thinks, in. general, their fituation 

may be full as comfortable as that of flaves. . S 
Droughts are more frequent and longer in thevold) 
than the ceded iilands ; hence the planters in the latter 
can feed their flaves better than thofe in the former, Ic’ 
far as relates to provifion grounds. Were not the 
trade 
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\erade with N. America reftritted, no doubt more 


|} The number of domeftics varies with the planter’s 
‘family and difpofition. Recoliects no cafe where he 
\thought extra domeftics were kept as a mark of fu- 
‘perior ftate. But the thing is much lamented by 
Jall. Yet, on confidering his own cafe, and fome 
others, he never found he could well {pare any one 
flave he employed. Thinks the true caufe of more 
Idomeftics being kept in the W. Indies is, becaute it 
iis not eafy to get a negro fervant fo handy as a good 
Englifh one. Believes no planter would buy, for- the 
field, a negro who had been long a domettic. When 
Ja man happens to fella houfe negro, it is ufual to 
Met him chufe a mafter who will not put him into the 
field ; and this from humanity, left he might be 
Jput to harder labour than he had been uled to. He 
believes planters would rather buy new negroes, than 
Idomeftics, for field-work. (Houfe-flaves, though 
numerous for the ufe,- would be fo fmall an addition 
to working gangs, and are fo unwilling and unfit for 
field-work, that he fhould think that refource almoft 
othing. P. 127.) 


iJeftates, and muft vary with the ftate of the dung; 
but it is fo eafy to the flaves, who carry that and all 
burdens on-the head, that he has pretty generally 
Ween them run or go quickly withit. He does not 
mean that the flaves would voluntarily and conftantly 
ufe that pace; but thinks the drivers would not prac- 
tife it, if found unreafonable. He never heard flaves 
complain of dunging ; though he has no doubt they 
would prefer any lighter work. (Dung-bafkets may 
be 2 or 2% feet over the top, fhelving to the bottom, 
and 7 or 8 inches deep, p. 126.) 

In the ceded iflands, crop lafts from the 1ft of 
jJan. to about the end of May; after which the rains 
ufually fall, that would interfere with fugar-making. 
In Antigua, crop may laft 2 months longer. 

2 Tn 


1790. 


negro provifions would be imported into the iflands. Part II. 


Uy 


Piero. 


| The weight of bafkets of dung varies probably on P. 124. 


. id v2 pa S » . * ° 
* » “ss ‘i 2 , are a a 
a 4 of a. 4 a 4 * 7 f 
“A I es : ; 
- 
i ate a ; 4 oF 
o>, 3 ayo , = 
x 1 ‘2a. * 7 
bd » * * 
afl ¢ 
« : . f 


_ 
va ¥ 
eve. woh 
+ 


eros 


‘2 


a 
sve. 


caus ee oo ; 
A , ere yes P 4. 
” 


% 
“4+ 
i» AS 


uA 


‘ ‘oe 
a be 
, , 


eas 


4 
4 


La eres Pe a 


‘54. W. Iwpies. BYAmM. 


1790. In the ceded iflands, the land is holed and dunged 
Part I. from Sept. to Jan. according to the ftate of other} 
~~ work. In eftates that rattoon long, the land to be} 
P. 125. opened is a fmall proportion of the whole. Knows]. 
few eftates well enough handed to do all their holing| 
themfelves. Thinks, generally fpeaking, negroes |, 
are feldom holing above 5 or 6 weeks, and, pet-| 
haps, as long dunging. ' 
Whites, in the W. Indies, work as plumbers, |, 
mafons, &c. and many negroes work under their di-}: 
rection. Onthe whole, he thinks the labour of fuch|, 
whites not fo fevere as that of field negroes. The}. 
great difference is, that the former are not fo cone| 
ftantly inthe funas the latter. They do not fo con-| 
ftantly work, but leave it occafionally to the negroes | 
under them. a) 
Thinks planters would be indifferent whether per: , 
fons hired were flaves or free, if the hire were rea-, 
fonable ; but he never knew free negroes fo hired. 
Unlefs it were to be frequent, he thinks he forefees , 
inconveniences from mixing many free hired perfons . 
P. 126. among flaves. Thinks planters would prefer having , 
work done by free negroes, if it could be done, to. 
maintaining many women, children, old men, and, 
invalids ; and that it would be much cheaper, unlefs . 
the price of free negroes’ work were very exorbi- , 
tant. 
Taxes are raifed differently in the iflands. He, 
remembers one or more inftances of a poll-tax on; 
flaves of all ages, though a contrary practice had pre- | 
vailed during the French Government. A poll-tax , 
ftill exifts in Grenada on negro failors and others not | 
eniployed on eftates, to make their owners contri | 
bute, as well as planters, whofe produce is taxed.— . 
It has varied from 18s. to 12 or 14s. cur. per head; | 
and, he thinks, laft year, flaves, under 10 or 12, 
years old, were excepted, | 
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i eh 1790. 
Titnefs examined,— ALEXANDER CaMPBELL, Efq. pie Il 


He refided inthe W. Indies, from 1754 to 1763. 

‘as fince fpentabout half his time there. Left the 
'. Indies June 1788. In 1763, he, on the faith of p. 133, 

Joyal Proclamations, bought 2 fugar eftates, not 

en cleared, in Grenada, with above 300 negroes, 

Jiich coit him upwards of £40000 fter. Has fince 

‘pught 14 properties, in the new Iflands, with 350 

ves onthem, fome fettled in part, others uncleared, 

at fince partly cleared and fettled by him. Can’t be 

act, but believes, he has bought, fince 1763, above 

oo new negroes, to put on his properties; and, 

ce then, has fold 5 or 6 of his purchafes, with 

out 450 flaves. While in the W. Indies, he yearly 

ited the other (many Englith and fome French) 

ands. From 1766, till now, has had from soo to 

ar 1000 flaves: Has now above goo (more than 

jo of them children, p. 180) Has cultivated fugar, 

Wee, cocoa and cotton. Journals of deaths, births 

| d work have all along been kept on his eftates, and 

Ht him. 

| Thofe whoknow the W. Indiaclimare muftthink the Pe 1360 

ids can’t poffibly be cultivated by whites, and that 

i manual labour necefiary can only be done by ne- 

pes. It is impoffible to keep up the ftock of flaves. 

pbirths. Would not have bought lands in the Ceded 

Wands, had he conceived the fla. trade would be 

jolifhed. 

}orenada is thought to contain upwards of 80000 

yes, fome of which has been in fugar, and aban- 

jied for want of negroes, befides as much granted, 

never cleared, fit for coffee, &c. (Much landin 

} Ceded Iflands is yet uncleared, p. 1 78.) He knows 

| how much land has been fold in St. Vincent; 

"believes 2 of that fold is not cultivated; and that 

)f the land fold in Dominique is not cultivated. 

‘h thefe iflands are very mountainous: but, in ge- p. 

j41, all that is fold is fic for fome W. India Rrodncer 

| Has 
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1790. Has an eftate in Grenada, near the fea, of 320 
Part Il. acres, 173 flaves, has long made 250 to 300 hhds}, 
——,—— It is ftrong land and rattoons; fo that only from 24 

to 30 acres is to be holed yearly. On the adjoining 
eftate, farther from the fea, of 450 acres and 180 ney 
grocs, More canes are cut yearly, yet he makes no} 
above 180 or 200 hhds. On the next adjoining ef) 
tate, of 460 acres and 206 negroes, he makes no} 
above 180 or 200 hhds. A foot of cane on the lowe}: 
eftate yields as much as 1 foot on the uppers and h¢ 
makes 3 hhds on the former with lefs work, fewe) 
and carriage, than 2 onthe latter. Thefe facts fhew 
the impoffibility of accurately ftating the proporttoy} 
of negroes to acres, or hhds. eT] 
P. 138. Is certain, not 3 eftates in Grenada are fully flaved 
and that at leaft 15000 more flaves would be necel; 
{ary fully to flave the lands cleared, and fit for cul 
tivation. Does not think St. Vincent, to cultivate al)’ 
the cultivable land, above £ flaved, nor Diminiqu! 
I flaved. Believes Grenada and its iflands contati 
33000 or 34000 flaves, St. Vincent 12000, and Da 
minique 17000. i 
A gang of negroes confifts of tradefmen, boilers 
field-negroes, &c. The crop is from. January 0: 
February, to June or July, according as the eftate 1 
flaved ; if underhanded they begin foon. Then fom 
trade(men work at their trades, others help to tak’ 
off the crop. In 180 or 200 negroes, there are com 
monly go cutters and tiers, 20 or 25 carters and mul 
boys, about the works and mill from 30 to 40; abou’ 
the works from 15 to 20, watchmen, &c. about 1) 
Thefe, from 12 to 1g years old, weed cane 
children from 10 to 12 pick grafs. The reft ar 
fuperannuated, fick, or infants. When crop is OVE. 
P. 139. 10 Grenada, they have 2 or 3 days to clear and put } 
| order their gardens. After that they all weed ra 
toons and plants till the middle of Augutt, whe 
many of the ftrongeft (40, more or lefs) go to holins 
the reft ftill weeding. When the land is holed, at 
the dung carted out by mules they, carry it to tl 
h 
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Joles, then they plant the land. This, with making’ 1790. 
Jung, repairing roads, and clearing the eftates’ pro- ‘Part Le 
Jifion-grounds, employed the field-negroes, out of ~~ 
(ODe * 
| They are commonly in the field from fun-rife, ne- 

ler earlier, till fun-fet, which never differs 4 hour 

om 6 o’clock. In Grenada, and, he believes, the 
ther Ceded Iflands, they have from j to 1 hour for 
ceakfaft, and, from 12 to 2, for dinner. 

A field-negro works the fame time in, as out of 
‘op. But in Grenada, and the other Ceded Iflands, 
ney boil fugar all night, and commonly have 3 {pells 
‘ Hoilers, mill people, &c. which are changed at mid- 
Night; fo that only every 3d night, they lofe their 

hours reft. On fully flaved eftates, there are often 


fpells. : 

The cutting of canes is. not very hard, tying them 

afy; the feeding the mills and hres are the moft la- 
Worious. The reft of the work is very eafy. Onthe 

hole, thinks the negroes are moft healthy in, and 

ke the crop beft. Never knew them complain of 
Norkthen. The mill-gang commonly fing all night. 
Jertainly labour in crop is the hardeft, as 3 their 

me, out of crop, is weeding. Holing is the molt 

\}vere work out of crop. 

} A bafket of dung for the ftrong, holds about 3olb. 

Ayr the weak about 15lb. Thefe gangs go in a row, 

Iie drivers with them. Some put more, others lefs 

Ito the bafkets. It is impoffible for any healthy 

drown flave to think this laborious. Dung, in Gre- 

lida and other iflands, where carts and mules with P, yar, 
Pikets can go, is carried out by them, univertally, > 
dnd the negroes feldom have above 200 yards to 

Jrry it to the holes. 

i) In Grenada, they gave no provifion to the healthy 
Jexcept herrings or falt fith) unlefs their grounds fail 

jpein, and if fo, they give no more food at one time 

pan another. They often give holers weak grog 

vice a-day. Holing does not occation ficknefs. Ne- 

jrocs feem fond of it, and commonly fing at at. 


knows 


———— 
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1790. knows feveral tafk-gangs who hole, all the year, by}! 
Part II. tafk-work, equally healthy with thofe employed ink 
“—~-— other works. Nor does he think holing fo hard as} 


mowing, and other works here. The work of feld- 
negroes much eafier than the common labour here. | 

Negroes are fed differently in different Iflands.} 
In Grenada, where eftates are large, and have much} 


P. 142.new ground, they have as much land as they can} 


P. 143. cil’s Report. Negroes may raife poultry and hogs, 


work, to maintain themfelves and fell the furplus,) 
as it has been univerfally confidered the greateft be+ 
nefit toa planter, that his flaves {hould have plenty,} 
and the more money they got, the more attached) 
they were. They have an afternoon weekly, to work; 
their grounds, and the manager or overieer callsi 
over the lift, twice a day, to fee who were in their 
grounds, and alwayson Sunday morning, g o'clock, 
when the negroes were ordered inro their grounds,! 
except fuch as had paffports, to go to market, Omi 
church, or to fee their countrymen, which he never! 
knew refufed, when there was occafion. The ma-| 
nager fometimes, ‘and the overfeers twice, weekly,! 
viewed the negro-gardens, and always gave an al-j 
lowance, and often further time, to fuch whofe gar-! 
dens were neglected, or when there was not fufficient 
food inthem. If negroes had not fufficient grounds,’ 
they would rob their neighbours, and might revolt;! 
and it is of the greateft confequence that all the ne 
groes be properly fed. As fome were not fo atten-) 
tive to their intereft as others, the Grenada legifla+ 
ture paffed a law for infpecting negro grounds, in 
1766, and another in.1788, inferted in the P. Coun-' 


and fell them for the beft price they can get. (They 
are forced to labour at their own ground, p. 179). | 
They raife, for their own ufe, or for fale, in Gre- 
nada and the Ceded Iflands, plantanes and fig-bana~ 
mas, caffada, yams, &c. &c. alfo cabbages, {fhal+ 
lots, &c. likewife pine-apples, water-melons, Sc. 
Every one of thefe the negroes have in their grounds, 
at fome time or other of the year. Very little Ja- 
4 bour 
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our in planting them, and they only require 2 or 3 1790. 
eedings, which can be done by the children. Part IT. 
lantanes are very fruitful, 3 or 4. weedings the only —~—~ 
altivation»required. The negroes need not work 

Jalf their allowed time in their gardens, and that 

daly out of crop, as the rains fet not in till May or 

ane, before which they cannot plant, 

In Grenada, the negroes commonly have from P, 14a. 
to 12 herrings weekly, or falt filh in proportion ; 
Vhildren and infants have half allowance. ‘They have 

Neef and pork at Chriftmas. | 

In Grenada and the Ceded Iflands it is cuftomary, 

ad, in Grenada, there is a law, that provifions 

hould be raifed by the whole gang, for the fick, and 


x the indolent who neglect their grounds, or who, 


‘om cafualties, have not food enough in them; (re- 

eated, p. 179) and parifh guardians are appointed 

» infpect the grounds; and in cafe of want, the 

jafters commonly buy provifions. 

New negroes are cloathed, and placed with the p, yy. 


g 


Hnief negroes, and regularly feed thrice a day, fora 
ear or more, till they have enough food in their 
rounds, and can provide for themfelves. Their 
tft work is to plant their grounds, and they are al- 
wed, at times, daysto weedthem. ‘They generally 
Ie allowed to fell the firft provifions they raife, to 
ittach them to the eftate and encourage them. Pro- 
Jerty they can call their own makes them happy, 
nd gives them a better idea of their ftate. Matters 
Jery often give them poultry and encourage them to 
fear them. 

In general, the negroes fell provifions, poultry 
nd hogs. A flave who makes proper ufe of his 
me, may fell produce to the value of from £7 to 
15 fter. yearly. Some induftrious negroes, who 
ave good land, often fell from £ 30. to £ 40 fter. 
laves with children have a greater proportion of 
ind than fingle flaves; and, he believes, in the Ceded 
flands, $ the current {pecie is the property of the 
egroes, 

] H 2 
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Negroes are naturally fond of gay drefs, and thol! 


Part IL. allowed fufficient working day ‘cloaths, they buy 
w— fine cloaths for Sundays. It is very common, ip) 


ee , 
P. 1g y~There ts one on every eftate, obliged by law to’) 


Grenada and the Ceded Ilands, to. fee fiéld- -negroe|’ 
in white dimity jackets and breeches, and fine Hol}! 
land fhirts; and the women tn mutlins, and 4 or F 
India muflin Handkerchiefs on their heads, at 8 op 
tofh. each. He has often feen flaves give feafts tq 
_ 100 or 200 other flaves, with every rarity and wines|’ 
which he could not have given for £ 60 fter. anq| 
they very often borrow their mafter’s plate and linep 
to entertain their friends. Thefe feafts are very fre} 
sah amongft the flaves. When large hogs ar’ 
killed by the plantation- negroes, they are common 
fold to the reft, in fmall quantities. | 
Negroes ath families, or fingle ones, who with fo, 
houfes, are affifted ge the eir matters to build 4 
eat are commonly from 25 to 30 feet long, fron! 
2 to 15 feet broad, the fides and tops covered wit! 
wild aytie: and thatched with cane-tops. They are war! 
mer, enters and efteemed healthier, than if boarded! 
At one che there is a hog- pen outfide, and at thi’ 
other a hen-rooft. : 
Knows no where a greater proportion of able, i 
perienced, medical men, than in the W. Indies. Ther 
are about 40 in Gitaida! where they are allowe« 
7ih. 6d. cur. for each flave, young and old, ani 
518 befides for fratures and operations, and ‘20fh 
cur. per-head for inoculation. Sick flaves are 1m! 
mediately fent into the hofpital, where 2 nurfes al’ 
yee attend to nurfe and give them phyfick. Th’ 
Doctor, if not refident, always vifits them thrice ' 
week and oftener, if neceflary, and the owner 0! 
manager, and eliee nurfe, examine all the fick ever" 
morning. ‘The hofpitals are “co i i dividec 


properly kept. Wine and every neceflary is gene 
rally found fo the fick. Believes the plantation hot 
pitals, 1 in Grenada, are generally as well attended 4| 
thofe in England. If the leaft fore appears on adit 

: ) eroe 


W.Inpiese—N. AMERICA. 9 CAMPBELL. 6x 


‘rroc’s leg, he is laid up, as it is dificult to cure 1799. 
‘ores without confinement. Negroes are regularly Part I, 
Ned in the hofpital. They often remain a day or ~~~ 
wo in the hofpital, with only a dry fkin. 
| An eftate of 3 or 400 acres, with fufficient flaves 
‘And ftock, may be worth 30 or £ 4oooo fter. The 
jnanager ought to have fenfe, humanity and good 
yondu@. He muft ftudy the flaves tempers, and 
know the care of ftock and land, fo that he fhould 
boffefs the firft abilities. It is the owners intereft 
‘ind care to get fuch a man. Planters, knowing it 
‘the chief point to have the negroes in good heart, 
Jook firft to his humanity, without which no planter 
would employ his brother. Managers in Grenada, 
‘md the Ceded Iflands, have commonly from £150 
‘o £ 300 per Annum, which, with the provifions and 
ftock they raife, enables them to live well, and to 
Yave moft of their wages. Ifhumane, they are ge- 
jaerally as much refpected as owners, and very often 
‘become owners. Are very often gentlemen’s fons 
‘ifrom Europe, who, having experienced, as overs 
Veers, the management of flaves and manufacture of 
Jproduce, become managers. 
| Negroes are generally fubjeét to thieving and drink- p, 148, 
Jing; anda number of ill difpofed negroes coming 
\from Africa often break open ftores and rum cellars, 
fteal provifions, quarrel, and run away. Thefe are 
‘the caufes generally for which matters punifh them. 
JAIL eftates are obliged to guard negro gardens, &c. 
In Grenada, by law, owners or managers cannot or- 
Jder above 39 lathes, on the breech, for any one 
Jcrime—and overfeers cannot themfelves punifh, or 
Jorder above 12 lathes. Plantation-punifhment is not 
fo fevere as 50 lathes given to a foldier, and is foon 
jcured. Great crimes are often forgiven to negroes 
|who have not been punifhed before, becaule after 
Meveral flogeings, they confider it as little punith- 
Jment. Good negroes feel the difgrace more than 
\the whipping. Whipping are more frequent on fome 
jeftates than others. Owners or managers feldom or 
Bh biti. ever 
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17go. ever punifh for fmall crimes; but it is fometimes ree}, 
Part II. quifite to punith, but not too feverel y—it is the owners |. 
t——y—— intere{t not to punifh fo feverely as to keep negroes | 
from working: nor did he ever fee a punifhment|/ 
which he could call very fevere, or more than the 
P. rag, RESTO could bear. In the WwW. Indies, as every} 
where elfe, fome are more indulgent than others; | 
but he never remembers to have feen any cruelties, } 
tho’ he has heard of owners feverer than others. | 
In 10 years, ending 1788, he faw no beggars or }) 
miferable objects, except at Barbadoes, where he} 
faw many whites of that defcription, fome ferving | 
free negroes and flaves, who pay a weekly fum te) 
their matters. i | 
French domefticks are very often made com-| 
panions by their owners. Many of them are their) 
mafters’ mulatto children. Their domefticks are}. 
generally better treated than the Englifh; but they ; 
do not feed and cloath their field-negroes fo well as.) 
the Englifh: they generally work them more and) 
punith them more feverely. 
He thinks the French flaves confiderably- better ; 
difpofed than the Englith : they are not fuch thieves. | 
Being moftly Chriftians, they have better ideas of \ 
right and wrong. Every evening, out of crop (and » 
on Sunday evenings in crop, p. 150.) they: meet of | 
their own accord, and pray, and fing hymns, with 
fervency and devotion. (The Grenada negroes are | 
equally devout, p. 150.) | 
P. 160. Ail the new negroes he bought feemed to be in | 
the favage flate. Thofe of the Gold coaft appeared | 
more tractable and induftrious. They generally) 
fhewed themfelves off to be bought and when ex-: 
mined feemed difappointed, if refufed. On feeing ; 
their countrymen, on the eftates, cloathed and coms’ 
fortable, they feemed very happy. He knows‘ 
not that he ever faw one otherwife. He has often! 
aiked fome of his flaves, if they wifhed to return to’ 
Africa, and their univerfal anfwer was, “‘ No matter, | 
me know better’, They with not to be thought: 
Africans 
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\fricans, and, with them, ‘ Salt water negro” and 1790. 
Savage” have the fame meaning. Part II. 
) In Grenada, all the creoles and moft new negroes +~—w 
re Chriftians, being generally chriftened 2 or 3 years Ps 151. 
Veter their arrival. They often read the fervice over 

jheir dead.. They often attend the churches, En- 

lifh and Catholick. The clergy, by law, mut 

hriften them gratis, and certain times, yearly, vifit 

nd inftruct them. Believes the negroes in the other 

‘Veded Iflands are equally religious; tho’ there is no 

ach law ) 

_He had an eftate 2 years, near the Caribs in St. 
Vincent, and he has an iflind 5 leagues off, where 

‘ney fifh, They have the richeft land in St. Vin- 

Jent, and have cleared fome fpots where plantanes, 

»bacco, and caflada are planted by the women. 

“he men fifh, get crabs, eggs and birds, and make 

afkets, which they fell among the Iflands for li- 

uors: are quite idle at other times. ‘They have 

nly a rag round the waift, and live in the favage 

ate they did in Africa. They generally fpeak 
trench; and there were always French miffionaries 

mong them till the Ifland was ceded to us; but they 

ever could convert them. He has often feen his 
Negroes feed them out of pity. They are free, and 

ieir lands have been confirmed to them by treaty P. 152. 
nth England, when they were fuppofed to have 800 

ghting men. It is thought they have fince de- 
yreafed; but believes their exact numbers have never 

een known. 

In 1787, he went from 20 to 30 miles into Trini- 

ad, and faw partiesof yellow Caribs. ‘The women 

jad children had only rags about their waifts. They 

emed perfectly favage. The Governor told him 

y2ey were nymerous, and had many parcels of the 

}icheft land in the Ifland, but not cultivated, except 

vith a few plantane and orange-trees near their 

joufes which were temporary, as they often changed P. 153. 
jheir grounds: glfo that tho’ that Ifland was one of 

jhe firft fettled by the Spaniards, yet the priefis, 

wit 
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1790. with all their zeal, never could convert the yellow) 
Part. I.Caribs. They are free. 
wep Mott of the free negroes in the Iflands, have been}. 

freed by gift. He has known many repent of their} 

being freed, finding it difficult to fupport themfelves} 

and get comforts when fick, equal to what they had] 

before. ‘The women commonly huckfter, and often} 

receive ftolen goods from flaves. Some free tradef-} 

men work till they can buy a negro, and then leave off. | 

Some live idle on wenches’ gains. Never knew a). 

free negro work, nor does he think fuch would work} 

in the field, for any wages. Their general idea of} 

liberty feems to be exemption from work. | i 

P. 124. It is impoflible for Europeans to ftand W. Indiaf 
field-work of any kind. Soldiers and failors ex-{ 
pofed to the fun, are liable to difeafe. It is cufto-{ 
mary to exercife foldiers before fun-rife. Often give} 
overfeers umbrellas to keep off the fun and rain,} 
White tradefmen there feldom work, in, or out of! 
doors. ‘They direét negro tradefmen how to lay out: 
the work, and do light, nice jobs. (Repeated p. 173.)}. 
The Ceded lands, being generally very moun-) 
tainous and ftony, very little land can be ploughed, | 
Not 1000 acres in Grenada. Steep land ploughed) 
would foon be wafhed away. The flat land is moftly:: 
ftrong clay, and could not be ploughed in wet wea-: 
ther, and, in dry, its hardnefs would make it dif-! 
ficult. Land ploughed would fill want fome negro: 
labour. Lands in the Ceded Iflands rattoon. ‘The: 
lands can generally be holed by the negroes, after! 
weeding, when they have little elfeto do, and the : 
fame number muft be kept to take off the. crop.: 
Ploughing would fave very little, from the difficulty » 
and expence of getting a proper ploughman, the ex-* 

ence of horfes and cattle, and the various ftructures * 
of ploughs; the charges of ploughing would be: 
double that of holing by tafk-work. Ploughs have! 
often been tried without fuccefs. Believes the plans" 
ters would eagerly purfue any mode that promifed’ 
to eafe their flaves. - (Believes it poffible aor | 

A aiter | 
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Jafter the plough, (without holing) with a good 1790 
}ploughman, but he believes few could plough a Part I. 
furrow ftraight enough. Knows not that it ever was + ~—w 
Jor can be fuccefsfully practifed in the W. Indies, p. 

I 80). ; 
} Thinks it impoffible to cultivate a W. India ef- 

tate without negroes attached to it, where 2 or 300 
negroes are requifite for 3 or 400 acres. The ableft P. 156, 
planter cannot tetl when the conftant attendance of 

Vthe negroes is moft wanted. Their abfence for a 
\fortnight would be very injurious, and might not be 
frecovered in years. It would be impoffible, with- 

fout negroes attached, to hire, lodge, or feed the 
toumber requifite. 

1 Believes women in the W. Indies breed not fo 

foon, nor fo long, as in colder climates, feldom 

fhave above 5 or 6 children, have early and more 
various connexion, which tends to hinder breeding. 

} From 27 years experience, and the opinions of 
imedical men, has found, that many infants die of 
Hocked-jaw, of worms, and of the putrid fore throat. 

§Moft children have the yaws, which, at times, have 

paffled the firft phyficians in England. All the W. 

tindia Iflands are, at times, fubject to long droughts, 

}aeavy rains, calms and cold north winds, caufing dif- 
borders, and often great mortality. Itis generally moft Pp, ye, 
‘fatal to the healthieft, ableft flaves. 

) In the W. Indies, hurricanes or exceffive rains, 
‘ieftroy the provifions, from July to November when 

io fhips are there; and this country being too dif- 

Hant to fupply them, the flaves are forced to eat un- 

Vipe provifions, often caufing great mortality from 

luxes, which he has often known attack 3 a gang. 

Thinks this caufe deftroys as many flaves as the 
country diforders. Formerly they could foon get 

liry provifions from America; and this evil may be 
remedied by a trade, in fmall veflels, with that 
country. 

Seldom above 3 or 4 years pafs in any Ifland but 

the whites and blacks are vifited by epidemicks. 

I Very 
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-4790. Very often an eftate will increafe by births for a time,}} 
Part II.and, in 1 or 2 months, lofe % or = of its flaves. 4 
V——— Hfe has an eftate, with about 200 flaves, in the/ 


P. 1¢8.cularly loft 47, out of 300, of that diforder. In} 
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rather than fuffer fuch lofs, his other flaves would ‘ 


g- A weakly handed eftate, muft begin crop Janu- 
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healthieft part of Grenada, where, from 1766 to} 
1786, his numbers diminifhed not above 1o: Inf} 
1786 they were 12 lefs; in 1787, he loit 25, moft| 
of them the ftouteft he had, with a liver-complaint.| 
All his neighbours fuffered equally, and one parti-}' 


1788, it was fatal, both to whites and blacks, in| 
other parts of Grenada, where it had never been fo! 
fatal before; but it has fince been more frequent in/ 
all the Iflands. In the year ending June 1789, his!’ 
Grenada flaves have increafed 8 by births; but, by? 
letters of October laft, he loft, in 6 weeks, 17 by the! 
flux, moftly able flaves. Believes all the Iflands have’ 
{uffered as much. In St. Kitts and the Leeward If* 
lands they loft a great many flaves 2 years ago. i 

if he could not have bought grown flaves to re-’ 
place his lofs, even 15 or 20 loftin 170, would have’ 
leflened his crop by at leaft 60 or 70 hhds. fugar and ' 
40 punch. rum. Fears, that in {pite of humanity, | 


have been worked more than if the eftate had' 
been fully flaved, and it might caufe a greater lofs ' 
of flaves and crop the next year. But, by buying’ 
20 new flaves he fhould pay this country for manus’ 
factures, herrings, &c. duties and freight of 60 or 
70 hhds. of fugar, and of § of the rum, above £. 2000) 
and he fhould be repaid his lofs in one year; and ’ 
humanity would be protected, by faving his other’ 
flaves and bringing 20 flaves from a favage ftate to 
be well ufed and made chriftians of. : 


ary 1. and continue till June or July, hence the, 
canes being then watery 2500 or 3000 gall. of liquor: 
will go to 1 hhd. of fugar; but a full handed eftate may 
begin crop in March, April or May, and then 1500 
gall. liquor or lefs would make a hhd, with half the > 
labour of flaves and flock. Newly cleared eftates, © 

5 in 
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Ja the Ceded Iflands, if neglected a year, grow into 1790, 
\wood and brufh 10 or 12 feet high, and if weak- Part IT. 
Jnanded, part muft be abandoned. Swen Arr 
| Ifthe Ceded Iflands were now fully cultivated and 
‘aved, the number of flaves would not be fufficient 
Jo continue to raife the fame produce; for now the 
jand there is new and rattoons, and takes lefs dung. 

. Thinks, if the fexes were equalized by buying P. 160. 
More women, it would ftill be impoffible for the 
Wlaves to be kept up by breeding. | 
| His eftates, as healthy as any in Grenada, having 
zood and abundant provifion grounds, attended by 
ible medical men, yet, he believes, have loft 3 per 
rent. of flaves, annually, on an average. From 
what he knows and has heard, believes the decreafe 
in that-and the other Ceded Mlands has been fully as 
great, and near as great, in the old Iflands, which 
are healthier but worfe off for provitions. (Decreafe _ 
3 per cent. yearly, moftly of the able flaves, the lofs 
of labour may be 2 per cent. more, and the increafe 

alfo 2 per cent. p. 162, 176). From 1779 
the lofs in Grenada was eftimated at 4 per 

it. Ifland was then uncommonly healthy 
and few whites died. Believes the additional mor- 
tality was owing to the fcarcity caufed by the war. 
Is interefted in 3 eftates, in a healthy part of Domi- 
nica, having plenty of ground provifions, and a doc- 
tor conftantly refident ; but the decreafe on them, 
he believes, has been 4 percent. No negroes have 
Ibeen put on them fince 1779- 2 of the works have been 
abandoned, from the decreafe, have grown into‘P. 169. 
Ibrufh and wood, and make not } the produce they 
Hdid in 1779. 
} In cafe of the Abolition, the flaves, fenfible part of 

the lands growing into brufh and wood would be un- 
healthy, and their labour would be harder, would 
defpond. Buying new negroes makes the flaves 
happy, as eafing them and affording them WIVES. 
}By late letters from fome of the Grenada legiflature, 


Whe learns that the flaves begin to be a little turbu- 
; te tent. 
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1790. lent, faying Parliament would free them, but for} 
Part II. their mafters. With thefe ideas the whites might bel 
‘—~v=—’ deftroyed in a day. Believes if they knew Parlia 

ment meant to abolifh a trade fo effential to their eafel, 
and comfort, and could come at thofe who fhould} 
pafs fuch a law, they would not fcruple to deftroy} 
them. ) 
The Sl: trade, having been almoft intirely {top-|. 
ped in the war, the Iflands fuffered greatly in num-|) 
bers and cultivation—Grenada loft near 7000, and} 
he believes the others proportionally; and, fince then,|: 
ail our Iflands have been and are in great want of| 
flaves. Foreigners have given 3 as much more than} 
we have, and. “their demand being great, we werel! 
obliged to take young and old flaves, fetting afide}: 
the fick, not being able to get women, and a great) 
many imported are pait breeding. 
162, The planters creditors are alarmed at the difcuf-} 
fion of the queftion of Abolition, and with for their) 
money. It has totally {topped loans and fales of W. 4 
India eftates. The planters holding their property. 
by charters and acts of Parliament, and finding they) 
are likely to be deprived of the only means of pre- ' 
ferving it, by acts of Parliament, they confider their: 
eftates as in a more uncertain ftate. 
Were epidemicks to carry off $ the people in this! 
kingdom, the lofs could be fupplied, from this and) 
the neighbouring kingdoms, and the fame may be! 
{aid of Africa; but, in cafe of the Abolition, the 
P. 162, lols from difeafes in one Hfland, it could not be fup-: 
“plied, from any other, as flaves could not be bought : 
at any price. Hence, in time, the Abolition will) 
ruin the W. Indies and the flaves now there. 
His reafons for thinking that, if this country abo- ' 
lifh the flave-trade, the other European nations i 
P. 164. would carry iton and extend it. The French, whole | 
W. India Colonies are not $ cultivated, have eranted l 
bounties on flaves and the fhips carrying them.) 
Spain could buy flaves cheaper, were G. Britain to | 


abolifh the trade, and has, by a late edict, opened ' 
all | 
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} her W.Indian ports, and offered bounties on 1790. 
ves. By another edict, fhe has offered freedom Part Il 
flaves deferting from other colonies. It is well ~~ 
iown many Englifh SI: fhips, with Englifh matters 

id French feamen, have, in the laft 2 years, failed 

ym France, as French veffels, to get their bounties. 

cafe of the Abolition, our Merchants will go to 

Jance and Oftend, to carry on the trade with the 

Yench and other foreign colonies who, in their 

‘rv, will carry flaves to our colonies. Moft goods 

at to Africa are cheaper in France than England. ItP. 165. 
well known, the value of W. India produce, at 
under-price, and in abad year, was £. go000000, 
clufive of exports to Ireland and N. America. 
ibove £.3000000 in duties freight, and the other 
6000000 confumed in manufactures and center 
ire. 

WThe planter, having hitherto confidered that he 
juld not be deprived of his property without an 
Juivalent, and feeing his flaves wafting, would 
}ink it incumbent on him to get flaves in any way, 
id atany price. He would be obliged to buy them 
the free-ports, and to carry them in {mall incom- 
odious veffels in which the flaves, in a few days, 
Hbuld fuffer more than in a voyage from Africa, and 
Puld coft near double the prefent price. Thinks no 
Ht could prevent the planters from getting flaves; nor 
Hes he fee, if men of war fhould feize them, how 
Hey could fell them. (Repeated, p. 177.) 
Thinks it was ftipulated, in the Ceded Ifland 
jants, that 4 the land granted fhould be cultivated, 
20 years, and that there was a penalty for non-per- 
mance; but knows of none being inforced. 

} Moft of thofe who abandoned lands in Grenada P. 167. 
Wte new fubjects, and carried their flaves to foreign 

jands to avoid paying their debts to Britifh mer- 

ants: others from the decreafe and non-importa- 

yn of flaves were obliged to abandon cultivation: 

ers, as no flaves were to be bought, took their 

ves off their coffee, &c. eftates, and put them on 

their 
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their fugar eftates to fupply their lofs: And fomq, 
whofe flaves had decreafed, had not the means to re} 
place them and abandoned ‘their property. 
When Grenada was ceded in 1763, the Britifh law| 
wer confidered as in force there. In 1764 or 65) 
legiflature was formed there, which pafled laws fo} 
as government and protection of flaves; but no law. 
was paffed to prevent owners from punifhing as they 
thought proper, it being confidered by the leila 
ture, ~ of which he was a member, that no local law 
could prevent improper punifhment fo much as tht 
Britith laws then in force there. All the inhabitant| 
were interefted in protecting the flaves, as infurrection| 
might be occafioned by cruelty. The Iflands being. 
{mall, and efiates not above 3 or 400 acres, the con, 
duct of mafters is generally known. Several matter, 


have been indicted and fined for cruelty, by the Jufl 
tices, at the Seffions, and one white man was hanged), 
but whether a mafter or not, he cannot fay. 


Some of the many Grenada laws for protecting, 


Nth 
MW 


and managing flaves having been found inadequate, 
in 1788, a Committee (of which he was one) wa; 
appointed to revife and reform thofe laws. He be | 
lieves they reftricted punifhment to 39 lathes, ti 
fhew G. Britain, who had been petitioned againft the 
flave-trade, that there was fuch a law. Think, 
the flave was as well protected before as he is by thi: 
law; for it certainly was always underftood and oie 
tifed, that the flaye was protected by the comme 
law of G. Britain. | 
The Quantity of. flaves-grounds depends on thei 
quality and fituation. Some having more land that 
others, give the flaves as much as they can work, 
Never knew lefs than an acre given to 6 perfons 0) 
all ages (exclufive of the common provifion- ground 
worked by the whole gang, p. 179.) When ai 
eftate is faid to confift of fo many acres, the flaves 
grounds are included. { 
In Grenada negroes are not commonly allowed ti 
keep goats, Other things are cheap for that coun 
uy 


q 
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y: Pork about sd. per lb, fixed by law; a fowl. 1790. 
om 18d. to 3s. other poultry in proportion ; a roaft- Part II 
g pig 4s. 6d.—all fterling. Knows no whites who “~— 
ife ftock, except a little by proprietors, but moft 
} it is bought of the flaves. 
}In the French Iflands, he believes, the flaves have 
uch the fame quantity of provifion-grounds as thofe 
Grenada. Has feen the Code Noir, and knows 
jc French mode of treating flaves. Many regula- 
ipns of that Code were incorporated into the firft 
-enada flave-laws. 
French ufe their domeftics better than the En-P. 171. 
ith, but field-negroes of both are on a footing, ex- 
pt that, till the war, American and European pro- 
ions were dearer to the French than the Englith, 
Po could and did feed their flaves beft. Cloathing 
ming cheaper from England, they cloathed them 
jarly, while the French flaves were generally obliged 
cloath themfelves, except the domeftics whom their 
uters cloathed for fhow. The French Iflands have 
WN eminent doctors; nor are their fick flaves gene- 
Jy fo well.treated as the Englith. The French, 
th in their own Iflands and in Grenada, work their 
ves much harder and punifh them worfe than the 
iglifh. But the French now enjoying the Ameri- 
#2 trade, can feed their flaves better than the 
elith. 
WWoollen cloaths, thought more proper, from Pp, 172. 
mps and bleak winds, he never knew given to 
ench flaves. 
WBelieves the French Procureurs have not attended p, 173, 
Wtheir duty to the flaves in any one Ifland. Infur- 
(tions have been more frequent in the French than 
glith Ilands, as is now the cafe at Martinique, 
ich fhews that their flaves are worfe treated than 
as. | 
yHe never knew but one man in Grenada, who 
Ws faid to ufe his flaves more fevere than common, 
- what his property was ruined. Thinks flaves are 
| treated 


~ 
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i7eo. treated much better than when he firft knew tht 
Part Il. W. Indies. | f 
—,__-—swtdIn. moft Iflands there were laws obliging prq 
prietors to keep a white man for fo many negroe} 

for fear of revolt and invafion, and that proportiof 

of whites being more than what was requifite to di 

reét the eftates, white tradefmen were fent from hen¢) 

to inftruét the negroes, which being accomplitheg: 

very few whites are employed on the eftates, as for! 

merly at Antigua, the wages and expences of a white 

man, being double that of a black, the fines for d¢ 
ficiency of whites nearly pay the whole Ifland ey! 
pences. He believes the other Iflands follow thi 

fame cuftom. 1} 

P. 174. Has often changed his managers, but not for 40 
5 years; except at Tobago, where his attornies hav! 
frequently changed his managers, fince he left tht 
country. 7 
Owners or attornies generally buy flaves, but wit! 

the managers’ affiftance. 7 

Moft managers buy flaves with their favings ; bu 

fach flaves are feldom kept or hired on the eftate h’ 

directs. They are generally let to others, the fil 
year, for their maintenatce ; afterwards they hit’ 
them at yearly wages, or in gangs for tafk-work. — 
Before the capture of Grenada in 1779, the taxe 
were partly railed by a poll-tax, fometimes on al 
flaves, fometimes on thofe of certain ages : but finc: 
the reftoration in 1784, the taxes were raifed on th’ 
produce. On town-negroes, there was a poll-ta’ 
from 12 to 18s.cur. per head, according to the exi 
encies of government. In 1784 a perpetual tax, ¢ 
18d. cur. per head, was laid on all flaves, in Gre: 
nada, to fupport the clergy. i 
P. yz, The roots on which negroes are fed are liablet 
injury by hurricanes. | oe 

P. 176. Domeftic and field-flaves are equally healthy: } 
any thing, the former die fafter than the latter, ow 

ing probably to their rambling more at nights, ¢ 
pecially the young men. | ; 


I, 
} 
\ 
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Does not know that the Regulating Bill has in- 1790. 
Icreafed the price of flaves; but it is apprehenfive Part II. 
ithe fear of the abolition, and moft eftates being “—~—~, 
Funder handed, fuch as had money or credit to buy, 
fand the demand of foreign colonies being great, 

Iprices rofe from £ 40 to £ 50 iter. for gold and 
windward coaft flaves, and are rifing daily. 

The Britifh African merchants, having at com- 

mand Britifh and India goods fit for that market 
(which are now fent to France to affort their cargoes 

for Africa, at 25 percent. advance) having greater P, 177, 
capitals and knowing the trade better, will certainly 

keep and increafe the flave-trade, and underfell fo- 
reigners. 

_ Jn Grenada the negroes go to their grounds at g 

on Sunday morning, and return about 12. They 

then drefs, and dance, or walk till about 7 o’clock, 

when they affemble to prayers, which they never 
neglect. After prayers, they pafs the reft of the 
evening in their houles. a 
Men are ufually preferred for the more laborious P, 178, 
| plantation-duty. , 

|. Atthe firft fettling of the Ceded Iflands, men fold 
tconfiderably higher than women, who were not fit 

I for felling trees; but at prefent, eftates being fet- 

tled and nearly fully flaved, women are moft 

' wanted, and from the age of 15 to 20, fetch full as 

phigh a price as the men, generally higher; but, 

after 2s, they fell confiderably under the men. 

Boys and girls, from 12 to 15, fell at equal prices. 

| He has a manager and 2 overfeers, on each eftate, 

an eminent mill-wright occafionally, and a doctor 
‘attends, but does not refide. Scarcely knows a 

fugar eftate but has at leaft as many whites, that 
number being requifite. One white fuperintends each 

} gang, in the field, boiling-houfe, or mul. 

| In all the Englifh and French iflands, he knows, P. 179: 
| free negroes and mulattoes are confidered as a nui- 

fance, as they never cultivate land themfelves, and 

the women huxter provifions, fell rum, and receive 

: | : ftolen 
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1790+ ftolen goods, corrupting the flaves’ morals, Their | 
Part Il: only ufe is in cafe of invafion. _ 
tenet = Thinks the labour now required of the flaves is | 
proper, may be done with eafe, and without hurt- | 

ing their health. Thinks a workman here does, | 

more work in 5 hours than the flave in 9. 


Witnefs examined—James Bariiiz, Efq.W. Indies, | 


181. . Refident in the W. Indies about 16 years at dif- 
ferent times. 

182. Purchafed an eftate in Grenada in 1765, and was 
concerned in the purchafe of another in St. Vin- 
cent, which latter was a grant from Government, 
foetal Monckton, and coft £33000. The, | 
eftate in Grenada was in a very imperfect ftate of | 
cultivation. 

Would not have purchafed had he conceived that 
G. Britain would prohibit the importation of African , 
negroes. Was an attorney for other plantations in | 
St. Kitts and Grenada, and knows the mode of cul- 
tivation and treatment of negroes. 

His land in St. Vincent is covered with wood. — 

His purchafe of General Monckton was 4000 and. 
a few hundred acres—Of this about 3000 acres have 
been fold to different proprietors, and 1f they can, 
procure African flaves, it may be brought to a flate 
of perfeion; but fhould the trade be abolifh- 
ed, the lands muft return to their natural flates . 

183. About 1400 acres remain unfold, till the prefent, , 
queftion is determined. Ifthe aha tan takes place, 
thefe will be entirely left to the proprietors. ‘The 
land would never have been fold, if it had been uns 
derftood at the time that G. Britain would PiQg 
hibit the importation of African negroes, 

Large tracts of land fo fold, particularly in Dad 
minique, are yet uncultivated. Ef tates in the Ceded. 

| Iflands 
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Iflands are by no means in perfect cultivation, and 1790. 
jare capable of great improvement, if the propri- Part IT. 
Jetors have a market for African flaves 
' Large fums of money have been expended in 
Jimprovements, and buildings made with accomimo- 
dations for taking off the crops which the whole of 

\the lands are capable of producing. 

Similar improvements have been made on the 
Jeftates bought from the French in Grenada, which 
i\ifland never was fufficiently flocked with flaves, and 

‘che number has been greatly leflened by excefs of 

labour or the French military works during the 
capture, &c. Thoufands have been purchafed fince 

the peace, but the eftates in general are far from 
Nbeing fufficiently handed.. Large tratts in Grenada 

Fhre uncultivated, which may be improved if pro- 
Jprietors are permitted to purchafe flaves. 

| Improvements muft ceafe in all the W. India 
Vflands, without a regular fupply of African flaves. 

ihe prefent ftock is not fufficient to keep the lands 

Vn their prefent ftate, without occafional fupplies 

from Africa—Cannot be kept ‘up by breeding— 

Tcould not do it on his own eftate, which 1s a re- 
narkable healthy fituation in Grenada, where only 

wo whites have died in 24 years. Fram 1765 to 

1771, he was in the habit of improving the eftate, 

and increafed the ftock of flaves from abaut 140 to 

Jg00 by purchafe. From 1771, till the capture of 
\Grenada in 1779, there was not a decreafe in the 

Jeftate of above one per cent. per ann. (reckoning 

the births) though no new negroes were purchafed, 
Wuring the French captivity the negroes decreafed 

for the reafons before-mentioned. In the year 1786, 

a contagious diftemper, in a few months, carried 
Joi 47 of the beit flaves, which number has been 

fince replaced by purchafe, or the cultivation of the 

eftate muft have diminifhed in proportion.— The yest a 
difeafe was a complaint in the liver, and the work i 
jof the plantation was in great backwardnefs the 

whole year it appeared. It lafted from -4 to 6 

! i 2 months, 
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months. No plantation could be better appointed} 
in provifion grounds; there were warm and conve- |) 
nient hofpitals for the fick, and though the negroes | 
had always of their own the greateft abundance of |) 
provifions, he always fupplied the hofpital with | 
flour, rice, bread, wine, and other refrefhments, }: 
There was a general order to fupply the fick with |: 
mutton, and fuch other frefh meats as the eftate |) 
afforded. The fick had fuch medical aid as was}! 
proper. For the firft 10 years a furgeon was kept 
for the fole purpofe of attending the negroes, and, | 
during the diftemper, a phyfician went froin the} 
town of St. George to attend this eftate, and fome} 
others in the neighbourhood. i 
Many children die of the Tetanus, or Locked || 
Jaw; but this does not arife from want of care, or! 
excefs of labour in the mothers; for when women |i 
are known to be pregnant, their work is gradually) 
diminifhed, till within 2 or 3 months of their des | 
livery, when they pick grafs, and do other light! 
work. During confinement they are comfortably : 
lodged at home, and are attended by able midwives | 
and nurfes. ‘They have proper refrefhments and 
cordials; (fee p.202) are allowed 4 or 5 weeks to’ 
recover ; and it is generally 2 or 3 months after their’ 
delivery before they return to the harder labour of | 
the plantation, When in the field, fome elderly: 
women are generally employed in taking care of | 


the children. Believes thefe regulations prevail 
| 


eencrally. q 
Negroes are well provided with food and cloath- : 
ing in all the iflands he has been in; but there is’ 
a greater abundance of provifions in Jamaica and | 
the Ceded Iflands, than in the fmaller, when they’ 
are more circumfcribed, and the climate more un-* 
certain. Negroes fupply the markets in the Ceded* 
Iflands with frefh provifions, roots, and vegetables, | 
the profits of which they apply to their own ule 
Some of them have property to the amount of 40, ' 
50, 100, or even £200 fterling, which is tran{-' 
| mitted 
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Jitted from one generation to another. Labour is_1790. 
} proportion to ability, and cannot be confidered Part I. 
fevere, when compared to the labour of the —~—” 
wer order of people in Europe. 
‘Holing of land, which is from Auguft to January, P, 188. 
}. has always confidered as the hardeft labour on a 
Jantation, during which they have generally acer- 
Hin allowance of bread, and very frequently fpirits 
‘ixed with water. 
4) Punifhments not fevere when compared with the 
icipline of the army or navy. 
{The mortality in the interval between the arrival P, 189. 
the fhips and the fales (which is generally about 

}) days) cannot even be eftimated at much more 
an I per cent.on an average, in the Windward 
fands—Knows of no in{tance of medical arts ufed 
conceal the real ftate of health in the flaves. 

Greateft attention is ufed to prevent the fepara- 

ibn of flaves, connected either by relationfhip or 
}endthip. , 

Never knew flaves exprefs a defire to return 

me. 
WSlaves in Grenada are generally Chriftians, and in» 
ate of comfort and happinefs. ale 
} Recollects negro freemen marrying flaves, though P. 190. 
#ey know the children of fuch marriage will be 
}rn flaves. | 
j introduction of new flaves cannot be prevented 
} any regulation in this country. wa 

France pays a bounty on the importation of flaves 
(o her colonies, amounting nearly to £ 7 per head. 
gumber of feamen in the French W. I. trade, be- 
ves, is upwards of 50,000. Thinks the number - 
#ported from Africa to ,her W. I. iflands, by 
ance, muft exceed 20,000. | i 
)Spain is giving every poffible encouragement P. 191. 
): the purfuit of the trade in her own colonies. 
(infurances are now making on Guinea-men from 
Mton, Virginia, and Charles Town, S. Carolina., 

A confiderable number of Guinea-men will be 

fitted 
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1790. fitted out from Copenhagen the inftant the trade 
Part I], abolithed in this country. 1 
ts Is of opinion that the grofs value of the W. Inq) 

and African trade, together, exceeds 7 millid: 
fterling per ann. , 

Is of opinion, that if an abolition of the flay 

trade was to take place for a few years only,’ 

could not be recovered. q 

Po 19ae ae abolition of the trade would throw flaves|’ 
the W. Indies into a ftate of difcontent and defpd 

dency. Every frefh importation is highly accey 

able to them. Abolition will produce diford! 
amongft the white inhabitants, and alienate th)! 
affections. 7 
Thinks his produce was 240 hogfheads of fug) 

per ann. on an average. 

Many negroes have purchafed their freedom. || 

P. 193. Had a greater proportion of females than we 
upon eftates in general, believes they may amot! 

to more than two-fifths, having, when he left iq 

: 

4 


W. I. fent all his female houfe-flaves to his eftat(’ 
Field-flaves are as happy as houfe-flaves, i 

Had a great proportion of deaths among t 

children within the 9th day, notwithftanding t! 
fituation was healthy, and the flaves well attend 

to. " 

P, 194, Slaves are much better ufed now than formerly’ 
are increafed in value from £25 to £33 fterh 

per head: before the war, to £30 or £40 fterlir 

Many cargoes in Jamaica, have averaged lat’ 

from £42 to £ 50’ fterling. | 

P. 195, Fifty acres of the belt, out of 400 which | 
eftate contained, was allotted for provifion ground) 
Proprietors of plantations in the French iflar 

are much more commonly refident on their efta) 

than thofe on the Enelifh rflands. f 

French field-negroes not fo comfortable as ou: 
punifhment more fevere; confumption of fla’ 
greater. ; 
q| 
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4Che number of whites in the French iflands, is 1700. 
‘ich greater than in the Britifh; number of white Part II. 
yvants pretty nearly the fame. [mr ger 
Che Danifh government have given every poffi- P 
i encouragement to the introducing the Chriftian 
weion among their flaves; and if the government 
\iGreat Britain was to pay more attention to 
Hintruction of flaves, their morals might be very 
fych improved, and it might in the end prove a 
wter fecurity to the welfare of the W. India 
yids than people in general are aware of. The 
yith iflands, though perfectly cultivated, 

yer a neceflity of purchafing annual fupplies. 

‘Tas always confidered the Regulating Act to be P, 
ydvantage to the trade. 

jLands, in the Ceded Iflands, were fold confi- P, 
« bly beyond their value, and fettled at a ereat 
hyence. , 

jlough cannot be ufed. P, 
yands cannot be cultivated by Europeans. 
ijiflands more ftraitened, as to provifion-grounds ; 
:iency made up by importation. 

where are confiderable mortgages on eftates. _—*. 
yjccounts of pawns carried off from Cameroons, P 
;aptain Bilby, other Englith veffels ftop’d there- 
15 pawns claimed inthe W. Indies, fent back 
ijfrica, but refufed. Vide Particulars. 

ne credit of the iflands is materially injured by 
(pprehenfions of abolition, in which cafe the 
jity will come to nothing. 


° 198. 


® 


j Tohibition to fupply foreigners with flaves, would much 
y) the trade and manufacture ot Great Britain, 
| a driver, worth £ 200, 
the flaves found there on its ceffion to us, Were 

» and continue in the praétice of the Roman Ca- 
religion. And it has an exceeding good effect on their 
1). In the old Englith iflands, and in St. Vincent and 
Hiique, negroes fhamefully neglected as to religion. 


nks it will require ten years to get any confiderable return 
1 new fettled ettate, 


Never 
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1790. Never was on the coatt of Africa, and therefo|! 
Part I. cannot fay, whether the negroes imported fro} 
t- ~~ Africa are taken from a more happy ftate to | 
placed in a worfe; but believes, from informatio}. 
that they are more comfortable in the W. Indi} 
than in their own country. | 


Provifions in the iflands are of quick growth} 
\ 


} 
i 


Witnefs examined,—Mr. Joun CasTLEs. 


P. 207. Refided in Grenada from 1766 to 1788 (exe 

one year) as a {urgeon till the laft 2 years. | 

Paurchafed fome uncultivated land, and furnifh: 

it with negroes from Africa. 

Population, he thinks, will diminifh every ye! 

without recruits from Africa: becaufe negro v! 

P. 208.men are not fo prolific as women of this count! 

7 owing to early, exceflive, and promifcuous conc’ 

nage. Children are fubject to the tetanus, or lock 

jaw, arifing from an irritability of ‘conftitution 4 

duced by the warm climate ; the wound on the’ 

ceration of the navel-ftring, retention of the me’ 

nium, bad milk, and fudden expofure to cold. | 

remedy for jaw fall. Fatal epidemical diftemp: 

+ of the children die within the month. Few * 
ported women breed. 

Gave all attention to raifing children on his eft 

It was his intereft. Negroes injure their health 

P. 211.night vifits and dances more than by labour. ' 

treatment of negroes not the caufe of the wan 

{fpecies by breeding. i 

P. 212. Would not have bought the eftate had he un¢ 

ftood the means, of fupplying African negroes wel’ 

be cut off. Has kept up his number, but not 

ftreneth. = | 

If the Planters cannot recruit his numbers he 

be xuined. 

Condition of negroes much more comfortable! 


that of the labouring poor in England. i 
Brov 


P. 210. 
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Brought two negro flaves to England, who, after 1790. 

jaying about 3 months, begged to return. Said they Part II, 
jid not like this country; it was dull. They pined “~—~ 

Fret their dances and other cuftoms. He fent them P- 213: 
oth home, where they remain contented. - 2146 
They were exceedingly ftruck with the number 

f beggars in the ftreets, and ufed to fay, “* Buccra 

ot good”. 

On their return, one of them (the man) had the P. 21s. 
ption of what trade he would be put to. The 

oman was hired to hawk merchandife about the 

ountry. 

_ Two males are imported to one female. Loft by 

eaths about 6 per cent. per ann. | 

Planters always go upon the fyftem of breeding P. 216. 
aves ; it is their intereft. 

Adults alfo are fubject to tetanus. Ly oree 
Has heard they are not fond of felling, in Africa, 

ypofe women beft adapted for breeding. 

_ Fancies negroes in Africa do very little work, muft P. 2138. 
2 habituated to labour by degrees; in 2 or 3 years 

e faid to be ‘ feafoned.” Not many die within 3 


— 
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years, though more afterwards. Relations always 

Id together. The lofs of field flaves would be P. 220. 
ipplied in a very trifling degree by fending houfe 

ives into the field. 


= 
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Witnefs examined,—Joun Grec, Esa, 


Was in the W. Indies for about 20 years, fromthe P. 221. 
far 1764. Was in the Ceded Iflands 2 or 3 times 
fich year, twicein Jamaica, at Antigua, Hifpaniola, 
Martinique, and St. Lucia, but refided moftly in 
Jomifiique. Secretary to the King’s Commiffion, 
fid Auctioneer in difpofing of the lands in the Ceded 
lands. Sold 174000 acres for £.620000, under 
covenant for the purchafer to cut down, clear and ~ 
ntivate one acre out of 20, every year, till halt 
| iy the 
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1790. the uncleared land fhall be cleared ; under penalty g, 

Part Il. paying 5 per ann. for every acre neglected. Vid), 

seme’ Grants. | | 

P. 222. The ereateft part of St. Vincent and Dominiqul| 

remains in wood., More than 4 of each have bee} 

difpofed of. } 

P, 222. The lands, in numerous inftances, were fold fy 

above their apprehended value. Ty 

P. 224. Immenfe fums have been laid out in buildings an, 

other works, in fome inftances more than the pur 

chafe money. Number of negroes in Dominiq 

and St. Vincent, a year ago, was about 27004) 

Judges the prefent number inadequate for the land. 

already cleared, without large annual fupplies. So f 
plantations are falling back to a defert ftate, fromt 


| 


ff 
i 


high price of negroes caufed by the rumour of abolifl) 
ing the trade. 120000 additional negroes woul) 
hardly be fufficient to clear and cultivate the uy 
cleared lands. d 

Had it been’apprehended that the flave trade woul 


be abolifhed no perfon would have purchafed the; 

lands. ' 

P. 225. There will be a great deficiency of labour, froi 
the prefent full grown negroes growing paft the; 

work. Has obferved negroes in all the Iflands mug) 
happier in general than the lower people in Englan\, 
Recolleéts no beggars, or deferted flaves. 1 

P. 226. Number could not be kept up by breeding: Th, 
not the effect of fevere treatment. i 

Effe@ of abolition would be general ruin of tl, 

whites, and deftruction of the blacks. ' 

Befides common caufes of mortality, negro-woms 

plunge in rivers immediately on delivery, and und, 

other improper fituations, put on wet cloaths, whit 

bring on complaints unfavourable to propagation. | 

All poffible means have been attempted to cou) 

teract the feveral caufes of mortality. ( 

P, 227. The negroes apply hot linen to the navel ftrin | 
which produces irritation and brings on the fall: 

the jaw. ie 

Sor | 
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Some eftates in Dominique were begun to be 1790. 
Jorked with capitals unequal to the enterprife; be- Part IT, 
jes which, ufurious loans, an impofition of 42 per ~—— 
snt. on the produce, and a duty of 30s. on every +: 228, 
aported negro, ferved to complete the ruin of the 
}iventurers. 

| French houfe negroes better, field much worfeP. 229. 
eated than our own. 

The price of negroes in 1765, was £.26 tos. perP, 220, 
sad. At prefent they are £.50. Before the report 

‘an abolition prime negroes fold at £. 35 to £. 38. 

The relief held out by Parliament in cafes of fa- P, 242, 
ine, by permitting the Governor of any Ifland to et 
1port provifions from the foreign Iflands, is futile ; 

-caufe no ftores of provifions are, or can be, kept 

ere. Hurricanes have done great damage. 

It is the maxim, and the intereft of Planters to 

ife Creoles. 


SE SSS 


‘itnefs examined,—JoHNANTHONY Rucker, Esa, 


Is a confiderable proprietor of lands in Grenada, p, ,.- 
iriacau and St. Vincent. ee 
Would not have adventured his property if he 
d underftood that Great Britain would prohibit 
= importation of negroes ; wifhes he had not. Has 
it large fums, which he would not have. done, 
d he apprehended abolition of flave-trade. Has not 
ficient numbers to keep up the prefent cultivation. 
nnot pofitively fay, whether the ftock may, in fu- 
-e, be kept up by breeding, having never been in 
> W. Indies, but is informed by his agents they 


ve recourfe to foreigners to fupply us with fugar, 
ich will caufe a balance of trade againft Great 
fitain of 1900000 to 1200000. ‘The lofs of fhip- 
Ig would alfo be great. 

| , epg The 


> 


84 W. Inpres.—N. AMERICA. ~ “Ruexen 


1790. ‘The credit of W. India property was very bad beforg’ 
Part II. the agitation of this queftion, and it is now growy 
uU~—/ much worfe. The fecurity of the large debt from thy 
P. 237-W. Indies to G. Britain would be materially injured) 

The purchafes he made in the W. Indies were pary’ 
ticularly fortunate and advantageous. | : 
The experience of 25 years has taught him thf 
{tock of negroes cannot be kept up by breeding. |} 


Scene ee ESI RIES 
Witnefs examined,—JoHn Hankey, Efq. 


Is a very large proprietor of lands in the Cede¢ 
Tflands, fince 1764, has alfo very large fums out 
ftanding. Would neither have purchafed lands noj 
lent money, had he conceived the importation of nel 
groes would have been prohibited. | 

His eftate can by no means be cultivated without ne: 

P. 239, groes, nor has he, at prefent, a fufhicient ftock, nor ca 
he keep up a {tock without fupplies from Africa. 

Believes the defect of population not owing to 1 
treatment or exceffive labour. 

Effect of abolition will be the gradual decay and| 
at laft, ruin of the Iflands. : 


a 


The agitation of this queftion has injured the cre 
dit on W. India property, and if the fupply of ne 
eroes be ftopped, the fecurity of the large debt ¢ 
the planters to G. Britain will be very materiall 
imjured. | 

P. 240. . Never was in the W. Indies—W. India credit we 
very good before the war, and fince would have 1¢ 
vived but for the queftion of abolition. | 

Amount of the advances of this houfe on W, Ind: 


property, was about £ 250000, at 5 per cent. 
LE SAME TN Ana 

| | 

Witnefs examined,—-Wi1Lui1am Top, Efq. 


Is a merchant of London, and proprietor of lanc 
in Grenada and the Grenadines, fince 1774 or 177,| 


—~ 


P. 241. 
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|_Isalfo a creditor on the fecurity of W. India eftates. 1790. 
| Effates cannot, in his opinion, be cultivated but Part IL. 
y negroes. ia 
~ Would not have purchafed, or lent, if he had un- 
serftood that the importation of negroes would be 
prohibited. 

| Efftates have not a fufficient ftock, nor could that 

he kept up without fupplies from Africa. 

| Defect of population not owing to ill treatment, 

hor exceffive labour. 

| Effeé of ftopping the importation from Africa, in 

‘his opinion, would be fatal. 

Has refufed to lend money on W. India fecurity, 

Jill he faw the event of the queftion of abolition of 
lavetrade. MX 

| The fecurity of the debt from the W. India planters 

\will not be fo good as it was if the trade be ftopped. 

|) Never was in the W. Indies. 


neji epenency nner 


Witnefs examined,—Mr. Rospert THomas. 


 Refided about 9 years in St. Kitts and Nevis as ap, » 46. 

furgeon, and attended between 4000 and 5000 ne- 

groes annually. : 

A fargeon’s attendance expected once or twice a P, 

week, or daily, if neceflary. On moft eftates 6s. per 

Whead annually allowed, befides extra charges for 

\capital operations, &c. and night vifits. 

Had every opportunity of obferving how negroes 

} were treated, worked, fed, lodged and cloathed. They 

are divided into three claffes or gangs, the 1ft or 

} great gang able-bodied negroes (exclufive of tradef- 

men and watchmen) who do the moft laborious part 

-of the work. The 2d, or weeding gang, from the 

age of 12 to 18 or 20, fuch as are weakly or ailing, 

and employed in light work. The 3d gang, from 

the age of 6 to 12, employed in picking grafs for 
the manager’s or proprietors ftock. 

| 4 
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90. | Negroes in Nevis appear in the field about 6 o’el/’ 
Patt If. work till about 9, when they breakfaft; at 2 befor 
—<~—J_ 10 refume their work, which is continued to 12, they] . 
P. 248. are then difcharged till 2, in this interval, out of 
crop, the major part of the gang are expected tol 
oe a {mall bundle of grafs, during crop: the. 
cattle fed with fliced cane-tops. At 2 o’clock they| 
enter the field again, and work till 6, and about 7,) 
if out of crop, a few bundles of grafs are again thrown, 
Once a week allowance given out to the head of each} 
family, either at 12 at noon, or about 7 at night. 

Women with children at the breaft have many in- 
dulgencies, as coming an hour later into the field,| 
never throwing grafs, retiring to fuckle their chile 
dren ; pregnant women, on mott of the eftates, when} 

3 or 4 months gone with child, if in the large gang, | 
are U fually removed to the {mall one, and in their 
“th month excufed from all labour, going where| 
and doing as they pleafe.—A negro midwife attends / 
the lying- -in women in natural cafes, but in pretere'|' 
spel a furgeon, who has a handfome fee, about | 

£9 fterling. A nurfe waits on the woman, en de- 
liv ereil, and her infant, till fhe can attend to it herfelf; | 
every comfort afforded which that fituation required, | 
and not éxpected to work till the end of 4 weeks, | 
and not then if the furgeon thought a longer indul . . 
sence neceffary. 

For the cloathing of negroes eftates, having a cree | 
dit in England, ufually fet a fufficient quantity of | 
coarfe baize and ofnabrugs with worlted caps and 
proper hats. Each negro man receives a quantity on 

aize for a blanket, and of of{nabrug for a thort jacket 
ae trowfers, and tae female enough for a fhort 
wrapper and petticoat, with a like quantity of the | 
baize. The younger negroes receive a proportion- 
able quantity. Eftates having nocredit in England, 
buy thefe articles of the ftore- keepers at a high | price. 

For many of the negroes, who are idly difpofed, 
and not truft-worthy, the proprietors or managers have | 
thofe articles made into claaths, and given them. 


For 


B. 249. 
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| For the negro infants many owners either fend 
ut annually a couple of fuits of baby cloaths or, 
‘refident, have them made up for them by negro 
}mpftreffes. otis | 

| The food ufually diftributed among the negroes 
Jonfifted of rice, coarfe flour, rye-meal, dried peas 
jad beans, American corn, and alfo of falt provi- 
jon, viz. herrings, fhad and other falt fith; they 
jad alfo the Ifland provifion, viz. potatoes, yams, 


indian corn, bananas, plantanes and caffada; but 
)pefe three laft articles were the produce of their own 
rovifion ground, their private property. The quan- 
ty of provifion allowed was moflly from 7 to 9 pints 
)week for each negro, of any of the above articles, 
))d the fame number of herrings or fhads, or a pro- 
Jortional quantity of falt fith; the above quantity 
)/as given on many eftates to every child as foon. as 
jjeaned. This food, in his judgment, proper for the 
Jegroes, and though a bare fufficiency for their fup- 
jjort, the weekly allowance is not wholly depended 
‘ia, the induftrious having: many advantages from 
}eir provifion sround, the produce of which fur- 
}thes them with confiderable fums; as well as raifing 
es, goats and various {pecies of poultry. Negroes 
far towns derive advantage from felling grafs and 
Wel to the inhabitants. Hence they have food am ply 
ficient for their fupport, infomuch’ that many 
‘them purchafe fine cloaths, and frequently die 
Polleiled of what may be called large fums of money 
» them. 
§) Seldom any reluctance to give whatever the fur- 
-on thought proper to negroes in ficknefs, fuch as 
}icken or mutton broth, or even wine, which ar- 
jcles the manager regularly made a charge of to 
jie owner, : 
The lofs of negro children occafioned by denti- 
jo, Worms, eating dirt; alfo the putrid fore throat, 
hich ufually carries off numbers; but the principal 
pute is, the neglect of the mothers. Has known 
‘Pw inftances of the tetanus or locked-jaw in chil- 
| dren, 


87 


1790. i 


Part IL. 
Sener, prortnansd 


be 250» Hh Met | 


bas 25ie 


88 


W. Inpizs.—-N. AMERICA. | THOMAS. 


1790. dren, but adults very Hable to it from lacerate 


Part II. 
Recerca! 


Piece. 


f oP. 25e 


wounds or injuries in the tendinous parts. Th], 
There was an annual diminution of negroes on aj 
eftate, whofe owners gave a pecuniary reward an} 
other indulgencies to every mother, who reared he, 
child to the age of 2 years. / 
Pregnant women during the time of their lying-i) 
and afterwards, certainly not under greater difad, 
vantages than the lower clafs of white women 1n th) 
country, being exempted from hard labour dur 
ing pregnancy, and proper care taken of thein alta 
lying-in. See 248. ; 
The caufes of the decreafe of adult negroes 0 
the fugar plantations very numerous. rit. The fife! 
and eafy intercourfe of females with males. 2d. Th) 
frequent abortions which the women defignedly brin, 
onthemfelves. 3d. The chronical difeafes to whic; 
women in warm climates are more fubject. than 
colder ones. 4th. Putrid fevers, fore throats, an) 
fluxes, thelaftoccafioning vaft mortality. 6th. The im 
moderate ufe of fpirits, and many difeafes contraéte 
in their nightly rambles and dances. Laftly, too lon’ 
fuckling, viz. about 2 years, befides many difeaft 
prevalent in cold climates. i 
Except in cafes of atrocious offences, corpor 
chaftifement is now feldom inflicted. | 
Never ctiled upon, in his medical capacity, t 
negroes afier fevere punifhment. | 
Refident in St. Kitts, about 12 months con’ 
mencing in 1776. a 
Refident in Nevis from 1777 to 1785. In 178) 
pafied 8 months in Nevis and St. Kitts, but not ¢ 
a medical man. | 
The preceding evidence relates to the treatmet 
of negroes in St. Kitts, as well as Nevis. “g 
Prefumes a greater proportion of. African negro 
may die in the firft three years after their importatiq 
than afterwards, and that the change of climate pr 
duces very great effects on the conftitution of then’ 
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in ufually very indolent. . 
_A woman of equal health and ftrength with a man, 
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The Creole negro generally induftrious, the Afri- 


2 confiders far more valuable, becaufe her increafe 
snefits the proprietor; fpeaks not of field-negroes. 


Negroes are not allowed thoes, nor do they with 
» Wear them. | 
St. Kitts and Nevis are liable to fevere droughts, 


y which almoft all vegetation is ftopped, and the 
fual produce of the Iflands diminifhed. 


Thinks = at leaft of the infants born, die under a 
velvemonth. 2 

The office of watchman is to keep cattle from in- 
‘uding on cane-pieces, whilft the plants are young, 


id when mature, to guard them from depredations 


“negroes. Watchmen alfo attend ftores, &c. where 
ay valuable effects are depofited. 

| While refident in Nevis from 1777 to. 1785, an 
videmical putrid fore throat prevailed once or twice, 


hich carried off many children, and almoft every 
ear during the rainy months, fluxes were fatal to a 
reat many full grown negroes, elpecially fuch as 
ere weakly. : 

The rains commence about Auguft, and end with 


ovember or the beginning of December. 


Air impregnated with moift particles, tends to give 
certain check to the perfpiration, which being 
irown upon the bowels, is very apt to end ina flux. 
luxes-are apt to prevail after heavy rains, from the 
ater that is commonly drank coming down from 


© mountains impregnated with noxious particles. 
11786 a putrid fever prevailed in both Nevis and 


‘ Kitts, which {wept off many black and whites. 
he flaves in that and the former year were more 
M than 


89 


roes, many dying under the greateft care and at- 1790. 
}ntion, though put to no laborious employment. 

Believes labour of flaves by no means tend to 
.orten their lives, as they always appear chearful P. 254+ 
Juring crop time when they work the hardeft. 
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yoo. than ufually unhealthy, fluxes and fevers of a pul: 
Part II kind prevailing more than common. j 
Thinks the colonial laws reftrain the mafter ff 
P. 257. exercifing any undue authority over his flaves. — | 
owner ill treating them would certainly be defpi. 

and not admitted into the fociety of refpeCtabley, 

The planters in Nevis more ufually refide ont, 

eftates than in moft other Iflands. ’ 

The owner of an eftate, if refident in Engl4, 

names an attorney, who appoints a manager, wh 
conduc is often enquired into by the attorney, | 

when guilty of a breach of truft, or- of any fever 

to the negroes, he is difcharged. ; i 

As to whether it was generally believed in Ny, 


and St. Kitts, that the law of England extendet 
protection to flaves in thofe Iflands? He fays,|; 
fore the framing of the Colonial laws of the diffe, 
Iflands, the mafter had an ablolute authority 
his flave; but as felf-intereft is 2 predominant | 

ion, “and that ‘as it is*contrary to every Gay 

‘nterett to be cruel to his negroes, he prefumes) 

they were ufed as mildly as they now are. 7 

' The allowance given to the flave is jufla | 

ciency for his fupport, the fuperfluity arifing }) 

this and the produce of his provifion ground, W, 

js not very great, 1s converted into money for f) 
private purpofes. The ufual quantity of groun; 

lotted each flave, befides that about his houfe, ; 

P,. 258. be about §.of an acre, and generally fame moun; 
| land. “The 3 acre is always planted with pot: 
or fome other vegetables for the flave’s ufe. Th 

- Jotment of mountain-land is always increafed in | 
portion to the family of the flave, but not the gr! 

round the houfe. Many eftates have no mou! 
ground, the owner then gives a greatcr allowan | 

food. Where there is no mountain-ground, bel: 

the greateft allowance to be 11 pints of any kin 

grain per week, befides an equal number of her : 

the allowance out of crop time being greater 


during the crop feafon the reduction of allow! 
Tea 


i 
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i be from g to 6 or 7 piats ; but at this time the 1790. 
-oes have many advantages, fuch as a fupply of Pare Ii. 
‘fyrup, a liberty of eating canes, and are. in Bet- “> 


-ondition and health than at any other period of 


‘year. | fs 
‘he negro-women lie-in in their own houfes. 

Wever faw much whipping, and on his laft vifit 
‘he W. Indies found it was almoft difufed, con- 


aed, 


Miment being attended with better confequences, 
gla negro would rather be whipped than confined. 
i this difcontinuance of whipping he thinks to the 


reft of both mafter and flave. 
jrom the intereft of the Planter depending on the 
>, the tyrannic acts of oppreffion and tortures faid 


\e infli€ted on the negroes, are furely {uch abfur- 


*s as are felf-apparent. 


1) very certain the cultivation of fugar eftates can- 


ibe carried on by Europeans. 


| perfectly fenfible it is the intereft and with of 
? lanters in general to rear as many. negro-children 
whey can. 


jlas pofitive evidence that the flaves in the W. P. 260. 


la Iflands, have a decided fuperiority, as to every 


I fort of life over the common labourers and poor 
Mole of Ireland and Scotland, by being regularly 


!hlied with every neceflary of life, cloathing, food, 


‘\fortable houfes, proteCtion in health, the beft 


Ice in ficknefs, and, on their deceafe, having a 


er and protector for their children. - 
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1790. 7° c f dn ; ’ 
Part IT. Witnels examined—James Tosin, E{q 


u_— Has lived 10 or 12 years in the W. Indies at dif 
ferent times, chiefly in Nevis. Has often been i) 
St. Kitt’s, and occafionally in moft other Englith an} 
fome French iflands. “Knows the manner of cult), 

P. 261. vating W. Indian eftates, and has an eftate in Neyiy 
Thinks. it impoffible to cultivate W. India lands 4) 
any other than negro labour. Sees no reafon wht 
free negroes fhould not do as much work as flave} 
but never knew a free negro do field labour, In 9 
Vincent are many free negroes, (improperly calla 
Caribs) and there negro labour is very dear; bi 
were they difpofed to work, the planters would giv 
them very great prices; they live, however, lik) 
favages. Jn Jamaica there is a good number of fic 
negroes; but he does not find that any of them wor, 
in the field for hire. i 

Does not conceive it poffible to cultivate fug) 
plantations by whites, , | 
Does not think that the number of negroes fufi 
cient to cultivate fugar eftates can be kept up by pri 
pagation, for thefe reafons—miore males importe 
than females, from the Africans being all Polygamitt 

P. 262, and of courfe unwilling to part with their females: 

- the early and promifcuous intercourfe of the fexes- 
the venereals—young females procuring abortion 
to preferve their perfons—the obftructions, &c., t) 
female negroes are fubje&t to from their irregulal 
ties—the negro women fuckling too long—the pr 
mature debility of the men by fpirits—the little ca 
too many of the negro women are apt to take of the 
children—-the many diforders to which negro ch’ 
dren are peculiarly fubject, as fluxes, worms, al 
the fevers incident thereto, the lock’d jaw, and eatit 
dirt. On his eftate has had 2 males to 3 females, ’ 
whom remarkable care has been taken—a free W 
man conftantly attends the fick and breeding w 
men; yet, for thefe 4 or 5 years, he has but J! 
ben able to keep up his number. 
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| Plas never found the lock’d jaw fo frequent IN 14790. - 
Nevis as in Se. Kitt’s, and feveral other iflands. Part. LI. 
Negroes, infant and adult, are fubje&t to fluxes, “~~ 
Jbutrid fevers, and fore throats, befides the fnall- 
ox, meafles, &c.; and has no reafon to think the 

Joffes from thefe difeafes would be counterbalanced 
py breeding. 

Negroes are ufually fed with flour, Indian corn, P, 262. 
ye meal, bifcuit, Guinea corn, and other grain; and 
yams, potatoes, &c., when to be had: they have be- 
Hides, falt herrings, falt fifh, &c. The provifions al- 
lowed may be fufficient; but it is always underftood 

that they are to add to their allowance by their own 
Anduftry, which they can do, having always land to 
plant, and leave to raife goats, hogs, and poultry, to 

Well for themfelves ; alfo grafs and wood, which they 
Mell in the towns. During his refidence in. the W. 
Mndies, perhaps 2-3ds of the frefh provifions he ufed 
were bought of his flaves, or thofe’ of others. 
The negroes have Ofnabrugs, or. coarfe linen, fora 
jjacket and breeches for the men, and a jacket and 
petticoat for the women ; with fome woollen cloth, 

Jand generally hats and caps, at leaft once a year. 

The children of all ages are allowed cloathing. 
- Negroes’ houfes are built by themfelves, with the 
imatters’ help, with, at leafl, two rooms, one-to fleep 
Jin, the other for common ufe; many ef their houtes 

Whave 3 or 4 rooms, with cook rooms detached. .. 
| The houfes are generally thatched. and: swattled, — 
Jand many plaiftered ; but many head negroes, pat-p 4 ¢ 
Hticularly in St. Kitt’s, -have: boarded sand. fhingled = © a 
Hhoufes. They fleep on-raifed benches fpread with 

4 matts and blankets. PYG akny stag hits 
, On all eftates there are regular-fick nurfes, and ge- 
| nerally a furgeon employed by. the year... Sick flaves 

| have fago, portable foup, wine,, frefh ‘meat, }. &c. 
/ Poultry and mutton are often killed. to make them 

) broth... He'knew a convalefcent flave liave 16 lambs, 

each worth 2 dollars, killed for.his ufe.ss > 

A negro woman,.4 or 5: months gone with child, 

| | | works 


| 


fo ; 
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1790. works not in any of the gangs, but picks grafs, at- 
Part I], tends the children in the field, or does fome light 
wey Work, more to Keep her in exercife than for profit. 
In lying-i in fhe has the fame attention as the fick, 
A midwife is generally on the eftate; but in cafes 
of neceffity an eftablifhed practitioner is called at a 
very heavy expence ; as midwifery, night vifits, or 
capital operations, are paid for extra. They shave 
always 4 weeks to lye in, and more, if neceflary; and | 
after coming out, are allowed to come an hour or two | 
later into the field whilit nurfing. Never recollects 
feeing a negro woman far gone with child put to any 
hard labour. 

Lame, incurably difeafed, and aged negroes, have | 
_ the fame food, clothing, and accommodation, as if 

perfectly ferviceable. He is warranted to fay, that 
a punifhments of flaves are mild, compared to 
thofe of Britifh foldiers and feamen. 

From obfervation he has no doubt but the. fituation 
of the W.-India flaves (punifhments apart) is pre- 
ferable to that of the labouring poor in Europe, “the 
climate giving an obvious advantage to the flave; 
for in a cold climate two of the greateft luxuries are | 
warm lodging and warm clothing, both which the — 
labouring poor can fcarcely procure ; but in the W. 
Indies cool lodging and cool clothing are two of the 
greateft indulgencies, both which the aegis can ¢€a- 
fily obtain. 

The labour expected from the negroes varies with 
their ftreneth, and, in fome’ mealure, with the fea-. | 
fons. They are generally divided into 3 gangs; the ° 
great gang confifts of the ableft men and women; | 
the {mall gang, of the younger and lefs able; and 
the grafs gang, of children under an old woman, to 
keep them out of mifchief, and ufe them to employ- 
ment. The great gang hole the ground; in weed- 
ing and in crop the two gangs are generally united. 

"The negroes are generally called into the field by 
a bell about 6 o’clock ; about 8 they have z hour for 

P. 266. breakfaft, generall y in the field; tn Sabie 3 of an 
hour 
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hour they refume their work, which they continue 1790. 
till noon; but in very dry feafons (being out of crop Part IT. 
expected to bring grafs at noon) they are generally Vy 
difcharged at about 7 paft 11. At 2 o’clock they 
return in the field, and continue till about 6, when 
‘they are difcharged to bring more grafs; in crop 
| when the ftock is fed on cane-tops, and little or no 
J erafs required. A few attend the mill and boiling 
houfe fome hours after dark; and on fome eftates 
being divided into proper fpells, they attend them 
 moft of the night, fo that on the whole the crop 
“may be called the feafon of hardeft labour; and yet 
the flaves are always then heartieft. On the whole, 
J) he is convinced that the labour of a negro through 
| the year is by no means fofevere as that of an Engin 
labourer. 
Out of crop the negroes can generaliy go to ref 
| by 7 o'clock ; but this partly depends on themleives, 
as they are fometimes backward in bringing their 
| grafs, and generally come to get their allowance at 
that hour. As it ts dark between 6 and 7, it could 
-anfwer no purpofe to keep them out of crop, from. 
| their houfes, after that hour. 
The cultivation of a fugar eftate bears a much 
} nearer refemblance to that of a garden, than to that 
of an Englifh farm. Planters who have kept this 
idea in view have generally made the moft of their 
property. W.-India lands require very nice prepara- 
tion.. No produce is fown; every thing, even 
grain, being planted: the plough and other Euro- 
pean implements are therefore excluded : they have, 
he believes, been tried on eftates level enough to 
admit the experiment, but, he is well informed, with- 
} out any good effects. The young cane fprouts arete- p46 
markably tender, and require repeated hoings, to be 
done moft carefully of courfe by hand. Manure in the 
| W-. Indies is not fpread as in England, but 1s car- 
ried and carefully placed round each plant fepa- 
rately ; fo that wheelbarrows or carts could not be 
ufed after the canes are come up; but the manure 1s 
gene- 
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eenerally ‘carted, and made into heaps at proper dij 
tances on the land before holing, to faye as much qd. 


ti —/ the work as poffible to the negroes, In Nevis anq 


Pr 208. 


Montferrat it would be impoffible, from the rockd 
(except a very few {pots) even to try the plough, 
The fevere droughts, to which the {mall iflands ar. 
fubject, would alfo be an invincible impediment th 
the plough, as lands, if they could be ploughed) 
would require a long time to mellow. The planter, 
are fo fenfible of the value of negro Jabour, that the}. 
have left very few experiments untried ‘that wer} 
likely to leflen it—it being a maxim among all p 
dent planters never to employ a negro in doing fc 
work as can be done otherwife. 

In St. Kitt’s flaking cattle, to provide manure anj 
fave negro labour, prevails more than in any iflang 
he knows. In Nevis they ufe moving pens, fome 
what like fheep folds; by which dung is made wher! 
it 1s ufed. | 

There are very few places where fmall light dun 
carts, drawn by mules, cannot be ufed; but ii 
places too fteep for’ fach carts, the manure is can 
ried out in horfe-hair bags, on mules, to fave neg 
labour: 

Moft planters cagainly prefer Creole flaves t 
Africans, and therefore pay all poffible attention t 
breeding. i 

Knows in Nevis, that a pecuniary, reward. is giveii 
to the mother on rearing her-child to be 2 years old: 
and that freedom from al} labour is granted to ever; 
negro woman who 1 is the mother of 6 wo: King chil 
dren. 

From reading,, and from conver fing with men = 
acquainted with Africa, and from ‘occafional conver’ 
fation with Africans themfelves, has every reafon_t 
think that their fituation is better generally in the, W. 
Indies, than it was in their own country; and it j 
very fnoular, that there never was an inftance of | 
negro (even an African) who had obtained his free 
dom, ever returning to Africa, or even exprefling — 

wil. “ 
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fh to do fo. This has been faid to arife from the 1790. 

InneGtions they have made in the W. Indies; and Part. IL. 

fo, it proves that they can form connections there “\~~ 

Jually, if not more, agreeable to them than thofe 

Jey quitted. Itis a general miftake to fuppofe that 

‘groes in the W. Indies are very anxious to procure | 

eir freedom ; if fo, many of them could buy their 

Fedom with the money they fave. Has known 

-edom offered to flaves on the moft moderate terms, 

tid refufed, becaufe they fhould lofe their friends p, 269. 

‘id protectors. Has little doubt but thofe negroes 

uld have bought their freedom at the fum pro- 

fed; is pofitive in one inftance, as he (the flave) 

Js bought his fon’s freedom, and flaves for his fon’s 

Hic, himnfelf (who was a fifherman, 280) full re- 

Jnining a flave. 

‘Itis very common for free negroes to marry (in 

er fenfe of the word) women flaves, though they 

iow that their offspring would be flaves. 

} Has refided in England as a W.-India merchant 

Ice 1784. 

‘Has great reafon to think that the agitation of the 

Heftion for abolithing the flave trade has had effects 

») W.-India credit, very baneful and very extenfive. 

mpe houfe he is concerned in, and, he believes, 

any greater houfes, have been deterred by this 

nfideration alone from making advances. 

Was moftly in the W. Indies from 1758 till 1766. Pp, 240, 
is father poffeffed the family eftate for that time, 

Nd for a great part of it renter of another pretty con- 

jerable property ; in the management of both which 

| was chiefly employed. In 1766 he returned to 

Wegland, remaining there tll 1777, when he went 

ck to the W. Indies, and ftaid till 1784. Did not 

Wrticularly attend to his gang till he Jaft left the 

'-Indies, being before that time employed in get- 

Vg nid of fome of the worft, and in procuring a 

qng, likely to increafe. In1784, had 72 malesand 

Jo females ; in 1785, 72 males and 908 females; in 

786, 73 males and g8 females, having this year 

)Numb. z, N bought 
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-r790. bought one; in 1787, 77 areas females, 
Part I). new negroes being bought—the increafe this ye] 
La” was 3; 18 1788, 77 males and 102 females, havin 

with fuch a che Peau of females barely been ab} 
to keep up t Me number, but cannot ftate the birth 
and deaths in that period. | 
Bs 27t. In St. Kitt’s the land is fo very valuable that tH 
negro houfes ftand PEAY clofe; the negro ground) 
therefore, are generally at ete diftance from the{ 
houfes. In Nevis, where land is not fo valuable, tH 
houfes ftand farther afunder, and there is generally) 
lot of land to each houfe; but in hoth believes it ’ 
ufual (in Nevis it is) to allow them one crop from |}, | 
niece of cane land, befides the land round the) 
ea and the negro provifion ground. The diftay 
land is generally either mountain land, or gutfices, | 

Had about 260 or 270 acres in cultivation, 
which in general he planted yearly about go. 

The whites in his fervice were a manager, 4| 
overfeer all the year, anda diftiller in crop—he hirg, 
a free Mulatto woman to attend the fick and tl 
lying-in woman; and the fame number were en, 
ployed in his ES ates 

Never knew any fenfible planter who did not thin, 
it for his intereft to breed, rather than buy flaves. , 

Thinks the general treatment of flaves to be bett: 

now than it. was 30 or 40 years ago; but knows 
no particular alterations of late. | 

The pigeenan enjoyed by the flaves in thefe tH 
iflands was that of fife laws of England—he does ni 
recollect any colonial laws in Nevis interfering wit 

PL 272.1 efe. In St. Kitt’s be believes there is a law t 
punith the maiming of slaves paffed in 1783. 

Apprebends it to have been the general opinio! 
that the Englith law extended to Gaves in Nevis an 
ot. Kitt’s. | 

Inftances proceedings in Nevis in the cafe q 
fuppoted murder of a negro by 2 white men, carrie 
“on, as he apprehends, under the laws of England 
and another of a white ov erfeer, fuppofed to hav 

1 wanton. 
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*nughter—fentenced toa year’s imprifonment.— Vide 
Jarticulars. | 


jive was fecured by the laws of England from im- 
\oderate punifhment by his mafler; but knows it to 
a general-reccived opinion, that all the laws of 
‘ngland are in force in the W, Indies, where they 
Ye not counteraéted by particular colonial laws. 
Rooms were not generally appropriated for lying- 
women, as many planters, in the old iflands, hold 
Yen hofpitals to be more detrimental than ufeful, by 
‘\creafing epidemicks ; and where the negroes are 
Noftly Creoles, the fick and lying-in women find 
‘emfelves more at eafe in their houfes. 

There is a poll tax in Nevis and St. Kitt’s, which, 
|); believes, commences from the birth. | 
Few of the flaves pretend to much religion—their 
lorals, probably, as good as thofe of the very lower 
der in England. 


‘jifed the price of flaves;.and to it he chiefly attri- 
“lites the late advance. 
Has reafon to think, that the fituation of field ne- 
oes in the French iflands is by no means better 
Jan in the Englith, efpecially as to punifhment— 
Je houfe negroes feem to be treated with more fa- 
Miiarity than in the Englifh iflands, but doubts 
‘nether that materially benefit them. |The Code 
oir appears to be well calculated to fecure good 
ratment to the flaves ; but he believes it is far Fath 
sing rigidly enforced, and fometimes it is impoffible 
{ir the planter to comply with it, particularly refpect- 


fide on their eftates than the Englifh. 

The negroes are not likely to be better ufed by the 

oprietor, than by a prudent manager, becaufe the 

jrmer feels immediately the expence of an ample 
: 13 _ proyifion 


g provifions. Believes the French planters oftener. 
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; antonly murdered a negro of the eflate he lived on, 1790. 
“ho was capitally indicted and uied; but the proofs Part ll. 
“ot appearing fatisfactory, found guilty of iat- 3-9 


‘Can’t fay it was commonly underftood that the P.273. 


The regulating act, he has been informed, has P. 274. 
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provifion and neceffaries, which the latter does no} 
and it is a particular pleafure to the manager, 1 
dounding much to his credit, that the negroes undf 
him look well. . 

Does not recollect any managers difcharged ff! 
fhewing too great indulgence to the negroes in fod. 
and labour. F 

Information, as to their true intereft, 1s equally ap: 
ceffible to to the French as to the Englith planter) 
but from obfervation thinks the former in general nf 
{o well educated as the latter. a) 

The greatelt time the negroes have to cultival! 
their own land is all Sunday—fometimes, and in fef 
fonable weather, when a little extra time is likely |) 
be particularly ufeful to them, they have Saturday 4! 
ternoon; and he believes, on fome ettates, they g} 
nerally have it; befides there are holidays, 2 or 3 [! 
Chriftmas, Good Friday in general, and on mai 
eftates, a day at the f-nifhing crop, the other timesa} 
fuch as they chufe to take from their ret; the 2 hou. 
at noon is feldom employed in preparing a regul} 
meal, their chief meal being fupper ; fo that they oftq) 
work their ground then. , 1 

The allowance from the mafter generally, |! 
thinks, is regular and fettled, but fometimes affedt¢ 
by the fcarcity or plenty of provifions to be bought, 

The.allowance differs in fome meafure on differe!’ 
or to pints of grain or flour-fof each negro per : 


eftates; the average may be ftated at about 6 to | 
including every weaned child ; befides this they hay’ 


6 or 8 herrings per. week, or falt fifth, &c. in propo} 
tion; in addition to which, on many eftates, and ¢ 
all which he directed, they had out of crap, ati 
gular breakfaft ferved them in the field, of a bifeui’ 
molaffes and water, qualified with rum in rainy wei 
ther. Whenever from indolence or inattention 1) 
dreffing the provifions ferved out, any negroes fall of 
they have more victuals ferved out to them drefler 
Negroes thus fed with dreffed victuals, are called t 
pot gang; and it is a reproach for a negro to u i 

i | carele 
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jut on fome eftates they are obliged by their mafters 
Jp cultivate fuch grounds, though this is not common. 
The character of negroes as to indolence or induftry, 
Js various as that of whites, and depends much on 
Jae part of the coaft they come from. 

) Has found it eafy to perfuade fome negroes to 
‘\dopt fuch alterations in managing their own con- 
Jerns as might tend to their advantage, but in gene- 
Jal they are obftinately wedded to their own cuftoms. 


Jiderable property in a {mall ifland, like Nevis; be- 
"ides they are very jealous of letting their owners or 
(managers know it. 

| A fum fufficient to buy a field negroe’s freedom, 
lvould not be deemed a confiderable property, if he 
thofe to fave the money he could earn inftead of 
pending it in fineries for himfelf and his wives, and 
ther fuperfluities. 

| His property depends chiefly on the quantity of 
tock and poultry he may raife. 

| The paftures of the eftate, if extenfive, are gene- 
Jally more than enough to keep the mafter’s ftock in 
wet, but not in dry weather. 

| Severe droughts are common in Nevis and St. Kitt’s, 
\efpecially Nevis. In thofe droughts the mafter’s cat- 
bile are often with difficulty furnithed with fufficient 
Agrafs, yet it is very remarkable, that from fome caufe 
Jor other, the negro flock feldom or ever appears af- 
Vected by fuch droughts. ‘Ihe managers are not in 
leneral allowed to keep ftock, at leaft {uch as go into 
the paftures ; fuich ftock out of crop are fed with 
jgrafs or fhrubs gathered by g rafs gang generally. 
Surgeons, for their attendance in thefe two iflands, 
jhave ufually 6s. per ann. for each negro, young and 
old; but fuch annual fum is the leaft part of their 
| profit, as they charge for every night vifit al. oie 
| or 


ie 


Jarelefs as to be obliged to be fed that way. On molt 1790. 
tates a pot is boiled daily for the children, weak and Part IT. 
yonvalefcent negroes, and thofe under confinement. “—\—~ 
| The negroes may neglect their provifion grounds, | 


Not to be fuppofed that many negroes poffels con- Pp, 978, 
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for every midwifery cafe (in Nevis) 5 times thal. 
fum, and for all capital operations in the fame pro} 


“—-—’ portion ; they alfo charge fepamtely for inoculation} 


Poe 7. 


Africa not very frequent, but veffels are, occafionally | 


Nae tee 


With fome of the moft ufeful medicines (bark efpe}, 
cially) they are generally fupplied by the planters, of 
charged feparately by the furgeons. Currency varied 
from 160 to 1873 per cent. { 

It is not very common for field negroes to hayq’ 
more than one wife. 

Apprehends that taking the coaft of Guinea alto} 
gether, the W.-India iflands may be faid to be in a 
healthier climate; and yet, fram experience, the. 
change of the climates has very bad effects on the | 
negroes, on their firft arrival. i 

Doubts very much whether, if the negroes in the|, 
W. Indies were to be freed, they would be nearly as 
happy as they are now ; but to fuch of them as have] 
induftry and prudence to make a proper ufe of it,| 
freedom 1s preferable; but thofe who abufe it, are} 
lefs happy than a good flave. | ae | 

In the prefent {late of the iflands, and few as free ne-| 
groes are, they can earn more by fundry trades, fith-| 
ing, &c. with the fame time and induftry, than by], 
hiring themfelves to do field work on eftates at the } 
ufual price; but were a general emancipation to take} 
place, or the number of free negroes greatly increafed, | 
it might probably be otherwife; it cannot therefore! 
be expected, in the prefent ftate of the iflands, that) 
free negroes fhould offer to do field labour. 

The communication between the W. Indies and 


4 
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fent from the ifland to trade for flaves. a | 
Believes few managers keep negroes to let as job- | 
bing gangs, either to their mafters or others. qf 
he cane pieces, provifions, and other ftores, are ge- | 
nerally watched. a | 
For the protection of free negroes from ill ufage, , 
every law is as much open to them as to Whites. 
Suppofes an African cannot lay by a fum to buy | 
his freedom in a fhort time after his importation, and , 
. i | 
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e labouring poor of England, he has alluded to the 
lerably induftrious flaves, which, 1n fact, are the 
ajority. The profligate and incorrigible are gene- 


| lly apt to run away, to fell their clothes, and to neg- 


C 
e towns, and ftrolling along the bays and fea fide, 


Vif naked, and apparently half flarved; and from 
‘ich wretches he thinks the ftate of the flaves in the 
Jands has been defcribed and publifhed in England, 
') people who have tranfiently vifited them, without 
Jnowing the’management of eftates, and the treat- 
Jent of the flaves. 


Three perfons have been tried, convicted, and 


hnifhed, for ill treating their own flaves, under the 
\mmon law of England, in St. Kitt’s; and of fuch 
Tnvictions authentic tranfcripts have been fent home 


-the information of the H. of Commons. Such docu- 
ents evince how much the police of Nevis and Sc. 


Jtt’s has been mifreprefented by affertions that, in 
ofe iflands, there was no law to interpofe between 
2 tyranny of the planters and their defencelefs Pp, 284. 
vives. 

WThe flaves, neither before nor after the furrender 


Nevis to the French, fhewed any difpofition to 


wolt, but quite the contrary. 


In.St. Kitt’s, when attacked by the French in 1782, 
2 flaves eagerly defired arms to defend their mai- 
’s property; and, on fome eftates, where the whites 
re infulted by the French foldiers, the negroes took 
> moft ample and favage revenge. | 
The inftances of conviction and punifhment of 
fons for ill treatment of flaves in Nevis referred 
ly to the two murders before fpecified. 

The inftances of conviction and punifhment of 
fters for ill treating their own flaves, mentioned to 


‘act for punifhing offenders for particular kinds 
ill treatment; but the indictments under which 
| , they 


ten loitering about, 


1O3 


1 his comparifon of the ftate of flaves in the W.In- 1790. 
es, and negroes in Africa, and alto of the former and Pare I. 
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ve occurred in St. Kitt’s, were, fince the paffing of P, 28¢. 
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r7go. they were convicted and punifhed, were under thy, 
Part Il, common law of England, Knows of no fimilal, 
wY— convictions and punilhments in St. Kitt’s previous th 
this period. Does not recollect having heard th} 
particulars of the feveral cafes of conviction and pu}! 
nifhment in St. Kitt’s, except the cafe of Strode fo 
flitting a negro’s ear. ! 

_ By cuftom the matter fuppofes he has the right a, 
exacting labour from the flave by compulfion, th): 
matter being the judge of the labour exacted ; buy 
knowsnolawthatgiveshimfuchright. And the ftatut}, 

law of England fuppofes that right to exift in thhy 
mafter, as clearly as any co.onial l.ws, as many acy, 

of parliament relating to the colonies, would bj 
abfard, without fuppofing fuch. @pht actually to exif} 
Thinks the mode adopted i profecuting Strodji 

and Burke on the common Jaw of England, and no 

on the new-ifland flatute, demonflrates, that, in th) 
opinion of the profecutors for the crown, the ftatut}; 
created no new indictable offence ; but that an act gq; 
wanton cruelty by a mafter on his flave was a mild, 
meanor indictable at common law in that ifland, 
before the ftatute pafled. | 


“Witnefs examined —Avexanper Douctas, Efq), 


Refident in St. Kitt’s from 1749 to 1771, except) 
few months; leafed part of an eftate, managed tw) 
eftates befides his own, and was-attorney to fever) 

298, eftates of abfentees. Had under his care about a 6t} 
or 7th part of all the negroes in the ifland. Coul, 
not keep up the negroes without importation. ' 

On the eftate he leafed are 100 males and 115 ie 
males, but in general, believes the males exceed th 
females. The ftcck has not been kept up by breed 

} ing 
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x, even on the eftate he leafed. To increafe the 1790. 


sroes by breeding, was a particular object of his Part II, 
enti ar aa 


Thinks it impoflible for whites to undergo field- 
‘irk inthe W. Indies, and free negroes are too idle 
a it for hire; never knew an inftance of it. 

ves not think it probable that the proprietors could 
2p up the neceflary ftock of negroes by breeding, 
Wing himfelf tried itand failed. Does not fuppofe 
jjowine to over-working, neglect, or ill treat- 
qynt. . 

Women fix months gone with child, do as they 
afe, and their indolence has. been deemed one 
hfe of the children dying of the locked jaw, with- 
ithe ninth day. They are attended by a midwife 
Wi fick nurfe, and have every thing neceflary in 
Wir condition, alfo the affiftance of a plantation 
igeon, if required. Should the mother be too in- 
Hent (which fometimes happen) to provide baby 
Haths, moft people, he believes, fend for them to 
eland. Added to the produce of their own 
jpunds, thegeneral allowance to negroes in St. Kitt’s, 

3 from 6 to 8 pints of flour, beans, and Indian corn, 
€ja batket of yams. With 12 to 15 acres of cane land 
finted in yams, he has been able to feed the negroes, 
fetimes for 9 months together; but the produce 
ends on the weather. Each flave has alfo 6 or 8 
tings a week, or falt fifh in proportion; and at 
Wiftmas falted beef; but their allowance is more or 
3, as the mafters fee requifite. Good negroes live 
slenty ; the vagrants often want, and it 1s impofhible 
prevent it. Good negroes have very large quan- 
es of grafs, wood, poultry, pigs, roots, &c. to fell. 
n crop, negroes that grind ali night, divide their 
gs into 3 or 4 fpells, but of late, on moft eftates 
nding in the night is left off. Outof crop, they 
generally difcharged about 6 or 7 at night, and 
yled out in the morning at daylight, about 6. 
Thinks the negroes in St. Kitt’s have from 9 to 
WNumb. 2. O it 
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1790. 11 hour’s refpite in the 24, and they are univerfalll 
Part I], healthier in crop than at any other feafon. | 
The texture of the land at St. Kitt’s is loofer an 
eafier holed than the other iflands. A creole is pi 
into the holing gang, according to his growth q 
ftreneth, at 16, 17, or 18 years of age. 7 | 
As to mafters, in their behaviour to flaves, bein 
actuated by a conftant jealoufy, not to be fatisfied 
any exertion, or foftened by any attachment of thy’ 
flaves, the idea is perfectly new to him; never knej 
mafters treat their flaves in St. Kitt’s with fpiteful ff 
verity; thinks all mafters treat their flaves will 
compaftion, as their moft valuable poffeffion, ar 
recolleéts no inftance of feverity. By accounts ty’ 
ceived, thinks the treatment of negroes in St. Kitt 
better, if any thing, than while he was there. Evel 
proprietor, of common fenfe, wifhes to breed } 
many negroes as he can. 
291. <A Creole negro of equal age and ftrength, woul(, 
he thinks, from the knowledge of his good qualit} 
be worth 2 at leaft, perhaps 3, of new negro¢ 
whofe qualities the proprietor muft be ignorant of. | 
Managers, in the proprietors’ abfence, have 
reluétance, nor fhew any inattention, to rearing al) 
breeding negro children. ; 
The planters generally prefer a fingle to a marri¢ 
manager, unlefs the wife happens to be remarkab/ 
careful of the negroes. S|) 
Does not conceive any want of attention to bree 
ing is confequent on the abfence of the proprietors) 
Of the 6 eftates mentioned in the paper the Re: 
Mr. Ramfay delivered in to the Privy Council, ! 
believes about four of the proprietors never were ” 
the W. Indies in his time; of courfe, their affai 
were left to managers andattornies. Mr. Molynet 
was there for about a year, he believes ; Mr. Croo 
after living long in England, fpent a few of the la 
years of his life in St. Kitt’s, where he died. | 
4,781 was the amount of the Treafurer’s accou’ 
of negroes in St. Kitt’s in 1768. | 
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‘| 20,435 was the number of negroes in St. Kitt’s in 1790. 

788, as fent by the ifland, and given in to the Part II. 
civy Council. Jeane 
Thinks the negroes have certainly more comforts P. 292. 
jan the labouring poor of Europe: they do not 
lork fo hard, and have a matter to take care of them 
id their children when fick. 

Thinks the effect of the abolition of the flave trade 
ithe negroes now in the colonies, would be fedi- 
son, from a fear that their labour would be greater 
the gang decreafed, and there being no hopes of 
iftance from Africa, as heretofore. 

Thinks no act could prevent the importation of 
‘)groes into the Englifh iflands; every man would 
jturally affift his neighbour in the common caufe. 

|) Thinks, from 6 to 8 pints of flour, beans, &c. - 
jr week was given to each negro, and herrings from 
to 8. : 

| Recollects no criminal proceedings againft whites 
t offences againft flaves, while he was in the W. 
Jdies, but one or two being threatened with profe- 
tions, left the ifland. 

His whole gang was 215; his eftate about 2540 
Hires. 

WThey ioft a great many infants, and there were a Pp, 
jjeat many very old people on the eftate when he 
me into poffeffion ; the eftate is healthy. 

‘Very young children, he thinks, have half al- 
Wwance; recollects having a complaint from fome 
others, that they had not time to drefs their chil- 
jen’s food, but having always looked on the breed- 
> women as the moft valuable of the gang, from 
weir fobriety, and always keeping at home, he de- 
mined to have victuals drefled for their children 
Wily. They came for this food punctually, aweck 
two, orlonger; but at laft they dropped off one 
one, and he left off the practice. | 
Whilft he was in St. Kitt’s, Mr. Thomas loft, ina 
ar, by a flux, 34 of his beft negroes, out of 170 
O2 | to 
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1790. f0 200 $ and Mr. Thomas, he believes, was remark 
Part II. ably careful of his negroes. Does not believe thd 
——— loffes of negroes by epidemics are uncommon in S$} 

Kitt’s, and knows no means by which thefe lofi 
could be fupplied but from Africa. 


Witnefs examined—Tuos. Norzury Kurzy, Ef 


P; 209.70 native of Antigua—left it in 1762 —-retuthe 
February 1780—ftaid till July 1788; was a Ment 
ber of Affembly till early in 1784, then received] 
mandamus from home to a feat at the Council. 

Has 2 fugar plantations; has been attorney fq 
friends at different periods ; cannot exaétly fay ho} 
many years the eftates hed Beant; in his family—but} 
confiderable time——and defcended to him. i 

P. 300. Thinks moft of the eftates in the ifland war 
flaves ; one of his eftates is fufficiently handed, th 
other not: as to thofe he is concerned for, fone all 
fufficiently handed, others not. i 

Thinks there may be as many born as die ; but): 
no means raifed to maturity. On one of his eftatel 
the increafe equals the decreafe ; on the other, do¢ 
not: on one for which he is concerned it is equa 
on the others not; cannot exaétly tell the nwmbel 
raifed, where the increafe equals the decreafe,, bv. 
certainly not all, as many die within nine days ¢ 
the tetanus. ! 
- Believes many die from inattention of the mother! 
as thev are apt to think young children a burden, an 
ereat bar to their pleafures, and to noéturnal oe 
ings and dances. | 

Having been very unfuccefsful in raifing childre 
on one of his effates, he built a lying-in hofpita 
hoping to have the women, lying in, more oH 

diate! 
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\iately under the manager’s eye, and fo greater care 1790. 
ould be paid to the little comforts they wanted.— Part If. 
ut from the flaves’ difpofitions, and their great di{- “~~” 
ke to all confinement, his endeavours had not P. 301. 
Jroved, when he came away, very beneficial ; and 
Je is apt to believe his loffes fince have {till been in 
je fame proportion. . 
} On arriving in the W. Indies, he found that the 
ave-houfes on the eftate, where they decreafe, had 
‘prmerly ftood expofed to the N. wind, and that me- 
ical men had advifed re-building them in a diffe- 
snt fite, which was directly done; yet his lofies 
fli continue, though he is confident no eftate has 
Trcater attention paid to the flaves in every fituation, 
articularly to mothers and children. | 
| The negro women are very partial to their own 
uidwives. A flave in labour, on his own eftate, was 
eported to him as in danger: he directly went to 
er friends, and told them he had fent for a doctor 
o give her every help. The anfwer was, if he 
ame he fhould not attend her, as fhe preferred the 
{tate midwife. She was delivered before the doctor 
Name. Doubts not, loffes are fuftained from want 
f fkill in fome midwives. Whenever a difficult cate 
-ocurs, believes a medical perfon is always employed. 
} It is the practice on his eftates, and thofe for 
Which he has been concerned, to pay the midwife for 
very child born ;—to encourage the mothers, he 
vas alfo made them fome prefent, generally about 
Vhbriftmas. 
Certainly does not afcribe the failure of increafe | 
jind rearing of children, to hard work, harfh ufage, 
}t improper food of the mother, while pregnant or 
ifterwards. As foon asa flave fays fhe is with child, 
and that hard work would hurt her, every attention 
is paid her. 
} Believes it general to relieve from all hard work 
Wh flave 4 months gone with child; fometimes they 
Wo not lie-in for 6 or 7 months after, ‘They are al- 
ways 
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1790. Ways attended by the nurfe of the eftate and fome fe}, 
Part IL. male friends; and care is taken that they have every, 
V—y-—_ neceflary. He allows fuch baby-linen as is wanted, 

Makes the women bring their children to him af, 
the end of the 4th week, then orders them to fuch, 
work as he thinks they can bear. Believes a woman 
never goes to hard work till the end of 6 weeks. 
Children of carelefs mothers are always put undeq 
one of the nurfes, who pay them every attention, 
while the mother is in the field. 

To the children of other mothers every attention 
as to food and lodging is paid, though they are not}, 
taken from them, The work is always proportioned], 

P. 303, to the flave’s ftrength. ‘The eflates in general, andj 
his own, have not a proportionate number of females, 
Cannot at all times get out of a cargo, the breeding}, 
females wanted: the proportion brought from a il 
iS very inadequate, 

Thinks it would be impoffible to keep up the} 
prefent ftock without fupply from Africa ; and is} 
confident it would be impracticable, if they had an}, 
equal number of women, confidering the diforders|, 
to which perfons in the W. Indies are fubject, and|| 
the dreadful ravages often caufed by epidemical ones.) 
In 1779, it was generally thought in the ifland, and} 
from his own loffes verily believes, sth of all the ne-| 
eroes died of a dyfentery. In 1782 many died by an), 
epidemical pleurify ; in 1783, by the meafles ; and} 
in 1786, there were heavy lofies by the fall pox; 
and chin-cough, though every attention was paid to) 
inoculation, i 
_ Generally fpeaking, thinks they may, with pro-| 
priety, be put to the hardeft field-work from 18 to 

P. 304.203 fome are more capable of labour fooner. If he | 
fhould lofe any able flaves, before the Creoles reached : 
this age, if the African trade was abolifhed, a pro- ) 
portion of his land muft be uncultivated, or his; 
young negroes be worked too foon. If ‘the trade 
was not abolifhed, he would certainly look to “| : 

or 
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rfupply. Thinks every negro brought forward 1790. 
work beyond his ftrength, muft be worn out very Part II. 
rly. His loffes in 1779, 82, 3, and 6, have “\—~“ 
it been repaired; though he conftantly bought 

ives, when he could, from Africa or elfewhere, 

) far as he was able; but, from many bad years, 

jw planters were able to repair their loffes. 

} The crops in the ifland in 1779, 80, and 81, were 
Nnerally very bad: he did not make, in 3 years, 

Haat he ought to have made int. 

)Thinks, if the crop had been large in 1780 and 

}, and there had been no fupplies from Africa, it 

}ould have been impoffible for the flaves then on 

Ne fkand to have done the work. If the African 

ade fhould be abolifhed, and the ifland again have 

ich calamitous years as 1779, 82, 3, and 6, great 

}rt of the land now cultivated muft be neglected. 

vit has becn generally found, that eftates which are P, 305; 
| ft handed, make in proportion the largeft crops. 

‘Thinks, were the flave-trade abolifhed, all the 

}ves would be very forry, as they would be certain 

Je work would fall wholly on themfelves: Itis very 

vil known, they exprefs much fatisfaction when 

macy hear of the arrival of flaves, and often afk 

Jeir mafters to buy a few more help-mates. 

In July 1788, he paid 42]. for the fame kind of 

ve, which in 1787 he bought for 361.—Which 

| attributes entirely to the report of the abolition, 

rich had reached the W. Indies; but fhould cer- 

nly prefer a Creole, even at an advanced price. 

Thinks every planter, who ftudies his intereft 

puld prefer the breeding of flaves to buying Afri- 

ns. Believes planters conftantly pay new negroes 

yery attention, and give them neceflary time to 

cover from the fatigue of the voyage. | 

Slaves are lodged in ftone, wattled and dawbed, 

}d wooden houles, built and kept in repair by the 

Jafter, or by allowing the flave time to do it :— 
jothed by him (fpeaks of his own eftates and thofe 
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1790. he directs) with 1 fuit of woollen, and 1 of Ofna} 
Part If, burgs annually.—He always allows from 8 to 14) 
..— mealures of grain per week to each flave—from 2q 

to 36lbs. of yams or eddoes ;—from 4 to 6 herring4, 
according to the age, or from 2 to 3lbs. of falt-fith}, 
They have alfo dry falt. Every eftate gives each), 
flave yams or flour, with falt beef or pork at Chrifty 
mas, beyond the weekly allowance, and 3 holidays} 
Believes it a general rule on every well-regulateq 
eftate to give any flave that applies for additional: 
food, fuch help as he appears to want, without rej) 
{pet to weather. In bad weather, the whole gang) 
have grog,—and when working hard. 
He gives allowance to every one on his eftates}! 
and thofe under his care, according to their ages) 
On every eftate’land is allotted for the flaves, which 
P. 307. they cultivate for their fole benefit. All may rall¢ 
{mall ftock, goats and hogs, which they difpofe o} 


Never knew a cafe where th 


as the flave’s own. ' 

Men of war, and merchant-fhips are conftantly, 
fupplied on Sundays with vegetables, the flaves pro) 
perty ;—-on other days it is ufual to fend vegetables, 
to market by the flaves, on the owner’s account 5 
the {mall ftock, goats, and hogs are chiefly thi 
flave’s property, and with which the fhipping 1 
chiefly fupplied—The people of St. John’s have 
their {mall ftock and vegetables chiefly in the famé 
way as the fhipping.—It is comrnon for mafters tt 
buy flock from their flaves, and pay as much: ai, 
other perfons. 7 |i 

Remembers a flave giving 200l. for his freedom ' 
Alfo knows many who fpend annually from rol, t 
r5l. | } 
One afternoon weekly is allowed to the flaves ov) 
of crop, to work their own grounds,—jometimes ty 
crop, but not conftantly. ee: 

They hold everySunday a market to fell thei 
produce and flock. | 


Ever 
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Every eftate has an hofpital for the fick, who are 1790. 
}ittended by a medical man and proper nurfes,—fup- Part II.- 
Dlied with every requifite, and never fent to work “\— 
Without the dostor’s fanétion. A doétor is conftantly 
smployed at a certain rate for each flave; attends 
wice a week, is liable to be fent for whenever ne- 
yeflary—paid alfo for fractures, midwifery, vene- 
meals, &c. 
} Thinks the flave enjoys full as many comforts 
s the Englifh labourer, in fome refpeéts more; as 
pie is fure of being taken care of in ficknefs, and has 
jot the anxiety of providing perhaps for a wife and 
Young family. 
The ufual punifhment of flaves is, whipping 
jor petty thefts, fuch as breaking open negro-houfes, 
‘ores, and ftealing from other flaves ;—for higher 
Wffences they are tried by 2 juflices, one being of 
he quorum, and 6 white jurors balloted for out of 
2, and punithed according to the offence. A mafter 
enerally inflicts from 10 to 39 lathes for the offences 
€ takes coonizance of. 
} Believes no planter ever thinks of engaging an over- 
rer, without enquiring his character, and if cruel, 
y¢ is never employed. 
}, An overfeer is never allowed to punith except by 
n oceafional lafh at work, and that generally over 
he clothes ;—on ill behaviour he complains to the 
Hpanager. Every mantries to geta manager of infor- 
qation and education, with whom to truft his pro- 
erty, and he is generally affociated with by gentle- 
aen. Has himfelf difcharged an overfeer and a ma- 
ager for cruelty ;—the laft could get no employ- 
dent afterwards, and was obliged to leave the ifland. 
Thinks holing (which lafts about 3 months) and 
unging the hardeft work ; though in crop the flaves 
york many more hours. 3 
} The dung is carted to the land’s fide, and thence 
arried by the flaves in fmall bafkets, on their heads, 
yo the holes. The flaves carry them with the ereatett 
7 Numb, 2. apparent 
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oat. 


one) 


fan ee 


W. InvIEs. 


apparent eafe, as that is the ufual mode of carryin] 
It would be impoffible to diftribute the dung an 


Heat appears congenia 


been in their houfes. 


Thinks it morally impoffible for Europeans to dj 
the neceffary field labour—for he twice made trial|’ 
one with a gardener, the other a. carter—after a very’ 
fhort time, not above a fortnight, they each gave uy’ 
their offices, finding the climate too fevere. 


atv 


Knows the military always complain of the hea 


| to the flaves—never kney’ 
one complain of it—has often feen them bafk in thy 
fan in the heat of the day, when they might hay 
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if kept out any length of time. It is the opinion q! 
all the officers with whom he has converfed, that it | 


too fatiguing for the men to be out, except evening?! 
Recolle¢ts the regt. quartered in Ary 
tigua were obliged to carry their provifions from th) 

e 9 . 4 
king’s ftores to the barracks, and in a few weeks } 
was neceflary to give them a cart, the work bein|' 
too fevere, though it was not ; of a mile on lev. 


and mornings. 


ground. 


Knows the plough has been ufed by fome, by! 


found not to anfwer. 


His flaves coft him s1. per annum each, befide’ 
the yams he raifes, which generally feed them 4) 
and wine, frefh meat, &¢) 


between 4 and 5 months ; 


for the fick. 


Were it poffible by the plough, &c., to leffen 1) 
the leaft the flave’s labour, or the expence, certain!’ 
the planter would moft readily adopt it. i | 

Recolleéts another flave, worth 18ol., partly in’ 


) 


Ml 


oh 


herited, confiderable part got by his induftry—h: 
thinks, becaufe he was a valuable tradefman, ant 


had conftant‘employ. He who gave, as mentioned: 
20o0l. for his freedom, was a mafon. p 

When he fpoke of many flaves fpending from 1!| 
to 1s}. per annum, he alluded to field, as well a 


houle’ 
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| oufe-flaves. Per ate laft_ acquire their property from 1790. 

y>lling their ftock, roots, and fruit. Thefe fell at a Part. IT. 
‘hoderate price, compared with the fame or fimilar ~~ 

-cticles here. 

4, One of his eftates confifts-of 120 acres of cane 

ind, the gang 152; the other of 222 acres, gang 

ae ftate the proportion of infants, &c.; but 

siinks there are about 22 domefticks on the eftate 

here he refides, befides about five more, who wait 

yn the manager and overfeer ; on the other, about 8 

tend on them. 

| Were he to fpeak of the acres in an eftate in An- 

gua, he fhould include every part. 

The proportion of flaves’ provifion-grounds varies P, 314, 

»).almoft every eftate: on one of his, the provifion- 
yound is large; on the other, very {mall. 

The ground-provifion is the produce of a part of 

»)e mafter’s land allotted for raifing provifions for the 

jhole gang. Every negro family, he believes, has 

“|piece of ground for raifing provifions, univerfally 

jrough Antigua. © | 

1 On one of his eftates, where there are the moft flaves, 

') thinks the land for the whole gang not above from 

jto 3 acres; on the other, about 4. Some of it ad- 

ins the negro huts, or within a ftone’s throw ; the 

ft is at fome little diftance. , 

| As far as he faw, each hut hes between 14 to 18 
‘et fquare, which is the quantity on his eftates on 

jich the flaves generally allot to ftock-pens, and 

_)t provifions—fome plant fruit trees. _ : 

The provifion land, divided among the flaves, is 

j.dom the beft, but anfwers for provifions. 

1 Believes a flave fells full as much provifion of his 

yn growth as he ufes; but as they are generally 

jnd of new provifion, they often fell their allowed 

jain, and eat part of the provifions they raife 

jemfelves. In 82, many of his own told him, 

icy often got a dollar a week for the vegetables they 

‘Id inthe hurricane months to the fhipping. | 

| Y2 While 
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1790. While he lived in the W. Indies, he often knew) 
Part Il. the flaves’ provifions, as well as the matters’, mucl}: 
——’ hurt by bad weather and winds—in that cafe they 

have an extra allowance. i 

The flave commonly gets his property by felling, 
his produce, allowed grain and ftock, and, from hij; 
induftry in the time allotted him to reft, has ofter 
known field flaves earn a crown a day as porters} 
particularly Sunday, that being confidered as entirel} 
his Own. j 

P. 315. No field work is ever allowed on Sundays. Ma) 

| chanics, he believes, work almoft every Sunday, ¥ 
they can get work. It is very ufual in crop for flava) 
to thatch, ori Sundays, negro houfes. | 
No matter has a right to exact any work, ever 1} 
trifling, from his flave on a Sunday without pay. |, 
In crop the flaves’ hogs are generally fed with th 
canes they carry away ; the goats with grafs, &c. ; ty 
poultry with grain. He fpeaks of canes, grounl 
and unground, efpecially the laft; though flav¢ 
are not allowed to take a large quantity of canes n¢: 
ground, it is done very conftantly. | 
Confiders the yearly expence of 5]. each flave, e}| 
clufive of ground-provifion, to begin nearly froi| 
the birth, as he regularly gives food and cloathin} 
from that time ; but it was on an average, of old an) 
young. ! 

P. 316, The chief articles in this eftimate are food, clot! 

ing, doctor’s chatges, and panfh and public taxe! 

which begin at birth, continue through life, and a! 
confiderable. i 
Some. free negroes work as tradefmen in town 
but in general they prefer fedentary bufineds. 


Has bought new negroes, in various lots; tl 
largeft, he thinks, not above 16. Bought as mar 
females as poffible, and preferred young perfor 
Thinks the laft 2 lots were all under 15. Matiy we 
only fit for children’s work. hd | 

Jt is not very common to get a lot of flaves,. ' 
youn): 
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jung 5 nor fhould he, had not a friend wifhed for 1790. 

Jults; they therefore accommodated each other. Part If 

|The buyer may reject any flaves out of any lot; “~—~ 

\d the feller never obliges him to take more than he R38 fap 

\fhes; but then the price is often raifed. Believes 

Jar relations, appearing to be fo, are never parted. 

‘confident no near ones were parted by his and his. 

end’s purchafe but in his lot there were 2 filters 

‘d 2 brothers. | 

') Thinks a Creole flave fo much more defirable, as 

‘ing attached to the foil, than an African, that the 

'/pence can never be worth any planter’s attention ; 

ough he believes by the time a Creole comes to 

jaturity, he cofts as much, if not more. 

)) Believes the motives for prefling an act for regu- 

‘ting the trial of criminal flaves by jury, originated 

Yjom all the magiftrates thinking 1t too great an un- 

Yertaking to fit, both as judge and jury, on any per- 

\jn’s life. 

i) Never heard any bad effects refulted from the 

‘}rmer modes of trial. 

| It certainly was generally underftood that flaves 

“ere protected by the common law of England. A 

tive of his had been ill-treated by a young man with- 

jit any provocation: he thought it his duty to apply 

a magiftrate: the man was bound over; but 
ough fome of his friends the matter was made up, 

¥ the particular requeft of the flave, to whom he 
wade fatisfactory recomipence : but for this he fhould 

rrtainly have profecuted him to the utmoft. ‘The 

jive was a cooper, and coming home from St. John’s, 
ie young man very wantonly rode againft him; and 

a the flave’s remontftrating, beat him. 

| The flave applied to him direétly. | 

j From every information he has gained, the regu- 

yting act has certainly tended materially to raife the 

rice of flaves. 

' Speaking within his own knowledge, does not 
iow. any alteration in the treatment of flaves. Nf 
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1790. _ The Moravian and Methodift preachers have ap]. 
Part If. plied themfelves very zealoufly and fuccefsfully in thq, 
7 converfion of negroes in Antigua; and having bull]. 
P. 319. proper meeting houfes, all the flaves are encouraged, 
by their mafters to attend. | 
The general effect on the converts has been a more 
decent behaviour and religious attendance ; and moff, 
are become Chrittians. al 

Before the Moravians and Methodifts came to th 

ifland, the negroes very generally attended all th 
churches, and they confidered themfelves as influ 
enced to purfue the dottrine they heard ; but fron} 
their having had greater attention paid them by thy 
Moravians and Methodifts, he thinks, they are mucl 
more enlightened than they were. : || 
Managers have often flaves, (their own). Som¢, 
wait on them: others are often hired to work with 
the gang of the eftate they manage. | 
The lives of flaves are full as long as thofe of fre 
negroes, but not quite fo long as that of whites tha 
do not work. Has know negroes live to a great agq 
Pes; Doubts not flaves would live much longer, if lefs de}: 
bauched. i 
From the fituation of his ettate clofe to the fea) 
where there are moft flaves, they want landefs thar, 
on the other, by being mott plentifully fupplied with 
freth fith from the fea, and the guts adjoining. 
A young healthy Creole flave is generally putt 
the hard work of an eftate at Antigua, about the ag} 
of 18. | 
The ifland is fubject to frequent long droughts, 
fometimes ficceeded by great rains. Recollects ny 
rain of confequence from Feb. 80, when he arnive( 
P. 321. there, to Oct. and he underftood, before his arrival 
the ifland in general had wanted rain many months, 
he has juft received from thence fimilar accounts: 
Various epidemicks often follow fuch a change fron) 
drovght to moifture. . | 
Underftands epidemicks have lately raged there| 
and many have died. On fome eftates it has bee 
mor 
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sre fatal; on one eftate, of 240 flaves, 12 diedin 1790. 
ry few days; and at differeat times from 20 to 30 Parrll. 
, dangeroully ill. Ve re aa 
7Certainly does not think it poffible, under fuch cir- 
(mftances, for a planter, the moft fuccefsful in rear- 

iz Creoles, to carry on his ufual cultivation without 
Herruption, unlefs he can buy new flaves to fupply 

2 occafional loffes of flaves by thefe epidemicks. 


Witnefs examined.—Doétor SamuveEL ATHILL. 


Was born in Antigua. Firft left it 1764, re-P. 321. 
iyned to it 1779. Was in the afflembly 5 years, 
1 appointed counfellor 1786. 

Practifed phyfic there, and attended from 8 to P. 
(20 negroes. Hlad fo much per head yearly, and 
und-to attend when called on (at times, twice 
ay) befides 1 or 2 vifits weekly. Had extra pay 
laborious deliveries, fractures, &c. 

Poffeffes 2 eftates in Antigua. 

3y far the greater part of eftates there were under- 
nded. Some few perhaps had more flaves than p, 
y wanted. : 

As a medical man and a planter, thinks births 

y equal deaths, but the number raifed does not 
jal the decreafe ; negro children are liable to the 
fall; few had it on his own eftates; on thofe 
ich he attended, he was. never called for it, death 
lowing fo quickly: Thinks the cold and damps | ne ae 
y are expofed to, by their mothers night rambles a bse eather «+ 
on€ great caufe why children are not reared; | 
Nich the owners cannot remedy; they do what they 
. by exempting nurfing women from throwing 
j{s at night, or other work which the reft are oc- 
sfonally forced to: Many other caufes prevent 
’ Idren being reared ; unhealthy fituation of an 
‘ite, its nearnefs to a town or port: On one of his 
> 2 eftates 
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wey are born and raifed, from the excefles of both fe: 
P. 324. at that port. | 
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eftates far from town, his flaves increafed; on}; 
other eftates near Englifh harbour, fewer 4 


Great attention was paid to rearing children on), 
the eftates he attended ; a good flave, when fett, 
and had feveral children, is always careful of thq 


4 


7 


Pregnant women feemed more likely to fuffer fy 
indolence, than hard work: As foon as they }| 
themfelves with child, and often long before, thj 
withdraw from work ; and he has found it difficul}t 
get them to attend the field merely to look on; wii 
he always infifted on, to prevent their carrying he 
burdens to market, or doing other injurious W. 
for themfelves. When brought to bed, on 1 
eftates, the has any nurfing woman fhe chufes, ta! 
tend her the firft g days: She has fugar, oatmeal, |f 
daily, and often candles and other indulgenc/| 
Never works till her month is up, and then fhe q: 
not turn out till the fun is well up, and retires be’ 
it is down: She has the child with her in the {/ 
which fhe attends, as it cries; fo that the wor! 
_a nurfing woman is very trifling indeed. 
Where he has ordered wine, animal food, or 0% 
indulgencies, has no reafon to think they were ‘ 
withheld. 
The dyfentery was epidemic in Antigua 1*| 

9, 1780, and carried off nearly 1 5th of the fla’ 
On his eftate, eaft-part of the ifland he loft | 
being a healthy fituation, on his other eftate he’ 
more. U 
Every medical exertion was ufed to ftop the ' 
erefs of this diftemper. | 
Flas known food fearce from a long drought 
the owner gave lefs food, the work muft have | 
Jefs, and his wants kept pace with the flaves we. 
for his laft 5 years refidence, the ifland has | 
more flourifhing, and he has feen no figns of fear) 
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whe negroes in health, fpirits, and feemingly con- 
Ment, and when he noticed their houfes want repair, 
Wn mentioning it to the manager, it-was done. 
i) Does not recollect being called to attend any flave 
‘hconfequence of a punifhment; though had it hap- 
Mened, thinks he muft have known of it. For great 
thults they are oftener confined, which they mind 
thore than chaftifement. ; 
New flaves are generally very much indulged. 
Wrom the want of flaves, he thinks there is not 
now of females, 
| The abolition of the flave trade would certainly 
Micreafe the difficulty of keeping up the ftoeck; a few 
tates on the ifland, not very much weakened by 
Mortality, may never require an African flave, but 
Hppoies thofe muft originally have had moft wo- 
den. 
@ The lois of 1779 is not y 
tops which followed dilable 
@1 within thefe 2 or 3 years. 
‘| Many mutt have ttopt cultivation, had the Afri- 
Jn trade been abolifhed, as cafk work would have 
fen fo high as to prevent them from doing it that 
May, nor could the cultivation have been carried on 
Yen by this mode. For tafk work being at 71. 10s. 
fit acre, infiead of gl. 10s. as prior to 1779, the 
fand muft be concluded ftill very much underhanded. 
§Asa medical man and a planter, thinks the flaves 
Juld not be kept up by breeding; fome eftates 
2 unhealthy, and have other circumftances un- 
Wourable, which makes him doubt if, by any 
“rans, the encreafe could be made equal to the de- 
jrafe: the planter would conftantly prefer breeding, 
eoles being preferable to Africans. 
Whinks eftates could not be cultivated otherwife than 
(prefent: The number of flaves required in crop, 


old not be otherwife fupplied: Whites could not 
“Numb. 2. : do 


rs 


et repaired, the bad 
d moft from buying, 


The {carcity from the drought mentioned, was in 179: | 
Wwar-time, when the whites alfo fuffered very much. Part. 1. 
Has in the courfe of his practice, generally found “~~~” 
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do the work: Plough-men and boys were brough 
out to eftates where the plough was tried ; but they 
could not ftand the labour there. 

Never heard a negro complain of heat, but often. 
of cold. 

Thinks the plough cannot be wfed in Antigua j, 
where it has been tried in fituations moft favourable}, 
it has always been given up. ‘The planter would, 
certainly adopt any mode tending to leffen expenc¢, 
and his flave’s labour. 

Incrop, the firft work in the mornings cutting canes), 
sn which all that can be, are muftered; when ther} 
is enough cut to put the mill about, 3 able mei, 
attend it, and 5 or 7 younger hand them canes ; whet. 
2 coppers of juice are ground, 2 more {trong met, 
are called as fire-men, and 2 boilers; as more juich 
is collected, more men are called, and there are ge}. 
nerally 7 boilers, und 4 fire-men on a mioderat}, 
eftate with 9 coppers; amounting, with thofe in thi, 
diftillery, to 20 or 30, when the w is brifk; 1) 
that few are left to cut canes, drive the cart, anj, 
do the other work, except on very well-hande; 
eftates: Such an eflate with g coppers, fhould pro, 
duce 200 Hhds. of fugar a year. a | 


The number of flaves in the boiling-houfe is ng 
proportionate to the fize of the eftate, the product, 
or number cf flaves; for, fome, over-rating the; 
property, may have erected buildings for 200 Hhd, 
when perhaps it does not turn out 60; but ftill, th 
coppers being there, are ufed and attended. 1 

On eftates weakly handed, the canes are cut b, 
the whole gang one day, and manufactured the nex, 
~ Canes fhould be cut juft when ripe, when let ftan, 
longer, ’tis to the Planters ereat lofs: If not grown, 
immediately, in a few days they four, and ‘are || 
only to make rum. i 

It often happens, that the perfons who are én 
ployed in cutting the canes, attend the boiling-how 
afterwards to a late hour; but they do not im §) 
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‘ral turn out with the gang to hard labour the next 
)prning. 
Though cane cutting is laborious, he does not se-ymed 


ink it one of the hardeft fervices of the plantation ; 


iis done with fuch alacrity and good {pirits that it 
‘ms trifling; women do it with as much feeming 


eas the men: The inftrument ufed is a bill, a 
od cane is from 5 to 8 feet long, it is cut down at 
> root, then the top is taken off, and, if too long 
go into the cart, cut in two; young flaves and wo- 
‘n with young children, attend to bundle up the 
aes as they are cut. 

Diftilling begins 10, 15 or 20 days after the firft 
nes are cut, and lafts through the crop, conduc- 
| by a fkilful negro, with 4 affiftants under the 
ection of the manager. 

The act intitled “* An act for fettling and regu- 


lating the trial of criminal flaves by jury” was 


ffed, to relieve a hardfhip complained of by ma- 
trates, twe of whom (one being of the quorum) 
‘in judgement upon the flaves for all crimes, thus 
ing as judge and jury ; it was alfo thought more 
eCtual juftice would be done the criminal by a jury. 
Afcribes tetanus in young children to a premature 
pofure to cold, but is of opinion that fo many do 
t die of it even as owners think ; none die within 
> gth day, but it is faid to be of the jaw fall; 
ugh it is natural to fuppofe that many die from 
> fame caufes which cut off white children. 


His eftate on the windward part of the ifland is 
JO acres; 200 in canes, 30 in provifions, the reft 
) ture: his other in Falmouth divifions, near Eng- 
-) harbour is 220 acres; 100 in canes, 20 in provi- 
ns, the reft pafture. On the largeft he has 220 
‘ves, of which about 80 are field flaves, on the 
Wer 110 or 115 flaves. | 
‘Some of the provifion ground is planted with 
“inca corn by the whole gang, and the produce 
red for the ufe of the eftate; the reft is divided 
thong the flaves at the rate of about 70 feet fquare 
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Part If. grounds in general were larger than common, ap 
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—— they had more if they pleafed; yams and eddq 
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~~ hogs, and poultry, an induftrious family both Ih) 
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were befides annually raifed in the cane land. 1 
Sefides the produce of their own grounds, thi! 
had from 8 to 12 meafures (of about a pint each) qf 
head, or 26 to 30 pounds of yams each, a wee}. 
fuch as look ill are fed twice or thrice a day;}) 
dinner they have a very full meal. > | 
From the produce of their grounds, their goal) 


and drefs well. ;™ | 
The pafture ground is allotted for feeding cat}! 
mules and fheep: a large herd of cattle requires! 
men and 2 young boys, mules one man, and fhe) 
2 boys. On his windward eftate he had fewer | 
cne man, on the other he kept no fheep, and one mj 
and 2 boys were enough to attend the cattle aj) 
mules. | 
It requires an able and truft-worthy flave to atte 
the pafture grounds. | : 
The potatoe raifed by the flaves is thought to exhal! 
the land more than any other root; on eftates wht 
almoft the whole land is in canes, the’provifion grou! 
is taken in exchange for the fame quantity of n| 
land once in 2 or three years, to the mutual adve' 
tage of owner and flave : the fiaves are always plea’l 
with the exchange, as new land yields them. mere.’ 
When their ground provifions fail, which is oft’, 
their allowed food is increafed ; he never gave, @'! 
general allowance, more than 12 pints, but genera 
gave what more was afked.: _ | ; 
Thinks the annual expence of a flave from 4.’ 
Sl. currency ; in war it was fully 81. - - 
-On his eftate at windward, his flaves iricreafe; | 
the other at Falmouth, he placed 20 flaves in the } 
9 years, and the number does not now exceed whal 
was then. | 


Never bought more than 8 


Africans, and thofe' 
pi 


a la 


W. In bres. 


Dr. SAMUEL ATHILL. 


Never heard it doubted, that breeding is more 


-ofitable than burying to the planter. 
In the fearcity before mentioned, large orders forP, 334. 
‘vovifions were fent to Great Britain, and fupplies 


| 


Jied to be got from the neighbouring iflands: quan- 


ties of beans, flour, and Indian corn were got from 


Juftatius, bad, and exorbitantly dear. 


) . 
Lj 
| 


He defires, in confequence of more maturely con- 
jering a calculation made and communicated to 


im by the Jate Alderman Oliver, to ftate fterling for 
irrency in his preceding eftirnate of a flave’s an- p 


| 


. 9 


i 
‘| 
} 
7 
7 


: 


7 


| 


ticle of food is dearer, as is alfo the freight and in- 
irance. 

The various forts of ground provifions, are yams, 
1e moft material, and moft productive in a light foil, 


tind; eddoes, which do beft in a ftrong or clay foil, 


-huinea and American corn, which grows in either, 


qd Plantanes, which do beft'in rich and moilt bot- 
sms and near rivulets, cannot therefore be raifed 
ith advantage’ in Antigua as a material article of 


“ach as the eaft, north eaft and north weft parts of the 
}) 
7 


‘od ; worms hurt every {pecies of provifion but it. 


vi fF 4 5 ot gs . 4 ¢ . ~ 
In cafe ground provitions fail, planters have gene 


dilly a quantity of beans from England, for an emer- 


ency, which are kiln dried, and keep a long time: 


jn peace never knew Indian corn altogether wanting 


t market ; it is fubject to be hurt by the weevil, and 


‘\pon gets multy. 


The W. J. iflands fuffered much when the Ame- 
can ports were fhut; and even the average price of 


“rain from thence is nearly double what it was before 
‘ype war: then it might be had for 4s.; now they afk 
iis. 3d. or gs. per bufhel. 3 


Slaves have not fuffered from this circumftance ; 


Jelieves they never were better fed in Antigua than 
jpr the laft five years: more yams and eddoes have 
een raifed, more beans imported, and there has 


been 


| : 
lot; 7 males and 1 female, all about 15 years of parr 
(re, from the windward coatt. 


nal coft for maintenance in war time, when every ~’ 


is 


02,8 


Os 


i. 
a L 


126 


17Q0. been always American grain at market, though ata 
Part UL. higher price than before. 1 


ees “The cane ‘requires regular rains, the yam will dg’ 
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with lefs ; but in Odtober, when appling, it mufy 
have rain; the eddoes require much rain: the uny 
certainty in raifing American corn makes it, he thinks| i 
come higher ean buying: the paftures requitd 
conttant raios. 


Guinea era fe is raifed in particular {pots, and inl 


337° the intervals between cane pieces 5 bem mot at 


tended to than the general pafture, it can. do with} 
lefs rain, but continued dry weather oiten kills it.. 

Does not know there has been any material im+ 
provement in the economy and management of a 
fngar eftate of late years. 

In cafe of the abolition of the flave trade, thinks a 
confiderable nutnber of flaves could be introduced! 
into ours, from the neighbouring iflands. 1 

Slaves live to as great an age in the W, Indies a 
whites: on holt eftates old age is {pent in a comfort, 
able and caly way. 

When hey deem themfelves fuperannuated, they! 
/* do no work for their mafter; before that, their work) 
is light ; they act as affiftant nurfes for the fick and, 
for iinrant and wafh or cook for the overfeers : he 
had 1g or 16 of the firft deicription at Windward, an 
old fettled eftate, and the gang chiefly Creoles ; on 
the other, he had not about two; being near Englith 
Harbour, the flaves there lead.a more debauched 
life than the others; are not fo healthy, nor live fo 
lone: of the fecond clais, can’t fay how many he, 
had. \ 

Slaves are often long lived in Antigua : never knew 
a flave abandoned by his owner, becaufe unfit: for 
labour from age or difeafe. 

An able fila. flave watches canes, &c.—-an old 
flave fometimes lives in the negro erounts and plan 
tain walks to guard them; in that cafe, his hut 1§ 
made more durable and camfartabl ethan the com: 
mon watch-houfes. 
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Whe late advance of price on flaves, he believes, 1790. _ 

7 been on males and females alike. Part IL 

Wformerly, he believes, the fives thought little of ~~? 

ieion, and few were Chriftians; many now attend 

Nirches and meetings, and mof are baptized, from 

I fettling of Moravian and Methodift teachers in 

H ifland; the former have two good chapels, are 

Nentive to their duty, and lead exemplary lives. 

NH mpoffible to keep up ftock without importation. p. 
WNever knew a black ploughman in Antigua. p 

Nt is from the exceffive heat that he thinks a white ~ 
apable of field labour in the W. Indies. Thinks 

H medium heat at Antigua may be about 80° of 

rhenheit. ( 

Mbeveral eftates have a white overfeer, who turns 

B with the flaves in the morning, calls a lift, and 

Hs that each is at work, attends the great gang part 

che forencon, when, from the great heat, he re- 

Hs, andif at a diftance, has a mule to carry hima 

me; in the afternoon, he calls the lift again, and 

§-tlooks the work. 

Never faw a white whom he thought could hole; 

rertain they could not. ftand the office of fireman, 

boiler. 

White domeftics have fo many negroes about them, 

t they foon become gentlemen ; and believes they 
generally deemed ufelefs: knew but two cafes 

Bere they were tried, in both they became fots, 

i were fent back. 

For one European black{mith in a fhop, there ate p ,,. 

lacks, who do the drudgery ; they are not healthy liga ta 

} long lived. . 

The cutting of canes is fo eafy, that often more 

none cané is brought down by a ftroke of the 

ir \ | ) 

hough in crop the flaves work-harder, yet are 

wy incomparably more chearful than at other times, 

l are much healthier after a long than a short 
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In Antigua, they cool down their coppers eve} 
night, but not immediately after fun-fet ; at an ay 
rage about 9 or 10 o'clock; feldom begin boihy 
before fun-rife; hence the flaves have time to rel) 
if they chufe. | 

Townfpeople who have no plantations, and Ket 
horfes, are furnifhed with provender by the negro) 
of the neighbouring eftates, who carry it in for fy 
at noon and evening, toa great amount; grafs, | 
bought, will coft 2s. 3d., or 2s. 6d. fterl. a day for 
horfe, befides oats. | 

Thofe townfpeople, alfo the troops and fhips| 
war, are furnifhed with vegetables, hogs, and poi} 
try, by managers, by fome owners who make it ; 
object; but chiefly, he believes, by the flaves ; fort. 
poultry is imported from America. y 

Slaves have the entire property of what they g) 
by their induftry ; never heard of an owner intert¢) 
ing in any degree with the property of a flave fo a 
quired. ‘ae 
"From the obfervation he has made of the labou 
treatment, and general flate of the flaves in Antigu' 
he fcruples not to declare, that he thinks the neg’ 
and his family happier, and much freer from: car’ 
and mifery, than the peafantry im many parts of thi 
country. | 
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Refided 36 ycars in Antigua, (except in Engler 
18 months, p. 356); had eftates there, and was a! 
torney for others; returned to England in 1781. | 

Moft eftates wanted. hands, efpecially atter tl 
fatal year 1779, before which his eftates were fu! 
handed. His ftock at firft was moftly Africans! 
creafed by births till 1779, when on two of b 
eftates, of above 500, he loft 50 by fluxes from >) 


| 
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Nov. The general lofs was computed at 4,500 1790. 
_more. 


| Pertti, 
| 


Several negroes have been fince imported, but w\-~U 
jere is ftill a great deficiency: he happened to be P. 344. 
| well ftocked as to want no fupply. Lefs fugar 
Jatt have been made, had no new flaves come; and 
ould a fimilar misfortune befall the ifland, and the 
plies from Africa cut off, feveral perfons mutt 
/andon their eftates, 

He has been lately informed from the ifland, that 

i)c. and Jan. laft were remarkably fickly, and many 

ives were loft: in confirmation, he produced an 

Wtract of a letter from a Mr. Lovell to his wife, p, 348, 
Wed Antigua, 14th Jan. 1790, which fays, that all 

yc. had been dreadful fickly among the negroes : 

(fome eftates more fatal than on others ; and that 

Mr. Brookes’s eftate ( Pope’s Head) 12 out of 240 

Hre loft; 30 or 40 down together on the Wood 

gjite. 

}Says, that in the ficknefs in 1779 every attention, P, 346, 
Jdical and other, was fhewn ; that himfelf called 
) furgeons, in aid of the proper one of the eftate, 

told them, that they could not put him to too 
hich expence for the negroes, 

)Poes not think eftates in general have females 
|W; he bought a great many. 

Whinks the prefent flock of flaves in Antigua 
id not be kept up by breeding. 

Breeding is more profitable than buying, one 
tole being worth 3 Africans. 

plaves are, in general, fed, cloathed, and lodged, 
their owners; their food is corn, beans, rice, 
Frings, at times pork, flour, bifcuit, or beef; they 
)¢ alfo provifion grounds, and are allowed to keep p. 247, 
Jnany fowls and hogs as they pleafe. He allows 
) flave generally an afternoon a week (which was 
| the general practice, p. 354) to work their 


yunds, where they often employ a part of the hour 


1) half they have at dinner time, 
Jumb, 2, R Has 
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all, to be the hardeft fiel 
8. cheerfully, for he genera 
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be required to car 
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two rooms: they 
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made about 70 
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their pregnancy, trom a 
have every indulgence, 


children. 
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would be n 
whites 5 there ar 


Negroes rejoice on the arrival of a 
pens to have flav 


He bought an‘e 
HSU KE ae 
hog fheads of fugat 
1 it averages 150 
piruéed by hard labour 
en, when they dj 


340 flaves onit, an 
Breeding is not o 
he exempts his wom 
i] hard labour 5 
and any negro they chi 
he midwife a dollar (e} 
that lives g days. Mi) 
his utmolt to pre 
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wn feveral flaves acquire moneys 44 
le flave of his bought of him two 
e of his refute 
men would beat him, 


and he fhould 


in bafkets of 
d work: th 


ing, 


he oreatett wel 


My laces a 


are from 25 to 30 feet long, |! 


are provided with 


ds confiderably on 
ftate with 


e negroes, 
,at fo foon as they 


e, he reckons, 15° 


es from their part 


He carried out 2 ploughs from 


an =. 
wh 


by advi 
No whit 


inte ceed. 


° 


dug by aw 
eardeners, were 


of a Mr. Baldwyn, 


work; never employed any ; 
hite; bas Known 
obliged to give 1¢ UP. 


but 
es could ftan 


d his freedom, faying, WI 
flaves reach old age. 


lly gave them grog. |i 


fiikin of butter will : 


tion of the flave' 
he dreads it abo! 


would 


d the climate 1 
never knew aco 
fome employ’ 


flaves. 


have no n 


about 2/5) 
ey always'¢ 


ghta flave}‘ 


cabins to} 


the numb 
120 flaves}. 
; there 18)! 
hogtheadg' 
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ites are fo drunken, there is no dependence on 1790. 
me : | Parr Lb. 
\Dung could not be carried through the cane fields —~—’ 
iharts, (to eafe the flaves), the carts would deftroy 

| cane holes. 

‘Vas 2 fugar eflates in Antigua; one in the Body 

ition of 40 acres, 250 in canes and 200 in paf- 

i: and provifions, (p. 352) bought in "1768, with. 

i, flaves; he continued to add to thefe by purchafe 
#1781; with an increafe of 230 flaves and 3o 

ties he highly improved it, and raifed the produce 

im 70 hogfheads a year to 150 hogfheads on an 

lirage of 7 years, (p- 353)- His other eftate in 
Bbe’s-Head Divifion is of 130 acres, go in canes 

4 40 in pafture and provifions, bought in 1777, 

wh 130 flaves; loft 25 in 17795 bought none ; 

jie is now 100, which are fufficient, the land be- 
Wlight, work eafy; (the proportion of cane land 

yleach the fame as when bought, p. 352.) 

dad more males than females ; men are neceflary 

Wl boilers, tradefmen, carters, and watchmen. 

‘Whinks the planters are fortunate who, upon an 

oll fettled eftate, have two-thirds of their flaves 

mW kers (including the grafs gang) from 6 or 7 to 

plyears old; of the other one-third, one-fifth may 
Diluppofed above 55. 

Was fa€tor for all the fales at which he bought P. 352. 
fies; never bought more than 50 at once ; always 

sife them between the age of 10 and 25, but if 

old parents in the lot, bought them; never fepa- 

ied relations. As a factor, never fuffered a family 

Ibe feparated; if a buyer had laid out a lot of 

Mes, and it was afterwards known they had rela- 

is in the cargo, he infifted the buyer fhould take 

tife alfo, or give up the others. Has bought flaves 

fim Bonny, the Windward Coaft, and chiefly from 

t)) Gold Coaft. 

in his largeft cftate his flaves have 10 to ig acres 
Phvifion ground, and often a cane piece of about 

J acres for further provifion, On the other eftate P. 353. 
| R2 they 
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1790. they have about roacres. At both the manager lay: 
out the ground in proportion to each family. Cane 


yo 
( 


holes are 2 feet, fometimes 4 afunder. His working 


Part IT. 
—y— 


P. 354+ 


Manes es 


W. Invizs. A. Wittocx. | | 


flaves had generally from 12 to 14 pints of corn, 


with about 5 herrings, per weck ; the others from & 


to ro pints, with about 4 herrings: about one-thirg 


of the gang were generally fed trom the pot; thofi, 


fo fed may have about 21 pints of corn or beans, 


with herrings, beef, or pork, in the pot per week; 
fometimes they have rice twice a day, which is de} 
ducted from the 21 pints of grain. (The ftoutefto| 
the pot gang had alfo provifion ground. The over/ 
feers were directed, when any negro had neglectew 
to bring his breakfaft to the field with him, to ftoy 
his allowance, and feed him from the pot: this; 
though they got more food by it, they reckoned * 


difgrace, as treating them like new Negroes. p. 354. 
After great damage by a hurricane in 1772 he en) 


larged his works. 


market from 2d. to 6d. per bundle. | 
General allowance of food in Antigua not equa 


as he could. 


When the fupplies from America were cut off, hy” 
did not give an ounce lefs food to his flaves, thougl 


1 


the article fometimes coft him thrice the price. 0 

The ground provifions are, yams, eddoes, Guine; 
and Indian corn, potatoes, and caflada ; all which 
often fail in droughts, to which they are fubje@ i 
but the provifions and indulgences he gives his flave: 


are fufficient without them. | 


} 1 
The hardiett ground provifions are caffada, Guine| 


and Indian corn. 


an afternoon to themfelves. 


Heretofore he thinks there was no proteétion fo) 


& th 


4 


} 
i) 


It was not general in Antigua to allow the flave) 


i 
The excefs, over the ufual allowance which thy 
pot gang had, was much more than equal to the pro; 
duce of the ordinary lots of provifion ground, 
Slaves near towns can pick grafs,.and fell ic in thy 
e 

Pty 

his; but where he directed, he kept it up as mucl i" 


y 
y 


s 


\) W. Invtes. 
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¢.: they fupply alfo the troops and fhips of war. 
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‘te now much better ufed than when he firft went to 
the ifland in 1745, and their good conduct deferves 
I as they are much more civilifed, and often go to 
| 


iurch and methodift meetings on Sunday. 
Has heard the flaves inftructed at methodift meet- 


igs to be attentive and obedient to their mafters, 


ith other good advice: never knew the regular 


ergy pay any particular attention to them. (Has 


2ard that the Society for propagating the Gofpel fent 


iffionaries out to convert the flaves, p. 357.) 

|) Thinks a humane mafter cannot do worfe by a 
jave than to free him, ! 

| Had 33 domeftics on the Body-Divifion eftate, P, 356. 


fone on the other), viz. 5 foormen, 2 cooks, 8 


afherwomen, 3 fempftreffes, 5 {mall ftock-keepers, 
erooms, 6 women with child, and 2 aged females; 


p town houfe; had many more than was generally 


2pt by people of the fame rank, owing to his hav- 
g many children. (Thinks no family in the ifland 
2pt fo many domeftics, p. 358.) 

Reared moft of his negro childten from the encou- 


)gement to the midwives, and attention to the mo- 


ers. 
Slaves of 6 or 7 years are put under the charge of 


em employed. 


_ From the increafe of flaves and the mules upon p, 


seftates, he planted more canes than his prede- 


, ffor, 


Provifions have advanced in Antigua 10 per cent. 
)) an average, fince the fupplies from America were 


it off. 
The flaves near the towns and Englifh Harbour 
ave a good deal of traffic by their fmal! ftock, yams, 


W. InpDIEs. 


careful old woman, and pick grafs merely to keep. 


130 


ie flaves againft mafters and others; but fince he 1790: 

“ame home he is told there is an aét in the ifland, Part I. 
at whites, ufing a flave ill, are brought to feffions, 
the owner profecutes. Has known flaves beat by 
hites (not their mafters) without redrefs ; but flaves 


Nees roel 
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1790. 
Pare II. 
Bean, tte 
P.360. 


P. 261. 


W.Inpies.— Witnefs examined—R. Hipsert, Ffq; ‘ 
‘ | 


A native of this country, refided about 18 years ' 
in Jamaica, left it September 1789, was a merchant, " 
knew the management of plantations there, was 
owner alfo of eftates there, and has had charge of" 
others. tt 

Is certain Jamaica cannot be cultivated by Eu- | 
ropeans; for no European could bear conftant | 
expofure to the hear, ftill lefs when labouring, 


The foldiers are allowed black pioneers to carry © 


wood, water, &c. The officers have told him the’ 


t 
mortality has fince decreafed much. a) 

A fugar eftate, at the prefent prices, could not i 
afford proper food and accommodation for the ne-" 
ceffary number of European labourers. i 

There are a great number of free negroes and 7 
tradefmen, of whom many do nothing. yi 


There is occafionally a neceffity for more than’ 


can be done by the plantation negroes. Never | 
knew free negroes offer to do field labour; has’) 
known them offer themfelves as tradefmen. 4 

The plough is ufedin Jamaica, he thinks, whenever c 
it can advantageoufly, from nature of foil and fur- | 
face, &c. in moft of the iflands it cannot be ufed3 
where it has been long ufed, has known it often | 
worked by negroes. Such parts:as mav be culti- |) 
vated with advantage, are far from being all fo.) 
P. 962, Many eftates with full value paid, and extenfive || 


4 


works built, are only partly fettled; muft be thrown 
up, or continued with lofs, if owners are deprived 
of the means of cultivation. Much land is uncul- 
tivated. ys 

Thinks fome uncultivated land unfit for fugar, | 
or coffee, cotton, &c. but a large part would da’ 
well for coffee. 


Leffening | 
ening 


——_= 


EE 
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‘tthe mother country. 
“made without negroes. Thinks the old fettlements, 


and open and till ic fuccefsfully. Thinks they fhall 
thus gain many ufeful citizens of the middle clafs, 
who will add to the fafety and happinefs of the 
ifland, and increafe the commerce and revenue of 
Such fettlements cannot be 


- =! 


‘the yaws, and every diforder as Buropea 
are often caufed by improper food ; 
J after hurricanes proper cannot be had. Recollects 


) ifland was applied. 
-to his own eftate, or gen 
| was general after every hurricane he faw. 
‘diforders, with putrid fever, are common, atter 
“every rain fucceeding long drought, he thinks they 
_ arife from improper food. 


: | births; has had many years eltates of 


if ftripped for this end, muft fuffer in proportion ; 
and thinks the new ones, moftly in their infancy, 


‘muft be thrown up, or cultivated to certain lofs. 


Believes the prefent cultivation of Jamaica can- 


‘not be kept up without annual importation of 
) negroes. 
vefkates; for, in moft, males exceed females. 
Fare fubje@ to the locked jaw, in a few days after 


The negroes generally decreafe on fugar 
Infants 


birth; and the young women have indifcriminaie 


jatercourfe with the men. The adult are fubject to 
ns. Fluxes 


and fometimes 


ereat mortality among the negroes from fuch 


lcaufes; loft about a fixth of about 120 in- two or 


three weeks, on a {mall eftate in parifh of Clarendon, 
‘by a flux fo caufed, thouzh the beft help in the 
Does not recolle&, if confined 
eral at thet time; but it 


If fuch 


Some die of them. 
The Jamaica report, of 1788, proves the pro- 
portion of imported males and females has been for 
many years as 5to3. It differs much on fugar 
eftates ; in general, males exceed one four 
which is certainly one caufe of the decreafe. 
Cannot ftate the general proportion of deaths and 
his own, and 
others 


th at leait,- 


Leffening the duties on Britifh plantation coffee” 17:90. 
has caufed many, who cotwd not fettle aofugar Partill. 


| plantation, to buy fome wood-land and a few flavesy ~~~ 
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Part IT. 
t—v—_ was paid, and no exceffive labour required. 


| 
W. Inpies, i R. Hiszerr, 
others under his care, and does not recolle¢ on, 
cafe.of births equal to deaths, though all attentio 


Thinks every attention generally given to pree 
nant women, on plantations known tohim. Ther 
may be inftances to the contrary: knows none, 

In general, the locked jaw among children i 
fatal.—A native is of more value than an African’ 
certainly for planters’ benefit to encourage thei 
rearing. Slaves are often fo reduced by difeafes, &< | 
as to make it needful to purchafe or hire freth. 

Thinks fuch eftates could not be kept up withov. 
frefh imports. Sugar eftates fo reduced, could nd 
be put to other ufe with equal profit; in for 
cafes might do for pafture, or cotton, but th 
works and appendages would be of little or no ule 
Thinks coffee, indigo or pimento could not b 
raifed on old jugar land; that it muft be thrown wi 
as fuch, not to be ufed in another way, to an 
thing like the fame gain. ei 

Never heard domeftic negroes in the ifland com, 
puted. Ja towns, the principal families he knew 
have from 10 to 30; inthe country, in general 
barely what is neceflary. Does not think if all th 
dometticks were turned into the field, freth impor 
tations would be unneceffary. It is moftly though 
a punifhment. Many would be fo hurt in thei 
{pirits by fuch change, as to be of very little ule 
even if their numbers were greater. Ne 

Fle is a member of the aflembly.—A duty of jos 
Curreacy on every negro imported is impofed by thei) 
legiflature ; 20s. paid by buyer, 103s. by importer | 
makes part of the ifland fund for fubfiftence of th’ 
king’s troops ; quite independant of their Englifl 
pay. Believes, if Great Britain fhould forbic) 
importation of Africans, they would want rathel 
power than will tp continue it; that the plantation) 
only partly fettled, muft depopulate the {mall fet) 
tlements, or be thrown up ; and that the fuil-handec| 
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Bons (the fexes being in general badly af- 1790. 
“jrted). would naturally, in time, decreafe. in Part II. 
‘roduce, and atotal ftop be put toimprovement. “~~ 
| The whites have very feldom any other domettics P. 367. 
‘ian negroes. Upon plantations in general no 

jore, he believes, than are neceflary. 

k | The full-handed plantations are fo badly afforted 

s to fex (5 to 3) becaufe meh are fuppofed capa- 

le of more labour; knows not what it is alfo 

wing to the deficiency of procuring females in 

frica, or difpofing of them in the Weft Indies : 

Jnows nothing of the trade on the coalt of Africa; 

ugar planters chiefly chufe males. 

| Believes the number of negroes annually exported 

ad imported from and to Jamaica, very accurately 

ated in the report of the affembly; cannot now call 

‘to mind: They differ greatly. 

} When a plough is firft uled, a white man is Pp. 368, 
joftly employed. 

On fuch plantations as he has had care of, the 

houal ufual decreafe has been about 5 per cent. 

creafe 2 and 4. No true judgement can be formed 

hether the decreafe is greater or lefs on cotton or 

offee plantations being new. Rather thinks the 
roportion of fexes more equal there, as the work 
lighter. 

Believes inftances of inattention to pregnant wo- 

en very rare. 

White ploughmen and tradefmen have very 

‘jgh wages. Never knew the fun opprefiive to 
beroes in full health; does not recollect ofe fuch P. 369. 
"sat complained. 

Believes many difeafes brought on negroes by 
_ o€tural ramblings and dancing, 

) Their food is in general good and fuficient. They 
_ € protected and provided with food and raiment by 
W: Thinks the laft confolidated flave-law itidifpu- 
‘Jbly thews the legiflature of the ifland difpofed to 
)ve them every neceflary comfort and protection. 
W. Indies. 


31790. 


By 39 2 


Part II. 
Lammy And 2 


BE sh 


W.Inprzs.—- Witnefs ex, JOHN WEDDERBURN, Fy 


a doctor, who prefcribes every medicine proper f' 
them; have proper nurfes, often provifions: of t 
beit fort from owner’s or overfeer’s table. They ha’ 
often alfo wine, and whatever other neceffary t» 


doétor thinks proper. 


pable of labour, moftly live in a comfortable ‘eo 


{ 


and has property there: h’ 


{ 


Is a native of Great Britain; has lived between 
7 years in Jamaica ; left it the beginning of | 
P. 370. May; was a planter, 
care of feveral plantations ; of full 5000 negroes, / 

Thinks they are treated with humanity; are’) 
general in a happy ftate; are attended when fick ‘ 


. 


. 
7 
4 
Vy 

, 


Flas known in dangerous cat 
the medicines given by whites, who often lofe the 
night’s reft by it. Negroes by age or infirmities, inc’ 


houfe; have every allowance and attendance, as ! 
ftill of the greateft value, are ftill fed and clothec 


P. 371. never knew one fuch difcarded by his matter. 


ie 
! 


4 


The Africans have a remarkable faying in the 
difputes, to fhew that the itronger can take no adyar' 


: «eee Nd 
tage of them; “this no for we country, this fc 
“« Buccra country; Buccra country every body hav! 
“« right;” i. ¢, in their own country, the {tronger ofte’ 


ufe the weaker as they pleafe, whether juftly or not. 


The negroes have lands to cultivate for their fol! 
benefit; raife much more provifions than they ufé 
and fell poultry, hogs, and various kinds of frui! 


and have the profits 


{pend their money in fine cloaths, and falt meat for’ 
Engiand; others buy cows and heifers: Has know: 
on different eftates from 10 to 40 taken care of pro 
matters, who take no part’ 
He has bought front 
g fteers, and paid them from! 


mifcuoufly with their 


They fell them when they will. 


different negroes, youn 


£40 to £ 13 per head. 


Many might be rich; number 


He 


= ~~ 
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| He has known different negroe 


s with to buy their 1790. 


pedom themielves, and a few friends poffeffed of Part II, 


‘joney fufficient. 
Hire 300 flaves, the owner, in eafy circumftances 
iifore the hurricane of 1780, by that calamity, other 
4 ms, and perhaps fome little imprudence, became 
Sp barraffed: A writ was iffued the marfhall came 
y the eftate to fecure him, and left it difappointed. 
5 the evening a few of the chief negroes came ta 
bir mafter, told him what they had heard, and 
gought him between £ 200 and 300, He refufed it 
bath thanks. 

Such land in Jamaica as may be cultivated to 
vantage, is not, by many thoufand acres. 

He thinks the lands now in canes cannot be ufed to 
| vantage in coffee and cottons; if it could, the lofs 
{many planters would be great, having bought 
yids and ftocks, raifed buildings, and had various 
jes from England, only to cultivate the fugar- 
wne; thinks cane-land in general not adapted to thofe 
“icles, and that to oblige the owner to this change, 


~vhout paying for it. 

| thinks Jamaica cannot be cultivated by Europeans. 
ey could not bear the neceffary labour, and the 
| wtality he thinks would be fo great as to {top the 

-Mpt. ; 

‘Thinks the fun’s heat net hurtful to the negroes 
Tijth, and that it affeéts them little at work ; has 
a them often at it, and ftood with them hours at 
ime: They feemed to him to feel no incon- 
‘ences, 

Jamaica cannot be cultivated by the plough: It is 
1 in many parts, but after ploughing they are 
1 ed to dig the cane-holes with hoes, to plant the 
‘es, and often to trench the land to dry it.—Great 
Et, fteep and hilly, does not admit the plough ; many 
‘ufand acres have ftones and rocks fo intermixed 
M4 the foil, that the plough cannot turn it up. 
: S 2 Many 


Recollects an eftate where there ~~ 


‘juld be much the fame as taking part of his property P. 373, 


¥40 
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Many eftates are cultivated {o, that the canes are nv 
ftocked up, but it is a rule to keep them on the ftoc, 
as long as poffible. The plough could be of nou) 
there: only the hoe. i 
When the plough is ufed, the fame number ¢ 
negroes are requifite ; but it is of infinite advantage. 
to them by breaking the foil, and taking a part « 
the hardeft labour from them: But fuppofing few« 
at ploughing feafon, the ufual number would b 
neceflary in crop-time. | 
Has heard the legiflature of Jamaica has encourage) 
inventors of machines for faving manual labow 
Planters have readily adopted all they thought av 
yantageous, or that have ftood the teft of experienci 
An overfeer has commonly from 6 to 10 di 
meftics, moftly unable to fupport field-labour ; th; 
moft weak and delicate, are generally put to dq 
meftic ufes. me 
Thinks the prefent cultivation of Jamaica cann¢ 
be kept up without annual imports; not that th 
negroes are ufed ijl; the women do not breed ther; © 
as the labouring ones of Great-Britain; greatly frou 
romifcuous intercourfe, caufing venereal diforder, 
often deftructive of the conftitution. Many die b- 
yaws, fluxes, ulcers, and pleurifies ; infants, befid,. 
the diforders to which they are fubject in Grea 
Britain, are liable to the locked-jaw, of which i) 
thinks = die. | 
Suppofes the lofs in 20 landed in tolerable healt), 
about ¢ in the firft 3 years; if with yaws, or oth 
difeafe, double at leaft. Thinks they would k, 
diffatisfied in having no more recruits from Afric! 
having often heard them wifh for fuch help; an 
that the flayes now in Jamaica would be worfe ule 
becaufe moft fugar-plantations being at fo gre: 
expence, are obliged to borrow of the Britifh me! 
chant, and make him annual confignments, af; 
payments; deprived of flayes, they could not 
The merchant would be difappointed—the ae 
HO. 
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+ on unprofitable to him, He may, to be fure, take 1790. ney 
“eps, compelling the planter to pufh his flaves be- Part IT. it 
ond their ftreneth, to pay him, in hopes of keeping “~— 
ip his crops, and preventing the ruin of himfelf, and P. 376 i 
‘amily. 
Slaves labour about 11 hours out of crop-time ; 
qicrop-time, though the time of labour with fome 
slonger, they are moftly happier, and in better con- 
“ition, from the canes they eat, and the liquor they 
| 


Ligink. 
Thinks, if the flave trade was abolifhed, many 


‘jlanters could not pay their debts. Some fmall 
‘rifling fettlement might be practicable ; none of 
auch importance. 

| There are many free negroes in Jamaica, fome of 
hem tradefmen ; but moft idle. The eftates often 
e help of other negroes, befides the 
has Known the free then employed as 


jequire. th 
wner’s 5 
Jradefmen, but in no other way. Many eftates, 

where expenfive works have been erected, and much 

_ money laid out, are only partly fettled ; no further. 

_ orogrefs can be made, without fupplies from Africa; 

\snlefs thofe, who have jobbing gangs, were to fell P. 377. 
_\hem; then the lofs of their help to different eftates, 

~ would be very diltreffing, and no other eltates could 


ye fettled with propriety. 
| Natiye negroes, are much more valuable than 
“mported; it certainly is the planter’s intereft to 
encourage raifing them, and they do. 

~ Many difeafes are brought on the flaves by night 
sravelling, feafting, and dancing, 

- Except after fuch calamity, as the hurricane 1780, 


Se 5 Se ep Te 


(et ee 
fae 
ad 


"hey have plenty of wholfome: food. STAN f 
If an act of parliament for abolifhing the flave- DATE TENE 
| trade, fhould only transfer that trade to other nations, i (Oh tT i 
i the Africans would not be benefited, or the caufe of ae ih Hay 
“aumanity advanced, as far as he is capable of ae | i} ie 
jpdging. , aie 
7 | Js me) et 
Mt | Maas 
ea Hh ) 
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Part Il. ceedingly, as their labour would naturally be en’ 
tent creafed ; thinks it would tend to depopulate Ja’! 


P. 378. fatisfaction to the planters, and other whites there! 


| pee 
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Ts convinced the flaves there would fuffer ex’ 


maica, leffen its cultivation, and prevent its im: 
provement. Thinks it would not be attended with 


is confident it would produce alarming difcontents, 
Quantity of land, negroes, and produce, ona: 
many eftates as he can recollect, are as follows ‘3 i 
Acres. Negroes. Hhds. Sug. Pon.Ram 
Mefopotamia — 2600 —— 310 —— 315 —— 230 I 
Grange 1500 175 —— 165 ar . Il! 
Glenefley ——= 1800 230 —— 110 8a 4 
Caledonia 3000 180 ——= 75 45 
Blue Caftle—— 1800 245 ——— 240 140 
fackheath I100 TIOQ —— 180 80 | 
Mount Eagle — 1000 165 —— 160 80 
Spring Garden - 2600 250 —— 165 90. 
Green River — 1000 240 —— 240 115 
Richmond Vale- 700 220 ——— 155 80). 
Providence 1000 106 ——= 110 75h) 
New Foreft—— 2000 180 <7 ic ene 
New Foreft is now improving in Cotton and Coffee, Sugars 
Work being in a Manner given up. . 
Thefe eftates can make annually the quantity of 
fugar juft ftated, if there are no ftorms, and they 
have the fame fupport of flaves as now ; by more ' 
ftrength they can make much more. a 
Mefopotamia is level land, and great part only" 
adapted to pattures ; many of which are over-grown | 
with logwood, and require more flaves to improve » 
them. The Grange is hilly, of rather poorer nature, | 
and one of thofe, where the plough is ulelefs. | 
Believes Glenefley produces the leaft fugar of all, | 
from the moft land. Its cane land has been fo 
exceedingly injured by the hurricane of 1780, that i 
it does not yield well ; about 200 acres are in canes, | 
On many of thefe eftates, the canes lie contiguous; © 
on others, the paftures are difperfed with the canes; | |! 
the lanc's in wood, and ruinated, lie moftly by them= i 
elves, ; \ 


PEE TETTTEY] 
FeeeePres 


Does 


Does not know that the value of any of the 
‘jtates could be eftimated from the quantity of fug 
-roduced, except Green River 
the others (fome of them in 
aluable land, fit for fugar, 
ould become exceedingly valuable. 

|| The mode would be to buy more flaves, without 
nich it is impoflible to improve them; it would 
“quire much labour and expence, 


od, morafs, or ruinated. 


cultivate fully all thefe eftates; but as to 
"convinced, that it’s valuable land, fit fo 


"nes, would require 200 more, and witho 
a 


jib 


eee 


“jure, wood-land, &c. 


at ‘ed plentifull 
4a pted the 
4 cultivate, 


fe 


00 the produce of their own pr 
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» and Providence: an aed 
particular) have very 

and when improved, 


PS) 380, 


but would pay 
ty amply, he thinks; great part is at prefent in 


Cannot ftate the number that would be neceffary 
his own, 
r fugar- 
ut them, 
ded, were 
y the fame, as to fugar, 
Thinks the prefent ftock 
flaves, if kept up, not tolerably fufficient. Many 
thofe eftates now require more labour than for- 
tly, when the land was new. 
The general proportion of male and fem 
Jamaica, fuppofed 5 to 3. 
Jn avery few eftates there are Moravian parfon 
1m general no attention is paid to any religious 
tuction, The Society for propagating the Gof- 
has not, to his knowledge, employed any perfons 
‘Onverting the flaves. 


> prefent cult.vation cannot be exten 
*y to continue nearl 


ale flaves P. 381, 


a 
19 


de has no calculation by which to eftimate the 


inary expence of maintenance of flaves at various 
s. hey have as much food as they can eat, 
ept after fuch a calamity as that of 1780, when 
allowance was not fo liberal. Three large 
anes are thought as much as they can eat ata 
1; when final, they get more. They in general 
ovifion grounds. 
y lazy and negleétfal of themfelves ; 
y by their maiters. A few eftates 
y have more Jand allowed than they 

Refers 


‘Y are natural]l 
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Part II. protection of the fl 
tea or Other whites. 


P. 383. 
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ca 


Refers to the late confolidated act for the lee: 
ave from ill-ufage by his mafte 
Thinks the effect in Jamaica, « 
{topping the intercourfe with America, was the lo, 
of many thoufand lives for want of a fupply « 
provifions, rice, corn, &c. particularly after th) 
hurricane of 1780. 

Indian corn and caffa 


ail 
da are cultivated in Jamaiy. 
with good fuccefs. va 
Has often bought flaves foon after their arriv, 
from Africa; the chief part have been deliberate, 
chofen from the whole cargo. They generally en, 
ploy one day in each fortnight, and Sundays, | 
cultivating their own grounds, and have often oth, 
days allotted to them, when it appears neceflary 
their employers. a 
Doubts not, if a law were to pafs here to forb; 
the importation of flaves into Jamaica, they wou, — 
be fecretly brought in, and that moft of the plante, 
there would encourage it. : | 
Thinks the late regulating a 
with much advantage. vr 
The flaves for the plantations are in general boug) 
by the owner, or his attorney. | eld 
Many eftates in Jamaica are fo fteep, that, t, 
plough would be deftructive, by the violent, ral) 
peculiar to it wafhing away the foil. | 
Thinks an African’s conftitution perfectly wi 
adapted to bear heat: never knew a flave in heal! 
complain of it. Pleurifies are often got by bei 
out at nights; the healthieft and ftouteft field-flav 
are more fubjeét to ‘them than others: has knov 
many very fine valuable ones die of them. a 
Owner generally prevents thofe nocturnal ramble 
_as far as poffible. os 
- The produce of the eftates before-mentioned, W 
exceedingly reduced by the hurricane of 1780, D. 
cannot fay exactly in what proportion, ‘The produ, 
was much Jefs than in 1789. es 
Wheth 


& has been attendy 
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‘Whether the crop | is great or fmall, the expence 1790. 


f cultivation is the fame, and often increafed, ; par- Part ifs 


~ omen 


1 
—— na stn 


| 


athe ground, they are deftroyed ; but the provi- 


cularly by fuch a calamity as that of 1780; bat Seenameed 
hen the crop 1s fmalleft, the expence is ereatelt, » 384s 


aly in particular Calaw: in ftorms, a long con- 
nuance of dry weather, when the cane- -{talks are 


art by it, if the «rops of corn and provifions are 


4 


ons taken early, b 
‘a, are fafe. 
“antains, and in many refpects, the ground pro- 
fons. 
rovifions from England and America 


_ The houfe he is concerne 


before the hurricane months come 
The hurricane of 1780 deftroyed the 


The pr-prietors bought on this account 


Never knew but one free necro defire to return 
Africa ; he went to fee his fricn: is, and returned 


rain. As far as he can recollect, he was a Gold 


alt flave. 
‘Ifthe eftates in an incompleat cultivation for 
fant of fufficient flaves, could be cultivated to 


eir extent, he thinks the increafe of produce 
puld be a very great addition to the revenue, 


“mmerce, and manufacture of the mother country. 
It is not ufual in genéral for flaves to obtain their 


vedom, till after a lung refidence in the Weft- 


dies. 


ES ES estar 


_itnefs examined.—Gzorce Hipsert, Efq;— 


Amerchant of London. 


yin, has had confiderable P. 385. 
ators to the planters) 


dings with Jamaica (as. 


4to whom the houte is confiderably i in advance. 


They import fram 5000 to 6000 hogtheads of 

tar, befides other articles, the grois Bribe. of which 

x be from £ 200,000 to £ 250.000. 

Crom the concurring evidence of planters. others Pp, 386. 
0 have lived in the iflands; and from his expe- 

T rience 
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F 1790. rience gained in the courfe of bufinefs, he believes, 
Part II. the abolition of the flave trade will oreatly 1 injure the, 
“\— population and produce of Jamaica, and con fe-) 
quently himfelf as a merchant and creditor. a 

Any eftimate of his, of the debt of the fugar iflands | 

to Great-Britain muft be from. partial inadequate, 
grounds: but could never make it. lefs than, 

L 20,000,000. Lord Sheffield conjectures fuch debt. i 

to be one-third of the value of the colonies, which 

has, fince he wrote, been eftimated £70,000,000, , 

Speaks from experience, that the creditors of Welt 

India property include thefe claffes, each to a con, 
fiderable fum, efpecially the 2 firft. 1ft. Merchants, 

who have advanced money, to get tone 
fupport old correfpondents, or proteé&t old engage- ) 

ments. 2d. Morgagces who have advanced money. r 

on intereft. 3d. “Annuitants by purchafe, will, ory 
marriage-fettlement. 4th. Legatees, many under, 

old bequetts. sth. Confignors: of goods to the Welt, 

Indies, captains and mates of fhips, 4h, 6th. 
Shippers of goods for the ftores, to order. ‘7th. } 
Creditors on Bone: note, &c. 8th. ‘Reprefentatives. 

of the deceafed of the above claffes, or whofe concerns, 

are affigned” to others. That engagements are 

chiefly under the firft clafs. 1 

P. 387. A confiderable part of their capital is lent to, y 
creditors, part in fettling new, and -extending andj 


N 
improving old, eftates ; “and, he believes, part in, 


new machinery and modes of manufacture; alfo a 
very confiderable part in advances made to repair, 
damages by hurricanes, and to feed the negroes in) 
drought and famines. ‘Their books contain fome 
debts which have exifted from, 40 to s0 years: and | 
he believes had they not proteéted hole debts by, 
advances to buy negroes and other relief, the eftates,) 
now their fecurity, would have been long ago ruined. | 
Believes, that when by fhort crops, low “inarkcts, hy, ! 
other caufes, the planters have been diftreffed, ‘ 
are generally relieved by Britifh loans. in moft 


ia 


1 a 


ho 
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fates, and have advanced money for that ufe. 
_ Several planters have affured him that they with 


o eafe their prefent ftock. 


| In Jamaica there ts a confiderable number of ftore- 
“jeepers, and importers of Britifh goods, and who 
re not land-holders: Advances to fuch reft on the 
“sturity of the produce; Agriculture in the Weft- 
adies, efpecially in Jamaica, is the bafis of their 
*turns and folvency. 

Their fecurity refts intirely on the produce of 
‘Rates cultivated by negroes. Real fecurity is either 


1 eftate with negroes, or negroes alone. Land 


r47 


heir concérhs, they have underftood the buying new 1790. 
hegroes to be abfolutely neceffary to carry on the Part IL. 


ema 


MW new negroes, not to extend eftates, but merely P. 388. 


ithout negroes, or an immediate profpect of buying 


yem to work the land, would be confidered by a 
erchant here, as no fecurity. 
| Such Weitt-India properties as give fecurity for 
“\itifh loans, he thinks, may, with avery few lucky 
ceptions, be comprized in 3 claffes.  1ft. Long 
ttled eftates, which, thro’ depopulation, or acci- 
7ntal calamities, need fupplies of negroes. 2d. 
Mates, in a progreffive ftate, prudently adding a 
W negroes yearly to their gangs, till their fettlement’ 
' compleated. 3d. Eftates newly fettled, or by 
cidents almoft without negroes, but which would 
_/an-ample fecurity to their credicors, if furnifhed 
th negroes cheap. 
Several Jamaica eftates mortgaged to them, have 
Tons of uncleared land, which are fome fecurity, 
‘tile negroes may be bought to make them produc- 
¢ On fome of them the cultivation has been 
‘vantageoutly extended. 
Believes minor’s eftates leafed, with but few 
‘3roes, have been often improved by fuch leafing, 
it €n the minor came of age. Knows a renter of a 
Thor's eftate, who, on the minor’s taking poffeffion of 
1 Carried off a good gang of neeroes, and fettled an 
a entire 
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1790. entire new eftate, which with a fmall addition ti 


Part Il. 


that gang, promifes to turn out very well; but th: 


—— proprietor has in his late letters to them “expreffey 


P. 390. produced a lift as follows, viz. rft. Aéts ra 


P. 391. 


reat anxiety about working his own eftates 5 any 
if he-can’t buy new*negroes, will find his preferi 
fine canes of little value, and his eftate worth almof 
nothing. Believes the eftates of infants, or others 
fo fituated, could not poffibly be improved or kep 4 
Up, without new negroes. i 
Had t>eir houfe expected or believed that the flay; . 
trade would be abolifhed, they certainly would na 
have made the great ieee: s or engagements ftatec! | 
He never thought of the abolition, as not believin; 
it probable; but knew that his trade, the Welk 
India eftates which fecure his advances, the “Africa | 
trade which fupports thofe eftates, and even the ver! 
Joans he has made, have been encouraged and fan( 
tioned by repeated acts of parliament, of which k 


raging and protecting the fugar colonies, 15 Cha. | 
chap. 7; 22 and 23 Cha. II. ch, 26.—7 and_ 
Will. III. ch. 22.—6 Anne ch. 30 and ch. 37 
8 Anne ch. 13.—4 Geo. II. ch. 153 5 Geo. 1 
ch. 24; 6 Geo II. ch. 13; 12 Geo. Il. ch. 3c 
19 Geo. JI. ch. 30; 21 Geo. II, ch. 30.5 Geo. I! 
ch. 45; 6 Geo. JI]; ch 523; 27. Geo. Il]. cha’ 
The leading feature 3 in all thefe acts is encouragemer 4 
to the fugar colonies, as inhabited by Britifh fu bgee 
and very ; advantageous to Great. Britain. | 

ihe 2d divifion of acts on the flave trade, a 
flating it neccflary for the Weft-India colonie 
Royal charters of Cha. Ii. of 1664 and 1672.5) 

and 10 Will U1. ‘ch. 26.—10 Anne ch, 27.7) 
J he Queen’s fpeech, June 1712.—23 Geo, Ji) 
ch. 313 25 Geo. HI. ch. 40.—4 Geo. III. ch. 26 
6 Geo, Il. ch. 44; 23 Geo. Ill. ch. 65; alfo, th 
quoted | before, 27 Geo. III. ch. 27. Alfo the pre f 
ceedings of the Houfe of Commons from 1707 | 
41713, during all which time the lave trade ya) 


| 
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vei confideration; and it was recommended, by a 
\eflage from the Queen, to confider its nature ; and 
-) publick cenfure was then pafied on it; but it was 


jpeatedly voted advantageous to Great Britain, and 


_xceffary for the fugar colonies. And, tho’ the various 
‘ills brought in, and fome of which paffed the Com- 


ons, failed from difputes between the chartered 
_ mpany and private traders, it does not appear the 
t paeton, much lef; the abolition of the trade, was 


ver thought of. 


I 


P| The 3d head of aéts encouraging loans to the 
’ Teft-India proprietors, from Britith and foreigners, 


2.5 Geo. II, ch. 7; 13 Geo. UI. ch. 14, and 14 


‘nd from the Weft Indies 


eland, value 


i. 79° 
The infpector general of imports and exports, 
38 flated to the Privy Council, the imports from 
© Weft-Indies to Great-Britain in 1787, at 
Se 


‘ a. 
419455387 : 19 : 10 


1787, was exported to 


£- So de 
127,585 : aeons 


_ ne U. S..of America 196,460 : 8: 0 


itifh Col. in America 100,506 : 17 ; 10 


"reign Weft-Indies - 18,245 : 12: 6 
UC 868 : 15 : oO 


—— 443,666: 17: 9 


| Grand total £ 5,389,054: 17: 7 


The infpector general ftates thefe to be mercantile 
lues formed on the prices current publifhed at 


loyd’s. This trade employed 1816 veflels, 242,721 
ms, and 21,114 feamen. That the exports from 
“reat Britain to the Weft-Indies in 1787, in Britith 
ods, &c. amounted to £ 1,638,703 : 135. : 10d. 
“dfrom Ireland, befides what is fhipped in veffels 
eared out from Great-Britain £ 20,160. 


The witnefs believes the annual average of flaves 


“}ported and retajned in the Britifh Weft: Indies may 
| 15,657, amounting at £ 35 per head, to £ 547,995. 
| \ ie Sota ee The 
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1790. The infpetor general has alfo ftated the quantit: 
Part ['. and cuftom-houfe values of imports from the We. 
ty Indies to Great-Britain only in 1788, whence » 
has, with all the care and exactnefs he could, ef. 
mated their grofs mercantile value, (taking t» 
opinion of experienced brokers on the average pri 
of that year) and which on a very moderate ¢ale. 
lation, amounts to £ 6,800,000 of which he finds th; 
the cuftoms and excife received about £ 1,800,0(). 
Ship owners for home freight, about 560,000 
Britifh merchants and brokers, fo x 
commiffions,; abour - - - = 
Under-writers for infurance, about - - 
Wharfingers, &c. including primage 
or freight, about - - - «+ I 
The whole of whichis - 


23 2,0 , 


P. 393. The reft, being fomething lefs than 4 millions, 
‘the net proceeds paffed to the credit of the plante) | 
by the Britifh merchant; but from which mutt ia 
farther deduéted the value of Britifh goods ei 
ported to the plantations, with treizht, infuranc’ 
commiffion, and port charges thereon ; alfo the full 
paid the African merchants annually for flaves s ar 
when to this is added the intereft of the debt dn — 
from the colonies to Great Britain, there can be tl. 
doubt but the whole £ 6,800,0co refted in Grei 
Britain. In confirmation, can affert that tracing tli’ 
grofs produce received through their houfe, fi 
many years, in his time and his predeceffors, (ri 
inconfiderable value) there is a very {mall are 
indeed, which he cannot follow home to: on 
other of the above heads. Se it 

The tonnage in the Weft India trade, in 178) 
has been ftated 242,721 tons; and though in’ ; 
eftimate, fome veifels are included: which mult hav 
made more than one voyage a year, and their or 
are counted for each voyage, yet in many cafes, th 
eftimated tonnage is fomewhat under the real : tah 


. 
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ij, therefore that quantity, and eftimating the Weft. 1790. 
ia fhips, with all their expences at fea, at only Part II.: 
#o per ton, the amount is £ 2,427,210, Leeann 
‘Che amount paid by the Britith Weft-India trade 

tehip owners, for freight alone, may be eftimated as 

fiows : | | 

f-mewards to Great-Britain, as above - £ 560,000 
():wards on Britith manufactures, &c. about 120,000 

Orth manufactures exported, and eA PE db 
Yionsin fhips clearing out fromG.Britain 

( exports.from the Weft-Indies to Ireland 14,000 
CJexports. from ditto to Britifh America, 

Badecnes United: States or<.9 2 molbine 
imports from America to the W. Indies, 
: “luding fhips clearing out from G. Britain 


25,000 


{ 200,000 


icinence Total freight £ 941,000 
)/owhich, add the fieight paid, in the price. of P. 394: 
Noes, to the African :fhips, andithis Article alone 
W be found above a million {terling.: Moft-certainly 
i  Raucon of Weft. Indiacproduce, will affeét the 

auty of freight; and if the fhips now-employed 
tat trade don’t get other employ, it mult affect 
i price. The famé cautes will reduce the tonnage, 
w number of feamen.: The increafe of price of — 
I Weit-India produce will- be neéceffary to counter. 
Mince it’s diminution, to rake ithe éftaces as pro- 
Hive as at prefent. A diminution of Wett-India 
I Ace, aif caufed by any difficulty of getting ne- 
HS, Will raife their price, when to be had. The 
F ‘ale. Of price of produce, will certainly diminith 
f Yonfumption, and the export of ‘it from Greate 
MDs. ; v 
_)aving never been in the Wett-Indies, 


all 


| \ he can only 
p< trom tacts well authenticated, of generally ad- 

| f The committee of council in’ Jamaica ftated, 
eclieves from the tax-rolls, that the flaves there in 


>) Were, about £67,000, “Governor Keith in 
i 1774 


ae a ee, 
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wy 240,000, at the leaft: But obferves that the numb, 
on the tax-rolls, was only 210,894. Governor Kei) 


P. 395. 
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1774, about 193,000. Governor Clarke in 1787, » 
256,000. The affembly in 1787 ftated the flaves . 


fays, his number in 1774 was from the tax roll Iss bi 


there were at leaft 10,000 more, as many jobbers ar 
‘others gave not in their numbers. The witne 


thinks, the only fair calculation can be from the ta: 


rolls, according to which, he gave in this ftatement 
Slaves, d 


In 1768, the number was about- - - - 167,06 
Left in the iland to 1774, inclufive - - 41,04 


Left in the ifland from 1774 to 1787, inclufive ed 


esa PRT USE 


295,06 


Deduét on the tax-rolls in 1787+ - = -« 210,86 


The deficiency in 1g years is- + -- - = Baye 
or 4,461 annually, ie. 2.34 (in decimals) pet es 


per annum, on the medium number. if 
1768 167,000 j ad ! 
1787 ————= 210,894 ie 


3)570,894( 190,298 is the medicnin| 
The calculation of lofs in the firft 6 years, will be 
In 1768 the number was- - 9- + + = 167,06 . 


Left in the ifland to 1774, inclufive - - be 


Deduct on the tax-rolls in 1774 = 


The deficiency in 6 yeaiswas - + - - ae: 
or 2.506 per annum, 1.€. 1.4 per cent per ann 


on the medium number, al 


1768 167,000 . 


31774 ——— 193,000 | 
ae | 


2)360,000( 180,006 is the medium 4 ' 
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{The calculation of lofs the la!t 13 years will be: 


W774, the number was - = = + ~- 193,000 Part IT. 
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1790. 


Mit inthe ilandto1787  - += - «= - 87,624 vw 
P. 395: 


4! . Shae 
if 280,624 
Idu&t onthe tax rollsinr787- - - - 210,894 
pie deficiency in 13 years was - = = = 69,730 
5,364 per annum, or 2,65 per cent, per annum, 
4 the medium number, 

1774 ———= 193,000 

VY 1787 ——— 210,894 


BB IRR 


7 2)403,894(201,947 is the medium N° 
)The laft 13 years was marked by war and re- 
yited hurricanes, from which for the firft 6 Ja- 
qjica was exempt. The whole 19 years form no 
‘air average of the circumftances of the iflands ; 
Wi it appears, the population of Jamaica for thofe 


aiyears, has diminifhed more than two and one- 


| 


Tru per cent on the medium number ; that it has 


ye 


i‘ growing,ratio,as has becn ttated, that admitting 
Mpco flaves to have perifhed in the above periods, 
fm hurricanes, the diminifhed population in 
J Naica alone will remain nearly 70000 in Ig years; 
ft a lols of two and one-third per cent. upon 
4,000 flaves, faid to be in the Britifh Weft Indies 
110,500 and may be computed as the immediare 
aiiual diminution of the number, fhould the 
fe-trade be abolifhed. 
de is certain that an. abolition of the flave-trade 
ild be followed by an immediate decay of the 
lit of the Britifh merchants who have confider- 
a: Engagements with the Weft Indies, and that 
fy would be obliged, however unwilling, to prefs 
« debtors, and to foreclofe mortgages, to the 
*) of many plantations, whofe value would be 
Hcted by the quantity of fuch property at market, 
U and 


: a ae 
ee a 


Cninifhed in an increafing ratio, and not increafed ' 
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planters, wh 
might for a while feel 


W. Inpies. 


Much of the Jamaica rum is fold on the eft’, 
or atthe next fhipping port. What 1s fent home f 


the planter, is generally configned to him to wha 
ar i {on 


he fends his fugar. 


Infurance outwar 


the houfe. | 


The Weft India merchant ts often the hufband) 
fhips, and holds his fhare of them. The fhare of ¢ 
merchant in general is f{wppofed much lefs now, un 
it wasfome years age. q 


1790. and the notoriety of the caufe of their fale. T 
Part UL. Britifh merchants, finding their profits diminifh w: 
t-—~ the diminifhed produce of the iflands, muft r- 
ceffarily leffen the expence, by which they cont+ 

bute to the revenue, and muft look forward to th 

ruin of the trade, that they and their families he? 
depended on. He_ believes many rich Weft In 

ofe eftates are large and full-hand’, 
little injury from the aboliti 
and even receive a temporary benefit from it, whe 
the prefent fyftem of colony regulation is continu, 
as by the ruin of f{maller planters, whofe flaves thy 
would buy, their rivals would be diminithed ; [ 
that they and the kingdom at | 
the ruinous event of the abolition, in the total dey 
of the fugar colonies, and in the dependance of Grit 
Britain on foreigners for her immenfe confumpt 2 
of their produce. i, 
In lending money on a Weft India eftate, ¢ 
annual produce is more confidered than the nomi’ 
value. | 
The London merchant has 24 per cent. co 
miffion on the grofs fales of produce, the fame'a 
amount of fupplies fhipped, and § per cent, a 
making infurarnce on each, , 


G. Hrszert. 


arge, muft foon fl 


Wy 
i 


——s 


ds or homewards, is always me 
on a policy, deliverable to the planter on dema |. 
If the merchant ftands part of the rifk, it 1S as fl 
under-writer, as an individual, not in the firay 


r 


if 
Ne 


} 
; 
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The eftates do not require fupplies in proportion 
, their produce. 
The planters often draw bills on the merchants to 


Mi 
Infelf from the fale of the fugars, for the fums 
yvanced to the planter, for ftores fent out, com- 
ijions, &c. but where there is a connection (and 
1 


is in keeping the account balanced cannot be ex- 


jom*their produce is confiened, to pay for the 
jves they may buy. The planter has often credit 
jthe ifland for the flaves he buys. When he draws 
\ his merchant, at the expiration of that credit; 


draws at the ifland ufance, or, if for a longer 
ve, intereft for fuch time is included in the bill. 
ls from Jamaica are ufually drawn at go days 


yht, they may be, on an average, 2 months on 


/ voyave. 
n all cafual bufinefs, the merchant reimburfes 


fuch there is commonly an advance) fuch exact. 


ted. | 
inthe war, it was certainly difficult to fell Weft 


I 


Tilia eftates to advantage ; and he thinks the agita- 
t1 of the queftion of the flave trade has in part 
fewed that difficulty. 
ney on Weft India eftates has certainly increafed 
ye the peace; and, if not entirely prevented by 
, agitation of the prefent quettion, he believes it to 
_becaufe they who well know the value of the 
v& India trade, cannot believe the abolition of 


The facility of borrowing 


flave trade, on which that commerce depends, 


MW take place, 
j{s to eitates which have kept up their faves 
Wout importation, he can recollect but one, 


a, ng all with whom his houfe was connetted, that 
*) 
iF 


Lord Dudley, which he underftands, is pecu- 


ai’'y fortunate in fituation, eafy of labour, number 
ylaves and proportion of the fexes. In 1776, their 
wer was 637, in 1788 it had increafed only 31, 
fiat time it was exempt from any of thofe cala- 


es that affeéted the neighbouring eftates, yet 
| U 2 there 
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there were two years in which there was decreafe, ¢ 


one year they have no account, and in one yei 


there was neither increafe or decreafe. In 178! 
there was 222 men, 220 women, 59 boys, 41 girl 


126 children, 608 in all. The late Lady Dudld 


faid, that the eflate did not pay her above 3 pi 
cent. onthe capital advanced. He 1s not certain, bi 


believes, that in the period juft mentioned, no nei 


negroes were bought for Lord Dudley’s eftate. 
In 1787, Jamaica did not make its average cro. 
7°7 g 


The importation into London only, was 10,0c 
hogfheads lefs than in 1785. and 13,000 lefs than" 
1788. Has always underftood the leeward iflani 


made much lefs than an average crop in 178) 
the year on which he calculated for all the We 
Indies. } | 

In Jamaica of late years there has been co 
{tantly a premium paid to drawers of bills on Gre 
Britain, at ufance from 5 to ro per cent. A lary’ 


debt due from Welt India iflands to Foreigner’ 


contracted, as he believes, on the faith of parli! 
ment, their being an aét exprefsly encouraging « 


A very confiderable quantity of herrings is fen 


from Scotland, Ireland, and Newfoundland, to th 
Weit Indies for negroes. t 

The feamen employed in thofe fifheries aren) 
included in the above eftimate, except fuch Nev 
foundland feaman as may occalionally carry the hi 
to the Weft Indies. fl 

When he ftated that the rich planter, whofe efla’ 
is large and full-handed, may find a_ tempora! 


bencfit in a greater price, fhould the abolition of t) 
flave trade diminith the number of his rivals at th 


market, he prefumed on his being able to keep! 


his flaves and produce during fuch temporary benef} 
Thinks the diminution of produce from the abolitic 
mult increafe in compound progreffion, and that!) 
price could not be afforded here any way adequa’ 


to fuch a diminution, If the price was much hight 


q 


be 


- 


* | 


‘if Lord Shuldham (Admiral) has obferved the be- 


t 


| 
t 


W. Inptss. G. Hreperr. 
e believes, an equal confumption could not be ex- 
yeCted, for it was generally thought much affected 


| 
| 


yy the high prices laft war. 


Has heard lord Dudley’s eftate is feparated from 
thers, in a particular way. Has often heard perfons: 
sho lived on it fay, this peculiar fituation keeps the 
eoroes from rambling at night, and getting vene- 
eals, pleurifies, &c. which tend to leffen popu- 
ation. And alfo from being infected with the {mall- 
yox, &c. The attorney or manager informs them 
hat when by a late contagion, many of the neigh- 
youring eftates fuffered, that eftate loft none, and 


ad but few all of it. 


Witnefs examined. — Admiral SHutpHaM. 


)aviour of mafters to their negro flaves, in the iflands 


o their fervants in this kingdom. 


wis holicil eth 


there he has commanded, to have been mild, gentle, 
nd indulgent, equal to that generally {hewn by matters 
| The flaves were 
ecently clothed, and properly for the climate, and 
temed perfectly fatisfied with their victuals, and 


 pdging: He never heard them make any complaints ; 
hey are in all refpects perfectly fatisfied, fo, that when 


midfhpiman, he envied their condition, and often 


- withed to be in the fame fituation. 


In his opinion, the Weft-Indies could not be cul- 
ivated to advantage by Europeans, it muft be attended 


with immenfe expence, and the lofs of a greater 
/ umber of lives, from effect of climate on European 


onftitutions. | | 
| French Weft-Indiamen he confiders as one of the 
mincipal fources of the French naval power; thefe 


“ups he does not think remarkably fine veffels ; they 
yre of about 3 or 400 tons, and manned pretty much 


'§ our own; but itis 27 or 28 years ago, fince he was 
a that part of the world, 


, 
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W.Inprzs.-Witnefs examined—Adm. BARRIN CTON, 


Admiral Barrington has obferved, that the matters 
in the iflands where he has commanded, have alway, | 
behaved to their flaves with the greateft humanity: 
The flaves appeared properly fed, clothed, and lodged, 
and more labour did not feem to be required of then. 
than they could properly bear. They are, in general, 
perfectly fatisfied with their condition, fo much fo, 
that when being miferable himfelf, (from being « 
months Commander in Chief, without an opportunity 
of revenging the infults of France) he has feen then 
fo happy, that he wifhed himfelf a negro; but wher, 
he had his full revenge, he never withed himéelf < cM 
negro afterwards. | 

He does not conceive the plantations in the Wet a 
Indies could be cultivated to advantage by Europeans, Ih 

Ships employed in the French Weft-India tr ade, he, 
confiders as one of the principal fources of the nava, 
power of France; they are remarkably fine veflels; 
have, he fuppofes, double the number of hands that, 
our fhips have, and are as large or larger than ours ir, 
the fame trade. He conceives the French have of late, 
years encreafed their Weft-India trade, and alfo the 
number of their Weft-India fhips. 

The Britifh Weft-India trade is no doubt a confider- 
able nurfery for feamen. He holds it by all means, 
important to keep up, and encourage the flave-trade: : 
its abolition, will tend to reduce the Weft-India trade,, 
and confequently to lefien the number of fhips, and 
feamen. ” 

In the laft war, he was three months at Barbadoes; 
and on fhore every day, where he had continual op- 
portunities of obferving the fituation of the negroes;, 
and conduct of their mafters; he never knew any act, 
of eruclty; by the owners, on their flaves, nor ever faw 
a punithment, but one, which was that of a negro, : 
woman by her own hufband. as | 

he | 


W. InpDIES. 


BARRINGTON. 


_ The flaves in Barbadoes are more comfortably 
_bdged, and much cleaner than.the labouring people 
_f Ireland, and in general in the Weft-Indies they ap- 
eared happier than the labouring poor in Ireland, and 
any parts of Great-Britain. 

_ Whether by proper regulations the ftock of negroes 
ould be kept up without importation from Africa, is 
‘queftion he cannot anfwer; he has heard, that fome 
ery few plantations may keep up their {tock ;—for 
xample, Comiffioner Martin’s. 


Nitnefs examined—Adm. Marriott Arsurunoy. 


Admiral Arbuthnot having commanded on the Weft 
‘ndia ftation, has been frequently in plantations, both 
‘a St. Kitt’s and Jamaica, and never obferved the leaft 
jruelty to flaves ; has feen them punifhed, but neither 
thumanly nor wantonly, and by no means fo feverely 
sa Bnitifh foldier or failor ; they are clothed according 
) the climate, and fed with the utmoft care, having 
round allotted for that purpofe, befides other Pro- 
ifions from America, and conftantly from Eneland ; 
1 point of lodging, and accommodation, thcy are 
etter off than the labouring poor in Ireland. No more 
abour is required of them than they can properly bear, 
heir labour is not equal to that of fcamenin a man 
{ war, in heaving down or clearing; fo far are they 
rom a defponding ftate, that they have as joyous 
foments as any of us: He has been very happy 
monett them. 

He calculates, in Jamaica, there are 16,000 whites, 
nd 200,000 blacks, and that it is impoffible for this 
ountry to fend out 200,000 in their room; therefore 
he plantations in the Weft-Indies cannot be cultivated 
0 advantage by Europeans. Says, that in 1730, he 
vas midthipman to a 40 gun fhip, that carried out 2 
! | regiments 
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1790. regiments to Jamaica, where the colonel died in ; 
Part [I. fortnight, the greateft part of the officers, and thie 
W~— fourths of the» regiment in little more than a year. 

The fhips in the French Weit-India trade, he doe, 
not confider asa principal fource of their naval power 
but of great confequence to them; he knows nothin, | 
of the veflels, nor how they are manned. 

The Britith Weft-India trade, he thinks, 1s a niieter 
‘for feamen, and that important to be kept up, and tha, 
the abolition of the flave trade, will affuredly tend ty 
reduce the Weft-India trade, and leffen the number 0, 
fhips and fearmen; andthe grounds of this opinion ary 

P. 410. a AOSD Re that if all the “feamen employed in any 
trade, do not die by unhealthy climate, thofe. tha, 
return, will be ufeful to their country. The feaime, | 
from Guinea fhips were of great ufe laft war ij) 
a manning our fleet, but at what period, he does noy) 
ee know, not having been at the Windward iflands, wher, 
A ane the {hips received great recruits from Africa. ej 

HM He does not know whether any regulations woul, 
a keep up the ftock of negroes, without importation, but 
i thinks it impoffible that any improvements or bette 

a regulations can be made: Our labourers earn they 
bread pith greater difficulty than the negroes, j 

The negroes ate beyond comparifon better treatey ” 
now, than 5a en he firft knew the Weft-Indies in 1763; 
in particular, they are much improved in Jamaica; 

where they are treated more humanely, and in generg 

appear comfortable. He anfwers that their clothin:, 

P. 411. is well adapted to the climate; they want for nothing) 
and feemed fatisfied. Every plantation of 140 ne. 

groes had a furgeon. 

During the laft war, he was not in the Weft- Indies, 
he was in the Weft-Indies in the year 1763, and bein; 
afked on what grounds he thinks the flaves an 
treated now than formerly, he anfwers, that he onl, 


comines himfelf to the year na 3y. VW 
Witnel 


—— 


N. Inpizs—~ W itnefs examined—Admiral Epwarps. 


- Admiral (Richard) Edwards ferved in the Weft- 
ndies in 1731, 1763, 1760, and 1761. Has not 
“een refident in the iflands, and does not know any 
Aing very particular of the behaviour of matters 
ywards their flaves ; does not recollect any particular 
tuelties; and in particular eftates has obferved a 
_aare of humanity to the negroes ; he never heard any 
omplaints of their provifions, and as to their clothing, 
‘e has moftly obferved them naked, fome inftances 
ixcepted. He never knew any inftance of more 
abour required of. them than they could bear. He 
y no means conceives the Weft-India plantations 
ould be cultivated by the labour of Europeans. 
| He has been on the coaft of Africa, and when there 
‘eceived and redrefied a few complaints of the men 
n board African fhips, of want of provifions, and 
ther cafual matters; thinks the feamen treated in 
us as in other trades; never was any where but men 
ad mafters made mutual complaints: believes, if 
ne flave trade were abolifhed, the French and Dutch 
ould engrofs the trade of the Gold Coatft. 

He believes the flaves treated better now than when 
© firft was in the Weft-Indies ; thinks moft flaves 
a the Gold Coaft are fupplied from the Along-fhore- 
_ paft, from the different forts, and the boats which go 
‘ten for a week or longer trading from the hips; 
unks the numbers fold to other Europeans would be 
creafed on our abolifhing the flave trade, and that 
ie fhould be forced to buy of them. He never heard 
- an African flave in Wett-Indies exprefs a with 
yyeturn home. The flave trade, as combined with 
¢ Weft-India trade to England, he apprehends, is of 
wal confequence in manning the Britifh navy, in 
ne of war, as any trade he knows; thinks the abo- 
ton of, or a check to either of thefe trades would 
X ‘produce 
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1790. produce no sood to the navy. As to preventing the. 
Part Il, fmuggling of new negroes into the Weit-India iflands, i 
w~—— jt could no more be prevented than fmuggling any | 
where elf. The flaves in all the iflands furnifh the, 
fhips of war with live ftock, &c. tor they have bum-, 


7 


boats, as we have at Spichead, and elfewhere ; but not! 


fays, he could have no converfation with any one, as 
to the inclinations of negroes to return home, becaufe 
he never knew any thing of their inclinations for it. 


Admiral (William) Hotham has known the Wet, | 
India iflands from a boy, and never found the condutt, 
of matters to flaves otherwife than very proper. The) 
rreatment of flaves was mild and humane; they) 
feemed properly fed, clothed, and lodged; he never — 
thought more labour was required of them than they 
could properly bear; they cid not appear defponding, — 
but very well fatisfied with their conaition, and always)” 

| very chearful. Judges it impoffibic to cultivate the — 
P. 415. Weft-Indies by Europeans,—their conftitution would, 
not bear it. | 

) 

i 


The fhips in the French Weft-India trade he thinks 

a principal fource and nurfery of the naval power of, 
France; fays they are fine ihips, as large or larger 
than Britith Weft-India fhips, but knows not how they, 
are manned. He thinks the Britifh Weft-India trade a, 
confiderable nurfery forfeamen, the African trade alloa’ 
nurfery; thefe two trades are advantageous in fupplying)_ 
fearnen-in time of war, and they fhould therefore be, 
kept up; thinks the abolition of the flave trade would 
reduce the Weft-India trade, and leffen its fhipsand fea- | 
P. 4:6. men, He has been often on fhore in the Welt- lig 

an 
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{frequently obferved the condition of flaves, and the 


haviour of their mafters towards them; was On 
‘Wm. Coddrington’s eftate, for 6 weeks or 2 months, 


{ had daily opportunities of obferving their treat- 


which they were well treated ; with no particular 


‘erity; he has been five or fix years in the Weft- 


) 
nts and has been occafionally en other eftates, on all 
| 
| 
lies, at different times, and does not recollect to have 


n more than 3 or 4. punifhments, and is far from 
iking the planters may be juitly accuted of cruelty 
wanton feverity.—The flaves in all the iflands carry 


ja confiderable traffic in fupplying the fleets with 
wvifion, who pay them more with fhips provifions 
exchange, than with money; but thefe provifions he 
ieved were for the perfonal profit of the fave. On 
abolition of the flave trade, he fhould think it 


10ft impoffible to prevent the fmuggling of new 
7es into the iflands: What number of fhips could 


ificacy of the regulations made to prevent the 


. Indies. —Witnefs examined— Captain Lamnert. 


Captain (Robert) Lambert has ferved in the Weft- 
lies, at different times, 8 or 9 years, particularly in 
maica; he ferved firft in a king’s fhip, afterwards 
commiffioner at Port Royal. 
‘ufage to the flaves, but thought they generally 
med happy, and faw nothing to the centrary of their 
‘ng properly fed, clothed, and lodged; it did not 


He never obferved 


dear to him that more labour was required of them 


in they could properly bear, always faw them chear- 


after leaving work ; thinks he fees more defponding 


pple in this country, than among the negroes: 1s 
‘the Weft-India plantations could not be cultivated 
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flaves have fufficient food for their work. Little clott' 


W. Invites. Lampert. | 
to advantage by Europeans, From number # 
fhips and the number of men carried, he thinks i 
fhips in the French Weft-India trade a principal fous 


4 
M 


of their naval power. Their Weft-India fhips 


f 
x 
i 
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extremely fine, large, and well manned. The Brity 
Weft-India trade forms a confiderable nurfery !f 
feamen in time of war; he never had any other meay 
of recruiting his fhip than from Weft-Indiame), 
imagines it highly important to keep up and encouray 
the Weft-India trade. The abolition of the fla 
trade would undoubtedly tend to leffen the Weft-Indy, 
trade, and the number of fhips and feamen, Were th 
flave trade abolifhed, it would not be poffible to pr. 
vent the running new flaves into the iflands, kt 
thinks he left Jamaica in 1784; fays only from he 
fay, that the population cannot be kept up withe; 
continuing the importation of African flaves; w) 
obliged to have the king’s flaves under his direétiy 
replenifhed, to carry on conftant work; thefe wei 
moftly men, who had wives, but neither their wiv, 
nor children belong to the king, He has known 
greater number of men come to the navy from Gu 
neamen than from other fhips, becaufe they carty| 
greater number. Does not know of any confiderali 
number of plantations able to fupport their fteck) 
flaves, without purchafing recruits. i 


W.Indies.—W itnefs exam’— Commodore GARDNE! 
: i 

Commodore (Allan) Gardner has ferved in all th 
Weft-India iflands, and returned from Jamaica Augv 
1789.4, Cannot point out any particular improprie’ 
of conduct of matters to flaves, as in all countries theli 
may be good and bad; in Jamaica he believes tl 
treatment in general humane and mild. He believé 


Ing is neceffary in tropical climates, but once ¢ 
nee es twit 


W. InbDIEs. GARDNER. 


alve a year he believes a certain proportion of cloaths 
gin general diftributed to every flave. 
wing, huts are provided, the comfort of which 
jjends on themfelves. No more labour is required 
b)aem than they can properly bear; a labouring man 
-ngland does twice the work of a negro. ‘Thinks 
ijn not in a defponding ftate; as in this country, 
i)e are fome conftitutionally of a melancholy turn ; 
#1 their chearfulnefs out of work-time, and readi- 
hy to engage in diverfions, he believes them perfeétly 
@ified with their condition. Firmly believes the 
ft-India plantations could not be cultivated by 
E opeans, having known Jamaica 24 years; he re- 
iid the laft three as commander upon a penn allotted 
the admiral, and attended to the cultivation of 
ut 80 acres. During the hurricane months he 
joyed perfons fkilful in farming, from the fhips, 
Jant corn, to mow and make hay; they worked 
‘in the morning early and in the cool of the 
ling, and yet, though allowed extra provifions and 
% were unable to go through this bufinefs: he 
efore fubftituted negroes. From this circum- 
ce, and obferving that book-keepers, when 
ai ading to negroes, ftand under umbrellas, he is 
mc Europeans cannot ftand the climate. He 
V 
tt © naval power ; they are confiderably larger than 
) own, and better manned. ‘The Britifh Wett- 
Ma trade is a nurfery for feamen, and extremely 
“ntageous for fupplying men in time of war ; it 1s 
fortant to keep up and encourage it, io long as the 
ods are thought worth keeping. He confiders, if 
lave trade were abolifhed, there is an end of the 
nies, as the negroes are the very finews of the 
Hter. He thinks it impoffible to keep up the ftock 
Ol flaves without importation from Africa; and 
Blinds this opinion on the difproportion of females 
tnales, promifcuous cohabitation, the difeafes thence 

2a ey i arifing 


‘ 


Ks it cannot be doubted, that fhips in the French 
{t-India trade are one of the principal fources of 
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W. Inpres. GARDNER, , 
arifing, and the difeafes hes bring al them fn 
the Coat of Guinea. Suppofes there are three mi's 
males than females has always appeared to him. '¢ 
is confident they are much better treated now tn 
when he -firft knew the ifland; their burden gr rus 
daily lighter, and they are better fed, clothed, t 
attended to. Believes there are very fev if any pl = 
tations able to fupport their ftock without new recrvs, 
Has not made this an object of enquiry. Has 2 
fided, except 6 or 7 weeks, for 3 years on fhoreit 
Jarnaica ; 1s of opinion, if ‘eftates had kept up thir 
number without importation, he fhould have hear’ it 
remarked. On the arrival of a cargo, the plan's 
are ajl anxious to purchafe, and many involve the/- 
felves in debt by fo doing. They can purchafe negr $ 
only becaufe they confider them neceflary to ¢ 
cultivation of their eftates. As a proof that the: , 
tlements of eftates are much encreafed fince he {f 

fe) 


knew Jamaica, he fays, that there are now 50, 
more negroes there than there were then. He '- 
lieves he has heard in converfation, that there may € 
eight or ten eftates in Jamaica that have kept up ut 
ftock without buying imported negroes. | 


ie 
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W. Indies. —Witnefs examined—Lord MacartN 


Lord Macartney was upwards of 3 years in 
Welt-Indies, as governor of Grenada, ei Grenadit 
and ‘iobago, frorn 1776 to 1779. Treatment 
negroes there depends much on the temper of | 
mafter, whofe behavicur is greatly regulated by. 
own intereft, connected with the well- being 0 
flave. Thinks in general their behaviour 1s mild 
humane; has heard ofa very few bad examples, | I 
not known them. A bad mafter is always much ¢ 
{piled by his fellow planters. 

Sla"s 


ae ee eS 


SS 


W. INDIES. 


Macartney. 


Jiys paid to them. . Thinks no more labour re- 
y ed of flaves than they can well bear. Some parts 
y cultivation require more labour than others; but 
Ks a labouring man in England works fuil as muck, 
M negro. 
lefpondency of negroes depends on the countries 
‘come from. ‘They are brought from an extent 
woaft of 40 deerees of latitude. In fume of the 
tries he has underftood they were flaves before 
Hrtation; in others the government is different, 
De, as the Coromantees, living he believes under 
3 defpotic government, are high fpirited, and not 
i fubmiffive to their condition. Flas heard there 
§1¢ nation of negroes which are prone to fuicide at 
ie, and have confequently given the examples of 
fame di{pofition when brought to our iflands, 

le believes many fiaves, aiter having been fome 
‘time in our iflands, would not go back if they 


ud. 

_/hinks that no man, who has beena year in Weft- 
ies, through all the feafons, can think it poffible 
Cultivate Weft-Indies to advantage by Europeans. 
v hout great care they can fcarcely preferve their 
Mth, without labor. 


ever having had a plantation, he cannot well anfwer 
Iqueftion, whether prefent {tock of negroes, in the 
Mids he governed, could be kept up without freth 
Wlies from Africa. , 

she prefent {late of refidents there he does not 
Su”; when he was governor, many perfons of large 
Hes Were refident, and many abfent; but having 
jhis papers, when the iflands were taken, he cannot 
ace aicertain the proportion. 

yecollects having heard a gentleman in Grenada 
calculated the comparative excnce of breeding, 
that. of buying imported Africans; and that he 
was 
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Maves in gerteral feemed properly fed, clothed, and 1790. 
‘yed. Intereft of mafter and exertion of flave are Part if. 
,onnected witn thefe things, that great attention is “~~ 
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1790. was of opinion, it was more for his intereft to we’ 
Part II. out his flaves in a few years, and fupply their plas 
tev by frefh purchafes, than to work them moderatiy: 

like his neighbours. Whether he reduced his opin 
to practice he does not know; but poffibly he dj i 
he was a new fubject, not an ‘Enelifhman, and |: 

‘ttle refpected in the colony. 
at Does not recollect the laws of the ifland give iy 
effectual remedy to a flave againft his mafter; «¢ 
fact of remedy he knows, viz. a little before his arri'] 
a white man was hanged for murdering a black wom’, 
He repeats, that in general, he believes flaves are 
ill ufed, it being contrary to the intereft of thr 
mafters. cab) 
The number of white perfons on an eftate'm 
depend on number of negroes; ona large plantata 
there fhould be and ufually are a manager, undi-, 
Tena manager,and a doctor: on many eftates there are m¢'. 
ae - Does not recolleét what legal protection free negris 
Lt ee enjoy, but conceives they might be redrefs’d b. 
ee aa magiftrate in the ufual manner :—he is not certain! 
: As to a white perfon, defirous of committing ant 
vi of violence ona flave or free negro, being able to fid 
a an opportunity, when all the whites fhould be out 
i the way, of executing his purpofe without fear of leil 

a conviction, he thinks he might, in the fame ways 
ei P. 427. again{t a white, if all the whites were out of the w5 

ae conviction depending on a jury, if brought to trie 
a Does not recolle& any inftance of negro evidei¢ 
ae being admitted. | 

i He conceives the ftate of a nesro, exclufive of lib 

ty, which is a fentiment felt by every Englifhm) 
and which few negroes feel in the fame extent, toie 
very comfortable. Being in general well fed, vil 
clothed, taken care of when file and having ev 
thing provided for him, he fears no creditors, whi 
a 

a 


in 
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on the whole renders his ftate, exclufive of the i 
of being a flave, perhaps as comfortable as a 7 
in this es | 
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| To the bet of his recollection, the whites on the 
sjand were 1,400, and the negroes 33,000. 

4 Not having had either a plantation or any confide- 
yjble number of negroes, cannot tell whether they 
jok forward in general to a ftate of freedom with 
miety. Thofe of his own family were fo happy, 
at he believes they never had, at leaft, they never 
ynified a with to him to be free; he made them 
ye on his arrival in England, and they returned as 
ike to Grenada. Conceives many field negroes defire 
| be free, but knows not what would become of 
“jem if they were: he imagines they would with to 
oo to their former ftate. In fome cafes freedom 
' held out to them in the claufes of fome of the acts, 
ja reward or a temptation, But no negro can be 
jade free in Grenada without great expence,—he 
Wheves 1ool. currency to his mafter. Does not 
ow whether the protection of their mafters is the 
“ft fecurity that negroes enjoy againft ill treatment 
"pm other perfons : it is one undoubtedly ; it may be 
|e beft. 

“Being afked whether he does not imagine, that as 
Higro evidence is not in any cafe taken, numberlefs 
“portunities of gratifying a difpofition to ill-treat 
igroes may occur to a white man, without any fear 
») legal punifhment, anfwers, that though he faid he 
i 
P 


‘ 
i 
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Ss not remember negro evidence ever admitted at 
wrenada, he does not know that cafes may not 
cur, in which it may; he heard that on Mr. Franklin’s 
)al in Tobago, attempts were made to introduce 
but it was not received. Cannot fay what ope- 
ed on the minds of thofe Britith fubjeé&ts who 
rchafed lands, and extended large capitals in Gre- 
Mda (whether they were led to it by a dependance 
the faith of parliament, for their protection and 
itivation, or not.) Suppofes they expected their 
Fofit from the fame mode of cultivation as had been 
faCtifed before. Has underftood they have borrowed 
Jg¢ fums of money from Foreigners, and believes 


they 
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1790. they did fo under the faith of parliament; he fuppcs 
Pare If. that if from the want of cultivation, the eftates beca’e 
tex of no Value, fome other provifion would be made'y 
the legiflature to indemnify the creditors. Withes 
avoid giving any opinion as to whether the abolitin 
of the flave trade muft neceflarily make thofe eftcs 
of no value. i” 

He has heard inftances of worfe treatment of negn's 
in Grenada under the French government than ait 
it came under the Englifh government, but does kriw 
the facts himfelf. a 

Not having any eftate of his own, and living chi'y 
in town, he cannot from his own obfervation fay, tit 
when the proprietor of flaves becomes diftreft in'i 
circumftances, the flaves fuffer for fuch embarafinat 
by a diminution of their fubfiftence, or increafei 


= 


t 


their labour; he thinks it poffible, and believes t 


may have fuffered jut as fervants do here by i 


diftrefs of their mafters. 


W.Indies.— Witnefs <kainined. SiTouN DAME 
Sir Tohn Dalling Bart. refided as foldier and got 


nor in Jamaica, off and on from the taking of 


Havannah till i781. Great attention is paid by 0! 
ters to flaves. The worft mafter is the freed net 


Treatment of flaves is in general mild and hum 


particularly of the field negroes. ‘They are well 
and though fornetimes unfavourable feafons malt 


” 


{carcity, the planters, from humanity, as Well@ 


intereft, feck provifions for them at any expe! 


‘Their clothing and lodging are well adapted to(! 
cimate. The general work of negroes is not t(? 
called labour, according to the acceptation 01” 


word here; a well regulated plantation is not am: 


pieafant obje& to the eye and mind. Great atten! 
is paid them in ficknefs ; and in old-age they are | 


l 
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(flight work. A defponding negro is generally a 1790. 
yng that from refractorinefs'or difinclination does Part IT, 
y) chufe to work. Among fuch numbers there muft -~— 
ljmany of ungovernable temper as among us; in P. 431. 
tj military line the difgufting punifhments are gene- 
ty divided among 20 or 30 in a regiment from 
to 700 men. A well minded negro looks for- 
-d to fomething better than his prefent ftate. That 
ty are in general fatisfied, may appear from their 
ty having been incited to defolation and murder long 
Jore this period by the public conduct of this country, 
Wich has doubtlefs been exaggerated to them through 
yjious channels. 
‘Win the mountains of Jamaica an European might, 
his labour, poffibly produce enough for his con- 
fpption, but no where in the ifland any of the ftaple 
@nmodities. Great-Britain could not bear the con- 
WH ption of men to cultivate the plantations; the 
jing people fent out for book-keepers can fcarce be 

wt alive, though without work. Umbrellas were 
jeflary for them when ftanding out, and would be 
Tyre fo if working; and a negro or white perfon 

{t be obliged to hold it over them. 
Ae is fure the prefent ftock of negroes cannot be 
Wt up wichout an annual importation from Africa. 
Me abolition of the flave-trade would by degrees 
ive the ruin of every proprietor, and produce beg- 
iy to his defcendants, and by degrees alfo, he fears 
‘Kruptcy to this country. 
-annot fpeak pofitively to the annual decreafe of a P. 432. 
en ftock of negroes not recruited by purchafe, but 
ually depends on fituation. Imported negroes 
1g many diforders with them; exclufive of fuch, 
lappy fituations, the confumption is trifling, but in 
Yholefome ones, which are many, it is great. 
ne of the diforders of imported negroes, fuch as 
rs and flux, are infectious. He infers the impoffi- 
ty of keeping up the ftock by breeding, under 
per regulations and expedients, from their own 
| Y2  ——_ irregulariti¢s 
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1790. irregularities. He believes when in health, the negro! 
Part II. are capable of doing all kinds of work they ai 
term called to. | 


P. 433. 
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If a man ufes his flave ill to a degree, he | 
amenable to the magiftrate; if he deftroys him wa! 
tonly, he is tried for his life. He does not recolle| 
any inftances of conviction and punifhment of whi 
men for ill ufing their own, or other men’s flavi 
Chief protection of negroes from ill ufage by ott: 
perfons, confifts in fome degree in the intereft thi’ 
mafters have in protecting them, but he hopes frei 
humanity alfo. ae 4 

Underftands the Spaniards treat their flaves bet 
than we; we better than the French; and the Frem 
better than the Dutch. “ 

Free negroes in Jamaica follow different trades, \3 
carpenters, mafons, &c. but wanting regulation a: 
debauched, and a great nuifance; they raife and bris 
flock to market for fale. i 

There are, he believes, many more males thi 
females, but of late he underftands the planters woul 
prefer a greater proportion of females. He nev 
heard much about the comparative cheapnefs of brec- 
ing negroes, and working them out and recruiting) 
buying imported flaves: he holds the importatil 
from Africa neceffary, both for keeping up the prefe; 
cultivation and extending it. A planter in eafyc: 
cumftances he is perfuaded would buy more negr¢3 
from humanity, to eafe the work of thofe he alrea’’ 
had. © | y 

For extending the cultivation of the ifland, all 
opening new grounds, a greater number of negrei 
would be requifite. He is purfuaded the lofs: 
clearing new grounds, would be great in proporti!! 
to that in working of old fettled plantations. | 

Comparing the fituation of field and domef: 
negroes, he repeats, the field negroes looks forward: 
fomething better, that is, to the cultivation of his 0 
grounds and ftock, which not only produce t 
, neceffar 
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seceffaries of life, but, with the overplus, give him what 


} 


vith him. 

. The number of domettic flaves may be trifling at 
jirft, but as their progeny are never turned into the 
geld, they augment greatly in a few years. 

| Many Britifh families carry over white domeftics, 
out the mafters and fervants foon tire of each other. 
“Vlore of them return to this country in proportion, 
{han of thofe whofe duty requires them to be expofed 
'o the viciffitudes of the climates. 
He does not know whether the Spaniards ufe 
negroes for working their mines ; he has heard, but 
does not know it, that Englifh feamen taken on the 
fcoaft of Spanifh America, have been condemned to 
ithat employ. Has heard regulations exift in the 
Havannah, empowering domettic flaves to work out 
‘their own freedom, but does not know whether they 
Jexift among the plantation flaves. He has heard that 
the planters in Jamaica are frequently induced by the 
tpurchafe of new negroes, to an unprofitable extenfion of 
“their cultivation, but while the benefit remains to the 


'/ fucceffor. 


‘| W., Indies.—Witnefs examined.—Sir R. Payne. 


Sir R. Payne, very early in life vifited Weft-Indies 
‘twice, to {ee his friends, and the property he was after- 
wards to poffefs. In the latter end of 177:(which was 
| a fewyears afterwards) he returned thither as Governor 
General of the Leeward Iflands, continued there 
J almoft 4 years, viz. until June 1775; and occafionally 
‘vifited the principal iflands under his governments. 

_ The management of flaves in the iflands he go- 
“yerned, feemed wife and humane. They moft un- 
) gueftionably appeared in general properly fed, cloathed 


— 


‘and lodged. More labour never feemed required of 


them than they could properly bear. He trufts he 
| may 
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e underftands to be the luxuries of it, yet in his opi- Parc If, 
“jon the lazy houfe flave-would not change ficuations —~w~—~ 
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1799 may aver without being contradicted, 
Part II. flave, (at leaft he never faw any one) whofe labour 
myn 1S by any means comparable to that of a day-labourer 


Pace. 


W. Inpres. Payne, 


there is nc! 


in England. his opinion may be fupported by 
flaves havin better health and fpirits in crop-time; 
than any other, and being bett pleafed with the 
Jabour attending it, tho’ the fevereft they have. | 
General appearance of negroes does not indicate’ 
defpondency, nor does he “believe they are moré 
diffatisfied with their ftate, than the bulk of mankind 
in their refpective ftations. It is very common for! 
them to perform their labour finging, and with ap-' 
pearance of gaiety. Their neceffities are fupplied! 
and their fituation has every appearance of comfort} : 
but it will be more or lefs fo in proportion to thei! 
induftry, by which they may become comparatively! 
affluent, as is proved by numbers being able to pur-— 
chafe their freedom. He manumitted a (lave, who! 
in flaves, houfes, and boats, was worth between! 
£500 or 600, and he is fure this {um was of the man’s! 
ownacquiring He had been latterly.a diftiiler on che: 
St. Kitt’s eftate, feemed between 60 and 53 years old, | 
and was not born in the Weft-Indies. his man 
fhews the comfort to which a foreign negro, unaffifted! 
by the family, and other advantaves attending nate 
may arrive. : 
Efe conceives it vifionary to employ Harden to 
cultivate plantations, and fo impracticable, as that 
there cannot be two opinions among thofe acquainted’ 
with the fubject. 
Has 2 Weft-India eftates; one at St. Kitt’s, the’ 
other, named Carlifle’s, at Antigua. Having paffed’ 
24 years on the Continent, he cannot fecify with: 
accuracy the numbers now on the 2 eftates. On thei 
latter he had 470 when he went abroad, and guefies; 
the number muft now be nearly 500; they are all: 
Creoles. On the former, he thinks he may have | 
about 140 or 150, partly Creoles, partly Africans. ' 


In 1771, when he came to this eftate, he found on it: 
about 
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bout 170, and it was thought very liberally handed, 
@ much that tafk-work had been occafionally per- 
ormed by the former owner. But wifhing that the 
laves might play with the work, as on the Antigua 
ftate, Sir R. P. by a purchafe compleated the num- 
jerto200. Onthe Antigua eftate, not a fingle flave 
as been acded to the ftock by purchafe, but the 
umber has greatly increafed by births, and there 
re fo many fupernumerary hands on it, that had he 
- sot been unwilling to feparate families and friends, he 
‘hould have fupplied his St. Kitt’s eftate from it. 

| When Governor of the Leeward Ifands, he found 
he management of his eftates incompatible with his 
jublic duties. He therefore refided on neither of 
hem, left them in the hands of his attornies, as 
yefore, giving no orders as to their management, 
‘ho’ occafionally riding over them, and foinetimes 
verhaps fuggefting his ideas to his attornies. In doing 
he latter, he omitted nothing which would affimilate 
“he mode of proceeding on the St. Kitt’s, to that on 
Ihe Antigua eftate. 

Thinks he can confidently affert, equal care 
‘vas taken of the flaves on his two eftates. His 
‘}ttornies at St. Kitt’s, were men of indifputable 
snowledge and humanity. Dr. Thomas was in this 
japacity when Sir R. P. was governor, and continued 
“1it to his death, about 4 or 5 years fince. He had 
he medical care of the flaves, not only under Sir 
“% P. but under his uncle. He had been regularly 
>red to furgery, under Mr. Warner of London, who 
mpiefled the greateft refpe@ for his perfonal and 
wrofeffional merit, and Sir R. P. is fatisfied, that the 
bis of flaves at St. Kitt’s, was not-occafioned by 
fant of fkail and attention on his part. 


fate, and decreafe on that of St. Kitt’s, notwith- 
“anding the purchafes for the latter, and its being fo 
" ircumttanced as to make it probable the flaves would 
 ncreaie, at leaft, as faft as on the former. ‘Tho’ the 
; fituation 


| He cannot account for the encreafe onthe Antigua 
( 
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the eaft and weft: the provifion ground of thofe ; 
The allowance of foed ai, 
cloathing at St. Kitt’s, ufed to be more liberal unc; 
his predeceffors, than at Antigua, where, tho’ t) 
eftate has been in his family above 80 years, and t 
flaves always increafing, litle or no provifions hj 
They have now the fame as on oth) 
eftates in this refpeét; and alfo as to cloathing, 


P. 440. Antigua, is very fmall. 


been allowed. 


which he had from the cuftom of the eftate, a, 
aimoft without knowing it, not allowed a garb ’t) 
a few years fince, when on their requeft they we: 
as on other eftates, tho’ ¢: 
perience had fhewn it not abfolutely neceffary. 


fupphied with cloath 


St. Kitt’s eftate has fuftained that misfortune, as) 
population, which he fears infeparable from almoft | 
eftates in the iflands. The only reafon he ever affign 
for the uncommon encreafe on his Antigua property , 
his grandfather having always bought women infte] 
of men, and thus made the eftate for years a nurfery \° 
Mr. Blizzard his Attorney, and Chf 

Juftice of Antigua, ufed to affign as a reafon the hi) 
opinion thefe flaves had of themfelves, as of a fuper,t 
rank to all others in the ifland, becaufe they were: |! 
natives on the eftate, and moft of them the offsprig 
5 

by 

) 


young flaves. 


of natives. 


marry in it, 


eftates. 


Thinks it infinitely more advantageous to Dré 
than to buy flaves, and he never had a doubt of t,3 
being a general opinion among planters. 


Mr. Blizzard, tho’ defirous of gettl 
fome of their breed on his plantation, which ¥, 
contiguous, could never induce any of the men) 
Their marriages were among thet; 
felves, tho’ the women might have gallants from otlf 


| bred 
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1790. fituation of the Antigua eftate is not unhealthy, yet, 
Part II. is nearly a flat, and not comparable to that of t, 
w——~ other, which is a tract of land gently rifing fromt, 
feato a mountain. The flaves at St. Kitt’s have |, 
much provifion ground as they chufe in the upp’ 
part of the eftate, befides two guts bounding it (| 
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When vifiting the iflands as governor, no act of 1790. 
“uelty from matters to flaves came to his knowledge Part II. 
‘hearing. The intereft of the matter is generally —~— 
“ought to be, and certainly is, a fecurity for the good | 
“age of the flave. 

From his knowledge of the judges and magiftrates, 

"sis confident flaves and white perfons would meet 
‘th equal redrefs for any cruelty fuftained by them. 
“his he fears is much more doubted in England, than 
“the colonies. He never heard a doubt expreffed by 
"y reafonable man, but that a mafter would+be 
jually tried for his life for the murder of a flave, as 
_'¢ that of a white man. 

, The nine parithes of St. Kitt’s, are ferved by five 
‘roymen, the difficulty of procuring proper minif- 
ts making it ufual to give 2 livings to a clergyman, 
“th there, and in all the Leeward Iflands. A 
4 Aner houfe, glebe, furplice fees, and 16,000 


Junds weight of fugar (or the current value of the 


P. 442. 


4 tet, at the option of the clergyman) belong to each 
ing. The income from 2 country livings is not, 
_ believes, over-rated at between £ 5 or 600 {terling 
rr annum. 
When he fpoke of the lightnefs of a flave’s labour, 
_;Mpared with that of an Enelith labourer, he alluded 
4 the former moftly out of crop-time, but he 
/ationed circumftances to fhew that even in crop- 
ne, it does not render the flave an object of com- 
feration. Tho’ cautious of delivering an opinion 
® the interior ceconomy of an eftate, he can fay 
Vhout hefitation from cafual obfervations, he thinks 
; field employments are not beyond the ftrength of 
' men. Is convinced negroes only can cultivate P. 443 
eft-Indies, and that they are as capable of labour 
yte, as thofe of* other countries are in climates 
;ogenial to them. 
BBE cannot fay, what are'the quantities of land 3 
‘Fre can y, what are the quantities of land in 
“‘itivation on his 2 eftates. Should imagine from 
(20 170 ‘acres at St. Kitt’s, where he knows the 
| he cane= 
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cane-land has been leffened from the diminution’ 
negroes; and if that diminution continues, and ¢’, 
means of fupplying it are taken away, the inevitat’ 
confequence muft be a ftill farther reduction int: 
quantity of cane-land, and perhaps eventually t' 
throwing of the whole of it out of cultivation, — 

The ftate of the provifion grounds on his 2 eftat 


| 


was, he believes, very different, owing to the differe' 
natures of the eftates themfelves,; but fpeaks wl 
great diffidence as to all plantation matters. At! 
Kitt’s, thefe grounds are in the higheft part of 1 
eftate, where the cane is not cultivated, but not mv' 
above a mile from the fea, and alfo in the 2g 
before-mentioned. The negro huts are, he imagin’, 
rather nearer the fea than the mountain, in a fp, 
which, like the whole eftate, is without exception « 
of the healthieft in the ifland. The provifion grov 
is fub-divided, and the negroes have their fepar’ 
properties in it. Befides this, negro-provifions 
raifed for general ufe on other parts of the efta 
which at one time of the year bear canes, at oth’ 
yams, potatoes and eddoes. | \ 

He does not recollect the quan ! 
allowed his own negroes; but is certain it was 
preat at St. Kitt’s, as at Antigua. | 

Cannot tell the numbers of males and females" 
his eftates; nor whether the lofs on the St. Ki! 
eftate, fince he augmented the flaves to 200 or the’ 
abouts, before he left the iflands, has taken pli 
among grown flaves or infants, but believes it | 
been gradual and regular. He fays he has not’ 
leaft knowledge of the tetanus on his eftates. 

The manager who was on the St. Kitt’s eftate’ 
1771, had been appointed when Sir R. P. was abro: 
and returned to England a few years after Sir R. : 
return thither. A fecond was appointed, who died’ 
the eftate, and now there is a third. 
He cannot fay, whether on his eftates, lying’ 
‘women were delivered in their own huts, or in £00" 
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re. A phyfician conftantly attended on his, and he 


giieves on all others, twice or thrice a week, who, 


fides his regular ftipend, was, he believes, paid 
traordinarily for cafes of midwifry, inocculations,and 


, all extraordinary occafions. 

\ The field negroes have certainly more or lefs pro- 
ity of their own, 

jAs to their induftry, that is matter of opinion, 
jt thofe who are induftrious are fure to be comfort- 


‘| ts 


He apprehends the expence of maintaining negroes 


43 confiderably encreafed fince fhutting up the Ame- 
) i: ports from the colonies. 


Is unable to fay what alterations have taken place 


tne treatment of flaves fince he left the Weft- 
Paties. . 

yjineach ifland there are a chief juftice, and, he P. 447. 
Wieves, 4 puifne judges; and alfo magiftrates chofen 
| the commander in chief, and vefted with the powers 
(juftices of peace, which latter he always appointed (448.) 
yn governor, out of the moft refpectable planters 
i1 merchants. Sometimes an ifland has been fo P, 4476 
ytunate as to have a profeffional man at the head of 
i law, but in general this is not the cafe, owing to 


fall emoluments of the office, which arife en- 


. ‘ly from certain fees eftablifhed by the law of the 
nd. He has however heard that fince he quitted 


government, Mr. Robinfon has been appointed 
ge of the Virgin iflands, (which form a part of 


© government of the Leeward Iflands) with a falary 
,4 200 per ann, fterling. When no proper perfon 


the law will accept the office of judge, the moft 


/pulous care is taken to felect a planter of the 
eft character for it. 


_— 


he prefent chief juftice of Antigua, praéticed 


Moy years at the bar there with great reputation. 
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jrthe purpofe.. There are hofpitals on both of them, 1790. 
well as, he believes, on every other eftate in the Part II, 
ands, which he believes are attended with all poffible ~“~— 


P. 449. 


180 W. Inores. Payne. |. 
1790. At a diftance of 15 years, fome allowance my 
Part II, be made for an inaccuracy of recollection, but ‘ 
G—— does not remember any white being punifhed for i) 
P. 448. treating a black, nor does he remember ever heari 
of any enormity of this fort that deferved punifhmer 

(449. He cannot fay whether the number of flayes ell 
ployed in working the Antigua plantation, ws 

greater, compared with the quantity of cane-land, } 

P. 448. of produce, than at St. Kitt’s; but the whole numl* 
of flaves at the former, was infinitely greater than % 

the latter eftate, even when the number at this w; 

, 2003 for at Antigua there was a tafk-gang, at |, 
(449+) Kitt’s he never meant to eftablifh one. No particu’ 
gang was appropriated to tafk-work at Antigua, [; 

all were by turns employed in it as occafion offeré, 

and on certain exigencies the whole gang is employ! 

on the eftate. ae a 


i) 

Witnefs examined—Sir ARCHIBALD Cauley 

| 

P. 450. Sir Archibald Campbell refided 3 years in the 
before laft in the French iflands of Martunique, Gaué 
loupe and Dominigue, after the conqueft of th! 
iflands, in a military capacity. He refided alfo' 
Jamaica 5 years during the laft war, 2, of thefes 
was governor. 
The conduét of mafters towards their flaves fen’ 


| 
mild, and marked with great kindnefs,  Sla's 
a 
5 


Ce ts 


appeared properly fed,clothed and lodged. He had: 
opportunity of afcertaining, whether more labour v 
required of them than they could properly perfor, 
but underftands it to be the mafters intereft notw 
give them more than they canbear, 
P. 451. They appeared comfortable and fatisfied with thi 
ftate; heard no complaints to the contrary: Can) 
compare their condition with that of the labour 
poor of England, not being able to judge of « 
labour here, poe | 
; z Di§ 


| 


<— UM ect 


i] 
i 


W. Inpies. 


yaltivate Welt In 


¢ ifland, being 


=) 


7 
q 


= rT a 


fi 


ndifcovered wit 


/ 
CAMPBELL. 


|| Does not conceive it poflible that Europeans could 


dies to advantage. 


rove an immediate {top to all im- 
occafion a general decreafe in all 


fhut up in the garrifon. Nor does 


know any inftance of the fort in the French iflands. 
Remembers many inftances when in Jamaica, of 
anaway flaves 
ccording to their treaty with governor Trelawny. 
JInderftands the 
ome the fear of returning home, after having ftaid 
ut too long with women they were attached to; in 
‘thers a difpofition to idlenefs, and hopes of living 


brought in by Maroon negroes, 


caufe of their flight to have been in 


h the Maroons; he cannot fpecify 


ay other caufes. When brought back they were 


Advertifemen 


inking fo is, th 


ll fuch marks to 


‘ame to the iflan 
(nderftood that the tribes in Africa diftinguifh them- 
‘Ives by tattooin 
‘nd bodies, 


_ lways returned to their mafters, if known, or elfe to 
¢ead quarters. 


ts for runaways often defcribe the 


fegroes by marks of brands, but thefe he underftood 
ybe marks of their own country, and his reafon for 


at all new negroes imported while he 


fas in Jamaica had their particular country marks ; 
wnefe he does not mean to fay were received in the 
‘terior country, 
jut made in Africa previous to their exportation 
ence : he never faw them appear frefh ; underftood 


from which they originally came, 
have been made inAfrica before they 
d, but where he never heard. He 
g, or impreffing marks on their faces 


When 


1$i° 


1790. 


) Part If. 
| Should imagine a ftop to the fupply of African UV—~ 
»2groes, would p 
i 

“rovement, and 
igar eftates. 
The Spanifh treatment of their flaves he thinks P. 452. 
ke ours, very humane. Does not remember any 
phite man’s being brought to legal punifhment in 
amaica, for ill-ufage of his own or any other’s flave 
';; free negroes; his time was occupied in defence of 


P. 453. 
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Part IJ. Governor Trelawny in 1739, he has heard thi 
G—x—— amounted to about 3000 men, fit for arms. 


W. Inpizs. CAMPBELL. 


When the Maroon negroes made their treaty wit, 
Durir 
his government, he endeavoured te get all the fightir, 
men in their towns, to turn out whet Jamaica w, 
threatened by the French and Spaniards, and was fu, 
prized to find they did not amount to 300. 

He never knew the Maroons hire themfelves to fie. 
labour. 

There are great numbers of free negroes in th 
towns, and different parifhes in the ifland ; Patt gener, 
they are idle, and diffipated. Does not know, b 
thinks they had matrimonial connections with neg 
women on the plantations : He thinks it very probab, 
that thefe connections were formed, in order to deris, 
fubfiftence from the wives, and fo live in idlene, 
themfelves. 


\ 


I 


He afcribes the decreafe of the Maroon ea 
They have wome, 


chiefly toa free accefs to fpirits. 


amone them, and have wives; another caufe of the. 


ros) i) 


decreafe, he has heard, is their cohabitation with th, 
He unde, 


women of the neighbouring plantations. 


ftands they are daily decreafing ; ; cannot fay in wh¢ 
proportion. ‘The decreafe from 3000 men in 1739, t, 


300 In 1782, extends only to fighting men. 


Witnefs examined 


J. Oxnvs, Hight 


John Orde, Efq; had been at Jamaica 3 years 2 
" safeithipein and lieutenant; a few Hiontie at th, 
Leeward iflands as lieutenant in the navy, and nea 
6 years at Dominique as governor; it is 7 month 
fince his return to England. 


general humane and good. Severe mafters occuf i 
all parts of the world; one or two he has known 4 


In iflands where h 
has been, has obferved the treatment of flaves iH 


1 


i) 


h 


Dominique. A knowledge of thefe, occafioned th. 


je giflatur | 


W. Invies. ORDE. 


giflature to pafs a Jaw to give farther protection to 
‘groes, and promote religion and morality among Part If. 
em; it obliges mafters, under heavy penalties, to 


ve them a certain quantity of food, clothing 


, and 


edical aid; limits powers of punifhing ; dance Gas 


‘crial by jury in all capital cafes ; makes it felony in 
-hite men to kill them ; enjoins mafters to chriften 
| cir children within a certain time, and to have divine 
vice performed by a white perfon, on the eftate, 


wea week, ‘This law, but lately paft, he believes is 
tended to: The negroes are, as in general before 


‘e law, well taken care of. He confines his anfwers 
ye to Dominique; ferving in the navy, when at 
‘maica, though he was there 3 years, had but little 
yportunity to remark, fo particularly, the treatment 
 mafters towards their flaves. 

‘More labour was not feemingly required of negroes 
fan they could properly bear; 10 hours in the 24 
‘as all the time required; 


they do not turn the 


\groes, at Dominique, into the field till after fun-rife, 


‘\ffee. 


an hour is given them for breakfaft, which they eat 


the field, and from 12 to 2 o’clock for their dinner, 
‘d they ceafe labour at fun-fet, except bringing home 


oundle of grafs. Believes they are generally thought 
oft healthy at crop time, both at making {ugar and 
Their labour he thinks not greater than that 
acommon labourer in England ; that of the hedger 
idditcher, he thinks full as great. 

When fick they are well talcen care of; many eftates 
ve hofpitals for them; fome have medical people 
‘ing on them, and almott all are attended by the 


) culty once or twice a week, or oftener, if neceffary. 
he old people, he believes, are well taken care of; 


never jaw a beggar in the ftreet. 


They appear very well fatisfied with theu ronditian 
general ; 


| forme, he has heard, have been otiered to 
turn to Africa, but refufed it: Old negroes confider 


 ¢ir fituation as vaftly preferable to that of the new, 
-d go tothe Beach to fee them when imported. To 


prove 


133 
1790, 


Leet dite 
. 450. 
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Part. If. 


a mn amd 


P. 458. 


W. Invrzs. Orvg. | 
prove the attachment of flaves to their matters, he 1! 
lates that a number of foreign runaways had come ov; 
that a number of the negroes of Dominique, perha’ 
tempted by the French, had left their mafters, and tt} 
others, perhaps through difcontent, had deferted alf’ 
that thefe altogether inhabited the woods of Dor! 
nique, and were armed, and there committed maj 
acts of violence againft the inhabitants, fo as to d' 
termine the legiflature, after an ineffectual trial of eve 
lenient method, to endeavour to reduce them by forc 
Slaves from the different eftates were on this fervic 
and through the whole courfe of it manifefted tl 
greateit zeal and defire to bring them back to thi 
duty. i 2 

He conceives it impoffible to cultivate Weft-Inc- 
piantations to advantage by Europeans; manywhite a| 
tificers work 1n all the iflands for very great wages, ai' 
are thus enabled to live well; yet thefe work mod’ 
rately, and almoft always under cover ; notwithftan' 
ing, he believes more than 4 of thofe who were ' 
Dominique when he went there, were dead when | 
came away. The lofs of European troops in St. L 
cia, he has heard, was due to their rolling provifior 
for a few hours only in the day, up to Morne F ortur! 

He has his doubts, whether in Dominique,where t' 
negroes have certainly not decreafed for 6 or 7 yee 
paft, the numbers might not be kept up, if not attack’ 
by epidemical difeafes, or other caufes of extraordina’ 
mortality, incident to that climate; but Dominique h’ 
advantages, perhaps not poffeffed by any other ifland 
a great quantity of uncultivated lands allows them ' 
raife as much provifions as they pleafe, and a furpl 
to buy a thoufand neceflaries and conveniencies. T! 
proximity of the foreign iflands, and our freque’ 
communication with them, affords them an adya’ 
tageous market; and the good water, may alfo co! 
tribute to their health; but he only fays, that tl 
prefent number could be kept up without importatio 
There could be no poftibility of extending the cull 


Vat» 


| 


| 
| 


W. Inptes. Orpe. 18 


5 
tio 


| 
| 
| : 


ny» nor does he believe the quantity of land now 1790. 
cultivation could be kept fo; for as land grows Part If. 
4, it requires more labour. — Dominique contain uaajnus 


a 


4ou" 186,000 acres, of thefe about §4,000 are in 
)cupation, and 26,000 in cultivation. © The merely 
‘eping up the ftock, therefore, would be very in- 
Hficient for the wants of the Dominique proprietors, 
4 fhould the trade be abolifhed, they would certainly 
y great fufferers. If fome fuch encouragements for 
_eeding, were held out to Dominique, as are to the 
ench iflands in the Code Noir, and if the praétice 
leparating children from their parents were more 
,ecilely dropt than itis, he thinks it would (till more 
)ntribute to infure keeping up the prefent ftock, 
'thout farther importation. 

In explanation of the apparent difference between bis 
)8 OWn anfwers to the queries tran{mitted to him Dye 40 
eSecretary of flate, and the returns fent home from 
Je cuftom-houie : he fays, that in fome of his anfwers, 
/ ttated the negroes of Dominique to have encreafed 
the lat 5 or 6 years; whereas the cuftom-houfe 
_turns declare, that the negroes imported,from 1784 
_ 1788, amounted to 27,553; that the numbers ex- 
ptted in the fame period, amounted to only 15,781, 
_ dof courfe, that the number remaining in Dominique 
811,772. As a reafon for the difference in thete’ 


_—) 


<se ~ 


oe 


ice the free-port act, can any returns be relied on. 
vhe French have, in faét, taken about 4-sths of the 
ole number imported, and the Spaniards, and other 
| Aa foreigners 


W. InpIEs. 


Orpr. 


1790. foreigners fo many more, as not to leave, in his opinion, 
Part II, above 1000 in Dominique, and many of thefe, refute 
negroes, part of which died, perhaps, before they got 


on the eftates. 


treafurer of the ifland, a perfon very capable of giving 
The returns of the French inhabitants 
in the parifh of St. Patrick, and his own obfervations 


true account, 


confirm them. 

The perfons to anfwer the queries of the privy 
council, were felecéted by Mr. Orde; finding the 
affembly backward to anfwer them, and defirous 0. 
collecting the fentiments of proprietors in the ifland, 
he fent different copies of the queries to 4 or 5 of th’ 
principal fettlers in each parifh, to be communicatec 


P. 460. 


P. 461. 


by them to the whole; he fent alfo to the merchant’ 


for the fame purpofe, and requefted anfwers. Hy 


conceives the anfwers he received, may be fuppofec 


the refult of the experience, and knowledge of th. 

moft intelligent men in the ifland: Being firft com: 

municated to him, he fent them to Great-Britain. © 
Where there is but little provifion-ground on ai 


eftate, (a rare cafe in Dominique) the negroes ari 
almoft altogether fed by the owner; he believes they 
receive 2 Jb. of falt fith, falt beef, or pork, or 7 or’ 
herrings, and about 7 or 8 quarts of farine each ¢ 
The fame pro. 
portion of fifh, or meat, and nothing more, is give 


Il 
where there is provifion-¢ round, but not quite fufficien 


week ; 


the children in proportion : 


for full fubfiftence ; but where provifion-ground i 
plenty, (generally the cafe in Dominique) the negroe 


are allowed to cultivate as much as they pleafe, an 
have a day in the week, befides Sunday, for it ; this i, 
the ufual method with the Frénch inhabitants, and th, 


mott fatisfactory to the negroes. 


The number of flaves loft in opening new lands i) 


Dominique was afcertained, but being before his time 
he cannot ftate it; they were, he believes, very con 


fiderable, and partly owing to mifmanagement: f 
~— rufton 


The emeeent by births, was ftated’ 
from documents received from Mr. Conftable, deputy 


fl 


ae 


j 
: 
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W. Inpies, Orbe. 


i 


efident and to the abfentee proprietor ofeftates in the 
Weft-Indies is fo great as he ftated to the privy- 
Jouncil, he believes it however to be in general very 
“material. 
| Believes attention to moral and religious inftructions 
f flaves would contribute to their comfort, and their 
afters intereft; the French are more attentive to 
aefe points than we are, and benefit accordingly. 
_ Underftands that lately in Tobago the French have 
flablifhed a regulation, exculing female flaves from 
abour, in proportion to the number of children they 
ear and bring up, and liberating then after having 
yor 7. Being afked if a flaves’s fecurity from 
ulage does not depend on the temper of the owner, 
jie Rererctl, the laws inthe Colonies are not fo well 
xecuted as in England; in general, he dares hope 
ye honor and humanity of the owners lead them to 
‘tend to the protection of flaves. The treatment of 
Javes in the French iflands he believes more fevere 
van in the Englifh. In Dominique the French 
low the cuftom of the Englifh. The laws provide 
curity for free negroes againtt ill ufage of white 
en; their evidence is not good, in capital cafes, 
aaintt white. ‘Thinks the Tobago law ftated above, 
warding a woman who has brought up many children 
aught be advantageoufly adopted; at prefent, negro 
omen are certainly averfe to bearing children, and 
welefs in bringing them up; as he “thinks bearing 
uldren j interrupts their libidinous purfuits, and makes 
em lefs defirable to the men. 
 Weie the planters to fee the benefit of the Tobago 
- gulation, as before ftated, they would, no oailbt. 
opt it. 
Believes, if the flave trade is abolifhed, the con- 
quence will be difadvantageous to the empire in 
neral, and in particular to Dominique, the pro- 
% Aa 2 prietors 


er wes 


| 


Se ee 


ote 


_tuftom then prevailedof working new negroes; which 1 
ontributed to the lofs, but this 1s not now followed. Part IT. 
| Does not know thar the difference of profit to the tame 
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Parc II, 


W. Inprzs. ‘Orps, | 


prietors of whicn bought their lands of governme: 
at avery high rate, trufting for their cultivation in | 


f—w uninterrupted importation of flaves; no more thy 


‘Mafiers behave to their flaves with every poffible kin) ” 


one-third of the ifland is now in occupation, and or} 
26,000 acres is in real cultivation: A {top to the ini 
portation of flaves would therefore make it impoffily 
to clear more, and very difficult, perhaps, to keep wh; 
is now planted in the fame {tate of improvement. 1 

He does not recolleét the refulal of a free negro). 
evidence againft a white man, except in one inftan(, 


which was a cafe of murder. | 


Witnefs.examined.——Davip Parry, Efg; | 


i 
David Parry, F fq; refided at Barbadoes near 7 yea 
as governor of the ifland, and left it July 6, 178: 


nefs and attention Negroes feem properly fed, clothe 
and lodged ; had it not been fo, he would, as it was |; 
bufinefs, have enforced the law to that end. Not ha 
fo much labour was required of them, as their own¢) 
hada right to demand , the common labour of a neg) 
would be play to any Enelith peafant. Never faw tli 
leaft degree of defpondency among them; has eve, 
reafon to fuppofe them perfectly fatisfied, as no con: 
plaints ever reached his ear. Banifhment is the fevert 
punifhmenc to a negro at Barbadoes; there is no co. 
poral punifhment they would not prefer; has know) 
them even hefitate between banifhment and death) 
In general, he thinks their ftate infinitely more con! 
fortable than that of the labouring poor in Englan) 
or any other part of the world that he knows. Fi 
thinks it impoffible that the Weft-Indies could | 
cultivated by Europeans, without fuch a deftruétiq) 
of the human race as would harrow up the feelings « 
the hardeft breaft, and would be (to the imaginal, 
diftreffes of the negroes) inhumanity in the extrem) 


rf 
| 
). 


W. Inpies. 


PaRRY. 


ch has not the fmallett doubt. that a foriply, of ose 


ijates, 


inion, prove detrimental both to the colonies, and 
#: empire at large; it would raife the produétions of 
t country, be yond the power of the confumers here 
4 purchafe, and confequently leffen the revenue, 
"proportion as the confumption is diminifhed, and 
yuld injure the-individual in his property, by en- 
i aling his private expences; it would occafion the 
iprediate declenfion, and final ruin of the fugar co- 
lies, unlefs they were at liberty to feek for, and carry 
{ir fugar and other produce, to other markets ; and 
13, in his opinion, would be bad policy. 

lf fupplies of negroes be totally ftopped, the gradual 
(ninution of their produce, and finally the extinction 
(he fugar colonies, he thinks, would take place, and 
Vi thinks ita dangerous and unneceffary experiment 


‘ | 


1i 
4 
: 


; 
i 
| 
t 
7 
ai 
| 
y 
a 


. 


“| 


make ; the planters of Barbadoes he knows, and the 


Denn in general, he believes to be men of fenfe, 
yernment, and humanity ; and he thinks, that good 


icy, ought to leave them in the quiet management 
their own affairs, and fo render them, as beneficial 
Joffible to this country, to whofe laws, conftitution, 
{ king, they are warmly aac zealouily attached, 
Qne man will annually cultivate 3 acres of cotton, 
only one of fugar; the frbfaecaon of cotton for 
ar in many plantations in Barbadoes, arofe more 
n the lofs of negroes in the hurricane 1780, than 
nthe depredations of vermin, or other caules. 
is fubftitution 1s going on, though in a lefs degree, 
jaufe new negroes have been imported. The greater 
t of the lands, where cotton was fubftituted, 1s now 
in allotted to fugar. The fubftirution of cotton 
fugar, might have been made immediately, but 
not take place to any extent for 3 or 4 years after- 
‘ds. The difficulty of obtaining African negroes, 
the caufe of that fubftitution, aided by the blowing 
down 
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‘ Drea larly < they mean to improve Gir Ghee 
wid. The abolition of the flave trade, would, in his P. 465. 
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Pare IL. 
wenn ifland, and from their high prices. 
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W. Inpiss. Parry. 


down of the fugar-works and buildings. “1 


r) 


difficulty arofe from their not being brought to. 


The an{wers , 


by him, to the queries of the Privy Council, we 
framed by himfelf; the anfwers of the council, ,id 


at 


It 


affembly, by thofe bodies refpectively ; thofe retur d 
by individuals, were tranfmitted by him, for the ;. 
pofe of returning thofe anfwers : He felected ment 
whole difcernment, experience, and integrity, he cc/d 
rely, and perfuns alfo differing in fentiments, in ov: 
to give the Secretaries of State, the fulleft informat,a 


Witnefs examined—Lord Repney. 


Lord Rodney went firft to the Weft-Indies in 17, 
he refided firft at Barbadoes, then Martinique, if 
tigua, St. Kitt’s, and a fmall time at Guadalov, 
when thofe iflands belonged to Great-Britain; he 


alfo in Jamaica 34 years. i 
flands, feemed very attent.e 
ji 


Matters, in the feveral 1 
to their flaves; it is their intereft to be fo; he net 
{aw one inftance of cruelty, but many of forbearan,,’ 
on an impertinent anfwer being given to the malt, 
Slaves feemed properly clothed for the climate, ind 
the iflands ; in Jamaica, feemed better fed than 
common labouring people here ; the other iflands h.& 
not grounds to give them fuch food as Jamaica (a 
afford ; they appeared alfo extremely well lodged t 
the climate, and their houfes calculated for it. , 
more labour was required of them than they ¢0' 
properly bear: A hundred times he has noticed, ¢, 
he thought a labouring man in England did mi 
work in one day than any 3 negroes. He has off 
noticed in the many plantations he has vifited, t] 
there is an hofpital, called the fick-houfe, with neg 
women attending as nurfes ; there is fcarce a plantatil 


without a furgeon; it is their intereft to be attentl' 


a7 
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i neproes appeared to him to be in a ftate the 1790. 
wife of defponding ; after the day’s work, they Part il. 


generally dancing, and making merry. Thinks -y— 


“ipoffible to cultivate Weft-India plantations to 
Wintage by Ekuropeans. Believes the prefent ftock 
Me iflands could not be kept up, without frefh 
yrtations; for he believes, breeding is encouraged 
Such as poffible ; for one Creole is, in value, worth 
ylaew ones from Guinea. . | 
“onfiders the fhips inthe French Weft-India trade 
le greateft fource of their power, for the Weft- 
. commerce enabled France laft war to difpute 
y Great-Britain the empire of the fea; their Weft- 
fl amen are generally much larger than the Britifh, 
i appeared more than doubly manned. Thinks 
3ritifh Weft-India trade a confiderable nurfery 
Oleamen, and the Weft-India fleet very advan- 
aus in time of war in furnifhing men for the 


Pks it extremely important to keep up a trade, 
jh he confiders one of our principal branches of 
Wmerce; without the African trade the Weft-Indies 
inks could not be fupported. In 1787, the 
M\ch paid 200 livres a head premium for every 
lf) imported into St. Domingo and St, Lucia, and 
for each imported into Martinique and Guada- 
Ne, befides a premium on fhips that traded from 
sorts of France to the coaft of Guinea, payable 
Ejediately on their failing, at fo much per ton.— 
1 abolition of the flave trade would tend to reduce 
M>ritifh Weft-India trade, and leffén the number 
‘ips and feamen, it would tend to encreafe the 
1 ch marine in general; if the Britifh flave trade 
€ abolifhed, and engroffed by foreign nations, it 
Md add to the naval power of France, who has 
ldy much more than half the Weft-India trade in 


Never 


slice, who are feafoned to the Weft-Indian climate. p_ 470. 
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Never made a comparative eftimate of the expen! | 


Part If, of breeding a negro till fit for the field, and chat 


tees buying an ‘able “African: declares that wherever 


P. 471. went, it appeared they encouraged breeding. and col 
Does not recolledt at 
regulation for the encouragement for breeding far, 


P4728 


great care of the children. 


tioned by the legiflature of the iflands, but ‘al 


under{ftood they gave every encouragement for 1, 
negroes to breed, and for the fectlement of the wh,» 


peopie; it appeared fo to him, 


They were domeftic flaves that gave impertint 


anfwers. 


. The negroes feemed very bad labourers, compaii 
Their inclination to labour was if 


with Europeans. 
equal to a labouring man’s in England, not 


them could do fo much work as one white man ' | 
In the Weft Indies they do more than 2 


Europe. 


climate would permit a white man to do there, 


They are left to chufe their own wives; if there 
b 


Wa, i 


3E 
i 


| 
any regulations concerning their marriages, he di 


not know them. 


Being afked the grounds on which he conclu} 


that the ftock of negroes could not be kept u 


breeding without importations from Africa, if p. 
per regulations were adopted and adhered to, * 


Gites that he is not a judge of tliat. It is a 
time before the hildfén come to maturity. 


opinion he draws from his own obfervations | 
he knows no gent = 
man that does not attempt to keep up the fto', 


what he has feen and heard ; 


at leaft it appeared fo to him. 


He never heard what proportion of negro infa's 
die within the month, or what grows up to ma i 


rity. He has been told they are apt to die 
young of the locked jaw. 
When we firft took Martinique, 1761 or 


the French flaves appeared better clothed than ' 
Englifh ; he defired the Barbadoes planters to ( 


feiss that there was no naxed flaves there, W 
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j/Barbadoes there were many naked. In confe-. 17003 
| lence, the Barbadoes people put their laws in Parc If, 
fice and clothed their flaves. He thinks Englifh ——2 
'rroes better lodged than French. Food in a 
¢/at meafure depends on having proper provifion 
eund; fuch as have not this, give fal: fifk, and 
(linea and Indian corn to their flaves.. Slaves feem 
Piter off in che Englith than in the French iflands 
t punifhments in the Frenchy greater than in the 
P2lith iflands. He never knew cruel treatment ta 
@ flave in the Enolith iflands, but the reverie: 
E never knew or heard of any thing inthe public 
Painiftpation of jaftice between a white Man and 
aegro, but ftrict jultice to-both. He was atithe 
(1 of a white man (about 4772 or 1973) for 
Witonly murdeting a flave.. The court con- 
Gained the man, and: he believes he was executed; 
| {poke to the governor that he hoped he would 
t) pardon him. The man he believes was not 
tl) owner of the flave. | | 

py hé property? of flavés in the produce of their 
Bilens, their poulery and pigs, as: far.as he has 
Pirved, is held facred, and never taken from 
i'n without a juit compenfation,-and at the mar- 
WW price. am | i 

|) it were poffible for a flave to be happy, they 
sicdto be fo. They never knew what liberty 
1. So far as regards only their food, clothing, 
@sing and care taken of them in: fickriefs and: in! 
(th, he thinks their lives as happy as: thofe of 
I peafants in this country. - | 
4S to feamen in the ftreets of Jamaica dying in 
Wiicerated ftate; falling without pity; without 
Pids, without a look but of contempt. from the 
‘ened multitude that paffes by, &c.. He does 
Wdclieve any. thing of the fort ever happened:in 
Hofthe iflands, (See page. 475 3d) .anfwer.} 
wfe may have been drunken feamen. 

| Bb If 


W. InvIEs: 


1790. Ifthe crews of flave fhips are ill ufed by t: 
Part II. mafters, they have always a remedy at hand, 7 
L+— entering into any of his Majefty’s fhips in tet 
port. The fhip cannot fail till the mafter has pil 
the men their juft wages. The feamen of Guira 
fhips too cuftemarily leave them to navigate t: 
loaded fhips to Great Britain, as their wages for 13 
men exceed the wages due from their own fhiy, 
he believes there have been many inftances of ha. 
treatment in captains of thofe thips, to get rid | 
their men. Regulations to this end are very 1; 
ceffary. ot ee 

He ftates, that in 1747, he faw 180 fail [ 
French Weft India fhips in one convoy, bound frat 
St. Domingo to France. That we took 4o of thei, 
the value of which was £500,000, and refers it) 
the committee to judge how much that comme! 
muft have increafed the laft 40 years. He is ec? 
vinced that France could not have difputed 1? 
empire of the ocean with us laft war, but for tht 


Welt-India commerce. q 
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He never fuffered preffing in the Weft-Indi, 
without recourfe to the governor and count 
who always allowed the imprefs, and gave evi 
afliftance in their power towards manning the fl) 
in every ifland. | 

P. 446. © The officers of the navy always. oblige the capta § 
of Guineamen to pay the wages due to fuch of thf 

e 

° 


i 
i 


r— 


y 
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feamen as enter the King’s fervice: If thefe hi) 
been ill-ufed, by captains of Guineamen, the offi® 
of the navy, if it come to his ears, applies to 1? 
attorney-yeneral of the ifland to profecute fu} 
captains. 
The African flave trade certainly fupplies feam! 
to His Majefty’s navy, becaufe when they come) 
the Weft Indies we get fome of them. Itis nos 
nurfery for feamen, that is certain ; but it fealcs 
them to a hot climate. a 
~W. Inp1! 
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© Inpres—W itnefs examined—Sir Perer Parker. 


; 


(oupe, and occafionally vifited Barbadoes and all 
1 leeward iflands except Nevis. In 1777 he was 
qpointed admiral and commander in chief of all 


7178, and remained till 1782. 
“The treatment of flaves in the feveral iflands 
Ms lenient, mild and humane. He never heard of 
’n one inflance of feverity during his flay at Ja- 
pica. The flaves not only feemed properly fed, 
Tiged and clothed, but in a more comfortable 
dye than the lower clafs of people in any part of 
Prope, Great Britain not excepted. No more 
Tjour was required of them than they could pro- 
Ply bear. Our peafantry fcarce earn a livelihood 
Mabour much harder than thefe are put to; and 
Vige and infirmities, dragon a miferable life ona 
} ful allowance of 1s. 6d. or 2s. per Week from 
tir parifhes ; whereas the negro, when old and 
tm, has particular attention paid to make him 
y and comfortable; and if he has acquired money, 
ich all induftrious negroes may do, he may live 
daffluence the reft of his days; he knows that his 
uly and friends will be fure of protection, and 
Md treatment after his deceafe, and that he may 
jjveath his property haw and to whom he pleafes. 
7 cy are far from being in a ftate of defpondency, 
a). penerally chearful and merry. ——It is abfolutely 
offible to cultivate the Weft Indies by Euro- 
£nos; to fhew how inimical the climate is to 
Fopean conftitutions, he fays he need only refer 
the military returns there of 1779, 1780, and 
41. The very exiftence of the foldiers depends 
| Bba2 on 


‘admiral Sir Peter Parker was captain of aman 1790. 
(war on the leeward ifland ftation the war before Part II. 
i; about 3 years. He was at the taking of Gua- “~~ 


1) King’s fhips at Jamaica, where he arrived Feb. P. 477. 


P. 478. 
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1790. on the'r being allowed negroes to carry their ftor! 


Part If. 
Lay 


P. 479, 
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and provifions, and do other aéts of drudger 
Our feamen work under awnings, to keep off ti 
jun. The manning veffels in our dock yards wi 
nevroes, to water and ftore the King’s fhips, helj 
fatisfied has faved the lives of thoufands. The cas 
tains under his command had all leave to entre!’ 
few negros. The fhips when once watered, ke 
up the quantity with their own long boats, 
proof that negroes are neceffary for this fe rvice, : 
relates that a frigate, about to fail from Port Roy: 
fent her long-boat to Rock Fert for water, with: 
midfhipman, cockfwain, and fix feamen, and th: 
on her return next morning, the midihipman ai 
fix feamen were taken 1] and died. 

He thinks the prefent ftock of negroes cannot |} 
kept up without frefh importations from Afric; 
experience proves it otherwife. 

fe confiders the ‘hips in the French Weft Iniy 
trade, asva principal fource of their naval pow. 
Their fhips in general are larger than ours, al 
carry abu 6 the number of men, Their Wi 
India trade is immenfe, and, in his opinion, t! 
thirds of their whole commerce ; fhould they c+ 
{truct their African trade, which he thinks they i 
too wife to do, they would lofe their confequen: 
among the nations of Europe, and not be able) 
fir out fleets fufficient to alarm their neighbours, °& 
hears, and thinks it probable, that they are 
deavouring to impreve their Welt India trade, af 
their Afri dels as connected with it, 

‘The Britith Weft-India trade is a great nurfery ' 
feamen ; we fhould find ic difficult to man a great fl 
without it, There can be no doubt, that that tra 
and alio the African, are extremely ferviceable’ 
manning King’s fhips in the Weft-Indies in timed 
war. He received upwards of 2000 into the fe 
under his command, and manned feveral fhips that 
bought for the King from Wedt-India merchantm: 
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(id African fhips: Thofe traders furnifh feamen pe- 1790. 
iharly adapted to Weft-India fervice, and more able Part II. 


-anage the King’s fhips in that flation than feamen “~~ 
ually employed in Europe. It is important to the 
Wngdom to keep up Britith Weft-India trade; but 


ore important to keep up the African. 


“(The abolition of the African trade would, in his. 

Woinion, caufe a general deipondency among the ne- 

Woes, and gradually decreafe population, and con- 

quently the produce of our iflands, and muft in time 

jjeftroy near $ our commerce, and take from Great- 

‘{ritain all pretenfions to the rank fhe now holds of 
cing the firft maritime power in the world. 


In the fame ratio that our power decreafes, that of 


the French will encreafe. 

| He has never feen nor heard of failors dying in the 
‘reets of Jamaica in an ulcerated ftate, objects both 
)f commvration and horror, as flated in the report 
Wf the Privy Council, except in the committee room. 


Witnefs examined.—Srepuen Futter, Efg,; Agent 


for the iand of Jamaica. 


He alfo produced a paper intituled, ** Jamaica 


* export and import of negroes, and negroes retained 


€é in 


f) Extra&ts from the minutes of the joint committee of aflembly 
jd council of Jamaica, 3d December 1789. Mr. Murray 
“Jeported as follows ; 


‘ir, Speaker, 


Ihe flave trade, in coniequence of the information received from 


Mhe agent of this ifland of the proceedings had in the Houle of 
a. ° f <° § . r 4 ne 
j-ommons in the lait feflion of parliament in refpect of the faid 


trade, 


Produced extracts from the minutes of the joint com- P. 481. 
Woittee of afl’mbly and council of Jamaica, 3d De- 
Sember, -789, which are inferted from page 435 to 
Hage 496 of the minutes at large* 


W Your committee appointed to meet a committee of the council P. 485- 
fia a free conference, to enquire into and to report to the houfe 
SJheir opinion, what fteps are necefiary to be taken with regard to 
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1790, © in the iffand for 49 years, viz. from 1730, ¢ 
Part Il.“ to 1787, both inclufive, diftinguifhing the yeai! 
e~— “ of war from thofe of peace,” 


JAMAICA. FuLrer. 
i 


This paper ist 
fhew that the importation of negroes into Jamaic 
‘ We, 

trade, have accordingly met, and have taken the examinations | 
feveral perfons, and have agreed to the following refolution:' 
I. Refoived, It is the opinion of the joint committee, th’ 
the fuppreflion, either dire& or virtual, of the flave tradi 
by the Britifh nation only, (other nations continuing the trac’ 
as ufual) would not promote the purpofes of humanity, eith¢! 
in refpe& of the negroes which are annually brought to tt! 
African markets for fale, or in regard to the negroes at prefer 
in 2 ftate of flavery in this and the reft of the Brith iflands in tl’ 
Weit-Indies. The effeéts in Africa of a partial abolition would b! 
this, that the purchafers from Europe, being fewer in numbeij 
would have a greater choice of flaves, equal to the whole deman’ 
of the Britith merchants at prefent which is ftated at 38,00! 
annually ; whereby prime flaves only would be faleable; an’ 
the aged and infirm (many of whom are now purchafed of necel| 
fity) being reje€ted in greater numbers than formerly, the horri! 
practice which has long exifted among the flave-merchants on th’ 
coait, of putting to death fuch of their captives as are brought ti 
market and rejected by the Europeans, would be more prevalen' 
than ever. In the Britith Weft-Indies the effect (however light} 
felt at firft) muft neceffarily, in the courfe of a few years, fron’ 
an unavoidable decreafe confequent on the prefent inequality o' 
the fexes, have this operation ; that the labour which is nov 
performed by a given number of negroes, muft eitner be peri 
formed by a lefs number, or the planter muft contrac the limit! 
of his plantation, aud diminith his produce. Thus immediati 
intereft, and in many cafes urgent diftrefs from the importunit' 
of creditors, will be fet in oppofition to the principles of juftice 
and the diftates of humanity, i 
II. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint committee, that tr! 
condemn the flave trade as peculiarly deftrutive to Britith feamer) 
(the contrary whereof is proved by the evidence of Vice- Admira| 
Edwards before the privy council) and to adduce in proof thereos 
the loffes fuftained on certain unhealthy parts of the coaft, without 
taking into the account the loffes fuftained in other branches ot) 
the African commerce, fuch as the wood and ivory trades, where) 
the mortality principally occurs, and the encreafe of feamen from) 
fuch other parts of the Britith navigation as are principally de-) 
pendant on the African commerce, is partial and unjuft. Among‘ 
thefe branches may be reckoned the Weft India and lumber trades) 
and above all, thofe great nurferies for feamen, the Irifh, Britifh,! 
Britifh-American and Newfoundland fifheries ; tne confumption 
of herrings and falted fith by the negroes, being immenfe. We 


have 
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as very confiderable in war time. He formed the 
Iculation from 1739 to 1772, from an original Part IL. 
count found among Mr. Rofe Fuller’s papers, -—y—s 


: after 
ve likewife reafon to believe, that fince the late regulating act, 
2 mortality of Britifh feamen in the flave trade has decreafed 
arly one half. 

III. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 
2 lofs of Negroes which is fometimes fultained in the voyages 
ym Africa, as well asin the harbours of this ifland, between 
2 days of arrival and fale, and which is ftated to happen from 
2 mode of tran{porting them from the Coaft, being aremediable 
jevance, affords no argument for a total fuppreflion of the 
ave Trade. 

IV. It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that no juft efti- 


/ ate can be formed of the effeéts which the Regulating A& of 
e Britith Parliament, paffed in 1738, will ultimately produce 


refpect of the lofs of the flaves in the middle paffage, inafmuch 
It appears, from a return of negroes purchafed on the coait of 
frica by fhips that have entered in the port of Kingfton fince 


2 firft of January laft, that, out of 2099 flaves purchafed on the 
jold Coait, 2042 have been fold in this ifland, a lofs of only 


(0 and three-fourths per cent. but that, out of 2550 flaves pur- 
aed in the Bite of Benin, only 1642 have been fold ; a lofs 
iounting to thirty-five and three-eighths per cent. and unknown 
fore any regulation took place. Two veffels have fince arrived 
m the fame coaft, the Ann and the Vulture: thefe veffels pur- 


vated 785, flaves of whom only 14 have died ; a lofs not exceed- 


2 one and three-fevenths per cent. Chis amazing difference,as ap- 
ars by the evidence taken on oath, is partly to be attributed to 


e {mall-pox, which raged in fome of the fhips, and the meafles 
jd flux, which broke out in others. ‘The lofs by the flux was 


iefly occafioned by the ufe of unripe yams, for want of other 


- lovifions. | iris | 
JV. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 


‘number of flaves at prefent in this ifland is about 250,000; 
which, according to the beft enquiries that can be made con- 
thing the proportion of the fexes, there are 140,000 males, 
d i10,0co females: it follows therefore, that if future impor- 
tions from Africa be difcontinued, there will unavoidably enfue, 
bm the difproportion of the fexes alone, a very great reduction 


pm the prefent number of our flaves, before any augmentation 


n be expected from natural increafe by generation ; a diminu- 


pn which muft not only preclude all attempts at the further im- 
ovements of our unfettled lands, but likewife occafion a propor- 
—mable decreafe in the prefent cultivation ; it being an undoubted 
&, that almoft all the plantations already fettled are much 
ider-handed. VI. 
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1790. after his death, printed part IIIf. of the Privy, 


Part IJ. Councils report ; thence to 1787, from the Infpedtor 
—~—— General’s account, printed part IV. of that repor 


H 


VI. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, th — 
it is abfolutely impoffible to cultivate the Weft J ndia.iflands, - 
as to produce any commodities that would enrich the mothe'| 
country, by white labourers, Fatal experience demonftrates tl’ 
fallacy of fuch an expectation. In the year 1749, the legifiaty: 
of this ifland paffed a law holding out great encouragement fi) 
the introduction of white families into this colony, which prove 
ineffeCtual ; very few families having come in confequence ther 
of, and of thofe that came not a veftigeis left. "I'he French m | 
niftry in 1763, attempted to fettle a colony by means of whi 
labourers at Cayenne, on the coaft of America; twelve thoufar, 
miferable people were the victims of this impolitic fcheme. | 
further inftances are wanting to prove, that Europeans carn 
withftand the climate when expofed to the funiand the rains, re 
courfe may be had to the accounts of the fiege of Carthagena 
the expedition to Cumberland Harbour ; the fiege of the Havan' 
nah; the returns of the regiments that came out under the com 
mand of General Garth in 1779 and 1780; and the expeditio 
to Fort Saint Juan, on the Spanifh Main. , 
_ VIE. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, th: 
according to the beft eitimate which can be formed) this iflan' 
may be ftated to contain four millions and eighty thoufand dere. 
of land, of which not more than one-fourth part, or about on 
million of acres, is at preient in, a@tual cultivation : and althoug 
a confiderable part of the country, confifting of high‘ mountain | 
and rugged precipices, is incapable of improvement, yet it-ma! : 
be prefumed, that no part of the lands, which are aétually pa’ 
tented, falls within that defcription; inafmuch. as the owner) 
thereof pay a quit-rent to the Crown for holding the fame | 
which quit-rent, and the arrears thereof, colleGed fince Chri, 
mas laft, amount to the fum of 27,0001. or thereabous, exelufiv 
of 13,000 now in a train of fettlement. ) ; 

VUI. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, tha 
it-appears, from the offices of the Clerk of the Patents.and Re’ 
ceiver-General, that there are at this time patented in this ifland’ 
or taken up by grants from the Crown, 1,907, 58g acres of'land | 
from which, the quantity in a€tual Cultivation being deduéted’ 
there will remain, with every allowance for unprodudtive territory _ 
900,000 acres of cultivatable land yet unf-ttled; the wholeo 
which, if the Slave Trade be abolifhed, mut become an abfalutt 
burthen and incumbrance on its prefent proprietors’; who will | 
in fuch cafe, be entitled as of right, and on the principles of na. 
tural juftice, to the liberty of furrendering the fame back to the 
Grown, and receiving full compenfation for the capitals — 
, Venue, 
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ved, and all quit-rents paid on account thereof. The faid 
| 1, valued only at 31. currency per acre, is worth 2;700;0001, 
iyency, equal to 1,928,500, fterling. 

X. Refolved, It is the'opinion of the joint committee, 
t the planters and proprietors of negroes in this: ifland . will 
i |ke manner, be entituied to compenfation for the diminution 
y ch mutt neceffarily enfue in the number of our flaves, fhould 
ajfurther importations be difcontinued by authority of parlia- 
it; the prefent difproportion between the fexes having arifen 
f) caufes which are not imputable to us. With the reduétion 
® ur flaves will likewife unavoidably happen a proportionate des 
‘fe in the value of our lands, buildings, and produce 
ft vhich and all other loffes confequent on a change in the pre- 
()fyftem, it is the opinion of the joint committe, that the in« 
tants of this, and the reft of his Majeity’s {ugar colonies, are 
ay and juftly entitled to compenfation ; the {aid colonies hav- 
Hyocen originally fettled under the moft facred compacts with 
inother country, fanctioned by royal charters and proclama- 

» as well as by a fucceffion of acts of parliament, authorifing 
jencouraging the flave trade ; particularly by the charters 
tedin 1662 and 1674, by King Charles IT. which eftablithed 
#yyal African company, the laft of which was granted in con- 
=ynce of an addrefs from both houfes of parliament, and by 
Nts of the gth and :oth of William the III. a period when 
1 principles of civil liberty were minutely inveftigated, well 

ritood, and freely afferted; and more recently, by the aé& 
4, George II. which recites the ufefulnefs and abfolute ne- 
jy ofthe African trade. Our claim of compenfation is founded 
nd fupported by, not only the rules of natural as well as 
ljaftice, but by the expeétations we are warranted to enter- 
rom the examples of compenfation made by parliament to 
1).oyal African company, for the refumption of their lands, 
Hy &c. &c. (fee flat. 25 Geo. I. c. xl. in 1752, and to the 
1h merchants and owners of fhips engaged in the African 
*), for loffes fuftained by them in confequence of the a& for 
ting the thipping aud carrying flaves in Britith veffels from 
Svait of Africa, paffed in the lait feffion of the Britith parlia- 
: and it is our opinion that, before any further meafures 
ds the abolition of the flave trade be taken by the parlia- 
of Great Britain, commiffioners ought to be appointed for 
uning the loffes to arife therefrom. 
[Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint committee, that 
-/4ges which have been brought againit the planters of this 
* Of improper and inhuman treatment of our Slaves, may 
| Cc be 
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*: looked on this laft account as more perfect than 1790. 
own, which was that of a private gentleman (of Part IT, 
{ naica) only, and the other that of a publick offi- —y—s 


Part I]. lation from the Infpector-General’s account, whi; 
w—~ reaches from 1772 to 1787. ‘Lhe faid account v3 
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cer, Hence he has taken the Jaft part of his calc. 


we 


deliver 


be fully refuted and difproved; firft by an appeal to our la 
and, fecondly, by the evidence of refpectable men who have! 
fided among us, and have been witneffes to our manners. Wh, 
ever may be faid of our ancient Colonial Slave-laws, the /. 
which have been paffed, within the laft ten years, are writter 
characters of juftice, mercy, and liberality. Concerning the ’ 
neral treatment of our flaves, we refer to the evidence already j= 
fonally given to the Lords of the Council, by the Right Hon. 1; 
Rodney, Sir Peter Parker, Adm. Barrington, Sir Jofhua Row. i 
Admiral Hotham, Vice Admiral Edwards, and Sir Gece 
Young: and to the further evidence that may be produced f 4 
gentlemen of charaéter in England who have refided many y's 
in this ifland, and are intimately acquainted with our condué d 
manners. We conceive that the teftimony of fuch perfons is/\* 
anfwerable and conclufive ; and fhall therefore only remark, | |f 
it is notorious our Slaves, in general, are not only treated \h 
kindnefs and humanity, but that they are alfo protected by w 
from immoderate chaftifement or cruel treatment, and enjoyn @ 
eafy, comfortablg, and happy lives, than multitudes of the |e 
bourers in Great Britain. 

XI. Refolved, it is the opinion of the joint committee, tj 
in confidence of the validity of plantation fecurity, and the fup) ¢ 
and encouragement the fugar-colonies, and the African tri'y 
have hitherto experienced from government, the merchant m 
Great-Britain have been induced to enter in very large advan j; 
and engage in extenfive loans to the Wett-India planters; and 2 
the faith of an a& of parliament, paffed on purpofe to make ¢ 
receiving of fix per cent. on colonial fecurities lawful in ca 
Britain, great numbers of private perfons at home as well as@ 
fubjects of foreign flates, have likewife embarked confider 6 
fums on mortgages, and have purchafed annuities to a very I: 
amount on Weft-India eftates: now theflave trade being the gil 
fource of every Weit-India improvement, its abolition mutt |e 
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vitably diminifh the value of all fuch fecurities, and drtvejé 
creditors to ufe every means in their power to extricate t 
property from fuch a precarious fituation; to the immed} 
diitrefs of the planters and their families, and the ultimate 1 
of many of the mortgagees and annuitants themfelves. Py 

MII. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, if 
the prefent value of property in this ifland may be fairly and \ 
fonably eftimated as follows; viz. 250,000 negroes, at 50). !\f 
ling per head, is 12,500,0vol. The patented lands, with tif 
ereCtions, and the perfonal property appertaining gee 


at double the value of the negroes (being the moit general rul 
| valuat | 
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a War 25 years. 
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6171 
579% 


Brass TR 


ig 


_ 3)17485 


FRSA TLS 


FuLier. 203 


\ivered in and read, and is inferted from page 1790. 
7 to 499 of the minutes at large. By this ac- Parell. 
unt it appears that, in Seen 


Total flaves Average (499:) 

Years retained per Ann, 
1749-10-54 5230 5523 
L755 —— 7—= 43045 mmm 62 35 
1763 — 8—49368-———-6171 
1775 —12—88.4.43———7.390 
1782— 7—41536—— 5791 
178 7— 5—32218 —— 6444 


49 310440 


AVERAGES. 


Peace 24 years. 
6235 
7379 
6444 


320049 


(wr re PEE 


5828 


6683 
5828 


.. nme 

Jace annual average exceeds war 855 

ynual average retained for 49 years 6335 

tf | Cas Witnefs 


oe) amount to 25,000,000). and the article of houfes in the 
ms, the coafting and trading veflels, &c. may be eftimated at 
‘million and a half at the leaft; it appearing, by the Report 
the Committee of the Lords of the Privy Council, that the 
ih in Kingfton and Spanith Town are alone worth 1,428,5211. 
ing. ‘The total is thirty-nine millions of pounds Sterling ; 
) Whole profits and produce of which capital, as alfo of the va- 
as branches of commerce to which it gives rife, center in Great 
fain, and add to the national wealth, while the navigation ne- 
ary to all its branches, eftablithes a ftrength which wealth can 
er puarchafe nor balance. 


1790. 

Part II. 

focnammon, comand 
(483.) 


P. 484. 


(2040) 


Carers . 


Witnefs examined.—Roserr Norris, Efqy 
Produced a paper, intitled, ‘* An account of t 

“¢ veffeis and amount of their cargoes, now employ |. 
“by the merchants of Liverpool in the Afric 
** flave trade, 3d March 1790.” It was fent hij 
by the fecretary of the committee of African m«) 
chants at Liverpool. He believes it to be a tr) 
itatement of facts, It was delivered in and rea) 
and is inferted from page 500 to 509, of the print. 
minutes. By this account it appears that there we: 
then 139 fhips, 24907 tons, 3853 feamen, employ | 
by the Liverpool merchants in the flave trade; th 
the value of fhips and outfit was £ 361,608 : os.: g 
and the total amount £ 1,092,546 : os. : gd. " 
The witnefs alfo produced the following ACCOU 
and lifts. if 
An account of the number of men difcharged [ 
the mafter tradefmen of Liverpool employed in 
flave trade, and who are now out of work, or go” 
to other places, from the reftrictions laid on th 
trade by parliament, with their occupations, ail 
wages in a year. This account is dated 15th Mar 
1790, and is inferted page 510 of the minutes | 
large. The perfons {pecified in it, are 1007 tradi 
men and labourers, 22 mafters of flave fhips, . 
mates, 356 feamen: total 1432. perfons, im t? 
fituations defcribed.—N. B. In 1787, there were on | 
719 perfons in the poor-houfe of Liverpool; b; 
from the faid reftrictions, there are now in the poc. 


houfe 1227: increafe s08. Added to thefe, t 


in 1787, were 700: increafe 340. 


A lift of African fhips laid up in Liverpool, fro 


the reftrictions on the trade, inferted page 502. 


minutes at large: total 22 thi Ips of 5366 tons, ie 


A lift of African fhips fold out of the trade, 


fent on other voyages from the faid reftridtior 


inferted ibid. Total 16 fhips of 3061 tons. 


—— 


iu 


thi 


| 
poor relieved out of the houfe, are now 10603 ai al 
ity 


| 


“7 Anpies— Witnefs ex!.— Capt. Joun Asniey Hatt 


di ; . ' 
7 Now in the Weft-India trade from London, was 1790. 


“fade two voyages to Africa in the Neptune, as 


Yhd failed along fhore, fometimes trading for rice 
»,C. Palmas; failed thence the firft voyage to the 
Wer Del Rey, in the bight of Biafira, where they 
ie Second voyage, failed from C. Palmas to Del 


/ ge 
| The flaves were brought on board by the black 
“aders pinioned, and fometimes 4 or 5 with collars 
Jnained together. | 
1) Thefe traders always went for the flaves, after the 
Virival of the fhip, with goods they got, and in war 
Minoes. He faw from 3 to 10 canoes in a fleet, 
ypch with 40 to 60 paddlers, and 20 to 30 traders, 
jad other people, with mufkets, fuppofe one to cach 
jan, with a 3 or 4 pounder lafhed on the bow ; they 
rere generally abfent from 10 days to 3 weeks. 
Often afked the mode of buying flaves inland; 
Dyas told by the traders they were prifoners of war, 
Yad fold by the captors. He never iaw a flave 
Vrought on board with a frefh wound, and a few 
uth old fears. 
Often afked them how they became flaves: they 
onftantly faid, either furprized in their towns, at 
‘ork in the fields, or taken in fixed battle. 

| Often faw flaves brought on board from 8 to 13 

‘ears old, always without relations; never knew 
ut one inftance to the contrary, which was a woman 
ath a fucking child about 6 weeks, old. 
> 
; 


oe eee SS 


a 


The trade in the rivers Calabar and Del Rey is 
arried on by means of pawns, who very often are 
hildren of the traders. They were always parti- 
a | cularly 


: 


M the African trade from 1772 to 1776 inclufive. Part Il. 
Risen yeraenadl 


“ird, fecond and chief mate ; touched at C. Mount, (513-) 


“ey; but the trade being dull, went to the R. Old P. 514. 


— A 
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1790. cularly anxious as to the fate of the pawns, an’ 
Part II. feemed much diftreffed when fufpicious of the fhip | 
ev failing away with them. | | 


(537-) 


(516.) 


W. Inpres. j. A. Hate; 


>" 


Never faw more guns in the king’s and princip; 
trader’s houfes than appeared for ufe; never an’ 
trade guns but of a better fort. On thé fea coal 
they were afraid to fire a trade gun. 7) 

In Old Calabar river are two towns, Old Town an ‘ 
New Town. A rivalfhip in trade produced a jez’ 
loufy between the towns; fo that through fear ¢|_ 
each other, for a confiderable time, no canoe woul 
leave their towns to go up the river for flaves’ 
which happened in 1767. He correéts an error of it)’ 


being in 1768, when examined before the Priv’ 
Council, from a copy he has fince feen of the de’ 
poiition of William Floyd, mate of the India’ 
Queen. In 1767 feven fhips lay off the poin’ 
which feparates the towns ; fix of the captains in|) 
vited the people of both towns on board on : 
certain day, as if to reconcile them: at the fam’ 
time agreed with the people of New Town to cu’) 
oiF all the Old Town people who fhould remain on’ 

board the next morning. The Old Town’ peopl, 
perfuaded of the fincerity of the captains’ propolal’ 
went on board in great numbers. Next morninga, 
8 o’clock one of the fhips fired a gun, as a figna’ 
to commence hoftilities. Some of the traders wert 
Secured on board, fome were killed in refifting, anc 
fome got overboard and were fired upon. Wher 
the firing began, the New Town people who were 
in ‘ambufh behind the point, came forward anc 
picked up the people of Old Town, who wert’ 
{wimming, and had efcaped the firing. After the 
firing was over, the captains of 5 of the fhips deli’ 
vered their prifoners (perfons of confequence) * 
the New Town canoes, two of whom were beheaded 
along fide the fhips; the inferior prifoners were’ 
carried to the Weft-Indies. One of the captains,’ 
who had fecured three of the king’s brothers, :¥ 
vere 


qi! 


i 


a 
Mier brothers he kept on board, promifing, when —\—# 
Je thip was flaved, to deliver them to the chief 
His fhip was foon flaved from 
is promife, and the number of prifoners made 
Jat day; but he refufed to deliver the king’s 
yo brothers, and carried them to the Weft-Indies 
id fold them.*. Thence they efcaped to Virginia, 
dd thence, after 3 years, to Briftol; where the 
‘jptain who brought them, fearing he had done 
rong, meditated carrying or fending them back to 
Jones, of Briftol, who had fhips trading 
} Old Calabar, had them taken from the fhip 
Where they were in trons) by Habeas Corpus. After 
‘gquiry how they were brought from Africa, they 
‘ere liberated, and put in one of Jones’s thips, for 
Id Calabar, where the witnefs was, when they ar- 
Wed in the fhip Cato, Langdon. 
Were treated very ill in che Weift-Indies, but much 
}tter in Virginia. : 
So fatisfied were the people of Old Town, in 
67, of the fincerity of the captains who invited 
Nem, and of the New Town people towards a 
“conciliation, that, the night before the mafflacre, 
e chief man of Old Town gave to the chief man 
l) New Town one of his favorite women as a wife. 
was faid, that from 3 to 400 perfons were killed 
at day, in the fhips, in the water, or carried of 


lan of New Town. 


f irginia. 


I 
i 


e coatt. 
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J..A. Haut, 


The king efcaped from the fhip he was in, b 
Olling two of the crew who attempted to feize him: 
} then got into a one-man canoe, and paddled to 
Ve fhore; a 6-pounder from one of the thip’s ftruck 
€ canoe to pieces, he then {wam on fhore to the 
pods near the fhip, and reached his own town tho’ 
ofely purfued ; it was faid he recelyvea 11 wounds 
om mufket-fhot, | 


red one of them to the ehief man of New Town, 1790. 
o was one of the two beheaded along fide; the Part IL. 


They faid they 


y 


_Capiain- 


P. 517s 
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4790. 


Part If. Neptune, had this account from the boatfwain, Thom, 
ev) Rutter, who, in 1767, had been boatfwain. 


W. Inpres. Ep A. Haus. 


Captain Hall in his firft voyage on board th 


) 


the Canterbury, captain Sparkes, of London, ar 


concerned in the faid maffacre; Rutter told him tl 


~ 


ftory exactly as related, and never varied in it; alia 


1) 


allo from the king’s two brothers, who agreed exatt, . 


with Rutter. 
When failing along the windward coaft, he oft 


{aw canoes hovering about the fhip for a confiderab,| 
‘time, after much intreaty they came on board, bi. 


were fo fufpicious that they kept conftantly near tl, 
fhip’s fide, to jump overboard; they faid they wer 
feaiful of being taken off the coaft, as fome of the) 
countrymen had been. | | 
The flaves wher 
always appear dejected. 


men, which he afcribed to their being forced fro, 
their deareft connections, and native country. 


The men were immediately put in irons, two tog«|. 


ther, and kept in irons, hands and feet, “till “the 


arrival in the Welt Indies, unlefs taken ill, when th, 
Irons were taken off. Never faw a female in irons. _ 


. e 3 3 5 ° 4) 
They often difagree in the night about their fleepin, 


places; the men linked together often fight, whe 
ene wants perhaps to obey the calls of nature, an, 
the other is unwilling to go with him. 1 

Their ufual food on board’was horfe-beans, ric 
and yams, with a little palm-oil and pepper. The 
often refufed to eat, efpecially beans, when they wei 
corrected with a cat o’nine tails. He has known the! 
refuial to eat attributed to fullennefs, when owing t 
ficknels, particularly one man who was correéte 
moderately for not eating, 
morning. 

They were made after meals to jump on beating 
drum. This is called dancing. When they refufec 
they were compelled by the cat. 4 


i] 
1 


Ofte. 


" 


brought on board to be fol) 
Tt foon wore of with tl, 
young flaves, and fome women; but not with th) 


and was found dead ney, 


: 


i 


~ 


—— 
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byage 280. In the firft voyage they loft he thinks 
); but having been ill, was obliged to give up his 
urnal; in the 2d, exactly 90. Inthe Weft-Indies he P, 520. 
und the lofs of flaves to be very confiderable of 
yard many fhips: Knew fome bury half their cargo, 


me a quarter, and fome a third; it was very 


tcommon to find fhips without fome lols of theit 


wes. ‘They loft 10 feamen the firft voyage out of 
}; and the fecond voyage 9 out of 30. He kept 
yournal, fo that the facts were mentioned as they 
ppened. 


; The Venus failed with them both voyages, belong- 
jg to the fame owners; they kept company to the 


rer Del Rey the firft voyage, where they flaved; 

it fhip buried in that voyage 18 feamen out of 30. 
ae fecond voyage they kept company to the river 
‘Mabar, where they both flaved, and in that voyage 


‘r lofs exceeded their’s in proportion to her crew ; 
t cannot fpeak exactly. 

MInhis 2d voyage they fpoke to the York, Adams, 
) the windward coaft; fhe had been 10 months from 
jverpool, had loft 5: of her people including 6 


ites, out of 75 men. Herelates this, from a remark 
ide in his journal on the day. they {poke to the 
rk, 


In May 1788, two hips arrived in the Weft-Indies 


lm Africa, called the Hornet and Benfon; they 
thored clofe to his fhip. He went on board the 


ornet, and was told they had loft 11 men out of 


o; w when the Benfon came to anchor, he was in his 


n fhip, and could only fee 2 whites handing the 
s, the reft were black boys, flaves, 
d The 


* Often heard them cry out below for want of air. 17 


jv 


20g 


O. 
btween decks is fo hot, that often after being below bx? Li: 
‘few minutes, his fhirt was fo wetted by perfpiration, eames 
Jat he could have wrung it. 

* Their veffel was Aba ef i8o tons by regifter. They 


‘iurchafed firft voyage about 270 flaves: the fecond 


Part II. in the Weft-Indies, were generally (he did not kne” 


—— a fingle inftance to the contrary) in a fickly, debi 


P.. 522. feamen laying on the wharf in Bridge Town, Be: 


- 523° the fhips. Has feen traders and canoe men fmoaki 


W. InvIEs. J. A. Hate. 


The crews of the African fhips when they attiv’ 


»> 


j 


tated ftate; the feamen who were difcharged or al 
ferted from thofe fhips in the Weft-Indies, were r' 
moft miferable objects he ever met with. “He oft’ 
faw them with their toes rotted off, their legs fwell! 
to the fize of their thighs, and ulcerated. all ‘ove. 
fach was their ftate, that however inclined to rélie’ 
them, by taking them into their fhips, they we 
deterred by not having furgeons on board ‘to gi 
them the neceflary affiftance; he faw them ‘on ty 
wharfs in Antigua, Barbadoes and Jamaica (efpecia’ 


the two laft) laying under the cranes and balcon 
expiring, and fome dead. He faw lait July a de’. 


SS ee rr — 


SSE eee 


badoes, who had been landed out of an African th, 


Never fhipped an African feamen in any voyage : 
made to the Weft-Indies. ‘He commanded a We 
Indiaman ro years, made 10 voyages, and nev" 
loft but one feaman, and that ‘was through inter” 
perance. Believes the African trade tobe deftruct” 
to feamen, and beyond all comparifon with any tra) 
he knows; believes-they are in general treated wi 
great barbarity in the flave fhips; and does not knc 
of their being ill-treated in any other fervice. 

On the windward coaft he had feen rice, ivo,, 
and Malacuetta ‘pepper, plantanes, bananas, yar) 
and many tropical fruits; alfo on the leeward ‘C02, 
palm oil, ivory, bar’wood, and moft tropical fray 


) 


and has feen very fine fugar canes brought on bo7 


ee 


= — 


— > 
Fe lin 


pe ee 


Leia 


tobacco of their own growth. The African r 
_ was confidered in the fhip he failed in much heart 
food than the Caroline rice; they put two crues 
water, to one crue of Caroline rice; and ‘three crus 
of watér, to one crue of the Afrcian rice. Has be! 
at South Carolina, but never faw rice growings te 


informed upon enquiry that it grew in fwamps} 4 
ct 
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ae rice grow in Africa, in a dry foil: has bought it 31790. 

jn the windward coaft from the natives, who brought Part Il, 
_ on board in {mall canoes, (often with only one -~—? 

yan) had been often on fhore buying it in the fhip’s 

ats, . and he does not recollect ever lofing any 

om the furf. wat 

Has feen the furf at Dominique and St. Kitt’s, full 

’ high as he ever faw it on the windward coaft. On 

ye leeward coaft, he was in the rivers were there was 

> fart. : . 

| The Europeans who trade for flaves in the bight of P. 524. 

nin, buy great quantities of yams and eddoes from 

ke people of Fernandipo, where he had often been 

‘om Del Rey and Calabar to buy yams, and always 

jund them very ready to trade. The fhips from 

Id Calabar, Del Rey and the Cameroons, he believes 

‘jLfend thither: has been 7 miles in the inland part 

) Fernandipo, and the yam and the eddoe plan- 

‘Itions he always found in the higheft order, and 

wueh more fo than thofe of Calabar. The yams were 

jwch better than any he ever faw in the Weft-Indies. 

| There is no flave trade carried on by the natives 

|) Fernandipo, ‘but fome of them have been taken 

F by the fhips and boats touching there. 

) At Calabar and Del Rey the only people that he 

"pard called flaves, were the canoe boys: has always 
en the flaves treated there with great kindnefs and 


ae 


ftinguith mafter from flave. 

He believes negroes to be as ingenious as Furo- 

"tans, under the fame difadvantages, and as capable 

- all the virtues: he never faw them particularly 
‘dolent, when there was an opportunity of working 

_ advantage. : 

) He quitted the flave trade from conviction, that 

_ was perfectly illegal, and founded in blood. He 

/puld often have had a fhip in that fervice, which was 

en very lucrative for the vaafters: was fecond mate P. 326. 
hen aged 22, 


Dd2 Was 


212 W. Invres. ji A. HA | 


1790. 


t———” often on fhore at Calabar, fometimes 3 or 4 times | 
day to bring on board flaves, palm oj], and othe 
articles. 


P. 527. Antigua, by Mr. Taylor in 1782; and from Mri 
Cox in 1781 and 1782. i 
P. 528. 
two brothers, their depofitions taken at Briftol; ani 
of William Floyd, who was mate of one of the ‘hip 


when the tranfaction happened; he took no copy. Thi ” 
names of fome of the fhips there (i.e, 1767 )at Calabar 
were the Duke of York, Beaven, of Liverpool; thi 


Edgar, Lace, of Liverpool; the Indian Queen 
Lewis, of Briftol; 
the Canterbury, Sparks, of London. 


above 400 people from the old town came on boar: 
P. 530. 


time he went thither, 


Believes it not general in Guineamen to put the: 
firft 8 or ro negroes in irons; but after that, every 
man is put in irons when he comes on board, ancl 


fo continued, unlefs in ficknefs, till they reached the 
Welt Indies. It was fo in his thip, 


Believes the boats he faw going from Calabar. (ie 
which many then were armed) went to trade. | 


Was often on fhore on the windward coaft in thi! 
Part JI. river Calabar, not often at Del Rey. Was very 


Quitted the trade from confcientious prin’ 
ciples, and not to receive a legacy in the Weft Indies’ 
Was firft offered the command of an African thip il 


He faw at Calabar in the poffeffion of the king’) 


So SS 


the Nancy, Maxwell, of Briftol! 
Was told 


the fhips, and moft of them remained all night. Hat, 
faid before the privy council that the Englifh wer’ 
as well received after the tranfaction, alluding to the 


Was tcld by Capt. Jeremiah Smith, 


that thi : 


—_— 2 SSS. oe tin 


—————— ee 
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voyage before, he (Capt, riall) was with his brother. 


(which was in 1772) a Capt. Fox had taken off ign 


p people from the windward coat, 


eee 
w/ 
Believes the calamity of the feamen, “mentioned | If 


page 521, proceeded ig‘ general from the {curvy 


Never knew a fhip fail away without giving notice: 


oftener to be found in African fhips than in any 


others ; having 


never {een aman, in any fhip a 
a 


7 
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ra 


{ id failed in, with the fcurvy in a great degree. As 1790. 
having feen people in Barbadoes, with that cala- Part II. 
‘lity, that had not been in African fhips, has feen ——\——w 
| ople labouring under the black fcurvy. Does not 

-now whether the fcurvy produces the effect men- 

med on the toes and legs, but believes it does. 

“When on the windward coaft they were two fhips 

_ company both voyages, and procured as much 

‘se in addition to what they had, as they wanted. 

‘Jas feen fields of rice. The moft diftant plantation 

om the fea he has feen, was from 3 to 4 miles : 

¢ rice was carried to the fhips in bafkets on perfons 

jads: does not know whether he could have got 

te to load afhip of 200 tons, Saw but little ivory P, 534° 
‘the windward coaft, which was brought on board 


ee 


{ 
} 


wwe the flaves a little, —-and the fick flaves fome- 
“nes had a dram in the morning—confined his 
> \fwers to his own fhip. 

ee the armed canoes, feen in Del Rey river, 
| 


‘ere equipped for the protection of thofe on board 
jem, and their goods; but believes they would take 
‘y opportunities that might offer of teizing and 
‘trying off any perfons whom they might be able 
\furprize, page 558. 

At Calabar and Del Rey the flaves were always 
" pught by the captain’s; on the windward coaft, they 
_ 2in a great meafure bought in boats by the mates. 
Thinks many flaves are killed, and of courfe that 
"is a bloody. trade, founded his opinion on having 
"ard fome traders fay the flaves were taken in wars 
" d from fome of them in the W. Indies having told 

_m they were kidnapt. Said before the privy council P. 537. 
bt did not believe wars were entered into on the fea- 

jalt, to make flaves, 

. Heard 


P, 536 


h 
i 
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P. 529. 


Penag. 


541, 


P9542 


AFRICA. j.A. Hart, 


) 


Heard that captains Fidler and Doyle, of Live, 


pool, in 1775, were poifoned; but believes by th, 
‘ee New Town people. His thip lay abreaft of tly 


Old Town, the people of which always behave, 


very well to his fhip. Heard that the natives c 


the windward coaft detained the officers of fhip 
a-fhore, and exterted goods for their releafe, by 
never faw one inftance. Heard that they attempt, 


to ‘ize and boariied his majefty's thip Chefterfiely 
capt. Barron, off cape Palmas. fas heard, by 


does not know, thar they attacked trading fhalloy: 
and boats, murdered the crew, and plundered th 
goods on board them: and fuch aétions may i 
{ome inftances be the probable caufe of the cautio 
{tated, when they came on board our fhips. Bring) 
the journal of his fecond voyage. The evidence « 
his irft voyage was from memory, having loft hi 
journal. ? 


Continued fecond mate til] the fhip arrived a 
Dominique, and came home chief mate; the fecon: 


voyage he was fecond mate, and came home chic 


mate from Jamaica. His duty, as fecond mate, wa 


in the hold, when provifions and water were to bi 
ferved, or goods wanted for trade; on every othe 
occafion he deemed his duty on deck and in th: 
boats neceflary. In the middle paffage to ferve ou’ 
provilions and attend on the quarter deck and round 
houfe when the faves were meffing. The neceflar’. 
duty confifts in overhauling the rigging, going oi 


fhore according to the Captain’s directions, and an'i 
other requifite duty. When fent a-fhare it was hi; 
duty to bring on board fire- wood, and any thing elf 
that was wanted. Had been fent to F ernandipo a! 


oilicer of the boat to buy yams and eddoes. Neve! 


bought flaves, it not being the mate’s duty, but thi 
Captain's, at Del Rey and Calabar. Never flept ot: 
fhore in Africa. Was never abfent from the thi, 
more than 8 or 9 days ata time, when he truftec 
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On the different parts of the windward coaft, P. 543. 


pee er — a a a 


‘iking off fugars where thereis afurf. Where they 


‘jie windward coaft. At Dominique he has been in 
ofeau bay; and at St. Kiti’s Baffeterre. Thete 
 orts are at the leeward of the ifland, but he had 
/ equently known the fea breeze blow very ttrong 
both thefe ports, {0 as .to uo mifchief, and make 
nding difficult. The trade iwind generally blows 
om E.N.E to E.S.E. and continues from April to 


nods were to be fhipped. on the windward coait he 


‘T fhore; and ufed the fame precautions at Domi+ 
‘que, about 30 feet diftance, becaufe he had bulky | 
ticles to take in. Saw the fame precautions uled P. 54% 
) St. Kitt’s, and coula have gone as near between 
pe Mefurado and cape Three Points. 
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fe with the natives; and gained his information 4790. 
lating to the flave trade from the traders, who all Part IT. 
eak Englifh. er 


ye he had been, he landed with equal fafety as at 
, Kict’s and Dominique.’ The furf does fometimes 
in very high on the windward:coaft, and the fea, in 
me places, breaks at fone diftance from the hore; 
it he always went on fhore without meeting with 
y accident to the people or boat; and was there, 
» thinks, from 16 days to 3 weeks each voyage; 
tin the rainy feafon. He anchored at a diitance, 
id went on fhore in a fmall boat on account of the 
rf. Had they had any bulky articles co take into 
e large boat they could have effected it in the fame 
anner as at Dominique and St. Kitt s, which is by 
whoring near the fhore, and having 2 fkids from p 544 
e boats ftern to the fhore, which is the way of °""" 


ere on the windward coaft they could not have 
nded always, but believes they.could have landed 
-often as not; and they obferve the fame precau- 


ons in landing at St. Kitt’s and Dominique as upon 


aly, at times: in each of thole months. When 


ver anchored in the large boatabove 50 fathoms 


The 


lhe 
| 


it 


216 


179 
Part Il. fmalls he bought each voyage about 5 tons \ 
eve rice on the windward coaft, which was got in fro, 


P. 547. It is reddifh, and is a very hearty food. 


i. San. 


P. 550. Itis very high land at Fernandipo, and muc! 


O. 


J. A. Hatzi 


. The ivory bought on the windward coaft, was 
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16 days to about 3 weeks. - Another fhip, 
company both voyages, bought about as much. | 

The rice is fometimes wet with falt water, whe 
brought ia the little canoe. Believes oftner dr, 


Thinks exercife neceflary for the flaves healtl 
in the middle paffage. 7 
_ He never knew the flaves complain of being col) 
in the fhip he belonged to, which had grating, by 
no air-ports. Has often met with African thi) 
without air-ports, but fince he left-the trade hi 

_feen more with air-ports coming to the Weft-Indit | 

than without. } 

Mott of thofe who died on board the Neptun’ 
were able feamen, had no landfmen on board: ij. 
one voyage, but the cooper, armourer, and: cai 
penter’s mate; and never an apprentice, but; 
boys each voyage. Thinks the Venus loft all he 
officers the firft voyage, except the chief mate ani 
captain, At Annabona fome cocoa nuts'and. ¢a: 

{ada flour were all the refrefhments they:gor.. B 

faw fome live ftock, plantains and bananas brough 

along-fide his fhip; the captain bought -fomere 
them for the cabin, but ‘the fick flaves hadym 
refrefhments of that fort. . In that voyage the: 
hada dyfentery, fo that the captain was afraid t| 
give them plantaines and bananas; and they ha 
no roomon deck: for fowl-coops, ner any» where 
except’ in one of the fmall boats, coops migh 
have been lafhed.on the thip’s quarters, but wer: 


rain falls there in the rainy fea. ~The yams ari 
much better than at Calabar, he thinks from th’ 
difference of the foil, and the people of Fernan: 
dipo, not having any flave trade, give all thet: 
attention to cultivation. | 
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ft about 10 men in her; as foon as fhe got 
‘ty near, the men fired into her from the fhip’s 


pat, on which they jumped over-board ; fome of 


em were wounded, one was taken out of the 
ater, and died in lets than an hour in the boat; 2 
hers were taken up unhurt, and carried to Cala- 
ito the fhip. Captain Smith was angry at the 
ficer, and fent another officer in the boat to land 
e two men in the bay. whence they were taken. 
amediately after the boat had brought off thefe 


¢ 


Nyo perfons,. the withefs went into the bay in their 
vn long-boat, and fending on fhore two men td 
ijl water, they were furrounded by the natives; 


ao drove three {pears into one of the men, and 
yunded the other with a large ftick, in confe- 


pence of taking away the two men juft men- 
pned. Knows of no other inftance.. It was faid 
ey had difputed with the people on fhore when 
Phiding with them for yams, but they had not done 


y of the buat’s crew any injury. 
Never was more than 2 miles from the fhip; 


icept in the long boat to Farnandipo. When he 
Wpke of 15 leagues up the river, faid the {hip lay 
anchor thereabouts. 


He never faw any flaves in the country of Del 


yy and Calabar, except the women and cance- 


m. Firft entered into the Weit-India trade, as 


yomander of a veflel from London in 17803 be- 
yeen 1777 and 1780, was on board the Tartar 
qvateer. As to the property acquired on board a 


vate fhip of war being a traffic founded in blood 


Lig 


snot think himfelf competent. to {peak to ic 


de Tartar carried 34 guns; 230 men; he was frit 
utenant. | 


i Knows the furf to be lefs at Woodbridge’s bay, 
"in at Rofeau, and has heard that to be the peneral 


2 
| 


| Eé place 
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‘At Fernandipo in his od voyage, a boat of the 1790. 
Nenus, Smith, which had been feat there for yams Part II, 
Mom Calabar, enticed a canoe to come along-fide —y—— 


%* 
A)- + 
= @ 


1790. place where all Guineamen in particular bring 1 _ 
Part II. on their arrival, and where they take on board the 
—— + homeward-bound cargo. 


P. 558. 


P. 559. 
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The large boats come’: 
. anchor at fome diftance from the fhore at Baffetert' 
P. 555-St. Kitt’s, which is open to the fouth. Has n 


feen much fugar taken off from St. Kitt’s. 


not know Half-moon bay. 

Is not competent to fpeak of the treatment of f 
flaves in Weft-Indies: wifhes to decline it: has oft: 
heard that the furf at Baffeterre is often fo high | 
to prevent the boats from taking off fugar for q d 


together. 
When he faw the Benfon in the Weit- Indies, i 
heard that fhe had loft 31 perfons. 4 
Has féen the flaves in Africa eating with th’: 
matters.” 


Difputes were the caufes he generally heard affign’? 
for the natives of Africa detaining the officers al 
crews of fhips’ boats, and requiring a ranfom a’ 


retaliation. 


Rutter told ees that the king of the Old To’ 
gave his daughter for a wife to the chief trader of (# 
New Town, but the two king’s brothers faid fhe vi 
a favorite woman. | 

Capt. Smith was particularly attentive to the {'< 
He remembered an inftance ot 
woman being bought, with her child about fix wes 
the child was very crofs from ficknefs, ¢1 

The boatfwain wifll 


failors and flaves. 


old ; 


ac much noife at night. 
much to throw it overboard, and folicited the capt? 
for permiffion to do it, all edging it would not hy 


and, 


exercife ; 


if it did, would one nothing ; which requis 
the captain received with horror and deteftation. ; 

It was always neceffary for the perfon to have a , 
who attended the flaves, in meffing, and taking tl 4 
they fometimes received a few ftrokes wi 
they refufed : he attended by the captain’s order, i 
ufed the cat at his difcretion. 


Rememt! 
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; Remembers at Dominique they could not land with 1790. 
ther of the fhip’s boats for 48 hours. Part If. 


One of the captains at Calabar did not combine -~—~ 
(ith the people of New Calabar, to lurprize the Old 

yown people; but knows not the captain’s or fhip’s 

“ime. 

', Knew a flave jump overboard in the river Del 
yey, and another in Antigua, 


Witnefs examined 


Isaac Wison, 


y Surgeon in his Majefty’s navy, made t voyage to 
" frica, in the Elizabeth of 370 tons, John Smith, from 
yondon, failed 10th May, 1788, and returned 6th Dec. 
14789, the crew and flaves were as well treated as in 
py other fhip; took on board 602 flaves, who were p. 562. 
‘|| confined, and crowded between decks at night, 
jeting the voyage; (a few women excepted) when 
spought on board, a gloomy penfivenefs feemed to 
gver cait their countenance, and continued in a great 
lany. ‘hey loft in the voyage 1¢ flaves, of whom 
jere were, in his opinion, two-thirds ; the primary 
ule of whofe death might be deemed melancholy ; 
1¢ fymptons of their diforders generally the fame, 
jad he does not recolleét ever to have cured any of 
Hem: Another reafon for believing that their deaths 
Ppight be afcribed to melancholy from their fituation 
+435; that fome taken ill, who had not the melancholy, 
ok medicines with very good effect, He heard them P. 26 
-y, in their language, that they wifhed to die, and was + + 9°3° 
r id by captain Smith, the mortality of the flaves, was 
ving to their thinking fo much of their fituation. 
j he flux prevailed in their fhip, which he conceived in 
great meafure owing to the fame caufe, and to their 
Hfufing fuftenance, by which they became debilitated, 
git the flaves had no other very fatal diforder. Has 
_ vard the flaves complain of heat ; the ill effects which 

: 1M ge refulted 
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1790. 
Part II. nefs, and fainting ; which he believed ‘had been thi 
“-—~——” caufe of the death of flaves, having feen fome die’ 


P. 564. dese in the morning 


P. 565. 0n deck, are placed clofe to each other, and on eai) 
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refulted from this, and their confinement, was weal 


few minutes after being brought up, which proceede : 
from corrupted air, a and heat, “jointly. Has feen the!” 
go down apparently quite well at night, and four 
They had an hofpital, bi 
the fick flaves lay on the bare planks, which by th 
motion of the veflel, often caufed excoriations fro’ 
the prominent parts of the body. The. lofs of md 
was greater than that of women. ‘The men we 
gener ally kept in irons, the fickly excepted. Thin’ 
this trade could not be purfued fafely, if the’men we 
not in general in irons. ‘They attempted to rife ( 
them at Bonny; 2 few of them jumped over- boar‘ 


and were picked up. The flaves on being broug, 


of their irons there is a ring, through which a chain. 
rolled, and faftened with ring-boits to the deck, by 
hook, in which fituation they are compelled to dan’ 
Pie the cat often. It is very common for the flaves "} 
refufe fuftenance; with fuch, gentle means are ufe 
but if without faccefs, the cat is generally applie: 
Slaves appeared muich crowded below. He genera: 

took off his fhoes before going down, and was Vel 


cautious how he walked, left he fhould tread on thei! 
Three veffels belonging to the fame houfe as their!) 
failed to the coaft for flaves —Elizabeth, Wallis) a! 
the Favourite, Bamfield, both of London; and t: 
Ebizabeth, Martha ll, The Elizabeth, Wallis, the fi 
voyage bought about 450 eit and buried above 2! 
before her arrival in the rive Plate, as he was told 
the Commiffioner of the oka Phillippine Compa’ 

of Spain. The Favourite bought 466 in Africa; hy 
mortality 73, and delivery 393 in the river Plate, i 
he was told | PY her chief mate and furgeon. “Ti 
Elizabeth,» Marfhall, bought 546 ; mortality 15) 
delivery 388, astold by Mr. Duffin, ‘There were! 
or 3:-in captains Marfhail’s {hip 1 in the {mall po% mi 
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arm, and he ufed the proper means for her recovery, 
@ut in vain. 
yeceliary to oblige the flaves to take food, he would 
yziate that of a young man, who, he conceived, 
pyarved himfelf; he had not been very long on board 
refore he perceived him get thin; they found he had 
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irgeon, to take care of the negroes on fhore. His 
iz. 16 by ficknefs, and 2 drowned. Of the crew of 
1¢ Elizabeth, Marfhal}, he was told by the furgeon, 
i¢ Mortality was 27, (a woman found means to get 


»pe-yarn, the night preceding, which the tied to the 


ead of the armourer’s vice, then in the woman’s 
) 


bom; fhe faftened it round her neck, and in the 


ynorning was found dead, whence it appeared, fhe muft 


ave uled great exertions to accomplifh her end. A 


joung woman alfo hanged herfelf, by tying rope-yarn 


2a batten, near her ufual fleeping p ace, and flipping 
ff the platform; the next morning fhe was found 


Among many cafes where force was 


fet taken his food, and refufed taking any; mild 


neans were ufed to divert him from his refclution; 


hey endeavoured to make him underftand that he 
hould have any thicg he withed for; but he ftill 
‘efufed to eat; they then ufed the cat with as little 


fuccefs; he always kept his teeth fo faft, that it was 
wmpofiible to get any thing down; they endeavoured 


0 introduce a _/peculum oris; but the points were too 


obtufe to enter; and next tried a bolus knife without 
rie&. In this flate he was 4.or 5 days, when he 


was brought up as dead, to be thrown overboard ; 
Mut he, agreeable to his general exprefs directions, 
was called and ufed endeavours to recover him, 


tho’ in vain; two cays afterwards he was brought 
1p in the fame ftate as before; he then feemed to 
with to get up, they affifted him and brought him aft 
© the fire place, when in q feeble voice, in his own 

tongue 


22 


ye arrived in the river Plate ; andafter delivery of the 1790. 
wargoes of the 3 fhips, 229 flaves died by this diforder, Part IT; 
which he knows, by being appointed, with the Spanifh —y~»—# 


uip’s company were 45 in all; of which they loft 18, P. 567- 
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: | es fy 
1790. tongue, he afked for water, which was given hin 
Part II. and he drank ; they began to have hopes of diffuadin, 
“—-— him, but he again fhut his teeth as faft as ever, ar 


P. 56 _ceivable refufal, he did: has known flaves jum 


P. 670, Bonny, one of the people ca'led Breeches, of tl, 
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refolved to die, which on the gth day from his pe, 


overboard, he believes to drown themfeves ; coul, 
relate two inftances in their own fhip; the firft, whe, 
off Annabona, a flave on the fick lift, jumped ove. 
board, and was picked up by the natives; th; 
fecond, when at fea; the captain and officers, 4 
dinner, heard the alarm of a flave being overboary 
_and perceived him making every exertion to drow, 
himfelf, by putting his head under water, and liftin, 
his hands up, and thus went down, as if exultir, 
that he got away; the perfon picked up in th. 
former initance, died foon after: the fhip is fitte 
up In a way to prevent fuch attempts, by hig 
nettings round the quarter deck, main deck an, 
poop. A man who came on board apparently wel, 
fhortly after looked melancholy ; a certain wildne, 
appeared in his countenance; he began to eat h, 
food voracioufly, and fometimes as if infenfible wh, 
it was, at other times refufed it entirely; at lengt 
he became noify, and called out, ** armourer,” wh. 
generally took the flaves out of irons when neceffary, 
he at length died infane. 

An inftance on board, induced him to belie, 


they were as affectionate as moft other people. / 


higher clafs, was brought on board. He feemed 1 

take his fituation to heart, and got ill; but fro, 

indulgencies, which none of the reft had, he partl 

recovered, When he was convalefcent, a youn, 
woman, was alfo brought on board, who proved tf 

be his fifter. On their firft meeting, they {tood 1 

filence, and looked at each other apparently wit 

the greateft affection ;—they rufhed into each othet 

arms—-embraced—feparated themfelves again—an, 

aga 
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 gainembraced. The witnefs perceived the tears to 3790. 
Hin down the females cheeks. The man had a Part HI, 
eturn of his former complaint, and his fifter attended -—~—” 
Jim with the greateft care: the firft thing fhe did of 
~ morning, was to come to the witnefs, and afk how 

er brother did.—-He at length cied—on the news 

ie which, the fifter wept bitterly, tore her hair, and 

‘hewed other figns of diftraétion. hey carried her 

‘afe to South America, and there delivered her. 

They generally found more females than males 

‘or fale on the coaft, and the males he believed fold 

it the higheft price. There were 80 flaves fick and 

‘yn recovery, when they arrived in the river Plate. 
) He quitted the trade becaufe it did not perfectly 
"-oincide with his ideas, and being obliged to ule 
{ neans for the prefervation of the cargo contrary to | 


a 


nis feelings, which was the frequent ufe of the cat P, 571. 
»\0 oblige them to take their food; and even in the 
)}& of chaftifement he has feen the flaves look up at 
pin with a fmile, and, in their own language, fay, 
"'§ prefently we fhall be no more.” There never was 
"man of greater feelings, of more humanity, or who 
paid more attention to the prefervation of the flaves 
"Jor the fake of his employers, &c. than the capt. of 
‘heir thip. He never allowed any one to chaftile the 
Taves except himfelr and the furgeon. Has been 
‘old by the furgeon of the Elizabeth, Marfhall, that 
‘while they lay at the ifland of St. Thomas, the Hero, 
" Withers, was there, and had loft 159 flaves of the 
"mall pox. In the river Bonny he was on board a 
 Spanifh veffel, uncer American colours, the St. An- 
“sonio. The captain had buried the furgeon, and all 
"be officers (the boatfwain excepted) and mott of the 
crew, he himfelf was taken ill, and begged the wit- 
nefs might attend him. He did fo, but he died going 
"over the bar; by which means a Spanifh gentleman 
_ tupercargo of their fhip; went down to this veffel : 
~ iinding Spanifh papers on board, he put officers in 
her from their veffcl, and the two others which yas 
there 
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‘Part II. Daniel, of the St. Antonio, he told the witnefs 
te came trom Carthagena in North America, 
‘fome port in Holland with the cargo, got goods the! 
to buy flaves in Africa, and carry them to Carth! 
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gena or fome other “panith fertlement, 


mation he defired him to give the Spanifh eentlema |) 
Believes, for her fize, the faid Spanifh veffel fu" 
fered more lofs than any Enelith veffel he ever kney 

They bought the flaves at Bonny, which bei’ 
an ifland, he believes they were broughe from tl" 
Had three in the Elizabeth in ti” 
P. 574. medical line. He was head furgeon ; is 26 years | 


inland country. 


age. 


Never took any on board, but what were app! 


rently in good health; 
males died to one female, 


intervals he believes, and that their hea) 


jects. 


I. Wrrson. 


1790. there in the fame employ. Before the death of car 


and believes two or mo’ 
The flaves oft con! 
plained of heat, and he was induced to believe the| 
were diffatisied with their. fituation, from the’ 
refufing food and endeavouring to kill themfelves, * 
P. 575.) Recollects fomething of the fhip being very ne: 
on fhcre in going out of harbour; believes the 

were one day in that fituation, and the men flav’ 
were kept below, but the women were on deck /! 
th was vifib’ 
affected, while they were kept below by the diftre! 
of the thip. Believes fixed melancholy to be of 
caule of the lofs of flaves; the fymptoms, lownels« 
fpirits and defpondency : retufing nourifhment e 
creafes them, the ftomach gets weak,. fluxes enfu_ 
and, from debilitated ftate, foon carry them off, ' 
The fhip hoifted Spanifh colours after they le 
Africa, and were fomeway to the fouth of the lin, 
He underftood Mefirs. Firmin de Taftet and C.. 
were the owners, and believes they were Britith ful 
The fhip came home under Enelith colour 
which he believes were hoiited fhortly after they le 
P. 577. the river Plate. Believes the two {hips in compat 
with them were bound to Cadiz. After it was fe 
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id by phyficians to produce a coftive habit. 
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ad that he fhould go with ABE bidet he under- 1790. 
- they. were to fail to Africa to take in flaves, Part I. 
yd deliver them to commiffioners of the Philippine - w= 


spmpany of Spain at Montevided on the river Plate. 


_hey had a Spanith fupercargo, furgeon, boat{wain, 
ad mate in their fhip. 
e, was a reafon for keeping a ftri€ter guard over 
+ em than they otherwife fhould have done. 
“ip had proper gratings and air-ports, though the 
' :groes complained of heat. 
| po complain of cold, and defire the ait ports to 


The flaves attempting to 
Their 
He alfo heard the 


: fhut, when they got near the mouth of the river 
late. They fometimes ftationed a white man at 
eht in the men’s room. 
" nolic habit afcribed by medical men as a caufe of 
jyfentery. Believes the melancholy of the flaves was 


se reafon of their not eating, they became weak, 


id incapable of digefting their food; the confe- 
uences were belly-ach, and a dyfentery generally 
ued. Debility is often the caule of indigeftion. 
his is his opinion. Melancholy or grief has been 
The 
ppicntery in their fhip, he believes, was in fome 
yeafure contagious. Debility of ftomach increafes 
1emelanch dly : are obliged to give medicines, which 


xeir weak {tate is fcarcely able to bear. Melancholy, 


nerefore, the remote caufe of dyfentery. 


- Witnefs ex?, ALEx FaLconBRIDGE 


\Isa Surgeon, has been four voyages to Africa, in P, 581. 


of them to Weft Indies, from 1780 or 1785 to 


1787, firftin the Tartar, Frazer, fecond and fourth 


imilia, Frazer, third Alexander, Mc Taggart, 
vas taken in firlt voyage at C Mount, in the 


th to Bight of Benin, fuppofes Slave Trade chiefly 
: Ff 


Has not heard melan- PB, 


id went to windward and Grain Coaft, in 3d and P. 


fupplied 
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P79. 


Padi. | 
Ss, brought on board well known to Frazer and}, 


P. 583. 


paid for: witnefs enquiring why he was fold, 


who afked if he had ever feen a fhip ? replying 
! | mi = nb. 


ing from a vifit was feized, paffed through fever. 
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fupplied by kidnapping and crimes; believes 


becaufe on fecond voyage at C, Mount, @ man w_ 


ofhcers, by name of Cape Mount-Jack, then {po 
a little Englifh, was very traétable and learn 
more. He faid he was invited one evening ‘ 
drink with his neighbours. When about to d_ 
part, two of them got up to feize him ; would ha’ 
efcaped, but was {topped by a large dog; faid th 
was a common practice in his country; told 
{tory often, (607) never varied. From his beh! 
viour thinks his veracity might be relied on; w_ 
entrulted by witnefs with various articles, of whi 
he loft none, alfo by the failors. Has feen fever’ 
dogs, large enough to hold a man at Ca 
Mount, on Windward Coaft. Tucker has 2 or, 
maiftiffs. Africans there will always give a go 
price for fuch dogs; (606) has feen mal 
ones at Bonny not large enough to hold a mai 
(ibid) was told by Cape-Mount-Jack this was’ 
common practice. (607) 7 ) 
In 3d voyage at Bonny, a woman was broug) 
on board big with child; afked her by the inte. 
preter how fhe came to be fold, faid that returr 


— 
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hands before brought on board. Same voyage a 
elderly man brought on board faid, (thro? inte, 
peter) that he and his fon planting yams wel, 
feized by profeffed kidnappers, by which he mean, 
perfons who make kidnapping their conftar | 
practice.(604) (605) | 

_On laft voyage at Bonny, faw a canoe cam, 
along fide belonging to Blundell Foubre, a tradet 
{aw no flaves in the canoe; two traders on boati 
handed up a fine ftout fellow, defired he might b. 
put in irons, which was direétly done, and he wa 


faid that he came to Bonny to the Trader’s houfe | 
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; the Trader faid he would treat him with the 179°. 


ht, and he was fold ; was induced to be the more PartII. 
rious about this man, from his appearing amaz- 
») when brought on deck. Cannot tell whether 
, azer knew the man was thus trepanned, but he 


s paid for on board the fhip. (625) 


j Capt. Gould of the Alert, told witnefs he had 
(xen a man from little C. Mourit. 
tof the brig Alert, perhaps for this. 

On laft voyage landing fome flaves at Grenada 
,e, when on fhore, converfed with a Black called 


He was turned 


verpool, captain of a floop. Witnefs afking the P. 584. 
“)pject of converfation, he faid the flave knew his 
rents in Africa; and told him that being con- 


med in kidnapping fome neighbours, their 


=) 


‘ends had kidnapped him, or caufed it to be 


me, faid this was a common practice in his 


Juntry: thinks he can depend on the authenticity 
H thefe inftances. 


Neither the flaves nor himfelf 
d any intereft in mifreprefentation. Does not 
mediately recolleét any others within his own 
owledge; has heard an hundred other ac- 


junts, 
iIn the fecond voyage, two black traders came 
lacanoe, and informed the Captain there was 


dea little lower down. The Captain went there 


id finding no trade, faid he would not be made 


‘ool, and detained one of the canoe-men. In 


out two hours avery fine man was brought on 


urd and fold, and the canoe-man was relented, 


‘as informed by a Black pilot that this man had 


mmitted no crime, but was furrounded and feized 


(the beech, and brought on board. 

s induced to think the people on the Grain 
Vat are fometimes carried off by the Europeans. 
sey fhew great fufpicion when in fhips, always 


ad as near the gangway as they can, and on the 


Ht pt jump aa. 


£2 Thinks 


a 


22§ 


” R94: 


Part II. 7 


ee 


P.585. 
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Thinks crimes are falfely imputed for the {a} 
of felling the accufed. On the 2d voyage at I, 
Amb‘is, among the flaves brought en board wi 
one who had the craw-craw, a kind of itch. Wy 
told by one of the failors, that this man was fifhir 
in the river, a king’s officer called Mambook:) 
wanted brandy and other goods in the boat, bj; 
having no flave to buy them with, accufed th, 


man with extortion in the fale of his fith, and aft, 
; 


4 


fome kind of trial on the beach, condemned hi: 
to be fold. Was told this by the boat’s crew wh, 


were afhore when it happened, who told it as 
their own knowledge, (618 ) | an 
In laft voyage was affured. by the Rev. M: 


‘ 


P. 586. 


Philip, Quackoo, chaplain to C, Egaitcaute, th 
greatelt number of flaves were made by kic 
napping. ee 
_. Has heard that the great men drefs up and em 
ploy women to éntice young men, that they may 
be convicted of adultery and fold. by 

Children were brought to the veffel to be fol; 
almoft every day. Never recollects their pareni 
coming with them, or relations known to be fuchy 

Does not belive many flaves are prifoners. « 
war, as we underftand the «word war. In Afric 
a piratical expedition for making flaves is terme! 
war. Blundell Foubreés before -mentioned, ¢ 
Bonny faid white men went to war like fools whe; 
they knew their enemies were prepared. Th 
wentin the night, fet fire to the town, and caugh, 
the people as they fled from the flames, Thi 
Trader fd this practice was very common.608 | 

Does not recollect ever feeing a flave with , 
frefh wound, -has feen their wrifts and armis exto) 
viated by the country ropes they were tied with. | 
_ Has never heard of. flaves being bred in Afric: 
for fale. i | 7 = 

Believes violent means are-ufed: by Europeans t 
force ttrade for flaves,- Héard the Captain of ; 


Brifte 


‘50d. Has known many inftances of their refufing 


n, being there: ftated twice the real fize, were as 
-jear as he can guefs, from 200 to 250 tons. 
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~ 


vays underftood they were for trade, particularly 
Bonny. Many black people faid thefe ordinary 
‘ide guns kill more out of the bute than the 


uzzle. 


People in thefe canoes 


ave generally cutlafles ; a quantity of mufquets is 
ways inthe canoes, cannot tell for what ufe. 
Slaves examined generally by the furgeon. All 


las known feveral refufe fuftenance with a defign 


» ftarve themfelves; compulfion ufed in every 
nip he has been in to induce flaves to take their 


‘ame. 


F A great miftake in his evidence before the Privy 
Council refpecting the tonnage ofthe fhip he fail’d 


On 
fecond 


229 


{tol fhip fay at Bonny when his traders were 1790. 
yck, he fired a gun into or over the town, to Part II. 
(hen their way. Capt. Vickers told this to Hart) Cymer 
‘i jother people of the fhip. Has feen no inftance 


| Five to ten flaves, more or lefs generally bought P. 587. 
‘jety day, greateft numbers come from fairs. 
“arge canoes, fome having a 3 or 4 pounder lafhed 
jntheir bows, go to the up-country, in 8 or 10 
“hys return with great numbers of flaves ; heard 
‘ice to the amount of 1200. The fhip that has 
hen longeft in the river has firft choice, and wene- 
‘ly fails in a few days. 


e has feen appear dejected when brought on board. P. 488. 
_ ome are {o the whole voyage, others till they die. 


length or 


fcratched 


was full they coi 


Confinem 


known them 
night and fo 


(626) 


The furgeon, goes. below the. firft thing every’ 

was never among ‘them ro minutes, but! 
as wet as if dipt in water. 
ander coming out of Bonny, 
bar, was detained 


fwell and heavy rain; -air ports obliged to be fhut’ 


n weather-fide covered; al- | 
| with the flux; 
ook off his fhirt, 1 
e fainting,» got | 
ed}, and moft of © 


morning, 
his. fhirt w 


and part of gratings.o 
moft all the men fla 
P. 500. lait time he went down fo hot, het 
more than 20 had fainted or - wer 
feveral hauled on deck, 2 or 3 di 
the reft, before they reached the 

down about 15 minutes, 
hot get up without help, 


and. difabl 
pailage.. 


AF 


RICA. 


him. 


ent in 


ed from. doing | 


4 & Ad 


1790. fecond voyage purchafed about 
Part II. loft between 30 and 40. 
—-— chafed 380, loft 105: 
re 589. about 420, and: lott. j) 

When employed in ftowing flaves made ¢} 
moft of the room and wedged them in, 
not fo much room:as a man in his co 


5 l or 52. 


ves taken il 


¢ 
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s feet where they bit an’ 
Ip every voyage when the thi 
nplained of heat and want of ail 
this fituation fo injurious that ha' 
go down apparently in good healtha’ 
und dead in the mornine: 
voyage opened a {tout man who fodied, found:th_ 
contents of the thorax and abdomen healt 
cludes he died for want 
pofhible he might have di 
thinks that was not the ca 


they he 


fin either‘ 
breadth impoffible for them to turn 
fhift with any degree of eafe, had often occafion ti 
go from one fide of their roo 
took off his thoes, 
them; has the marks on hi 


ms to the other alway!) 
but could not avo 


id pinchin’ 


f 


300 flaves, at” 
In the Alexander, pul 
In laft voyage, purchafi: 

} 


i 
iy 


4 
i 


+ 


{ 
I 
ie 
} 
! 


On laf’ 


hy, con’ 
of freth air; thinks i) 
ed of an apoplexy, but: 


i 


fe in this inftance. (610. 
! 


The Alex. 
got a-ground on the’ 
there 6 or 7 days, with a great 


W. Indies ; was | 
and made fo ill that could | 
was taken of a dyfentery © 
duty the reft of the 


tee 
% ve) a aa 


A 


f i‘ 


\ 


| 
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ji place in every fhip for fick flaves, no accom- 1790., 
es for them, lie on the bare planks, has PartII. 
yi frequently the prominent pare of the bones of Wey 
j 


we. Uf plaitter or bandage appliéd they gene- 
i remove them. 
\Moft prevalent diforders in’ Negro-fhips are 


| emaciated about fhoulder blade and knees, 


| ig ill of the latter extremely noxious; cannot 
ceive any fituation fo dreadful and difgutting. 
he Alexander, deck was covered with blood 
} mucus, refembled a flaughter - houfe; the 
ch and foul air were intolerable, from being 
m a {hort time in the Alexander is perfwaded 
ght’s confinement in that firuation would have 
djroyed him (630) thinks as the tradefmen ftand 
Gy of thefe inconveniencies cannot be prevented. 
pylever could recover a flave from a bad dyfen- 
t), thinks ic cannot be done while the caufe re- 
jos, has known fome few flaves recover who P.59t. 
®hed not to reflect much on their fituation. 
Bolies this obfervation to fhip-board (625) prin- 
ijl caufes, a difeafed mind, fudden tranfitions 
‘} heat to cold, a putrid atmofphere, wallowing 
Meir own excrement. and being fhackled toge- 
MN); men die in twice the number of women, who 
not fhackled, believes no man would attempt 
@arry them wirhout thackling. Slaves fhackled 
ther frequently quarrel; believes in all flave 
3: In each appartment are 3 or 4 tnbs, flaves 
| diftance ‘find it difficult to get over other 
sto them; fometimes if one wants, his com- 
# on refufes to go; if relaxed, one exonerates, 
He difputing over their neighbours, this caufes 
‘tdifturbance. In the Alexander, bas known 
13 inftances of a dead and living flave found ia 
norning fhackled together. 
) alaft voyage purchafed 8 male negroesy who 
ue patt of a cargo which had rofe on the ae 
| sled 


fiersand. dyfenteries ; confequences of numbers 


el . — 


co 


1B 
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1790. killed all but 3 or 4, run the fhip on fhore; 4 
PartlI. were taken again. . Has heard of infurreétions { 
sew board the Vulture of Liverpool, and the Wali 
Briftol. | | 

Slave fhips are fitted up with a view to previ 

flaves jumping over-board, particularly at Bo, j 
thefe precautions there neceffary. - 
Has known inftances of flaves jumping 01; 
Hoard. In the Alexander one forced his yp 
thro’ the netting when brought on board, and | 
drowned or devoured by the fharks. Same vi 
age, near 20 jumped overboard out of the En} 
prize, Wilfon, as did a number out, of alag 
Frenchman ; remembers miffing a fick man ine 
Alexander, whom he faw over-night, muft h 
got over-board. On laft voyage, a fine you 
woman brought on board, cried continually, , 
fufed her food, and wafted much in 3 or 4di 
was fent oa fhore to Bonny for her recovery, {, 
P59; became chearful, but hearing fhe was to be 1 
*¥7)* again on board fhip, hung herfelf, as was infort, 
by Billy Frazer. (She had not the venereal, 

eafe, would have known it if fhe had, 611) 

On firft voyage, faw at Bonny, on board, 

Emilia, a woman chained on deck, who the ¢ 

mate faid was mad. On fecond voyage, ha, 
woman on board whom they were forced to el 

at certain times, ina lucid interval, was folci 
Jamaica. Afcribes this infanity to their bef 

: 


= 


it 


torn from their connections and their country.) 
While on the coafl, the irons of male ik! 
examined as they come up in the morning) 


F 
large chain is reeved through a ring on the ih} 
kles of each, thro’ ringbolts on deck and lock.! 
i 
; 


Soya 


They are made to jump in their irons; \/ 

called dancing by flave-dealers, has been 0} 

P. 594 defired in every fhip to flog fuch as would } 
jump; had generally a cat in his hand among !} 

wom | 


AFRICA. 


png the men. 


— 
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nen; the chief mate had alfo, he believes,a cat 1790. 


Parell: 


Weing afked if in cafe of fhips ftriking or blow- Uw 


et 


-_ 


up, flaves could be dif-engaged from fetters 
fis to {wim on fhore; fays every man looks firft 
his own fafety. On fecond voyage, a fhip 
er imperial colours, Capt. Bell, was blown-up 
river Galenas. Was informed by people of 
enas and cape Mount, moft of men flaves 
e drowned; had one woman on board their 
» who had faved herfelf by {wimming, but 
ch burnt; believes others were faved: Was 
med the fhip was Englith. 

dorfe-beans and rice principal food of flaves on 
odward and Gold Coait, at Bonny one meal of 
isa day, fometimes a little bread and beef. 


ae 


= 


wed a pint and £ of water daily, on approaching 
iflands as much as they chufe; has frequently 
Hwn flaves call out for water in the night, owing 
Whe heat of the rooms. 

as heard flaves fing on board, the fubjects 
ays lamentations for lofs of country and friends. 
dad refufed flaves in every voyage, moit in the 
yxander, 16 fold by auction, 1 or 2 as low as 
Mollars each ; was informed by fome of the 
chafers that they all died before they failed. 
phe flaves in the Emilia and Alexander were 
il by fcramble. The Emilia was darkened by 
3, and covered round; men flaves placed on 


Y 
i 

} 
a} 


— 


fhore were informed by a gun when fale was 
ined. A great number with cards or tallies in 
pir hands, infcribed with their names, came on 
td and rufhed thro’ the barricado door with 
) ferocity of brutes; fore had 3 or 4 handker- 
efs tied together to encircle thofe they thought 
for their purpofe. At Grenada the women 


G g were. 


in the firft part of middle paffage each flave is P.595. 


ndeck, women on quarter deck. Purchafers p, 596, 
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» 17909. were fo terrified that feveral got out of the yar 


Part]. and ran about the town as if ie 


ee | 


by the black gaol-keeper that the flaves he fay 


" 


In the fecond voyage, faw a {cramble 6n boaré 
the Lrial, Macdonald, 40 or 50 flaves leaped 1 Int 
the fea, believes were all taken up again. q 

Were not divided in lots, but placed promifeu' 
oufly ; the Puen tet put cards or tallies about th’ 
necks of thofe they chufe. The feparation of pay 
rents from children, &c. very little artenien tO.—' 
Frazer, however always advifed the planters neve 
to part relations or friends. No precautions ufe/ 
in the fcramble to prevent it : flaves ufed to be’ 
that fuch a friend or relation might be bought ani 
fent with them. 

Has heard of a perfon’s refufing to purchafe ' 
man’s wife, and was next day informed the ma’ 
had hanged himfelf, 

Did not always meet with a ready market fe: 
flaves, particularly laft voyage; ftopt fome tim! 
at Barbadoes, went thence to Tobago ; no deman > 
there ; thence to Grenada, and fold them on th’ 
Merchant’s own terms for bills at very long date’ 
Bill for his own privilege (the flaves allowed. th’ 
oficers by the owners) was at 12 months. ) 

Was on fhore on all the W. India iflands he we 
at, except Tobago; ufed to think the. gener 
treatment of flaves very cruel. Saw a man in ’ 
goal at Jamaica, who had been fo feverely flogge 
as to have a {ack of {traw between his back and th’ 
board he lay on; the lacerations were fhocking’ 
did not inquire wihech ona it was in confequence of | 
legal fentence, or by his mafter’s order | Was tol! 


| 


in prifon were runaways.(612) Saw great num) 
bers of flaves at Grenada; hardly ever faw on! 
whofe back had not fcars. They often complain’ 
ed to him (particularly the wharfingers) of bein: 
hard worked and poorly fed. 


S came 
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(| Seamen in the African Slave Trade are treated 179”. 


sith the greatelt barbarity. Have no lodging atall PartII. 
yexcept In frigate-built fhips, in which they may +\—~ 
“creep under the forecaftle or aft-deck. There™is* 

‘; tarpauling over the booms; always preferred 

being in the rain to getting under it, on account of 

the noxious effluvia which continually rifes thro’ 

the gratings. | 

As foon asthe flaves were fold, the feamen re- Pp cok. 
‘ceived half that was due to them in currency. “5a 
In Frazer’s fhip they were well treated, allowed 

‘a dram in the morning, and grog in the evening ; 

had vituals from his table when fick: he always 
“inquired after them daily, allowed furgeon to give 

‘them wine when proper. Believes Frazer one of 

ithe -beft men in the trade, Saw very different 
‘treatment in another fhip. Sailors were knocked 

“Wwith the firft thing that came to hand, for trifling 

Jor imaginary faults; were tied up and flogged 
jwith the cat frequently. The boatfwain a quiet 
\inoffenfive old man, having fome words with the 
"mate was feverely beat, had one or two teeth 

Bik nocked out, faid he would jump overboard, was 

“Jtied to the rail of quarter-deck, and a pump-bolt 

: put in his mouth as a gag; being untied was put 
‘under the aft-deck and a centinel placed over him 


Jallnight ; releafed next morning. Same voyage a 
_ black boy beat every day ; once after being beaten 
jumped thro’ a cabin gun-port into the river, was 


tow 


picked up by a canoe ; witnefs gave him a fhirt, 
afked him if he did not expect to be devoured by 
the fharks; faid he did, but that it was better to 
\be killed at once than to be fo cruelly treated 

daily. Same voyage a man beaten feverely, never . 
pod the caufe. Heard one Sullivan a feaman 

grumbling, afked what he muttered about having 
Been never ill ufed inthe fhip, Replied, ‘‘ If lam 

| 


not, I cannot bear to fee my fhip-mates fo cruelly 
ufed.” “Same night the man who had been beaten 
| Gg 2 and 
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1790. Has bought feveral pieces of cotton cloth ri 
. Part. by the natives at river Galenas and Bonny,(, 
/ \-—~ the cotton grew in the country, has fome dye; 


Pé better tempered than thofe of Bonny ; their di 
S03 ftions very good. Was landed fick at St. Thom 


faid at Bonny when they had no trade they wi 


other countries ; out of 4 or 5 deliveries on fhi: 


me i 
AFRICA, FALCONBRIDGE, | 


and permanent lj 


Africans on the coaft; has been furprifed to, 
fome of the work in iron, particularly fpears, 
cutlaffes. [s convinced their Capacities are ¢| 
to thofe of Europeans. . 


: | 
The natives of Windward and Gold Coaft if 


and would have died, but for the care of a bi 
man there, to whom when better he offered m2 
—which he refufed, faying, he had done no ns 
than his duty. | | i 
_ The Africans in general attached to their 4 
country ; areas much attached to their near rif 
tions as the natives of other countries, ie 
At Cape Coaft Caftle, on chufing 18 flaves 
objected to one who was meagre, .obferved hin, 
weep, which he endeavoured to conceal, on ind 
ry found it was becaufe he was to be parted fu 
his brother, this induced witnefs to take him, j 
Is perfuaded the natives would work if prop; 
ly encouraged by Europeans (613) they have .! 
tions of performing contraéts in a given time. J 
rice before mentioned was contraéted for, and. 
thinks, part of the money paid, it was ready at \6 
time, natives appearto have aturn for conduct3 
trade. Believes, fome of the natives now empl«- 
ed in the flave trade, if that were abolithed wo 
cultivate the foil, Billy Frazer before mentions, 


—- 


LEN Std 


forced to plant yams: = a 
Thinks the females more prolific than thofe | 


board two had twins. Nev’ 


Arrica...- .~ FALconBRIDGE, 


ever faw any perfon in Africa when by their 


perfons themfelves they were flaves. 

Is to the caufe of quitting his employment 
lirgeon of a Guinea-man, aniwered, that in his 
ind 2nd voyages reflected little on the juitice 
ve trade. On che laft reflected more, and the 
2 he did the more he was convinced that it is 
jinnatural, iniquitous and villainous trade, and 
d not reconcile it to his confcience. 

ould have continued his employment he be- 
es with Captain Frazer, was afterwards folici- 
repeatedly to go to the gold coaft by Captain 
mfon. If Clarkfon applied for employment for 
at Liverpool, it was without his knowledge 


— ae 
—— - 
Se” 


Was on the fhore many times at Augola, faw 
thbers of people at the river Ambris with beads 
il) crucifixes about their necks, they appeared to 
Roman Catholics; Mangova one of the King’s 
icers told him they were priefts in the Country. 

‘lways underftood fhips cannot begin to trade 
Mout leave of the King, thinks if King refuted, 
firing a gun into or over the town would force 


= 


———— 


ears in Bonny River. 


ne ae 


iver faw or heard of gold duft at Bonny. 


€inge on gold coait. 


Che care and cleanlinefs of negroes generally at 


iment he knew to be flaves; has been told by PartIl. 


rade; dafhes are given to keep the King in 
per, trade might be carried on by Englifh and 
nch without the King’s confent if they chofe 
il times in their power to batter his town about 


laves atBonny purchafed with iron bars, brandy, 
iaand manchefter cotton, cloths, guns, gun- 
Wder, brafs pans, beads, and other articles. 


‘if ftated otherwife in report of Privy Council, 
Wr miftake and not his. Gold an article of ex- 


tiled to bythe mates. In Frazer’s fhips mates 


a@ayscaufed the flaves rooms to be wafhed and 
4 dried 
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PartlI. dried with fire pans. In many fhips this not pe” 
1790. mitted; but they fcrape the filth off the deck - uk I 
ta» to attend to the cleanlinefs of the negroes, has ofte!” 
wafhed them with a fponge and warm water fro! 
head to foot. Believes the mate is refponfible fe. 
the cleanlinefs of the men. The furgeon and h’ 
mate for that of the women. The cafe thus div’ 
ed in the fhips he was in. In the Alexand/! 
having a flux himfelf during the whole middle pa’! 
fage, cannot fay how the flaves were manage | 
From the number who had the flux on that voyag’ 
the apartments very difagreeable, the difcharg 
being involuntary, impoffible to keep them con’! 
fortable. Believes the apartments generally ker | 
as clean as the nature of the diforder permits, ur 
lefs as often happens greateft parts of the white 
are ill, | | 
Conjectures fome flaves come froma diftance, a! 
he has talked to by means of interpreters faid wet | 
ftolen; does not recollect any confeffed they wel 
fold for crimes, apprehends if criminals were nd! 
purchafed by the fhips they would be fet to wor | 
in their own country. | | 
P.613. Europeans have always power to get what the 
pleafe done by holding out their ‘commoditie! 
Blacks at Bonny always wooded and watered th 
fhips on being paid. Thinks the manners of th 
Africans may be changed by means of trade wit 
this country. Is going to try the experiment, ' 
Does not underftand Portuguefe. Traders ¢ 
St. Thomas’s all {peak Englith enough to be under’ 
flood, converfed with the men who took noticed 
him there in corrupt Englith. Has been on board | 
French African fhip at Bonny, officers faid a goo! 
quantity of wine given to the flaves every day 
when on board Englifh thips, but not enough. | 
Offered voluntarily togivetheRev. Mr. Clarkfor 
at Briftol, all affiftance and information in hi 
power. Knows not that Mr. C: has any churcl 
preferment 


Pl6rt. 


P.614. 
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‘preferment, has employed himfelf in gaining in- 1790. 


formation about the flave trade, went with him Panfi, 


from Briftol to Liverpool in (1787) or (1788) es 
‘believes his travelling expences were paid by the P.616, 
committe in London, is out of pocket, fpent more 


than he received, was at Liverpool 8 or 9 weeks, 


)- returned from thence to Briftol. 
)- rally refided with his father in Briftol, to whom is 
| His emoluments when he 
} quitted the trade nearly the fame as when he en- 
} tered into it, Captain Thompfon in 1787 offered 


him any thing in reafon to go with him. 


confiderably in debt. 


Has fince cene- 


a 


Cannot converfe in the African languages ; the p ¢, 
knowledge he has obtained of their laws and cuf- * a 
toms, has been from perfons employed in the fhip 
as interpreters, watermen, or pilots: At Bonny 
talked with the King, Blundel Foubre, a prin- 


cipal trader, down to the cance boys. 


On wind- 


ward coaft has talked with fome of the firft men. 
As Tucker and Robin Gray, King of cape Mount, 
but not on the manner of making flaves, they not 


_- troubling themfelves on that head. Never pro- 


feffed to know the hiftory of the windward coaft ; 
believes the natives are little acquainted with any 


thing out of their own towns : Has been often on 


fhore on the windward coa{t. Believes the King 


_ at Bonny never does any thing of confequence 


without confulting the parliament men; knows p ¢ 
not how far their power extends; believes a book  ° - 
which was produced is Capt. Frazer’s journal or 

trade book. Cannot fpeak with certainty as to 

the quantity of the rice, or the time in which it 

was {hipped ; was always on board the fhip while 


_ ‘the rice was taking in. 
_ ‘difficulty in getting this quantity (630) thinks the 
_ ‘time agreed was 6 weeks, if wrong, not fo inten- 
Rice was brought along-fide in a canoe 
- in bafkets; has feen fmall quantities brought on 
board in boxes or old liquor-cafes ;- Never weig 


| 3% 3 


tionally. 


There was no apparent 
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weight was meant, underftood it fo, but does not 
pretend to be accurate, fpeaks from conjeéture. 
(fee 631) ‘ 

. Extract from Capt. Frazer’s journal, by whic 

it appears that from Sept. 19 to O&. 15, 1982, 
Jofe Will, King Will and Jof. Weft had feveral 
articles, to pay 240 bafkets of rice in 40 days, and 
Jeft a girl as fecurity. Tom Wilfon had fundries, 


“P. 622, t0 pay 120 bafkets rice, left one of his people as 


pawn. Jofe Campbell had fundries, to pay 45 
bafkets rice, left a boy in pawn. Robin Campbell 
had fundries, to pay 140 crews rice, left a man in 
pawn. Robin Gray had fundries, to pay 120 
_crews rice. Sold fundries in barter for about 6a 
cwt. rice and other articles; total 40s bafkets, 


P.623. 260 crews, and 60 cwt. rice, and that from No,s 


to 10, Received all the rice, &c. and difcharged 
the pawns; but Frazer, put down all the rice a 
bought at Junk-witnefs to purchafe rice at dif- 
ferent places on the grain coaft, of which he be- 
lieves no account wastaken. (631) 
_ Does not recolleé& that the rice was damaged in 
‘its paffage from the fhore to the fhip, or by the 
furf. Believes it was often wetted by the rain, 
which is violent at times. | | 
Believes Allan and Campbell were Guinea-fac- 
tors, who fold the flaves in Jamaica, in the voy- 
age of 1783 and 4. An account of fales exhibited 
figned by thofe gentlemen, and inferted. page 637, 
(638, 639, and 640, ; 
_ Never faw at any one time on the coaft in Africa 
a fufficient quantity of rice, cotton or indigo to 
load a veffel of 200 tons; but does not know what 


there may be inland ; was fcarce a rile from the 


tea. Remembers to haye. flept a-fhore at Bonny 
Once Or twice, Lia - 
Never 


1790. eda batket. When Frazer made the agreement ' 
PartlI. with Jofe Will, heard the word tons mentioned 


- 
t-—— feveral times; knows not whether 20 hundred 


fl 
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| Never knew Frazer refufe any likely good fe- 1790. 
male flaves; knows little of the African laws; PartlI. 
‘underftood from the natives that kidnapping was —~—» 


Believes all the captains on the trade would pur- 

 chafe flaves, knowing them to be kidnapped. 

Has been at Grenada and Jamaica, and touched 

at St. Chriftopher’s, but was not on fhore, ftanding * > 626, 

off and on at St. Kitt’s, faw as he thought a great 

_furf, boats feemed to have fome difficulty in get- 

' ting thro’ it; thinks he has feen the furf on the P. 627. 

windward coaft of Africa as hich as that in the road 

of Baffeterre. 

Never a flave flogged in the Britith Iflands ; faw 

jone who had been feverely flogged ; did not en- 

_ quire by whofe authority it was done. 

| Never faw a foldier flogged, has feen a failor; p. 628. 

jnever heard of a foldier dying in confequence of | 

flogging. Has been informed flaves are flogged 

on the back in Grenada. 

_ Is going to induce the Africans to cultivate their 

)country, and raife fuch articles as will fell in this 

country in exchange for our manufa¢tures—the 

)plan not yet entirely fettled—has no fortune -- ex- 

pects to be paid by his employers. The Commit- 

_jtee for the abolition of the Slave Trade not con- ¥ 

cerned ; two or three members are fubfcribers. P, 029. 

__ Slaves fo crouded in all his voyages as not to 

have more room to lie on than a man in his 

coffin, told the privy council that the fhip on the 

fecond voyage was not much crouded becaufe they 

had not the fame number as in the laft. ! 

_. Has not heard that the Europeans go up the 

/ Country to the places from whence the flaves are 

- brought, their information on the manner in which 

' flaves are made is from the black traders and pur- P.63.0 
jchafed negroes. Has every reafon to believe from 

the concurrent teftimony of others that the practice 

of firing villages for the purpofe of making flaves 

does really exit, Hh 2 On 
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| an avowed practice, i. e. a very common practice. P. 625. - 
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1790. . Onboard the Alexander the black cook having 
PartlI. one day broken a plate had a fith-gig darted at him, | 
amen which would have deftroyed him if he had not 
P.631. ftooped or dropped down. The carpenter’s mate 
having let his pitch-pot catch fire, he and the cook 
were both tied up, fhipp’d and floge’d, the cook 
) with greateft feverity, and had falt water and 
‘ Cayenne pepper rubbed on his back. A man wha 
came on board in a convalefcent ftate, being fe- 
_verely beaten for he knows not what caufe, afked 


the witnefs for fomething to rub his back with,. 


was ordered by the captain not to give him any. 


thing; the man went and lay under the forecaftle ;, 


vifited him often when he complained. of his 
bruifes ; had a return of his flux, and died in 3, 
weeks from the time he was beaten; his laft words. 
P,632.were, “I cannot punifh him (the captain) but 
“God will” —The boiling over of the pitch pot at-, 
tended with danger, was the fault of the carpen- 
ter’s mate, not of the cook, who deferved no pu- 

nifhment for it. 
Attends by defire of the committee for the abo- 
lition of flave trade, it is at their option to give him 
any t-ng or not, but having attended on their bu- 

finef expects to have his expences paid. 


Vitnefs examined-—Captain Amprose Lace, 

Pcie Pe 
Calabar, in 1767, captain of tne Edgar. 
Fnelith fhips were then there, all in the 


Trade.. 
time between the people of the Old and New Town, 


both parties agreed to meet on fhip-board. 


Nine 
African 


When firft there, in 1748, there were no inhabi- - 


‘s ¢anes at Old Town. Some time after difputes arole 


between thofe now called Old Town people and New . 


{own people. 


To end a difpute which had fubfifted fome 


: 
| 

i : 
I 
( 


Has been in the African trade; was at Old ' 


! 
| 
yl 
| 
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Were not invited oh board infidioufly, te be made 


| flaves. ‘The chief people of Old Town came on’ 


board the Edgar; the duke (chicf man of Old: 
Town) was to have met them. Came on board at” 
half paft 7 in the morning. About 8 witnefs was: 


| going to breakfaft with a man calling himfelf king: 
of Old Town, 4 of whofe large canoes were along: 


fide; cannot tell where the others were; was jutt: 


' pouring out coffee when he heard a firing; king faid 
| Imo, a brother of his, was firing. Went on deck 


with the king, and was told his gunner was killed. 


| King went into his canoe, left his fon with witnefs on 


board. Firing lafted 10 or 15 minutes, but cannot 
be certain. The canoes were then moft of them 
got a-ftern of his fhip, within 300 or 400 yards. 
Had not time to make obfervations of the two 
parties; wanted to defend himfif, was no further 
_molefted; the canoes were gone. The {mali arms 
are always loaden; they were locked up; the cheft 
was broke open; key afterwards found in the gun- 
ner’s pocket. None 0! pis people concerned in the 
affray ; no guns, great or fmall, or even a piitol, fired 


‘+ from his fhip; ner, that he knows, from any other. 


The king killed no one on board his fhip, nor was 
the king, that he knows, on board any other. No 
flaves were made on the occafion. 

Went to Old Calabar the beginning of July, failed 
firft week in December; cannot exactly ftate when 
this happened. 

Never heard the Englifh entered into this bufinefs 
with an improper view, they reaped no benefit from 
it; it was avainft the trade. Knows of no conful- 
tation of the Englifh captains about this difference. 

Never {topt to windward but twice. Rice crews 
hold from 2 to 3 gallon:. differ in different parts of 
the coait ; largeit he faw three gallons. 

Breakfalted with the Rev. Mr. Clarkfon and 


6. Mr. Rathbone at Mr. Chaffers’s, Liverpool. Mr. 


Clarkion 


{ait 
Hatt 


At 
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Clarkfon afked him fome queftions about the pro- 1 
duce of Africa. The Calabar bufinefs was men- P: 
‘tioned. Told Mr. Chaffers (who afked him) he u 
..could not tell how many blacks were killed that - 
day; that his fhip was fired into, his gunner killed, 
and that he did not know whether they did not 
mean to facrifice him. Gave no advice to any of 
the captains at that time. Ps 

Knows not who killed his gunner; it muft have 
been done from fome of the canoes at a diftance: 
thinks fom the New Town people, becaufe the Old 
‘Town people were along fide his fhip. 


|MINUTES or tus EVIDENCE, 


TAKEN BEFORE A 
VOMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE, 


O WHOM IT WAS REFERRED TO CONSIDER OF THE 


SLAVE-TR A D £E;. 
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OF .THE 


WINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE, 


TAKEN BEFORE A 


lzect ComMITTEE OF THE Wuote House, 


WHOM IT WAS REFERRED TO CONSIDER OF THE 


NumeBer III. 
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Witnefs examined—Captain WILson. 


Nas between five and fix months in Africa, be- 1790. 
én Cape Blanco and the River Gambia, in 1783 Part IT. 
1784, as commander of the fhip Racehorfe, and ~~~ 
ded chiefly at Goree, where he learnt how flaves P. 3. 
€ generally procured for the trade, as matter of P+ 4- 
lick notoriety, from frequent converfations with 

ly refpectable inhabitants, themfelves traders in 

es, (p. 13.) who fpoke the French, Englifh, and 

ro languages; and who were frequently at his 

e. 

laves are principally:procured for the flave-trade 
nteftine wars; kings breaking up villages; crimes, 
mMputed crimes; and kidnapping. 

illages are broken up by the king’s troops fur- 

nding them in the night, and feizing fuch of tie 

Numb, 3, A inhabitants 


2 
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inhabitants as fuit their purpofe. This practice mif 


Part I]. common when there is no war with another ftate.. 


a ad 


yg. 


It is univerfally acknowledged, and he firmly Lf 
lieves, that free perfons are fold for real or imputd 
crimes, for the benefit of their judges. qi 

Soon after his arrival at Goree, the king of Dan] 
fent a free man to him for fale, and was to have t§ 
price himfelf. A king’s guard being afked whetlr 
the man was guilty of the crime imputed to hi} 
anfwered, that was of no confequence, or ever i; 
quired into. Captain W. returned the man. 

Kidnapping was acknowledged by all he converii 
with to be generally prevalent. It is the firft pr, 
ciple of the natives, the principle of felf-prefery 
tion, (p. 17.) who never go unarmed while a flay; 
veflel is on the coaft; and on being afked the reak, 
alledge their fears. A courier of Captain Lacy, \8 
predeceffor, though a Moor, a Muffulman, a iree mis 
a native of Senegal, {poke the French languas 

; 


fluently, and had difpatches in his pocket on | 
Britannick Majefty’s fervice, (for particulars fee t, 
Minutes) was kidnapped, fold to a French vel 
and his releafe with difficulty obtained by the wi 
nefs, The French captain endangered the mais 
life by his inhumanity. i 
Never heard of flaves being bred for fale. k 
Never heard of the praétice of eating human fly 
in Africa, and 1s morally certain that it did not ef 
on the part of the coaft where he was. i 
Was informed, that the governments near Go1g 
were abfolute, but more or lefs fo according to t? 
ftreneth of the princes. ‘King’s dues feem to? 
very regularly collected in every village: they ms 
| 

L 


always paid by the fhip commanded by witnels, a} 
he doubts not are required from others. Has hee} 
that when payment has been refufed, boats and m) 
have been feized, (p. 17.) ' 
Fully believes Africans to be equal to Europea? 
in capacity. They have various manufactur» 
chiefly for home confumption, They make | 
clot} 


i 
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Wyths beautifully fine, under every want of machi- 1790. 
ry; alfo very curious ornaments of gold, and Part II. 
“apons, and tools of iron, which their experience + 
Hhkes them prefer to thofe fent from hence, whichP. 141. 
| made for them. On this account, unmanufac- 

ed iron is preferred by therm in their barter with 

i They have feveral manufactures in cane andP. Io. 
Whether. They fupplied the fhips and Goree with 

Nery thing they could raife, produce, or with fafety 

ch, and entirely found them with provifions, 
‘irceived no indifpofition to labour or commerce in 7 
“ Africans. 

"According to his experience, the Africans are 

Mateful and affectionate. They treated him moft 

“ndly when many miles up their country, and un- 
oteéted, and numbers fhed tears on his departure. 

"The natives dare not explore Africa during the 
“ntinuance of the flave-trade, which fubjects them to 

Ne rifk of being kidnapped. 

)iHas boarded flave-fhips when a midfhipman—the P. Ie 
§nch intolerable—fuch a ftench proceeded from two 

Ye believes French) which anchored to windward of 

'’s thip, that he orcered them to leeward for fear of 
“fection, and alfo ordered that no part of their 

_ ews fhould be fuffered to board her. ) 
Believes the flave-fhips are not a fource of fupplyP. 12. 
M the Royal navy. He never would recruit his {hip 

Mom them, even when fhort of his compliment, to 

tich he attributes not having loft a man wiile on 

fe coaft, out of a crew of about 100. The Guinea 

‘lors, who offered themfelves to him, befides their 
“daverous looks, were the moft filthy vagabonds he 

“er faw. Rather than take into his fhip feven men 

"ho were wrecked in a Guinea-man, he fed tiem on 

“ore, and fent them home in fome traniports. 

" When he prefided in a court at Goree, a Maraboo P. 13.” 
“yore, with an energy which evinced the truth of his | 
By idence, that his brother, another Maraboo, had 

Neen kidnapped in the act of drinking, ia: red by 

Vieir religion, at the inftigation of a former gover- 

rm A2 nor, 


4 


1790. 
Part II.more flaves being offered for his releafe, declar 
tev~ that he would not liberate him for any confideratic 
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nor, who had taken a diflike to him: and two # 


This was a matter notorious at Goree. | 

The natives would enter a king’s fhip on I: 
arrival off any part of the coaft, and traverfe hi 
with as much eafe and confidence as if they h| 
been on fhore, but he never faw a canoe board! 
flave-fhip, and concludes this arofe from the reafo; 
able fears of the Africans. iH 

The flaves employed by the Africans live with the 
matters, and are fo treated as fcarcely to be difti 
eulfhable from them. | 

Guinea failors frequently applied to be taken | 
witnefs, and do not feem attached to their fhips« 
in other trades. i 


Has been in moft of the Weft India iflands, i 
1762, 1781, and 1782. The new-imported flavil 
appeared dejected, and very different from thofe i) 
Africa, The country flaves appeared more dejette: | 
and bore ftronger marks of flavery than the tow 
flaves, many of whom (the domeftic ones) were fi’ 
and faucy. A great proportion of the flaves wei] 
indelibly marked with the lafh, Has feen runaway) 
working in clogs and pothooks. Has relieved nel 
groes placed by the road-fide, in the moft abjeil 
ftate, and from inquiries on the fpot, fully a4 

: 


— 


—— 


that, being unfit for labour, they are turned off b) 
their mafters to fubfift on charity. It was generalli 
underftood, that where planters refided, the flave: 
were better treated than when under overfeers. Hear 
from refpectable merchants at Kingfton, that im 
porting flaves was preferable to breeding them, bu 
does not know the general opinion of the refiden 
planters. So far from the flaves appearing as happy a) 
the lower orders in Britain, &c. he never faw any fign) 
of happinefs among the imported flaves, except ai 
their funerals, when they fhew extravagant joy from) 
a perfuafion that the deceafed is efcaped from flavery! 

th 
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bre domeftic and happy, marriages among them 
pre frequent, and fewer imported in proportion 
an in the Weft India iflands. 


sjHas feen fome branded with letters, which he 
gught were not made in Africa, but thefe were 


t common. 
Has long entertained a moft decided opinion 
ainft the juftice and humanity of the flave-trade. 


tions wherever he occafionally vifited. Was fre-P. 


wently on fhore at feveral plantations in 1781, 1782, 
jrere he was a few days at Antigua, and five or fix 
ynths at Jamaica. 


Witnefs examined W ADSTROM. 


Mr. Wadftrom is a native of Sweden, and theP. 


icf Dire€tor of the Affay Office there. Was in 
rica near 3 months, in 1787, 1788, (p.37) with Dr. P. 


faarman, engaged by the King of Sweden to make 
Ucoveries. The department allotted to witnefs was 
Incralogy, antiquities, and what regards the ftate 


man. ‘They had the protection of the Senegal P. 
mpany, obtained through the French minitfter, at 
 requeft of the Swedifh Ambailador, as appears 
m letters produced. 

Witnefs vifited the coaft from Senegal almoft to p, 
mbia, thofe parts being then in the hands of the 
rnch. Was on fhore at different times feveral 
rs, and once or twice feven or eight days, and was 
the river Joal. He made it his bufinefs to obtain 


prmation, and could always converfe with the 
natives 


HIn 1762 he was a midfhipman, in 1781, 1782, aP. 17. 
Wt lieutenant in the navy. Never refided on fhore 
j lodged on afugar-plantation, but made his obfer- 


13. 


5 


his native country. In Africa their funerals are 14790. 
‘tended with the moft mournful cries. Part IT, 
Has been great part of his life in America, and —~w 
ways thought the flaves better treated and clothed, 


6 


1790. natives by means of the Englifh, French, and Dutc’) 
Part Il.languages, which are generally fpoken by the chic! 
~~ negroes. He offered to produce a journal kept ¢ 


P. 22. 
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the time, in which the facts he fhould deliver ;' 
evidence were noted down. 

He thinks he knows perfe&tly how flaves are ob} 
tained, between Senegal and Gambia, viz. by the ge| 
neral pillage, robbery by individuals, ftratagem, o| 
déeeits ior) : 

The general pillage is executed by the king’) 
troops, armed and on horfeback, who feize the un| 
wary. Parties were fent out for this purpofe b) 
king Barbeffin almoft every day during the week} 
He was at Joal, accompanying one of thofe embaf! 
fies, which the French Governor ufed to fend ever 
year, with prefents to the black kings, to keep up th 


commerce. It is cuftomary for the king to make } 
return for thefe prefents, by a gift of flaves; an) 
though unwilling to pillage, he was excited to itb 
means of a conftant intoxication, kept up by thy 
French and Mulattoes of the embaffy, who generall 
agreed every morning on taking this method to effec) 
their purpote. When fober, he always exprefled | 
reluctance to harrafs his people; thought it har’ 
that he fhould be obliged continually to do fo | 
complained that the inhabitants of Goree, continuall) 
coming under pretence of trade, took occafion t) 
make him infignificant prefents, which he neithe 
liked nor wifhed for: that they then came upon hit) 
with long accounts, ‘debts faid to be due, and pre! 
tenfions without end: that the Governor of Gore! 
living among them liftened too readily to their tale 
and complaints, and thought little of the fuffering 
of the negroes; and that he muft have been impofe 
upon to fuffer his name to be ufed on fuch oceafions), 
This {peech was interpreted on the fpot, and put i) 
a journal by witnefs, who alfo heard the king hol” 
the fame language on different days, and yet he after 
wards ordered the pillage to be executed, | Witnel 


has no doubt but that he alfo pillages in other part’ 
0 | 


“| 
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| his dominions, fince it is the cuftom of the Mu- 1790. 
cto merchants (as both they and the French officers Part If. 
clare) when they want flaves, to go to the kings, -w~ 
Mid excite them to pillages, which are ufually prac- 
ed in all that part of the coaft. 
King of Sallum praétifes the pillage. Witnefs 
w 27 flaves from Sallum, 23 of whom were wo- 
en and children, thus taken. Was told by captains P. 
id merchants that this was the ufual practice. 
‘Was told by merchants at Goree, that the king of 
Hamel practifes the pillage. 
Robbery, in which individuals feize on each other, P. 
hs a general way of taking fingle flaves. MentionsP. 
Jwoman whom he faw in the Captiveries, and a 
H)y, who belonged to a French oficer. The latter 

is taken in the interior part above Cape Rouge by 
alth from his parents, and declared that fuch rob- 
Niries are very frequent in his country. The former 

is taken at Rufifque, from her hufband and chil- 
Nien. The children are themfeives articles of mer- 
Nandize, if not fo far from the fhore as to be inca- 
ble of walking to it. Could ftate feveral infances 
I this robbery: very often faw negroes thus taken 
Hought to Goree. Ganna of Dacard was a noted 
Dlan-ftealer, and employed as fuch by the flave 
erchants at Goree. Witnefs was very near being 
‘danger of being taken by this man to the king of 
amel, then at war with the French, who would 
ive demanded a high ranfom for his releafe; he 
iving agreed to travel to Senegal with Ganna, but 
e great Maraboo of the village cautioned. him to 
Nware, and on his return to Goree, he was congra- 
lated on his efcape by feveral of the inhabicants, 
As inftances of ftratagem being a way of obtain- 
3 flaves, witnefs mentions a negro whom he faw 
Mought from Dacard, where he was on’a vifit. A 
Bfench merchant taking a fancy to him, perfuaded 
Ne village to feize him. He was taken from hisP. 27. 
Wife, who wifhed to accompany him, but the mer- 
Jant had not merchandize enough to buy seu 

6 


1790. The village agreed with the merchant about hj 
Part I]. price. Wutnefs faw him at Goree on the day of h_ 
tv arrival, chained, and lying on the ground, exceec) 
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ingly diftreffed. The king of Sallum prevailed o. 
a woman to come into his kingdom, and fell hi} 
fome millet. On her arrival, he feized and fold he 
to a French officer, with whom witnefs faw.th, 
woman every day during his ftay at Goree. j 

Was on the ifland of Sc. Louis in the Senegal, an)| 
on the Continent near the river. 4 

All the flaves fold at Senegal are brought dow, 
the river, except thofe taken by the robbery of th) 
Moors in the neighbourhood, which is fometime, 
conducted by large parties in what are called pett| 
wars. ‘Thefe wars are promoted by prefents give} 
to the Moorifh kings regularly every year by th] 
Senegal Company, to engage them to procure a, 
many negroes as poffible, and to prevent gum-arabi| 
from being carried to the Englifh at Portandick } 
Witnefs heard this from the inhabitants and Frencl 
officers at Senegal, and from the Moors, even in th, 
prejence of the Director of the Company. es 

King Dalmanny having been brought up as JJ 
Grand Maraboo, prohibited ftrong liquors, and alfi 
the flave-trade, fo as not even to fuffer the paflag.. 
of flaves through his dominions; nor would he re | 
ceive fome valuable prefents fent by the Company’ 
to induce him to alter his refolution.. Witnefs wa; 
fhewn the prefents by the Director, on their return,) 
The king’s dominions, including both fides of thi 
Senegal, his prohibition ftopped the whole trad« 
with Galam, and prevented the Company from fe; 
ceiving 800 flaves, which they had purchafed there, 
In order to obtain their compliment of flaves they, 
had recourfe to their ufual method on fimilar ocea-/ 
fions, bribing the Moors, and fupplying them with) 
arms and ammunition, to feize king Dalmanny’s 
fubjeéts. By January rath, 1788, when witnefs) 
arrived at Senegal, 50 were taken, whom the king: 
defired to ranfom, but they were already fent to) 
Cayenne,; 
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Henne. Some were brought in every day after- 1790. 
ids, and put in the Company’s flave-hole, in aPart II, 
erable ftate, the greater part being very much vw 
landed by fabres and balls. The Director conducted P. 3% 
Bi witnefs thither, with Dr. Spaarman, whom he 
fulted as a medical man intheir behalf. Witnefs 
ticularly remembers one, lying in his blood, 

ch flowed from a wound made by a ball in his 

alder. 

Aentions an inftance of a flave-taker being him- 

taken. 

“hough the Company, for many reafons, feldom 

chafed Moors, being now prefied for flaves, to 

ill their agreement, according to their charter 

n Government, they took all of whatever qua- 

This witnefs heard from the Director, and im- 

liately noted it down in his journal. 

Vas told by the French officers, that EuropeanP. 3t. 
s, particularly Dutch and Englifh, frequently 

y off natives, by treachery, from the coaft. 

Vas informed at Goree, by Captain Wienie, from 

helle, who was juft arrived from the Gambia, 

-a little before his departure from that river, 

ie Englifh veffels were cut off by the natives, 

1g to the captain of one of them, who had his 

ro, being tempted by a fair wind to fail away 

a feveral of the free negroes, then drinking with 

crew. Soon afterwards the wind changed, and 

vas driven back, feized, and killed, with all his 

7, and two other veffels. Witnefs has by acci- 

= met with the infurer of two of thefe veffels, in 

don, who confirmed the above facts. 

Vitnefs has very often feen the merchants defraud 
hegroes in their dealings with them. ‘There are 

iy methods of deceiving the negroes in almoft 

'y article. 

Thinks the negroes underftandings capable of P. 32. 
al improvement with whites. 

‘hinks the Africans very honeft and hofpitable ; 

No paffed days and nights alone with them, with- 
limb, 3. B out 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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P. 34. 


‘and kindnefs; he never was deceived by them. ‘J 


Europeans as he has known, in affection, and are* 


| 
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out the leaft fear, and was treated with all civilq 


Is clearly convinced, that the negroes furpafs {} 


pable of being foon brought into the ftate of foci 
enjoyed by Europeans. y 

Has been furprifed at their induftry in manu? 
turing cotton, indigo, iron, foap, wood, potte} 
leather, and other articles. They work gold fo wi 
that witnefs never faw better wrought trinkets #4 
ornamentsin Europe. They manufacture cloth i 
leather with uncommon neatnefs. The latter tj 
tan and work into faddles, fandals, and a varij 
of ufeful and ornamental articles. The formert 
dye blue, yellow, brown and orange. The blug 
produced from indigo. The indigo grows abi} 
dantly all over the country, fo as to fpoil their grov't 
for millet and rice plantations; and equal, in! 
opinion of merchants, &c. who have been in Ar! 
rica, to the beft in Carolina. The yellow and bro! 
dyes are produced from vegetable productions i 
ticed by Dr. Spaarmart. Witnefs has in his coll’ 
tion, a kind of bean ufed in dying, and carried! 
quantities on camels to Morocco. The whole ar] 
of the king of Damel, is clothed in cloth dv 
orange, and brown. ‘They forge iron very dex’ 
roufly, on anvils of a remarkably hard and hew 
wood, when they cannot get ftone for the purpot 

Witnefs offered to fhew fpecimens of the prodté 
tions of Africa, raw and manufactured, which he} 
brought with him, | 

The canoes are generally made by negroes n'‘ 
the fhore; but wood of a fufficiently clofe text? 
being feldom found there ; this is brought with¢l 


a 
~ oa 


PT ee 


being hollowed, from the interior parts, being dra’! 
by a great number of negroes (for weeks togeth! 
each village generally undertaking to drag it tof 
next, and receiving in return, partly European m 
chandife, and partly fith and falc. Salt is prepat! 
from fea-water by the negroes, ‘The ropes are a 
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| kind of aloe, and when well made, are exceed- 1790. 
ily ftrong, this aloe grows abundantly on the Part Il. 


Wche Africans have an extraordinary genius for 
Biamerce and induftry, fully equal to the fupply of 
ir wants. They would extend their cultivationP, 39. 
\) manufactures, ifin fome degree civilized (which 

ould be eafy to effect, were not the flave trade 

only means of commerce; and it would be 

atly promoted by European fettlers not going thi- 

as at prefent, with the fole view of making a 

une fhortly, and then returning home) and if the 

re trade did not occupy the minds of the natives, 

9 are continually incited, and the merchants to 

age in it, and have no encouragement to culti- 

e their country. 


N 


Slaves are kept by the natives at Goree and Sene- 
, but fearcely any onthe continent, They are 
'y well treated, and never fold, left there fhould be 
#infurrection among their fellow flaves. Even the 
snch officers at Goree and Senegal, generally ob- 
ve the rule of not felling them, very ftrictly. 

The ifland of Goree is fupplied by free negroes 
h provifions, from the continent. 

Rice of an excellent quality, witha brownith hufk, P, 25. 
t very white kernel, is cultivated in great quan-P, 36. 
es, fouth of Sallum, as far as Gambia, and efpe- 
lly at the River Caramanfa; but there is but lit- 
north of Sallum. Witnefs has feen many fmall 
Tels and boats, loaded with it, for the fupply not 
ly of Goree and Senegal, but of the fhipping 
re; has famples of it. 

Doétor Spaariman declared, he found a great part, 
not the whole, of the materia medica in Africa, 
d drugs for various manufacturing ufes. 

)The flave trade makes it dangerous for the ne- 
oes to pafs from one part of their country to ano- 
Mer, and is the chief hindrance to the improvement 
“their cultivation, fince they never venture into 


fe fields, unlefs very well armed. 
. B 2 The 
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Part II.en ftamps; has patterns of cloths fo printed. 
—“V™ He refided in all about three weeks on the cor 
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The negroes print their cotton cloths with woes 


nent. At Joal he was his greateft diftance from | 
fhore, about fix miles. When there, he went) 
feveral villages, Dacard, Bain, &c. When on fhe 
he vifited the interior, as far as he could in one 
two days (as his time permitted) and at Dacard a 
Bain he was quite alone for feveral days, and Wi! 
with the negroes five or fix miles up the count) 
He was about a week at Senegal, and went fom 
times to the continent. 

Flis evidence is the refult of obfervation and i 
formation on the fpot, except as to the names of bt) 
veflels and their captains, which were cut off in ‘ 
Gambia; particulars which he learnt in England, 


Kidnapping is not allowed by the laws in Afric! 
but it can fcarcely be difcovered by the kings, an 
he never heard of an inftance of its being punifhec 
if difcovered it would be punifhed, he believes, aii 
particularly if fome European trader were prefent |) 
the trial. He was prefent at atrial for fome offen 
at Joal, when the king was incited to condemn ly 
the Mulattoes of Goree, who wifhed to purchafe tl) 
man when convicted; but the king acquitted him| 

There are fome flaves by birth on the coaft, pal 
ticularly at Sallum, but few higher up the coaft; ar 
on the continent oppofite Goree, very few. TT), 
wealth of great men is not eftimated from the nun) 
ber of flaves they poffefs, but at Sallum from tl 
filver and European merchandize; and higher w) 
the coaft, from the quantity of millet, and of they 
cattle, camels and horfes. The king of Sallum gi 
nerally takes filver for his flaves, and generally kic) 
naps his neighbours; but higher up the coaft, th! 
Kings kidnap their own fubjects. | 

Was informed by the mulattoes at Goree, the 
1200 flaves were procured at Joal, but he believe 
the real number is not fo great. He was informe. 
that more than 1000 flaves were procured at a 
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(Che manufactures fpecified are carried on from 4790, 
egal down to Goree. The negroes are particu- Part If, 
y {kilful in manufaCturing iron and gold. They Uomaus 
iibably derived their art, with regard to the latter, p. 39- 
nm the Moors, but now are themielves the artifts; p, 4o, 
nefs feeing but one Moor work in that branch. 

ey are equal to any European gold{inith in filla- 

eé, and even other articles, as buckles, except the 

fes, tongues, and anchors. The beft manufac- 

2 of cotton Cloths is at Sallum, which is probably 

efly owing to the goodne(s of the cotton, this’ be- 

qing better and better lower down the coaft. 

tnefs has famples manufactured from the principal 

ats of the coaft where he was. 

§(he Maraboos in fome parts deal in flaves, but 
erally not. They fupport themfelves in the fame 

7 as other negroes. 

he French excite not only petty wars, but man-P. 43. 
ling, in order to obtain flaves. Witnefs has heard 

mt the Enelifh and Dutch frequently do fo. The 

iBlith poffeffed the coatt he vifited, previoufly top, 44, 
Nbélonging to the French. He never heard that 

m practices he has mentioned in his evidence, were 

Myly incroduced. 

Vis far as he knows, all the fabres on the coaft areP. 43. 
in Europe. 

xcept working in gold, the Moors are known 

no induftry, except /eizing on negroes, and col- 

Ing gum arabic. 

mit Joal the king has a certain intereft in the trade, 

#nO particular taxes; king Damel has fome taxes, 

no regular fyftem of taxation: what they receive 

1 cattle and millet, which they fell in great quan- 

s at Goree, 

Never heard of any inftance of the king’s fending 
parties to enforce the payment of taxes in arrear. 

mt Sallum the trade in flaves is almoft entirely in 
Hands ot the king. At Sin the king has the 

3 principal 
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1790. principal fhare, but fuffers his fubjedts to trade als 
Part If. King Damel has no prerogative in this trade. q 
WY Was told by two French captains, and Frenc 


P. 44, 


P. 46, 


47, 48. 


merchant, that the French Guinea fhips are provide| 
with poifon, with which they may deftroy their ny, 
groes, if fubjected to a calm, fhort provifions, 1} 
contagious ficknefs ; and captain Le Loup inftance. 
a veflel from Brett, 


f 


three months 5 but 20 reaching the Cape out of, 
cargo of 500. 


Witnefs Examined—Georce Rooke. 


Was at Goree from May 6th to Auguft 16t!_ 


1779. j 
Never faw the pillage executed by the king | 


Damel on his villages, or wounded people broug|, 


from thence; he always underftood that when i 


wanted flaves for fale, he made war to procure then! 
and does not know whether this war was of the : 
ture of a marauding expedition or not. 4 

He knew that kidnapping took place in the neigh 


bourhood of Goree. It was fpoken of as a comm 
practice. It was reckoned difgraceful there, 
cannot {peak as to the opinion on the continent. 


dif{cover by whom. 
fent them back, 


{t was propofed to him by three captains of En; : 
lifh flave fhips lying under the fort of Goree to kic) 
nap 100 or 1g0 men, women, and children, the kir) 


of Damel’s fubjects, (fome of whom were Marabooy 
who came to Goree in confequence of the friend), 
intercqurfe between him and Damel. 
and was much fhocked by the propofition. ve 


aa 


the commander of which w:_ 


obliged to poifon his flaves, in a paflage of two «} 


_ = 
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b; 
inftances of kidnapping, he remembers two or thr, 


negroes being brought to Goree, but he could ni, 
At their requeft he immediate!) 


He refulec | 
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4 fuch things had been done by a former governor, 1790- 

tthe chief Maraboo at Rufifque did not recollect Part IH. 
uy fuch event. 
MAs to the natives being fraudulently taken off, P. 46. 


En as 


Hyollects being informed by a Maraboo, that four or 
We of the king of Damel’s fubjects were on board a 


rchant fhip. He had them brought on fhore, and 
t to the king. The captain faid in excufe, that 
y came on board drunk, and that he meant to 


‘\d them afhore. 


Witnefs examined—Roserr Norais, Efq. 


piSays, that the evidence delivered by him beforeP. 50. 
pe Privy Council (in their Report to the Houfe of 


mmons) is, he thinks, to the beft of his recollec- 
mn, a correct account of the information he then 
ve; cannot fpeak with precifion, but fuppofes that 
» printed account of the evidence delivered by him 
the bar of the Houfe of Commons, on the Bill 


Ny) regulating the tranfportation of Slaves, is a cor- 
Wit ftatement of the information he then 
S)Had feveral interviews with the Rev. Mr, Clark-P. St. 
fi at Liverpool, latter part of 1787, who expreffing 


gave. 


wifh to have the flave-trade abolifhed, told him of 


Wne part of his plan; which was, to encourage by 
Mjunties a trade with Africa for its natural produce ; 
Hl to fubject veffels in the flave-trade to a licenfe 


t, from which to defray the faid bounty: alfo 
ke of making a fettlement on the coatt, and thinks 
tt he (Mr. Norris) propofed Caramanfa river, as 
roper place: that flave fhips fhould be reftrifted 
m bringing home Weft India produce was alfo 
vart of Mr. Clarkfon’s plan; of which he has now 
ren the fubftance. Believes he faid in reply, that 


P ‘ining flave- hips entirely to the flave - trade, P. 52. 
Huld give oreater latitude to fhips trading in Afri- 
M) produce. Thinks he could not fuppote the plan 


propoled 


416 
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propofed, could abolifh the flave-trade, but encc| 


ge a trade in the productions of the country. Ni 


wy Clarkfon appeared to have two objects, viz. to ccs 


P. 43. 


firm his good opinion of the trade for the natu] 
products of Africa, and to difcover the abufes in , 
flave-trade. He difcovered an anxious folicitude- 
effect the abolition of the flave-trade, but Mr. | 
could not conceive that he could accomplith it, ‘ 

i 


it was not an immediate but a gradual abolit, 
which he underftood him as aiming at; for he 
collects, that he (Mr. C.) wifhed him to get a paré 
cular friend (Mr. Falconbridge) recommended to 1; 
command of a flave fhip. J 
Underftood abolition of the flave-trade to be ty 
avowed object of Mr. C. but by a gradual operatiq) 
Really does not recollect what he then thought t3 
propofitions from that gentleman would effect; pis 
fumes he thought they tended to a gradual aboliticy 
He gave his opinion of them at the time to Mr, ' 
who is, he dares fay, more able than himfelf, at tli 
diftance of time, to recollect what he ftated his in) 


preffions to be; but as well as he recollects, it wa 
that they tended to a gradual abolition; and he gar 
him every information that he poffeffed frankly r 
this fubjec&t, Mr. C. will, he dares fay, do him ty 
juftice to fay, he heard him with temper ; and thou! 
he could not think an immediate abolition praci, 
cable or politick, yet he withheld no advice ont 
fubject from him. | 

He did exprefs his concurrence with Mr. C. inhi 
object as itated of gradual abolition, and {till ente) 
tains the fame opinion, that the flave-trade will gr} 
dually come to the abolition he wifhed for. ' 

As to the propofitions above alluded to, believ; 
he fuggefted one of them himfelf, and the others ; 
thought conducive to the end propofed. | 

He could approve of no abolition of the flay, 
trade that was not compatible with the fituation \| 
the Weft India iflands; and when the neceflities ; 


planters there no longer required the aid of labaa 
fro 


Norerrts 17 


ibm Africa, he has always reckoned that the trade 1790. 
Nil] ceafe of itfelf. Pare L1G 
Is not cafuitt enough to decide on the merits or —~~ 
merits of the flave-trade on any other ground, 

plan that of political and commercial neceffity. 

Previous to the period referred to, he had formed P. S4e 
) own private opinion; which was, that the fubjeéts 

‘that trade are in general more happily fituated in 

} > colonies, than at home; and when conduéted with 
§opriety, thinks it confiflent with his notions of hu- 
Mnity: conceived the neceffities of the Weft India 

nds ought to prefcribe the continuance of the 
bve-trade ; for, he confidered flavery as a condition 
mankind in every age, and in every country; and 

Hult the neceffities of the Weft India iflands require 
Mapply of African flaves (convinced that their ftate 

Hre, is in general as happy as it was at home) and 

ift thofe neceffities exift, he does not difcover that 

} caufe of humanity is violated by continuing that 

de. 

™Did not think the neceffities of the Weft Indies 

uld prefcribe the extent to which the flave trade 

uld be carried on, as well as the continuance of 

for, whilft the colonies of other ftates require a 

ar fupply (which they would endeavour to get 
themfelves) as a commercial man he confiders we 

uld relinquifh an important fhare of our com- 

tce, were we to regulate it by the neceffities of the 

tifh colonies alone. Declares, he does not recol- 

- whether any thing paffed in his intercourfe with 

» C, at Liverpool, about preventing our fhips 

n fupplying fettlements of foreign powers with 

fess; but if there did, is perfuaded that Mr. C. 
inform the Committee, but fo far as his memory 

res, believes they had no converfation on that 

at. 

é eally does not recolleé&t, whether Mr, C. made 

jhe time, any minutes of what paffed in the con- 

ation, 
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As to the neceffities of the colonies for flaves, pri) 


Part II. fumes his opinion then was the fame as now ; that t./ 


kerma 


ei 


peed ae 


iflands want a fupply of 10 or 12,000 annually, ail 
as to the time fuch fupply may be wanted, it was thy) 
as impoffible for him to define it asnow. As to t} 
flave trade being carried on for the purpofe only § 
keeping up the flaves then in the iflands, he cann; 
recolleé&t his opinion, in a converfation that he hj 
almoft entirely forgotten; but it is his opinion, th; 
along with what is wanted to keep up the ftock, | 
additional ftrength of labourers is requifite to exte, 
the cultivation of the iflands. on 
Was informed by Mr. C. that he had been at Br} 
tol, to collect what he could, relative to the abujf 
{aid to have been committed in the flave-trade, wil 
a view of bringing thofe officers and mafters to jufti! 
who had treated their feamen hartfhly. i" 
Underftood the object of his journey was, to i 
drefs the injuries faid to be fuftained by individua) 
and gave him credit for the attempt; but does ty 
recollect his mentioning any other object of his “ 
quiry there than to difcover what violences had bet 
committed by the officers again{t the feamen. | 
Underftood he had the fame objeét in view: 
Liverpool, together with his plan for an eftabli 
ment in Africa, and gradual abolition of the flavs 
trade. q 
Conceived the redrefs of the injuries fuffered 
feamen, to be his immediate object, the other pa 
of his plan he conceived to be a more diftant cé 
fideration, as they could not be effected immediatel; 
Is not competent to anfwer what was his md 
object. | 
The converfation before alluded to with Mr. ; 
was at Liverpool in 1787, probably at his own hous 
Was not before acquainted with Mr. C. had feen i 
book on the Commerce of the Human Species. 
C. was introduced to him by a Mr. Rathbone; 
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merchant, as defirous of fome information refpect!! 


the African flave-trade, in which he (Mr. N.) 
Of 
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jen long engaged: he replied that he would give 1790. 
Wim what information he knew, and fhew him a ma- Part II, 
(fcript refpecting Africa. - yes 
"Does not recollect if it was then mentioned that!: 57- 
Mir. C. was purfuing the object of an abolition of the 

ide. Believes there was then no mention made of 

Ht Society inftituted in London for that purpofe, ei- 

ir by Mr, Rathbone or any other of the party. 

Mes not recollect, whether the interview, in which 

i) propofitions for the gradual abolition of the 
We-trade were diicufled, was by appointment or 


MAs to being fuppofed, from what he faid before, 
Wiconcur with Mr. C. in his defign and with for the 
@plition of the flave-trade, or only to declare his 
WJnion that the propofitions if adopted would tend 
that effect. Says, that Mr. C. being introduced 
lim by a friend whom he refpected, he withed to 

at him with courtefy. He found him ftronely 
orefled with the accomplifhing of a particular 

ect. Courtefy to a ftranger induced him to ac- 

elce in, rather than difcufs the merits of the quef- 

1, and it was his opinion that the propofitions if 

pted, would tend to that effect. At that time he 

no idea of ever feeing Mr. C. again, nor could he 

eft himfelf either in the abolition of the flave- 

le, or the emancipation of the negroes in the 

#t Indies, which was allio one of his propofitions ; 

the redrefs of abufes of feamen was an object that 
defired as earneftly as Mr. C. 

de acquiefced as well from complaifance to aP. 58. 
nger, as from a conviction which he {ftill enter- 

Hs, that a day will come when the flave-trade will 

me. Could not but approve of Mr. C’s. philan- 

™py, though he doubts of the policy of reducing 
Mprinciples to practice; if he was to point at any 

Mme reprehenfible in Mr. C’s. conduét, it is the 
@fing a private converfation, in the manner he 
Mpects he has done, by making him ftand here to 

Main an examination upon it nearly three years 
) Coe after 
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Part II,any future mention of it. r 


t—y—~—~-—- Could not but condemn the meafure if carried al 
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after it paffed; he little expected ever to have heat!) 


with precipitation, as ruinous to the commerce \) 
this country, and to the cultivation of the iflandi! 
but at fame time courtefy to a ftranger, whom ly 
never expected to fee again, prevented him from dij 
bating the merits or demerits of the meafure. 
As to whether he underftood Mr. C’s. objec to b 
precipitate and immediate, or gradual abolition, doi, 
not recollect the whole of his obje&; their conve), 
{ations on the fubjeét were much too fhort for a fui) 
explanation of fo important a meafure; but beliewi! 
a gradual abolition, to be precipitated by his plat! 
was one object of his inquiries at Liverpool: hi 
gave Mr. C’s, heart full credit for the philanthropi) 
meafure which he purfued, without weighing (in hi, 
opinion) the political and commercial inconvenien) 
cies annexed to it; and civility to a ftranger induce! 
him to acquiefce in the meafure, rather than condem: 
| 

' 


it. Does not recollect that he ufed any aroument) 
with Mr. C. to diffuade him from purfuing his objet 
of gradual abolition, for he found him to cherifh 1 
fo warmly, that any attempt would have bee: 
fruitiefs.. | 
Cannot recolle& when Mr. C. left Liverpool, ne 
after what interval he was appointed delegate, whic | 
was in his abfence, and without his knowledge. 
From his firft feeing Mr. C. to his appearing befor’ 
the Privy Council, might perhaps be fix months. ( 
Does not recolle& the particular abufes in thi 
conduct of the flave trade, the correction of whicl. 
Mr. C. had in view, except as before intimated, tov 
much feverity faid to bepra¢tifed by the officers, anv 
alfo the regulation of the price of flops, and thy 
cuftom of paying half the wages in the currency 0. 
the Weft Indies. He gave him all the informatiot 
on that head that he poffeffed. Differed from hin 
: i 
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| opinion as to the frequency of ill treatment. Mr. 1790. 


| quoted more inftances than had ever come within Part ITI. 


—_— 
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He not a ftandard by which to judge of the adjoin- 


Wy 
7 


if 


i; knowledge. 
| years experience. 
Thinks one fingle inftance would juftify Mr. C’s. 
ddeavours : conceives wanton feverity always merits 
Inifhment; the inftances he has heard of not oc- 
)irring under his own eye, he cannot judge of the 
Sovocation that might occafion them; but if they 


the interior country. 


Some he has known. 


S 


Mire, as reprefented, he fhould heartily embrace 
Wr C’s. fentiments refpecting them. 

WDoes not recollect that he gave any opinion to 
bir. C. as to the general practice of kidnapping in 
Wrica by natives, though he might have mentioned 
»). for, a few months after, he ftated, in his evidence 
Nifore the Privy Council, that he fufpected it was 
yactifed in fome inftances between the unconnected 
Hbes of the Windward Coatt. 

Woes not recollect ftating his opinion to Mr. C. 
Yon the utility of the flave-trade confidered as the 


Urce of fupply to the marine of Great Britain ; 


W)t if he did, he probably coincided on that as on 
Wher points to the opinions which that gentleman 
Nitertained, rather than harrafs his feelings, by dif- 
) ting opinions which he cherifhed. 

)/The inhabitants of the vicinity of Cape Appolo- 
Nranny with the ftate of Dahomy. Thefe are theP, 61. 
ly two arbitrary governments which he has vifited; 


a, are fubject to nearly a fimilarly oppreffive 


e other diftricts of the Gold Coaft have a milder 
vernment. 

Whether from the condition of the inhabitants of 
ahomy or Appolonia, any fair conclufions can be 
awn as to the people of Negroland in general, 
ferves, that in drawing fair conclufions, they 
ould be taken from the particular countries, and 
it by general comparifon. Thefe two countries 


@ nations on the fea coaft, and he knows but little 
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Never heard of many inftances in “v™ 
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As to the weight of a bafket or crue of rice on tii 


é 
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Part II. Windward Coaft,—a bafket is an indefinite weight| 


en ae) 


P. 62. 


when brought aboard in bafkets, it is meafured in! 
crue,*which is about zo |b. ' 


Flas read the entries from Capt. Frafer’s journal 


| 


mentioned in the examination of Mr. Falconbridge 


before the former Select Committee on the Slav’ 
Trade.—The date of the firft entry is 1gth Sept, ¢! 
the laft roth of November. The amount of the tot?! 
rice mentioned in thefe two entries, is not quite 12! 


tons, not quite 6 tons of which appears to have bee’: 
gotten at Junk. The daily confumption of th) 
fhip’s company, and of the few negroes on board’ 
during the period mentioned, was, he believes, no’! 
included in the quantity ftated in Captain Frafer”) 


journal. ] 
Whether the abolition, for which Mr. Clarkfor' 


, 


wifhed, was an abolition to be accelerated by mean! 
to be ufed for that purpofe, and not merely a dif’ 
continuance of the trade, from the circumftance ofl 
the Welt India iflands ceafing to want any furthel| 
fupply, he cannot at this diftance of time take upor’ 
him to fay; nor does he recolleé& more of it, (Mr 


C’s. plan) than a gradual abolition of the flave-trade; 


and the emancipation of the negroes now in the 
iflands. / 

Might be led, from, the perufal of Mr. C’s. Effay 
on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species, 
and from his converfation, that he had in view the’ 
accelerating of the abolition; but, with refpe& to’ 
the concurrence which he has ftated to have expreffed, 
with Mr. C. in his objeét, he calls his conduét in all’ 


his communications with that gentleman, rather an!) 
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acquiefcence from deference to a ftranger of his 
character and functions, than a concurrence with his 
meafures. 


Even had he difapproved of that object, which he’ 
fuppofed Mr. C. to be in purfuit of at the time, he' 
would have fuggefted means which, in his own’ 


opinion, 
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Jinion, conduced to the attainment of it; 
ir. C. could not reafonably fuppofe him’ totally Part IL. 
snorant of the trade which he was inveftigating, —w~ 
d if he had withheld every hint or communication, 
‘) would have been charged with not treating a 
‘janger, (introduced to him by a friend he refpeéted) 
th that civility and hofpitality which he wihed to 
%, during his vifit to Liverpool. 
i) Mr. C.’s plan met his moft fincere concurrence, 
‘at of redreffing the abufes faid to be practifed to- 
\rds feamen, and he found it impoffible to converfe 
Pith him on the one fubject without being infenfibly P. 
Wii to the other. 


Myo 2 RRs 


Befides, one part 


He found Mr. C. fo zealous on the fubject, that 


Bp acquaintance with him would not juftify his pre- 


ee to reafon with him againft a fyftem ruinous to 
2 commerce of this country, and which he thought 
the time he could not poffibly effet. He con- 
ved it to be a fine fpun theory of humanity, and 
uld not bring himfelf to think, that men and 
fafures were fo powerfully combined, as he has 

ce found them, to promote his (Mr. C's .) views. 

Cannot fay now, that he was of opinion that any 
thofe propofitions in which he concurred, and 
ich he apprehended to tend to accelerate the 
Olition of the trade, would tend alfo to accelerate 
it period at which the Weft India Tflands would 
ale to require any further fupply of flaves. Does 
t recollect that at. that time any fuch confideration 


Vicurred, 


AAs to the period, he may be fuppofed to have 


gcd in his mind for the abolition, when he fated 
Ht fuch an event would gradually take place, it 


uld have been prefumption 1 in him to have fixed 


Ny; for in all his converfations with Mr. C. ona 


eet, which he deemed equally imprudent and 
politic, he had fearcely one ferious confideration, 
yond being commonly civil to him. 

The grounds upon which he entertained the opi- 


’n, that the African flave-trade will gradually come 
to 


ON 


23 


becaufe 1790. 


24 
179%. 


Part I]. upon the trade, and the meafures fo ably and unr, 
“v~ mittingly purfued in this country to effec it 
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to be abolifhed, are, the reftrictions already la! 


Whether, as a commercial man, he thinks 
would be for the intereft of this country to furni | 
the colonies of other powers with flaves, after oi, 
own have ceafed to need further fupply, this bein) 
matter of opinion, fhould he live to fee the dil 
when the Britifh iflands have ceafed to require ar | 
further fupply, he will be more competent to fori. 
a judgment on the queftion than at prefent. 1 

But he fancies there is not a politician or merchat) 
in this country but will admit that fuch a commert! 
would be to the advantage of this country; for’ 
would be fecuring to the merchant that profit whic 
would otherwife center with other merchants an 
manufacturers that continued it. , 

Whether ‘¢ The African flave-trade is carried 0) 
** as much to the eafe and comfort of thofe that at 
“« the fubjects of it, and alfo of thofe that condué i!) 
** as it is poffible for human ingenuity to devife: | 
begs leave to object to the queftion, becaufe it is 
quotation from a pamphlet, which he does not think i! 
incumbent on him to fupport before the committer 

Flas no reafon to doubt, that all the fhips in tha! 
account from Liverpool, which he delivered to th’ 
committee, {tated to have been laid up in confequenc’ 
of the act, commonly called the Slave-carrying Aa 
were actually driven out of the trade by the opera’ 
tion of that law. : | 

Has recently received an account of a late rapil 
increafe in the French trade to and from the Coai. 
of Africa, which ftates, that there had failed, 0! 
were fitting out, between 1ft June, 1789, and 18t! 
January, 1790, for the African trade, from Nante. 
42 veffels; Rochelle 12; Bourdeaux 323 St. Maloe; 
4; Harfleur 8; Marfeilles 4; and from Havre 28 | 
in all 130 veffels, in feven months and an half, 0: 
thereabouts. His information does not fpecify whe | 
ther any of thefe veflels are employed in trade 4 
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e flave-trade ; 


Creer Ks’on, 


> flave-trade only j is meant, 


Witnefs examined,—Rev. Tuomas CLARKSON. 


and as coming to Liverpool for infor- 
tion on the flave trade. Tvts. Norris faid, he had 


td his book with much f{atisfaction, adding, as near 
éne can recollect, that it contained the truth. He 
tmifed him alfo every information as to the object 


his journey, and appointed Sunday following, for 


Biica, Mr. Norris ftated them fuch, 
twards fet down, in confequence of his evidence 
The Privy Council report. 


ha @ 7 % 
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neeting at his own houfe. 


Was afterwards at his houfe 6 times; eu was wait- 


upon alfo by Mr. Norris, 3or 4. Each time they 
| long converfations on the flave trade. On the 
‘of thefe (Sunday) witnefs read a manufcripr, in- 
ed, «© An account of the wars and cuftoms of the 
Jahomans,” which Mr. Norris lent him. 
ds, on ithe day, in fpeaking of productions of 
as they were 


He affirmed alfo, the 
ioft univerfal way in which fuch became flaves, 
ie had tranfported from the coaft, was this, That 


My were kidnapped. (by the natives, p. 68) either 
Whey were travelling on the roads, or fithing in 
creeks, or cultivating their little 

gory he had learnt from themfelves. 
Hverfations alfo, as to this being an univerfal mode, 


{fpots, whieh 
In future 


reply was, ** Undoubtedly, no perfon can deny 

¢.” 4 

Ata future time, Mr. Norris gave him fome black 

per, brought with him from Whydah, as one 
argument 


After- P, 


e productions of the country, in contradi@ion to 1790. 
which induces him to believe that Part JI. 


he, Aad 


i Went, in company with Mr, Rathbone, of Liver. P. 66. 
Hol, to Mr. Norris’s houfe, bur not finding him, was 
roduced to him upon change, as the author of an 
| ay on ‘* the Slavery and Commerce of the Human 
Species ;” 
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arcument of the impolicy of the flave trade. Bein’ 
fhewn alfo copies of fome mufter-rolls of Britt!) 
Guineamen, which witnefs had colleéted, he fail 
he would find nearly the fame lofs of feamen in tho} 
of Liverpool, as in thoie then fhewn him. if 

At another time, when informed by witnefs, thi 
he was on point of difcovering a murder by captay’ 
Brown, on Peter Green, a feaman ; he allowed grez! 
cruelties practifed on feamen in flave trade. Calle! 
afterwards on witnefs with a journal of a voyage ii 
that trade, to convince him he had not been deceivi 
ed in information colleéted on that point; and t! 
confirm witnets more, of his being of the fame min? 
with himfelf, invited him to his houfe, to communi 
cate on claufes for a bill, that would bring abov! 
abolition of flave trade. Witnefs went, and afte( 
{ome converfation, Mr. N. dictated, and witne/ 
wrote. He wrote the claufes with Mr, N’s own pe} 
and ink, and in his own room. 

Witnefs had fuch confidence in Mr. N. as ama’! 
of veracity, and a zealous friend to the abolition ¢} 
flave trade, that on making a fecond edition of hi} 
work, ‘* Onthe Slavery and Commerce of the Hu! 
<* man Species,” he inferted the circumftance cf 
kidnapping, as well as that of the king of Dahom 
breaking up a village when he wanted {flaves, as be’ 
fore communicated to him by Mr. Norris. As 
farther proof, when he waited upon Mr. Pitt, to ex: 
prefs his hopes, that the committe of the Privy Coun: 
cil (then about to examine into the flave trade) 
would examine witneffes on both fides of the que! 
tion. He mentioned Mr. Norris having materia) 
information on that fide of the queftion, which re! 
lated to the abolition; repeating the fubftance of hr 
different converfations with him on the produce ¢ 
Africa; the new trade that could be eftablithel 
there; the lofs of feamen, and cruelties exercifed 0! 
them in the flave trade; mentioning, at the fam’ 
time, the claufes which Mr. N. had given him for! 


bill for its abolition. Was afraid, however, i. 
T | 
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wir. N. on being written to only by an individual eee 
ike himfelf, would not come to London, connected Part II. 
|) he was at Liverpool; though he knew his heart =~ 
‘ be engaged on that fide; withed théréfore an or-P. 69. 
or to be fent him by the committee, which would 
ke off the rifk of difobliging connections there. 
fin being told by Mr. Pitt, that attendance to fuch 

‘der could not be enforced, witnefs wrote himfelf 
m) Mr. N. at Liverpool, but was an{fwered by Mr. 
viathbone, that he Mr. N. was then in London. 
) On this information, witnefs wifhed much to find 
Bim out, to intreat him to perfevere in the fame tine 
W conduct, as manifefted to him at Liverpool. 
Blound his addrefs, but before he could fee him, was 
, ‘ by the bifhop of London, very greatly to his 
tprife, that Mr. Norris “* had come up as a Liver- 
Bol delegate, in fupport of the flave trade.” Wit- 
py-{s upon this, tells his Jordfhip, and afterwards {tates 

H writing, how Mr. Norris had behaved, as above 
mated. Diftreffed at the time, and balancing be- 
@yeen the thought of violating the rights of hofpita- 
ly, by expofing Mr. Norris, and the duty due to 
écaufe he had undertaken, he afked his lo rdfhip 
i yw to act ; who advifing him to call perfonally on 
t. N. to “explain the reafons of his conduct, he 
Ment, but not finding him at home, left his rae Pp. 70. 
ion after Mr. N. waited upon witnets, who was 
ht, and lef the following letter, which the commit- 
€ defired to be produced, and taken down. 


i 
| 
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“My dear Sir, 

“© The letter, which you did me the honour to 
addrefs to me at Liverpool, miffed me aia and 
‘reached me here only a few days ago; being 
brought to me by a gentleman from thrile! who 
| Was fo obliging as to ch arge hinfelf with the care 
Bofic, Ic gave me the fincereft pleafure to receive 
this teftimony of the regard of a gentleman, win m 
1 fhall ever refpect and efteem, “and whofe pai- 
sianthropy claims the admiration of every Seen 


| | 2 «© whole 
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whofe bofom contains a fpark of humanity. Up 
my return to my lodgings laft night, 1-was ha 
noured with your card, announcing your addrefj 
and refolved to wait upon you this morning; bu, 
the arrival of a packet from the Weft Indie, 
which called on its way at Charlefton, has broug! 
me letters from my connections there, whic 
oblige me to relinquifh my intention, from avo ; 
cations which require my immediate attentio;) 
elfewnere; and as | am under an engagement t 
vific a friend in the country to-morrow, and tha?) 
not. return till Monday, I find I fhall not be abli 
to enjoy the pleafure of waiting on you until fom 
day carly in the enfuing week. 
“¢ Since we parted laft, the fubject of our éoni 
verfation has frequently employed my thoughts | 
and the force of your arguments, and the juftic: 
and humanity of your Patten have impreffed 
on my mind a due deference for your opinions | 
but we differ in fome points: from commercia: 
and political confiderations, I am induced t( 
think, that the benevolence of your plan cannot bi! 
acceded to intoto. If you will be pleafed to turn 
to inv favourite author, the Abbé Raynal, vol, 1; 
Pe gshyeu will fee a ftrong arcument againft oni 
sar of it; and other objections occur to myfelf: 
but T-aflure you, that whatever my own private 
opinions may be, I fhould gladly have declines 
any pailick Hips in this bufinefs, could } 
have refufed ic with propriety. The prefent im-j 
velKigation will, | hope, tend to correct whatever 

bules exift in the African trade, as well as toim-| 
ah ae the condition and fituation of that unhappy: 
part of our fellow-creatures, whofe unfortumate 
Lot Hades perha ips, for fome wife, though infcruta) 
ble purpole of our Creator, to toil for their breth-; 
ren; andevery idea, tending to fo defirable a pur- 
pole is, | traft, as dear to me as it can be to anpil 


pel rfon whatever, 
€¢ Your 
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pian, 29th Feb. 1788. 
Pp, S. 


‘ou will excufe this very incorreé letter, which I 
‘lffure you I have not leifure to copy.” 


CoarRksowm 


SS eat wily 
‘¢ Your obliged and moft obedient fervant, 
“ Ropert Norris:” 


«© Tam fo preffed for time, that I muft beg 


2 Rev. Thomas Clarkfon, No. 10, Gerrard-Street, 


Soho. 


Witnefs fays, that he ftated this conduct of Mr. N. 


ir William Dolben, fo early as the time of his re- 


ating bill: as alfo 2 or 3 timesto Mr. Cruden, to 


a Mr. Cruden, who was prefent at the firft con- 
% 


ation at Mr. Norris’s houfe, and knew Mr. Nor- 


great pains to give him intelligence, perfectly 


Mpllected it, 


and if fuch conduct did not appear 


jally ftriking to him as to witnefs. 
J to witnefs, in the prefence of another perfon or 
Nons, was, “* My opinion of Mr, Norris, whom IP. 72. 
jave known for years, is of the higheft kind, bur I 
jonfefs his conduct to you at Liverpool, and fince 
sa Liverpool delegate, embarraffes me much.” 


Mr. Cruden’s 


ays, Mr. Norris could not but have known his 


Oct at Liverpool to be abolition of flave trade, 
©, had he not heard it from himfelf. 
Mis that witnefs went there with that view, he din- 
M) daily in publick, and merchants pointing at him 
@e pailed the change, as a perfon of that defcrip- 


It was noto- 


s fure the information he is now giving, 1s pre- 


Wy what he received from Mr. Norris; for as to 
two faéts rel 


ce | 
atlv 


e ‘ to kidnapping, and the king 
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© Your kind remembrance of Mrs. Norris, claims 1790. 
ny warmeft thanks, and I am, with every-fenti- Part IT. 
nent of refpect and friend hip, 


Lom yrmnd 


ChaARKSON, 


1790. ** of Dahomy,” before related, he put them downs 


Fart Il.a book, foon after:the converfation, he kept fort 
“v~ purpofe; and as tothe claufes given him by Mr, 


eras 


i 
i 
a 
for a bill for abolition, he put them down alfo, Wij 
this difference, that he put down the latter with Ni 
Norris's own pen and ink, and own room; has tit 
book to produce, if neceflary. ! 

The committee requeiting the book to be pit 
duced, the following claufes were taken from it, ’) 

t. ‘* Make every flave veffel take out a liceny| 
‘© and let the fum paid for fuch licence, be at le} 


£50. : ' 
2. ‘© Let no flave veffel, under fevere penalti 
be fuffered to take a tooth, a puncheon of pal, 
oil, or any of its produétions, from the coaft. ©; 
3. “ Let no flave veficl be permitted to bring) 
“ bale of cotton, a hogfhead of fugar, or even api! 


é¢ 


€¢ 


“© fenger, from the Welt Indies. ; 
4.° “ f1000 fine for a vefiel that fupplies ts 
Spaniards and French. of 
5. “* Let every veffel that goes to Africa fort) 
natural productions of the country, receive) 
bounty. £500 for bounty would be adequate 


the wages of feamen, their provifions, and’ tj 
“« ftores of a vefiel of 200 tons, for 8 months; £3y 
to be paid at outfet, £2c0 at her return. i 

6. ‘ The Bananas to be head quarters and a 
*« fettlement; they belonged to one Cleland, a’m| 
latto; perhaps his family, who remain, wou; 
cc (eae: | ae 
7. “That the De Lofs Ifands be: the fé¢0;, 
‘“ from Sierra Leone to Cape Mount. To win) 
ward of Sierra Leone there is a tra, where’ t, 
blacks are defcendants of the Portuguefe; the| 
people are indultrious at prefent, more civiliz\ 
“than the natives, good boatmen, craftimen, od) 
‘hey are free, and not dependant on the Pott) 
guele; a fort of mulattoes, and would eéafily lt) 
 broveht over, { 
at 8, ey || 


€& 


TS 4 _ _— 


woe 


Cras Vie SOR: 


i, © The River Caramanca, on the Windward, 1790. 


r Gold Coaft, runs parallel to the fea, and would Part I, 


Ne a molt eligible fituation, both in point of de- -w 
ence and productions. ° 

Hi. © Thefe regulations will deftroy the flaveP. 74. 
tll-ade in a few years.” 


ays, the claufe relative to a licence for flave fhips, 


wie from Mr. N. that relative to a bounty, from 
Vifclf,; though Mr, N. calculated the fums annex- 
fo it; that relative to hindering flave fhips from 
fing off the produce of Africa, came from himfelf 
1; but that for, hinderin 
a produce, &c. from Mr. N.. As to that rela- 


eo them from ta 


o king Weft 


to the trade carried on for the French and 


Byniards, cannot fay who propofed it; buc Mr. N. 
fhtioned the fine of £1000, faying, this branch of 
Hught immediately to be abolifhed, as fupplying 
fieners at the expence of the Englifh marine. 


-fettlements alfo were mentioned by Mr. N. in 
order in which they ftand, though witnefs can- 
fay pofitively whether propofed as neceflary by 


WN. or himfelf.. Mr. N. however, gave his fanc- 


-to the whole, for witnefs put down no clauie 
approved of by Mr. N. after converiation on 
propriety of it. 

ecolleéts Mr. Norris ftated the flave-trade to be 
Ming trade, in prefence of Mefirs. Cruden and 
land, the latter of whom had been a {flave- 
chant. | 
Vas introduced to Mr. N. he fuppofes, in the P- 


i= 


fy 
ox 


~ 


ns. 


Binning of Septemb, left him the end of October, 
fin the February following was told that Mr. N. 
scone up as a Liverpool Delegate. 


lever afked Mr. N. to procure a flave-fhip for 
Falconbridge. Should have thought he would 


@: fuffered in Mr. N’s. opinion from fuch a pro- 
nil. 


Miefs at Briftol, before a gentleman, that he had 


Befides, Mr. F. had previoufly declared to 


the trade from principle. Adds that the object 


Mr, Falconbridge’s journey to Liverpool, was to 


aid 


1799. aid him in procuring facts for abolition of the fi; 
Part Il. trade: nor did he make fuch a propofal to any otlt 
“ev perfon. Thinks it not improbable he might ha: 


C.t PR EGON, 


told Mr. N. that as the flave-trade could not imn’. 
diately be abolifhed, it was a pity that humane m} 
fhould not be feleéted to command flave-fhips in t' 
Interim, but does not even recollect this. i 

Says there were very few meetings of himfelf a} 
Mr. N. at which Mr. F. was prefent. Does not 1! 
collect being at the Exchange with Mr F, al 
Mr. N. or of feeing Mr. F. at the Exchange at a’ 
diftance, when with Mr. N. though this might ha’ 
happened. Was about fix weeks at Liverpool. * 

Thinks, in his calls on Mr. N, found him at hor 
five or fix times; dined with him twice; faw him ‘ 
a morning, when he fhewed him copies of t) 
Briftol mufter-rolls; received from him anoth. 
morning, at his houfe, the pepper from Whydal 
faw him alfo when he went to tell him of the pri 
bability of proving the murder of Green, by Gap 
Brown: a fixth time was, when he received fro 
him the claufes. 1 

Was of opinion, that Mr. N. did not confider tl 
abolition as an extraordinary plan, burt as one whit 
ought to be executed, His whole conduét to hir 
(Mr. C.) at Liverpool, made him believe fo. 

Recolleéts Mr. N. fhewed him fome papers, at, 
gave him one, viz. * An Invoice for a Cargo / 
“< Whydah;” but none about the lofs of feame’ 
Muft, however, do Mr. N. the juftice to fay, he hi 
heard him ftate the lofs of feamen in his own fhipt 
be little or nothing. This, however, he did ni 
ftate, to fhew Mr. C. had been deceived, but th’ 
there were fhips that went to the coaft without an 
material lofs; and Mr. C. confidered it as a proc 


of Mr. N’s. own humanity. 
Underftood kidnapping, from Mr. N. to be th’ 
general practice, as far as he, Mr. N. could judg 
from his own experience, except only Dahomy, f¢ 
that king was faid by him not to kidnap, i a 
| elZ 


| 


Lize on a village, when in want of flaves. 
ver difcriminated between kidnapping ty hoftile Part IT. 
ytions or by individuals, His words were, (which —w~ 

uitnefs will never forget) ‘ that on inquiry into theP. 78. 

tory of thofe whom he had taken from Africa in 
,s own vefiels, their almoft univerfal anfwer was, 
jat they were kidnapped either as they were tra- 
jjiling, or fifhing, or cultivating their little fpots.” 
\) returning from Mr. Norris’s he put down thefe 
yrds in his journal, produced yefterday. Says itP. 
Wimpomible for him ever to have mifunderftood Mr. 
on this particular; was never clearer of any thing 
his life. 
ycumitance into the fecond editicn of his ** Effay on 
ye Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species,” 
(did not infert it as the bafis upon which he buile 
p affertion there, that kidnapping was a eeneral 


‘ifes of Guinea feamen. 


ie GA GR US ON, 


Says alfo, that though he inferred the 


actice, but only to corroborate other circumftances 
mntioned in the former edition of that book, 


Woes not recollect that Mr. N. alluded to any 


ticular period, when he ftated the flave-trade ta 
a lofing one. 

Never heard Mr. N. exprefs any approbation or 
approbation of his, (witnefs’s) meafures to redrefs 
Knows only Mr. N. 
acarred with him, that fuch enormities were prac- 


-d, and the feamen were worfe ufed in that than 
@) other trade, which Mr. N. not only expreffed at 


own houfe, but when he lent him the journal 


wore defcribed, (p. 67.) 

) is to any plan faid to have been communicated 
# him to Mr. N. for freeing of the negroes, fays he 
© never fo abfurd as to think of fuch a plan. His 


: object at Liverpool was to collect fa¢is for the 
lition of the flave-trade. This diftinétion between 


a lition and emancipation he fet out with as a firft 

Piciple, and has preferved till now. 

Pic the fuppofition that Mr. N. could not beP, 8o, 
0 


us in condemning a trade he had long purfued, 


Mnefs believes he fincerely meant the abolition of 
Numb, 3. E, 


the 


i 
f 


Mr N. 1 
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1790. the trade in many branches, as neither juftifiable |) 
Part II. the principles of humanity nor policy ; and witnef§ 
wv conduct, as explained yefterday, proves he thoug' 

fo; for he not only mentioned him to Mr. Pitt, as|i 
then ftated, as a proper evidence for abolition, bt 
even wrote him to come to London in that capacr’, 


On being afked the character of Mr. Rathbo!, 


witnefs replied, that he was recommended to him‘ 
to a very worthy man, and found him fo; and ber} 
afked again, if civility to a ftranger, recommenc] 
by Mr. Rathbone, might not prevent Mr. N. fré 
controverting opinions, which he, witnefs, warn’ 
efpoufed, replied, in his opinion, civility to a ftrang'} 
ought not to prevent any man from telling the trut) 
neither does he believe it did him, becaufe Mr. 4 
repeatedly told witnefs Mr. N. condemned the trar, 


t 


Witnefs examined—Dr. TuHomas TROTTER, 


Hy 
A Surgeon in the Royal Navy. 
( 

P, 80. Was a voyage in the African flave-trade, fr 
Liverpool, in 1783, furgeon of the Brookes, Cleme’ 
Noble, mafter. Ten months on the coaft, from ¢ 
| 


time they reached Cape Palmas, till the cargo w 
P. 81. completed at Anamaboe. Made many inquiries if 
the mode of procuring flaves, of flaves themfelyv’ 
of traders, and particularly of Accra, a trader 
Cape la How, who was a moft intelligent man, ' 
uncommon modefty and gentlenefs, and well kno* 
as aman of great integrity. The information } 
ceived was, that the natives were fometimes flav 
from crimes, but the greater part of flaves were wl! 
they called prifoners of war. Of their whole car' 
recolleéts only three criminals, one fold for adulte}| 
and one for witchcraft, whofe whole family ghar’ 
his fate. One of the firft faid he had been decoy: 
by a woman, who told her hufband, and he W 
_ fentenc 
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AFRICA. TROTTER. 


mpted to cut his throat ; the wound was fewed up, 


Hat the following night he had not only torn out 
pie futures, but had made a fimilar attempt on the 
Mjher fide: from the ragged edges of the wound, 
ydthe blood upon his finger ends it appeared to 
‘ive been done with his nails, for though ftriét 
Pjzch was made through all the rooms, no inftru- 
Sient was found. He declared he never would go 


th white men, uttered incoherent fentences, and 


p joked wifhfully at the fkies. His hands were fe- 


red, but perfifting to refufe all fultenance, he died 


hunger in eight or ten days. 


Has often afked Accra, what he meant by pri- 
ters of war. Found they were fuch as had been 
med off by a fet of marauders, who ravage the 
untry for that purpofe. The bufh-men making 
ir to make trade, (meaning it feemed to make 
ves) was a common way of fpeaking among the 
iders. The practice was alfo confirmed by the 
ves who fhewed by geftures how the robbers had 
me upon them; and in the Brookes, during the 


lich they called flave-taking, or bufh-fighting ; 
ewing the different manoeuvres thereof in leaping, 
lying, and retreating. Inquiries of this nature 
it to the women, were anfwered only by violent 
rts of forrow. Upon afking Accra, what they 
ade of their flaves when the Englifh and French 
: Bist were 


35 


Ayatenced to pay a flave; but being poor, was fold 1790. 
Mimfelf. Such ftratagems are frequent: the fourth Part IT, 
yjate of the Brookes was fo decoyed, and obliged to — ww 
yy aflave, under threat of {topping trade. 
HJOFf the family fold for witchcraft, confifting, heP. 82. 
Pyinks, of the man, his mother, wife, and two 
jughters; the women fhewed the deepeft affliction, 
je man a fullen melancholy: faid,; that having 
Wyiarrelled with the Cabbofheer of Salt-pan, he, in 
wwenge, had accufed him of witchcraft: he refufed 
yod: early next morning it was found he had at- 


ffage, fome of the boy (flaves) played a game, P. 83. 
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1790. were at war, he fimply anfwered, ** Suppofe thip |i 
Part IJ.** come, maffa, no take flave.” H 
wy~w = Had many boys and girls on board, who had |i 


Popes 


Never faw ventilators ufed in thefe fhips; a wind, 


AFRICA. Tk 0 Tore | 


relations in the fhip; many of them told him tht 
had been kidnapped in the neighbourhood of Ani) 
maboe, particularly a girl of about 8 years, who {ay 
fhe had been carried off from her mother, by the mij 
who fold her to the fhip. i 

Once faw fatSam, their gold taker, fend his cany/ 
to take 3 fifhermen, employed in the offing, whi 
were immediately brought on board, and put in iron 
and about a week after, he was paid for them. Ril 
members another man taken in the fame way from 
board a canoe along fide. Fat Sam very: frequent! 
fent flaves on board in the night, which, from the) 
own information, he found, were every one of the; 
taken in the neighbourhood of Anamaboe: he rn 
marked, that Maves fent off in the night, were nq 
paid for till they had been fome time on board, lef; 
he thinks, they fhould be claimed; for fome wey 
really reftored; one in particular, a boy, was carri¢) 
on fhore by fome near relations; which boy tol 
kim, he had lived in the neighbourhood of Anami: 
boe, and was kidnapped (p. go.) : i 

AAs to kidnapping by Europeans, has only heat, 
of it; but the mafter of the Brookes, urged his golc 
takers daily, to get him flaves by any means. , 

Slaves in the paflage are fo crowded below, th: 
it is impoflible to walk through them, without treac) 
ing on them; thofe who are out of irons, are locke! 
{poonways (in the technical phrafe) to one anothen: 
it is the firft mate’s duty to fee them ftowed in th’ 
way every morning ; thofe who do not get quickh 
into their places, are compelled by the cat. In thi 
fituation, when the fhip had much motion, they wer! 
often miferably bruifed. In the paffage, when th! 
{cuttles muft be fhut, the eratings are not fufficien 
for airing the rooms; he never himfelf could breath) 
freely, unlefs immediately under the hatchway, 


fal 


| 
| 
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ne ufed in the paffage. 
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(1 was often tried on the coaft, but he remembers 1790. 
Has feen the flaves draw- Part II. 


Diy their breath with all thofe laborious and anxious -v~w 


= ed _— 


4 


\ 


Ware dying; 
tings, they would fly to the hatchway with all the 


r 
‘4? 


Wecoverably loft, by fuffocation, having had no pre- 


Werts for life, which is obferved in expiring animals, 
jected by experiment to foul air, or in the ex- 


ufted receiver of an air pump; has alfo feen them, 
yen the tarpawlings have inadvertently been thrown 


er the gratings, attempting to heave them up, 


ing out, “ Kickeraboo, kickeraboo,” i.e. “* We 
” on removing the tarpawlings and 


ns of terror, and dread of fuffocation; many whom 


m has feen in a dying ftate, have recovered, by be-p. 


brought thither, or on the deck; others were 


wus fins of indifpofition. 


Slaves, on being brought on board, fhew figns of 
Micreme diftrefs and defpair, from a feeling of their 
Gation, and regret at being torn from friends and 
Wanections ; many retain thofe impreffions for a 
Whig time ; in proof of which, the flaves being often 
Ward in the night, making an howling melancholy 
Mite, expreflive of extreme anguifh; he repeatedly 
Wiered the woman, who had been his interpreter, to 


juire the caufe; fhe difcovered it to be owing to 


rir having dreamed they were in their own coun- 
}, and finding themfelves when awake, in the hold 
Mia flave fhip. This exquifite fenfibility was parti- 
Warly obfervable among the women, many of whom, 
HN) fuch occafions, he found in hyfteric fits. 
myThey failed after dark in the night, when the flavesP. 86. 
Nre fecured below, to prevent their fhewing figns 
Wdifcontent at leaving the coaft; he thinks this the 
fon, becaufe every fhip that left the road while 
1 Brooks was there, left it in the night; has heard 
(A ; cuftom is general, 
WThinks they bought upwards of 600 flaves, and 
Mt about 7o in the voyage. 

As to infurrections among the flaves; a number 


| the ftrongeft men in their fhip had one night 


fawed 
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1790. fawed off their irons with an old knife, notched fl 
Part IJ.the purpofe, furnifhed by a woman from the cabin) 
tv _ but were detected by the information of anothl/ 


ers 


Arrica.—W. Inpres. TrRoTrer, | 


flave. 

A man jumped overboard at Anamabee, and wi 
drowned ; another, in the Middle Paffage, who wh 
taken up; a woman was, for fome time, chained 4) 
the mainmait, after being taken up; being let loofi! 
made a fecond attempt; was taken up and di¢ 
under the floggings given her in confequence. 

Believes the practice of dancing them is generi/ 
in the trade, in the Brookes it was not ufed til) 
exercife became abfolutely neceffary for their health) 
thofe in irons were ordered to ftand up, and mak; 
what motions they could, leaving a paflage for fuci 
as were out of irons, to dance round the deck. Suo) 
as did not relifh the exercife of dancing, were com 
pelled to it by the cat; but many ftill refufec: 
though urged in this way toa fevere degree. | 

Befides the inftance already given, of a flave ftat) 
ving himfelf to death—remembers another. A wo) 
man was repeatedly flogged, and victuals forced inti 


her mouth; no means however could make he 
{wallow, and fhe lived the 4 laft days in a ftate c] 
torpid infenfibility. 
The cargo was difpofed of in Jamaica, p. 94, bi 
what is called the fcramble. The. buyers ftani 
ready, when the fignal is given for opening the fale 
to rufh all at once upon the flaves, and affix theij 
tallies to thofe they with to have; this unexpedtew 
maneeuvre, had an aftonifhing effect ; the flaves wer) 
heard crying out for their friends, in language ex; 
preffive of the deepeft afliGion. Some hufbands ani; 
wives were parted, and many other relations. — I 
The feamen lay, in the Middle Paffage, under thi, 
booms, according to cuftom, and, when the weathel 
was bad, were certainly expofed very much. 
During the Middle Pafflage, fome of the feamen 
were moft cruelly fogged by the matter, fo much fo; 
that on one accafion he faw from the quarter ‘i 
om¢ 
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fme of the failors coming aft from the forecaftle, to 1790. 
iifeve a man, upon which the matter let him go, and Part If. 
ver afterwards punifhed any of them in that man- “~~ 
‘ir. Same matter was carrying, in a former voyage, 

1) paroquets to the Weft Indies; they died, and fuf- 
micting a failor of having killed them, ordered the 

Dan to be lafhed to one of the topmatts for 12 days, 

which time he had no other food but one of thofe 

Wrds, and a pint of water a day; though wonderful, 

‘ e man furvived this. He was a native of Phila- 
Nphia, and was difcharged in the Weft Indies. Has 


§l 


Yjard the mafter who perpetrated this wanton barba- 
y, relate it in a publick company, with triumph. 
‘From what he has feen, he fhould fuppofe theP. 88. 
Minds of Africans very capable of cultivation ; fome 
Hirt of his evidence fhews them fufceptible of all the 
Meial virtues; has feen no bad habits, but among 
Mofe engaged in trade with white men; of thofe, 
Biccra an exception. 3 
NiFood of the flaves on the paffage was, rice, horfe- 
Wjans, and unclean corn, with ufual condiments of 
Wim-oil, fale and pepper: the beans from England, 
2 rice was got to windward, and the Indian corn at 
Hjmamaboe: they had abundance of cheefe: a quan- 
Hy of the Indian corn was fold in the Weft Indies. 
»; Anamaboe it was in fuch plenty, that many canoes 
H) it were fent away after their corn room was full. 
Nhe rice was a very wholefome food; had a red 
fk, but white within. 
Does not remember the furf was too high, during 
1); whole time they were on the coatt, for canoes to 
me off (nearly 10 months) except two or three 
nys. 
WThe 3 fithermen, before-mertioned to have beenP. 89. 
ized, faid they were free men. Another cafe is 
Heentioned of a man taken out of a canoe along-fide : 
Jth done with fo much indifference, that he thinks 
Ne practice was frequent, of feizing and felling 
mee men, 

As 
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1790. As to the 3 fifhermen complaining of the illegal| 
Part Il.of their capture; all communication is prevent 
tev between the flaves on board and the traders; a) 


I. -90. 
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canoe-men who come to fell flaves; hence it cov’ 
not be fuppofed that any of their connections wi 
informed of their fituation. Traders are not alloll 
ed to go forward after the barricado, and they cal 
not, from its height, look over it; nor are they pe 
mitted to look over the fhip’s fide. ‘ 

As to the cafe of the child reclaimed, before-me' 
tioned, it is probable that the trader who fold hir’ 
perhaps not being the kidnapper, had informed t} 
boy’s relations. 

The man who attempted to cut his own throd 
had all the appearance of a fullen melancholy, bi 
was by no means infane; believes a degree of del’ 
rium might come on before death; but when 1! 
came on board, believes him to have -been inh’ 
perfect fenfes, 

Cannot be pofitive as to the particular amount ( 
the mortality on board the Brookes. i 

Engaged to go as furgeon in the Brookes, in tr 
{pring of 1783, at the clofe of the war. 

Is at prefent furgeon to the Edgar M. W. Ha’ 
his medical education at the Univerfity of Edir' 
burgh, and alfo his doétor’s degree. ; 

Many flaves died of the fcurvy; thinks only' 
very quiet pafiage faved half the cargo; for betwee’ 
2 and 300 were tainted with this difeafe on their ar! 
rival at Antigua. Does not think their food wa’ 
fuch as would have produced this difeafe, indepen’ 
dent of other caufes, viz. their peculiar confine 
ment; the contaminated atmofphere of the fhif 
with all thofe depreffing paffions, infeparable fron 
the ftate of a human being, torn from all that is tt 
be valued in life. aaa : 

Was often thwarted (by the mafter) in his pre: 
{criptions for the fick, who in violent burfts of an 
ger, !wore they fell victims to his medicines: his 
(the mafter’s) contradigtions, were particularly ob- 

fervable 
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} event juftified the propofal, for when a liberal 
bply of fruits was had at Antigua, the recovery of 
ves was rapid beyond example. 
/ Among the flaves, were many related in different 
Ngrees; remembers two or three hufbands and 
Hives; one of thefe had a child, which he often car- 
id from the mother to the father, who always re- 
ved it with much affection: it died on the paf- 
we. 
| Any intercourfe between hufbands and wives on 
ard, is carried on by the boys which run about, 
1 are allowed occafionally to go aft: other rela- 


ij neceflary, was in the fhip at leaving the coaft; 
lak 
}! 


: 
Meher, and their affection to each other was cer- 
Waly very confpicuous, particularly when dileafed ; 
Wifome inftances their feelings were fuch, as would 
ara comparifon with thofe of any civilized people. 


_ 2 
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II able when the fcurvy broke out; he treated with 1790. 
4 


\ . 
) Boys and girls, under the age of puberty, gene- 
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yumb, 3. I 


ly kept feparate ; boys with the men, girls with 
‘women. 

Firft heard the mafter relate the flory of his puntfh- 
tthe Philadelphia feaman (by having him tied to 
‘topmatt, and fed on a paroquet a day, as already 


Wntioned) ona Saturday night, when he had coms 


ny, in the Road of Anamaboe; does not recollect 
o were prefent; the fact itfelf, as related, ftruck 


‘time; he was fo fhocked, that he immediately 


) the cabin, and told the ftory to one of the mates ; 


ll never forget the impreflion it left upon his 
nd at the time, and he has fince mentioned it a- 


ing his friends, as a piece of unparalleled cruelty 


| 98.) 


mie 


Witnefs 
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“atempt the propofal of carrying out a great quan- Part II, 
vy of trefh fruits; of which not a goth part of what ey 


ns, of the fame fex, commonly withed to mefs to-P. gg. 


a fo forcibly, that he thought of nothing elfe atp, 100. 


1790. 
Part Il. 
head 


as Caley 


o1OT: 


P, 102. They had on board between 30 and 4o childre/ 
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Witnefs examined——WiLt1amM Dove. i 


i. 
| 


Mr. William Dove, of Plymouth, was 1769 ¢) 
the coaft of Africa, from Sierra Leone down to Pip 
cipini Sifters on board the Lily, Captain Salterai 
from Liverpool. | ! 

Refpecting the mode of getting flaves, he obferve 
an inftance of a girl that was kidnapped bein 
brought on board by one Ben Johnfon, a blac! 
trader, who had fcarcely left the fhip in his cané 
with the price of her, when another canoe with’twi 
black men came in a hurry to the fhip, and inquire| 
concerning the girl. Having been allowed tof 
her; they hurried down to their canoe and haftn 
paddled off. Overtaking Ben Johnfon, they brotg 
him back to the fhip, got him on the quarter deck 
and calling him. ‘ teeffee” (which implies thief); 1 
the captain, offered him to fale, Ben Johnfon remion! 
trated, afking the captain, if he would buy hi 
grand trading man; to which the captain antwere! 
if they would fell him he would buy him, be 
what he would, which he accordingly did, and pt) 
him into irons immediately with another man, Wi 
led to think from that inftance, that flaves were kic 
napped, and as well as from having feen childro 
brought feparately on board, and men and womt 
without frefh wounds, or marks of old ones on them 


boys and girls, fome on their mothers breatts ; fow 
or five were born during the paflage. 

The flaves in his fhip were in general very wé 
treated, as well as any fhip on the coaft, two orth 
inftances of great cruelty excepted. a 

Captain Saltcraig coming on board one event} 
fomewhat intoxicated, fcolded the officers for ny 
manning the fides to receive him, then with a ropt! 
end beat many white people on deck; he the 
{tretched a rope acrofs, and ordering a negro, : 


ftout fellow, out of irons, made him ftand on r | 
iC | 


| 
| 4 


; 


a 


| eR THC A. 


Moder it, the fweat ran down their faces, and they 


| As to capacity among the negroes, 


mh there were others 
hidies he has feen them at different handicrafts, make 


Dove. 


fellow to make a 
low at him again, which, though at firftt he knew 


yeep with the but end, till the black man evacuated 
‘xh by urine and excrement, infomuch that the 


ip’s company thought he could not furvive it. 


The other inftance; the black men between decks 


id drawn the ftaple of the fore lazaretto where the 
prfe-beans were kept, and taken as witnels fuppotes 


order, two of the ringleaders 
a a 


mmbfcrewed ; a punifhment fo fevere, that while 


tr 


% R 


The men (laves were fettered all the Middle 
din fight of Defida, a Weft India ifland, except.a 
j 


w fick flaves who were let to walk the deck, and 
King great care to recover them. ‘This confine- 


Daft. 
Paflac e 


lent may be neceffary irom their great fuperiority 
“numbers. Has known men fettered together quar- 


— 


‘lin the night; but this was put to rights by the 


cond mate or boat{wain’s going down. 
he obferved 
me that feemed apt at taking any thing. Two 
bys from a little oakum given to them, would ver 
exteroufly work a curious fifhing-line, twilting 3 
iy on their knees; it was ufed often to catch ca 
not fo apt. In the Wett 


ip 

} 
c 
¢ 
L 


La 
y good workmen as white people. 


.° : : : La Weft 
tion either to agriculture or trade, but in the WVett 


ndies he has feen fome diligent and attentive to the 
B23 duties 


rough hunger, two or three gallons; at night they + - 
Mere overheard eating them; five were feverely 


Whipped by the captain’s 


4. 


Ie of the rope, while he ftood on the other, and 1790. 

' ting his foot to the black man’s, fquared as if to Part Il, 
‘x him, faying, that he would learn him how to “~~ 
Wht, and fignified to the black 


¢ 


¢ 


h~) 


Was not.on fhore in Africa to obferve their difpo-P, 104. 
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790. duties required of them; others there are of a [44 


Part II.caft, juft as our common people at home. He I 
wy no doubt but that a trade might be cultivated w), 


P. 10 


r 


gE 


them in 


fhip, they took about two tons. 
tanes, bananas, and yams, were brought to them}: 
abundance; fome honey alfo, and a few bottles}! 


the juice of the fugar-cane. 
fhip’s boats brought them off, but chiefly the i 


tLVCSs:. 


The African rice is in quality equal to the Car 


lina; is 


it, which 
trate the grain, but lies as a little duft upon | 


furface, 


The tarpaulins are only put on in cafe of rait 
when taken off there is a fteam comes up betwei 
the gratings, by which means the air is commun: 


cated to 


they have been panting for breath. | 

Treatment of failors on board with him was ing 
neral oppreffive, particularly in one or two inftancey 
the chicf mate finding a leak in a barrel of tar, toy 
the captain, who called the boatfwain to account fV/| 
it; the boatfwain faying it was not his fault, for thi 


tar woul 


him he would make him prevent it, and then toc 
an end of a rope, and beat him in fo unmerciful 
manner, that he did not recover for fome weeks. 

Another inftance ; John Coffee, affiftant furgeo| 
was taken ill of a diforder prevalent among the white; 
which firtt feizes them with a fleepy heavinefs an 
dilinclination to move. 
takes place, which makes it painful even to ftand ¢ 
wali; this the captain faid was idlenefs, and that | 
they would exert themfelves, they would foon gf 
well, and to make them do fo, repeatedly beat thet 
with a rope’s end. | 
and when at laft he could not ftand, infilting on # 


that he 


Africa. 


; 
: 
Sierra Leone afforded rice to 


Pine apples, plat. 


: 


Both natives and t4 


thought to go farther; it has a rednefs | 
» When the hufk is taken off, does not pen 


| 
I} 


them below, and has relieved them whi 


d run in that warm climate ; the captain to: 


{ 


A {welling of the legs foc 


} 


In this manner he treated Coffe) 


would make him, he ordered one of thy 
hanc. 


—- 


7 


ai 


ol 


+4 New-York. 


Hi free blacks; half the inhabitants may be black. 
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nds to feize him up to the fhrouds, where, after a 1790. 


v minutes in that pofition, Coffee begged him for Part II. 


©: fervants here. 
)in of flaves while. he refided in either of thofe 


rich, ina moft brutifh manner the captain an{wered, 


MNo, no, do you think I’ll be hanged for you?” 
Pipffee repeatedly begged him either to let him down 
y} fhoot him, yet ftill he kept him there for near 
ree hours. 
‘jon the deck, and in about two hours he expired. 

In the outward bound paflage they were tolerably 
‘ll off in point of provifions: they had 4]b. of 
Wjead a week, 1 1b. of fale beef a day, with a pro- 


When loofed he lay down on his bed 


rtion of potatoes, which beine out when they ar- 
) es y 


Wed on the coaft, they felt it a little fharp, but 


ight cat-fith to fupply their place; this however 


W: captain forbid, and refufed alfo to add half aP. 
und of bread to the week’s allowance. 
Syek they had ftock-fifh, with only a little vinegar, 
Miefly on the Middle Paflage. 
W the outward bound paffage they had a breakfaft 
9 of oatmeal boiled thick, called Burgou, which 
bys very comfortable. : 


Once a 


On the mott part 


From the year 1774 to 1783, he, refided at Bofton 
There are there many negro flaves 


general the flaves were treated very well there, as 
There was not a fingle importa- 


ices. Thinks the numbers did not decreafe, and 


im the great multitude of black children running 
Out the ftreets, he infers that population was kept 


ty like themfelves, for they have lhberty to choofe. 


) He was paid two months advance-money on the 
‘p's failing from Liverpool, which was accounted 


"in Weft India currency, on his arrival in Weft 


Bes, 


Having 


i)pd’s fake to fhoot him and put him out of pain; to “W™ 


106. 


He never faw nor heard of a driver in America. P. 107. 
Py eroes are not punifhed ordinarily there with whip- 
Ne; beating was never found to anfwer the pur- 
Wie; they are transferred to other matters, fuch as 
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Having foon left Liverpool, he does not knjj 


Part If.whether captain Saltcraig was difcharged for |j 
ev— drunkennefs and mifcondudt.. He was repeated 


country could be cultivated without any negré 
| 


requefted by Mr. Rice, one of the owners, to remj} 
in the fervice and promifed promotion ‘in it, but /4 
objected becaufe of the ill treatment of the fhip’s co! 
pany, and not only fo, but becaufe he did not Ii 
the trafick. He had an affurance afterwards, fri\ 
Mr. Rice, that Saltcraig fhould be prevented in f} 
ture from ufing the fhip’s company as before. M\ 
Dove had made a point of {tating it to the own’ 
himfelf. 

He does not know whether Piccinini, Sifters, a! 


fi 


Wappoa, are diftinct ftates, nor while there, did ‘ 


hear of any hoftility between them. 
He never heard of families fold on account " 
witchcraft, nor heard of fuch a thing as witcher’ 
while on the coatt. ) | 
Upwards of half the fhip’s crew were landmen. i 
He has often eaten horfe-beans, and thought thr! 
an excellent mefs. | 
He went to Bofton as cooper of His Majelty’s iy 
Prefton, under Admiral Graves; at New-York 4 
was cooper to the fame fhip under Com. Hotham, * 
At Bofton white people cultivate the land as wl 
as negroes; and they indifcriminately work togeth | 
Both at Bofton and New-York he was appointed | 
offices on fhore, where he accordingly refided dur’ 
the whole war, till 1783, and that has afforded h' 
an opportunity of being fo particular in his obi 
vations. 1 
He thinks an Englifh conftitution equal to fie* 
labour at Bofton. He has not a doubr, that wi 


th 
vl 


there a fufficient number of white people there t 


atoall, 


CRA) 
Ch A 


pyHas been nine voyages to Africa, two as a mate, 
i feven as.a matter. 
WRecollects the voyage when Mr. Thomas Tree 
mas furgeon, they failed 3d June, 1783, and arrived 
Liverpool in Aueuft 1784. Had no previous 
} owledge of Doétor ' “Trotter 5 who was recommend- 
ly by one of his friends, to GHOSE tHe Bulders oF the 
Np. Thought him often very remifs in his duty, 
nii fpent a great deal too much time in drefs, winieh 
iyoften reproved him for, 
| Veflel about 300 tons; bought 628 flaves ; loft 
jon the coaft, 33 on the pafface, and 6 in Kinef- 
“ff harbour, in all 58. In preceding voyage, bought 
15, buried 26 in whole. 
pin the voyage with Mr. Trotter, had 49 feamen, 
Me died in the fmall-pox ten days from Liverpool, 
Ypther fell overboard from a boat and was drowned, 
Wother a natural death; total lofs three, which he 
oks might be the average of all his voyages. 
) Does not remember a dead man and a living ever 
Wine found chained together, nor flaves fuffocated 
i, m the tarpaulins laid over the gratings through 
myctention, which it is impoffible can happen, for 
Wives are always ready enough to call to the people 
my deck to put the tarpaulin either up or down as 
ly feel heat or cold. Rain is kept out of the 
pms by a tarpaulin or awning fpread ro or 12 feet 
ve the deck from maft to “matt, like the roof of 
maoufe. >. 
eas ae ‘often at Cape la Hou ; trade is there 
m@efly carried on by the Dutch; Enelifh or French 
1s {top a day or two only, perhaps fometimes a 
sk. Believes flaves cannot be taken off the coatt, 
1)t have not been fold under the laws of the coun- 
my. Never knew an inftance. 


Really 


1790. 
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1'790. 


Part JI, with impunity on the Gold coaft, 
w~v~ Remembers a man flave on board his fhip 


P. t11.0only in the voyage Dr. Trotter was with the fhi' 


132. 


AFRICA. | NoegereE, 


Really does not believe flaves could be kidnapp | 


tempting to deftroy himfelf, and believes the man wj 
perfectly mad, is fure of it. Did not appear fo}! 
firft, or he thould not have bought him; it apped | 
ed fome few days after; he ftormed and made: 
ereat noife, worked with his hands, &c. and fhew | 
every fign of being mad, Believes he generally 1/ 
fufed fultenance, Had no converfation withhim, exce 
at times when he feemed to be rather better than | 
others. He gave no reafon at all for his viole!’ 
condu&; could feldom get him to {peak (p. 113.) 

Bis Icnown many flaves fall overboard by acc! 


: 


dent, but generally picked up. Remembers 0!) 


eae 


who was fubject to fits, and fell out of the fore chai! 
in a fit and was drowned ; alfo a woman who w* 
infane and very troublefome, believes fhe did jun’ 
overboard once or oftener. Ordered her to be coy 
fined to prevent her from doing it again, but p" 
nifhed her no other way. Does not recolled wh’ 
ther fhe died or not. 

Never had any flaves die on board in conieqae? | 
of correction. | 

His officers and feamen were in general defirous' 
fail again with him. | 

Remembers, in the voyage Mr. Trotter was wi’ 
him, flogging a failor for abufing the flaves, and b’ 
ing infolent to himfelf. Believes it was the only tin, 
a jeaman was flogged in the voyage; fame man can) 
home from Jamaica with the thip, and behaved wel: 
and offered to go again with Mr. N. in preference | 
any other fhip (p. I12 and 120.) | 

Does not know Mr. Trotter ever expreffed himfe 
diffatished with any occurrence on the voyage, aly 
has no reafon to think he would not have gone wit 
him, but the fhrp was laid up (p. 116.) | 

Does remember a voyage, when he had a numb! 


of paroquets on board, it was in 1774, they "ile 
4 


% 


iT 


Bextca—WeInnvdiss. Nose. 


| ied in one night, by a black man of the fhip (not 1790. 
yiave) who told fome of the people he would do as Part IT. 
nich for him (Mr. N.) the next night; when afked —~~ 


7) 


tie faid fo, he faid, yes, with all the infolence in the 
4)1d; he was ordered to be confined, and by advice 
Cjthe officers of the fhip, who judged it unfafe to 


him below, he was fent to the maft head; at 


f) days end he fent to fay he was forry for what he 
iy done, and hoped to be let come down; he was 
joediately ordered to be brought down and let out 
wirons; but for the remaining part of the voyage 
f(Mr. N.) took care to have the cabin door made 


in the night: the man was very turbulent, and 


w<inefton was caged almoft every night till he went 
Mthe ifland: when foconfined he fent every morn- 


to Mr. N. for money to relieve him: he never 


ned Mr. N., for fending him to.the maft head, but 
ij! many of the failors it was very fortunate he was 
ilconfined, otherwife he was fure he would have 
Mi-dered Mr. N. for his refolution was fixed. 

BiDoes not recolleé&t he had ever any trouble with 
hy {ailors, employing attornies, or any thing of that 


| Did not often receive flaves in the night; but every 
By and then; that the other captains fhould not 
them come on board, he judged was the caufe,P. 113. 
Wthe traders wifhed to keep on good terms with 
@ the captains. 

ie was nine months and eight days on the coatt. eile @ es 
Does not remember receiving three men that were 
ie in the offing, but has frequentiy feen them 
Hen out of canoes and fold: they were flaves to be 
\:. The greater part of thofe that paddle the ca- 
Ns, and go afifhing, are flaves. 

Pelieves perfons in the condition of flaves on theP, 115. 
Git, may be fold to the fhips, without being con- 
V ed of any crime: always underftood they had a 
Bit by the laws of the country to do what they 
Pyfed with their own property. Never made any 
Wiry whether the faves brought for fale, were the 


Numb, 3. G property 
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Nose. 


ee property of the fellers; they being ufually brol, f 
Part Il.only ; never enquired how thefe brokers came i 
i 


“v~ them, thinks there 1s no occafion; always fuppos 
and did not doubt, but they had a right to fell Pe 
Inftances of flaves falling overboard in Gui: 


LS aA 


P. 117, after they go to reft: 


fhips are not very frequent; it happens every it 


and then. 


Is not at prefent engaged in the African tray 
quitted the fea above four years fince. 
Some of the flaves appear dejected when brout: 
on board, but in general foon mend of that, a ‘ 
in very oood {pirits while on board. 
Now and then met with fulky ones that woul | \ 
eat without force, then endeavoured to perfuade the, 
and if that would not do, to force them to it. | 
Flas been often below when the flaves were all | 


their rooms: 


platforms. 


than at others; that depends chiefly on the weathe| 
when calm itis fure to be very warm. Never foul, 
any bad effects from the air: the air cannot furely | 
fo good as upon deck: it is rather foul and offe, 
five, but more fo in calm weather than at other tim, 

Refers in what he has faid of the ftate of the fh. 
between decks, &c. to the voyage that Dr. Trott 
was with him. 

Cannot fay with certainty how many flaves we 
in the mens room in this voyage: from the numb. 
on board thinks there muft have been fomethir, 
fhort of 3003; cannot fay the exact proportion | 
males in the cargo, but fhould fuppoie about tw¢ 
thirds males, and one-third females. 

Cannot recolleét number of boys ; 
reckon in their accounts, without diftinguifhing 


they had many of both boys and girls, 


they had room enough to lie dow, 
and were as comfortable as could be expected 
board a fhip: could walk amon 
ing upon them, it is done every night by the offic’! 
all the fhips he has had, h| 
It was much hotter below at fome tim) 


wo) 


o them without trea} 


} 
tL 


¢ 


( 


: 


t) 


i) 
if 


| 


¥ 


! 


in general the 


Do 


Arrica.—W, INDIES. Nose. 


{ lie: chief mate and boatfwain generally ftow 
{min the mens room: never meafured, nor calcu- 
ed what room they had; they had always plenty 
4 room to lie down in, and had they had 3 times as 
ich they would all lie clofe jammed together; they do 
}oefore the room is half full: the fpace in the middle 
|'ween the two rows of flaves varies according to 
vi lengths of the flaves; in fome places perhaps a 
4)t,in fome more, in fome lefs ; fometimes when the 
Vather is cool they will lie as near the fide as they 
(i, and when it is warm crowd more under the grat- 
ss. Cannot recollect how they were diftributed as 
#/numbers; are divided fo as not to throng one 
1m more than another: they were he believes dif- 
Muted as the cargo ufually is on board of Guinea 
1s, where he underftood it the rule to diftribute 
m equally fore and aft: there were men ftowed 
the boys room adjoining to the mens ; which is ge- 
ally the cafe (p. 120.) 
The flaves were fold in the Weft Indies after this 
nner: the men are on the main, and the women 
@ on the quarter deck; the buyers come in at the 
€ way between, where they remain till the fale is 
tned, when they rufh in fore and aft, and fuit 
timfelves as they can, clapping their tallies on 
‘Voever they mean to take. 
i ya by fcramble in Jamaica; in other iflands it 
‘ers. 
Remembers the flaves being in great diftrefs, and 
“king grievous outcries on the fale by fcramble in 
3 particular voyage; the caufe of it is, becaufe 
y are parting; it is a general cry and a noite 
~ughout the whole fhip; but more particularly fo 
Wh fome that think they are going to be parted 


‘hm their hufbands, wives, mothers, children, &c. 
a Ca but 


| Does not remember the length of the mens room, 1790. 

‘. breadth about 26 feet: there were in the breadth 4 Part II. 
Mws of flaves on the deck, and one on each plat- ~~~ 
j}m: ftowed on their backs or fides as they chofeP. 118. 


elieves this is the common way of felling a cargoP. 119. 
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P. 122. Ifaac Parker, Ship-keeper of the Melampus Frigal 
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N oBteE. 


but the purchafers are always very particular 


‘making exchanges, fo that hufbands, wives, moth) 


and children, and even acquaintances, 
gether: Never knew it otherwife. 


The men flaves take exercife during the paffal) 
a drum is beat, and they jump or dance to it/; 
well as their fituation will admit; the ftout men} 


all in irons, and a right leg and a le 


hands the fame: a chain faftens the greateft parti 
them to the deck, a few days before leaving \\ 
coaft, and a few days after; then thofe chains || 
taken away, and many of the flaves let out of iro) 
they are always very ready and very fond of danci } 
except a few fulky ones; but in general there | 
very few of them. As to the means ufed to comi| 
them to dance when fulky, the matter or people t/! 


are among them endeavour to perfuade 


they will not, they let them do as they pleafe. 


He was fupplied with rice or corn b 
while on the coaft. 


Witnefs examined—Isaac PARKER. 


failed in 1764 from Liverpool to the River Gamb! 


in the Black Joke, Captain Pollard, wh 


flaves well, but who dying off St. Jago, was fu 
ceeded by Capt. Marfhall, who did not behave: 
well to them, but pinched them in. provifions 4' 
water, while there was plenty in the fhip. One ¢! 
ception to Captain Pollard’s good treatment was,’ 
child of nine months old which refufed to eat, 1! 
which the captain took it up in his hand, and loge 


it with a cat, faying at the farne time, ‘ 
Pil make you eat, or I’ll kill you.” 


The fame child having fwelled feet, the captai 


ordered them to be put into water, thou 


cook told him it was too hot. This brought off t 


fhall 20 ; 


‘ 


' 


q 


ft, and tii 


them, anc 


y the nativ 


i 


o treated 1 


| 


< Damn yd 


oh the fhi: 


fk 


AFRICA. PARKER. 53 


Hjin and nails He then ordered {weet oil and cloths, 1790. 
Wnaich'Ifaac Parker himfelf applied to the feet; and Part II. 
Withe child at mefs time again refufed to eat, the ~V~ 
| ptain again took it up and flogged it, and tied aP. 123. 
Diz of mango-wood 18 or 20 inches long, and of 12 
bj 131b. weight round its neck as a punifhment. 
He repeated the flogging for four days together atP. 124, 
Wefs time; the laft time after flogging he let it drop 
bit of his hand, with the fame expreffions as before, 
Nid accordingly in about three quarters of an hour, 
Bie child died. He then called its mother to heave 
Hjoverboard, and beat her for refufing. He, how- 
Dyer, forced her to take it up, and go to the fhip’s 
file, where holding her head on one fide to avoid 
Bic fight, fhe dropped her child overboard, after 
hich fhe cried for many hours. 
The crew confifted of 13 of whom only 5 furvived.P. 126. 
Din 1765, he failed again from Liverpool, in the 
ptham, captain Colly, to Old Calabar, and there, 
Bir want of provifions, left the fhip, which, though 
Jund for the Weft Indies, lay windbound then upon 
‘te bar. He went with the furgeon to buy flaves, 
Jth the goods that were left, to Newtown, where 
ick Ebro, a king’s fon, who knew of the ill treat- 
ent given the crew by captain Colly, concealed 
Djmn for three days in a room till the fhip was gone, 
Ne then came out, and employed himielf in fifhing, 
Weaning their arms, &c. and remained there for five 
» /onths. 

@ When there, Dick Ebro’ afking him to go to warP, 124, 
th him, he complied, and accordingly having 
red out and armed the canoes, they went up the 
Meer, lying under the buthes in the day when they 
me near a village; and at night flying up to the 
Milage, and taking hold of every one they could fee. 
Wnefe they handcuifed, brought down to the canoes, 
Did fo proceeded up the river, till they got to the 
Mount of 45, with whom they returned to New- 
Iwa, where fending to the captains of the thipping, 


Ney divided them among the fhips. About a fort- 
yh night 


= 


5a AFRICA. PaRKER, | 
1790. night after they went again, and were out eight}; 
‘—~——J nine days, plundering other villages higher up ¢, 
P. 125.river, They feized on much the fame number } 
before, brought them to Newtown, gave the far]| 
notice, and difpofed of them as before among t!. 
P. 133.fhips. They took man, woman, and child as th, 
could catch them in the houfes, and except fuckit| 


children, who went with their mothers, there W. 


f 


no care taken to prevent the feparation of the chi, 
dren from the parents when fold. When fold to tl 


Englifh merchants, they lamented, and cried th’ 
they were taken away by force. i 

P. 135- Dick Ebro’ was certainly not at war with the pec 
ple up the river, nor had they made any attack up. 

on him. Slaves were very flack in the back countr: 

at that time, and were wanted when he went on the, 

P. 135. expeditions. He took no goods with him in th. 
canoes. He was not at war with any body, nor di 
J.P. hear that there had been any war before h 
coming there. The old town and new town of Ci 
labar were at peace with one another. ! 

P. 133 Dick Ebro’ had many flaves of his own, whom h, 
employed in cutting wood and fifhing, &c. but h 
treated them always very well. 
The Guinea captains fixing on a certain price 
agreed to lie under a £50 bond, if any one of ther 

fhould give more for flaves than another ; in confe, 

F. 133-quence of which, the natives did not readily brin; 


flaves on board, to fell at thofe prices; upon whici 


ye eo 


4 


the captains ufed to row guard at night, to take th’ 

canoes as they paffed the fhip, and fo {topping th 

flaves from getting to their towns prevent the trader, 

from getting them. Thefe they took on board thé 
different fhips, and kept them till the traders agree 

to flave at the old price. 

P. 133. He has known prefents made by the captains t¢ 
P. 135.the black traders to induce them to bring flaves. 
Captain Colly in particular gave them fome piece‘ 

of cannon, which he himfelf faw landed. y | 

P. 134. Captain Colly did not behave fo well to the fhip’s 
crew 


| 
| 
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w after his arrival on the coaft as during the voy- 1790. 
2. He kept them on short provifions, giving them Part If. 
ly fifh for four months, with nothing but palm oil “ww 
Mit, and fometimes not that. He gave alfo 4 1b. of 
Vead by the week. The quantity of fifh, when 
led, was not fufficient for a meal, and the reft of 
f day they were forced to go without vidtuals. 
Mhen up in the country, he took a yam from off 
t coppers, for which the captain charged him a 
4 ling againft his wages. 
"de has been more than once in the Weft Indies ;P. 1:34. 
a) in Jamaica, Barbadoes, Antigua, and the Gre- 
Tlas, has feen feamen fick, with fwelled feet, and 
‘sging for want of food and employment; and 
{fe informed him that the fhips they came from 
e Guineamen. 
de did not know, when he went out with captainP. 135. 
Jard, that any part of his wages was to be paid 
Welt India currency, and accordingly objected toP. 136. 
siving it in that manner when there ; declaring to 
t. Marfhall, that “‘ he would not go home with 
‘hip if he did not give full pay;” upon which 
Captain threw him and fome others of the crew 
) prifon, where they lay two or three days, and 
1 agreed to go with him, on the captain’s paying 
t gaol fees. The governor, though applied to, 
je the failors no redrefs. 
ince his return to England, in 1766, he has beenP. 131. 
€ time in the coafting trade, and fome time in 
ajefty’s fervice, and in 1768, entered the En- 
Wwour bark, in which he went round the world 
1 captain Cook, as-boatfwain’s mate. He ferved 
r in the Monarch, captain Jofhua Rowley, and 
ow by appointment of the mafter-attendant of 
nouth dock, fhip-keeper of the Melampus. 
‘he flaves on board fhips very often refufe to eat ; 


— 


= 
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tl take fick, and will not eat: blows make them 
Oly more fulky, and in general they feem very me-P. 136. 
la holy and dejected, P. 137. 
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P. 137. 


P. 138. 


P. 139. 
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Witnefs examined—Rev. Joun Newton, [1 


Rector of St. Mary, Woolnoth. 


Made five voyages to Africa, the laft in 1744, || 
mafter of a flave-{hip. Lived afhore about a ye 
and a half, chiefly at the ifland of Plantanes, at t}) 
mouth of the river Sherbro. q 

The Purrow, the legiflative and executive pow) 
there. A fort of free-mafonry, to which the obed) 
ence paid may be a mixture of fuperftitious chara 
and fubmiffion to government. i 4 

Always judged, that, with equal advantages, tl! 
natives capacities would be equal to ours. Hj 
known many of real and decided capacity. TI! 
Sherbro people are in a degree civilized, oft’ 
friendly, and may be trufted “where not previout 
deceived by Europeans. Has lived in fafety amor’ 
them, when the only white man there. The be! 
people he met with were on the R. Gaboon and | 
C. Lopas. Thefe had then the leaft intercour! 
with Europe. Believes they had then. no flavi 
trade, and has heard them fpeak againft it. a 
traded in ivory and wax. One great man faid, * | 
I was to be angry and fell my boy, how fhould i g) 
my boy back when my anger was gone?” j 

Has known fhips and boats cut off, but never ! 
Gaboon or C. Lopas. Sometimes at Sherbro, afl 
in retaliation. i 

Natives, having few wants, make fewer exertion:| 
but he does not think them naturally indolen| 
Many of them hired to work in our boats and fhip! 
On the Windward Coatt, they cultivate the land, ni 
only to fupply themfelves, but the fhips with rice: 

Polygamy being practited, the affections may po: 
fibly not be fo trong as in other countries; but h 


never heard of a mother felling her children, uM 
\ 


Dy 


( 
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, They are generally worfe in their condué in pro- 1790. 

| {tion to their acquaintance with us.. Parc IT. 
J3elieves the African trade very fatal to feamen, “Ww 
fn expofure to weather, intemperance, and ill 
fitment. Thinks in a trade in African produce 

| would not neceffarily be expofed to weather fo 

ch, and that the flave-trade is a great caufe of 

ir hard treatment. The real or fuppofed neceflity 
jreating. the . negroes -rigoroully, gradually be- 

abs the heart, and renders moft of thofe engaged 

i: 00 Indifferent to their fellow creature’s-{uffer- 

ii. He has feen them when fick, beaten for lazi- 

y tul.they have died under the blows. : a TANS 
nce-when on fhore, the traders fuddenly put him - 

) his long-boat, telling him that a fhip juft» 

id, had carried off two people. Had it been 
wv in'the town, he would have been detained. 
} known; many other fuch inftances, but after 36 
# Cannot fpecify them. It was a general opinion, 
ded on repeated and indifputable facts, that de- 
jations of this fort were frequently committed by 
Muropeans. (p. 147.) bal levsbst 
Hows little of punifhments, except, theafeling 
Wders for flaves. Believes many were fold. for » 

3, whole punifhment otherwife would have been 

Me. : sf Avid 

any confidered frauds as a neceffary branch ofP, 142. 
ave-trade. Has known them put. falfe heads 
Dowder-cafks, cut off two or three yards; from 
uddle of a piece of cloth, greatly adulterate 
Wtandy, and fometimes {teal back articles. de- 


> 


€ men flaves always fettered. He never put 
out of irons, till they faw the land in the W, 2 
Thinks the thip would not otherwife have « 
lafe.. Two or three plots, in his. fhip,. were 
i difcovered. He was mate of.a fhip where? 
hite man and three or four negroes were killed, 
infurrection. . | 

> flaves had more room 


~ 


i% 


in his.fhip, becaufe hes 
TI ; never 
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P. 144. He was at three flave fales int 
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never compleated his purchafe, but their fituati}) 
ina full fhip is uncomfortable indeed, being ke 
conftantly in irons, crowded in their lodging, al 
often, in bad weather, almoft deftitute of air | 
breathe; befides what they fuffer from the fhi§ 
motion, in their irons, and the difficulty in the nig? 
of getting to tneir tubs, which are fometin/ 
overfet. 
In plots or infurrections, they fuffer moft genera! 
fevere floggings, to which the mafters of fome fhi' 
he has been on board of, added thumb-ferews. * 
captain told him repeatedly, that he had put negrc' 
to death, after an infurrection, by different crv) 
tortures. In many fhips the fufferings of the wom’ 
were aggravated by the brutality of the crews, 1; 
knew many women in Sherbro, whom he thoug’ 
modeft, but knows not how to compare their m' 
defty with that of women in other countries. —’ 
The flaves are fettered in pairs, not chained, F 
has often, in the morning, feen one of the pair dea! 
He has known pawns taken off the coaft by Eur; 
ean traders. Individual Europeans were thoug! 
well of by the natives, but they had no good opin’ 
of them upon the whole, and fometimes when charg’ 
with a fraud or crime, would fay, ** What, doy 
think I am a white man?” 1 
Small flaves, from 8 to 16 years of age, ufed | 
confticute about 1-a4th of the cargo. oll 
Fe Wett Indies, a" 

at one in South Carolina. Relations were feparat! 
as fheep and lambs are feparated by the butcher, * 
His concern in the flave-trade was not profital' 
to his employers, There were more lofing th’ 
gainful voyages, The trade was generally confider’ 
as a fort of lottery. 
He made three voyages as commander of a flav 
fhip. He firft went on board a flave-fhip as a for! 
maft-man at Madeira, in 1745, having been d’ 
charged from aman of war; but was made ftewa: 
for about fix months, He was left by her a, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


AFRICA. Newton. 


sjvant to white traders. He left the coaft in the 
44 of 1747, as paffenger in a fhip which called at 
»yboon, and arrived in England 1748. He counts 
i that time his firft voyage. In that time, they 
ded to R. de Nuna, about 40 leagues northward 
1 $. Leone, but has no knowledge of the inter- 
diate country, and 20 leagues to the fouchward 
4 that river, in the R. Sherbro. 


ippofes might be fifty miles from the head of the 
Her or creek Caramanca. Believes he did not ftay 
ypve two days. He never went fo far at any other 
tne, feldom above 3, 4, or § miles from the coatt. 


Tithe natives as the caufe, and he has, more than 
ce or twice, made up breaches of this kind be- 
teen the fhips and the natives. 

ade believes feveral captains of flave-fhips were 
Heft, humane men, but has good reafon to think 
ty were not all fo. The taking off flaves by force 


@jcaptains. He has often heard mafters and officers 
€jrefs this opinion. Depredations and reprifals 
Tyde to get them were fo frequent, that the Euro- 
E ns and Africans were in a fpirit of mutual diftruft: 
H)does not mean that there were no depredations, 
@lept in their laft voyage. Has known Liverpool 
@ Briftol fhips materially injured from the conduct 
tfome fhips, from the fame ports, that had left 
t coaft. It is a fact that fome captains have com- 
M ted depredations in their laft voyage, who have 
M been known to have done it before. 


ter, when a matter to the fame part. 

e felt the trade very ineligible, but had no 

ple of its lawfulnefs while engaged in it 
H 2 ) Witnefs 


a 
oe of fervitude and ficknefs. He knew the natives 
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yp failed with a perfon who was part owner, on 1790. 
yz coaft, where he lived perhaps 18 months, as a“ W™ 


He once went three days journey inland, which heP, 146, 


de has fometimes found all trade topped, and the P, lave 
% redations of European traders have been affigned 


#) been thought moft frequent in the laft voyagesP, 148. 


de was, for moft of his refidence, in an abjeP. 149. 
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Witnefs examined,—Jamzs Mortey, Gunner of t: 


Medway. ‘ 


j 
‘ 
) 


peu A 

179°. Made 6 voyages to Africa, the firft in 1760, ti 
Part [].Jaft in 1776: ever fince in the king’s fervice. «1 
wv v™~ the African trade from the ill ufage he hintfelf i 
F. '49- ceived,-and faw towards others. He continued ‘I 
159% the trade from a promife of promotion, and to’mais) 
tain his family. In the firtt fhip, being then i) 

To years of age, he was a fervant ; alfo in the fecond 
in the third before the matt; in the fourth eunner) 


} 


in the fifth boatfwain and mate; in the fisth mate! 
ny fdas been much on the coatt, and far cup ith! 
country. Has been, by computation, 3 or 400 mil!) 
up the river Nazareth, and about 200 miles*up tl 
river Gaboon (above Parrot’s [fland, p. 164.) 
P. 151. Has alfo been at Angola, Affenie, Cape Apollonia 
Cape Coaft, Anamaboe, and Old Calabar (at this Jat! 
3 voyages—-and atc Commenda, Succundee, Dixcoww 
Amunda, Brandenburgh, and many other place! 
p. 164.) | a 
Africa produces cotton, gold, rice, peppers, palm 
oil, tobacco, and dye woods. He never was ricin 
on the coaft, but has bought fome of it off the rive 
Sifters, and different places on the Windward Coafl 
This rice was brought alonefide in canves, withou! 
any inquiry for it (in bafkets holding about 2 gal 
lons, p. 167.) mi 
The natives were always willing to do any fer 
vices, for which they had a profpect of being pail 
immediately, He has had much intercourfe wit) 
P. 192.them, and apprehends they would raife produce, 1 
made to fee that they could get as much by it as bi 
felling flaves, They traffic only in provifions any 
ivory at their markets; alfo for flaves all through 
the country. ‘ 
The) 
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|) They treat their flaves with the greateft kindnefs, 790s. 
ore fo than our fervants or flaves in the Weit Part IL. 
‘dies.. ‘They do not care ‘to’ fell’ canoe- boys and ““™ 
yufe-fervants, who raife provifions, fifth; get palm-P. 152. 
], and palm-wine, make grafs and other cloths, ° wi 
uld houtes, go in the canoes, and do ‘the heute 
ifinefs, Is convinieed!it is a common practice for P. 153. 
em to fet flaves to work, who are refufed by the 
tropeans. In Old’ Calabar he faw a flave that was 
fered to his fhip, at work in the plantation. 
He owns, with thame, that he has made che natives 
unk, and has given an extra price for a good man 
woman. HHehas feen this done by others. Cap- 
in Hildebrand paid an extraordinary price for one 
‘the wives of a man whom he had made drunk, and 
vo wifhed to redeem her next day, as did the perfon 
(Mr. M.) ‘bought the man of; but neither of 
em was givén up. Suppotes they would have 
ven One-third more than their price to redeem 
em (knew of no other inftance, p. 166.) 
Moft of the flaves, as far as he faw, were obtained 
purchafe. He knew and faw énly one taken by 
ud by the black traders. It was one that came 
wn'to get fhell-fifh, that he bought, Has been 
d by the natives at Calabar, (but never faw it, p. 
NS.) that’ they took flaves in what they call war, 
ich *he found was putting the villages in confu- 
yo, and catching them as they could. A man on 
ard the fhip he was in, fhewed how he was taken 
Woight by furprife, and faid his wife and childrenP. 15 54. 
te taken with him, but they were not in the fame 
p. Had reafon to think, from the man’s words, 
at they took the whole village, thofe that could 
t get away. 
In Old Calabar, aaa are fold for flaves, for 
ultery and theft. pretence of adultery, he 
nembers a woman wid. He learnt that this was 
Wly a pretence from her own mouth, for fhe fpake 
od Enelifh, and from the refpec with which her 
{band, ‘king Ephraim, treated her, when he came 
on 
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n) 
( 
iy 


_1790, on board; whereas, in real cafes of adultery, thi. 
Part IT. are very defperate. | 


, ! 
“wm = He has feen children on board, without paren) 


P. 155. Off Taboo, two men came along-fide in a cano, 


P. 156. When they came into Gaboon, in the Tom, cap, 


or relations. 


One of them came up and fat on the netting, bj 
would not come into the fhip, on which the capta) 
intoxicated him fo with brandy and laudanum, thy 
he fell in upon deck. (Does not know laudanun) 
but the captain ordered him to pour in laudanung, 
and he (Mr. M.) faw him pour out the liquid, whic, 
was of a very dark brown, p. 165.) The captai, 
then ordered him to be put into the mens room, wit) 
acentry over him. The man in the canoe, aft¢, 
calling in vain for his companion, paddled off fa) 
towards the fhore. The captain fired feveral mutke, 
balls after him, which did not hit him. About 3 ¢, 
4 leagues farther down, 2 men came on board fror 
another canoe. While they were on board, a drur; 
was kept beating near the man who had been feized, 
to prevent his hearing them, or they him. 


) 


tain Matthews; defired the mate to call himfel, 
captain, while he hid himfelf. Two of the chief, 
fons coming on board, told the mate that he lied; 
and that he was not the captain: on this the captail 
came up the fcuttle, laughing. The. chiefs fon; 
afked him what he had done with their fons, and the, 
boys he had carried off, and told him in Englifh, tha 
if he came on fhore there to trade, they would hav¢, 
his head. They then went into their canoe, and lefi 
the veffel, calling to him and making motions to the 
fame purpofe. Is not pofitive as to any other in: 
{tance. f 

When at Furnandipo, in the Marcus tender-floop, 
in the height of trading with the natives for provi-. 
fions, a man ftole a few ftrings of beads. Bithop,, 
the matter, ftriking him, the natives flew up to the; 
wood. Bifhop fired among them, and ordered 
boat's 


a | 
| 
| 


i! 
| 
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/ many yards; but they could never learn whether 
‘vy of them were killed. Does not remember that 


| y of the natives had offered violence to the boat’s 
‘New. 


4 or 5 miles, by the creek; but by the mouth of 
‘ofs River, 16 or 18 miles, or more. New-Town 
along way from the fhipping. Before the towns 
irted, they always went by the creek. 

When there has been a full purchafe, the flaves 
Y=: clofely ftowed; but, when a fhort purchafe, and 
ey have had mortality, they have moré room, He 
Hs been employed in a full fhip, in ftowing them as 
ofe ashe poffibly could. In moft fhips he has been 


w 


; ips, he has feen them in great perfpirations, efpe- 
Ally when rains obliged them to keep the gratings 
‘jng covered. He has wiped them, and feen them 
) ped, in perfpirations fo violent, as to give reafon 
think, if they had been long kept fo clofe, fuffo- 
tion muft have enfued; but this he never found. 
 ¢ has feen them under great difficulty of breath- 
3. The women particularly, often get up on the 
ams, where the gratings are raifed with bannifters, 


out 4 feet above the combings, to give air, but 
ey are generally driven down, becaule they take 
e air from the reft. 

He has known rice held in the mouths of fea- 
k flaves, until they were almoft ftrangled. He 
"5 feen the furgeon’s mates force the pannikin be- 
een their teeth, and throw the medicine over them, 
- that not half of it went into their mouths, the 
Jor wretches wallowing in their blood or excre- 
~ ents, hardly having life, and this with blows of the 
 t, ding them for fulky black b——. He de- 
“ares he has known the doétor’s mate report a flave 


ad, and have him thrown overboard, when gs 
| een 


»), the men were in irons all the paffage. In fullP. 
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Yyat’s crew to do the fame. A great fhrieking was 1790. 
ard, and they immediately all difappeared, The Part II. 
Myat’s crew left the boat, and faw the track of blood “~~. 


t From Old-Town, Calabar, to the Duke’s-Town, p, 1s7e 


P. 160. fold by vendue. 


Arrrcacs—W. Inpies.. MorREEY, 


»gine why, only co get clear of the trouble. | 
In his firft voyage, in the Eagle Galley, 700 wer! 
taken on board; believes above 250 were loft. .}) 
- 159-his fecond voyage, in the Amelia, about 200, ol} 
more, were taken in, 18 or 20, more. or -lefs, ‘werf 
loft. In his fourth voyage, in the Tom, about rq) 
or more. taken in, 255-more of lefs, loft. “In. his fifth, 
voyage, in the Venus, between 250 and 300 taken in|| 
about! 20 loft, but is not fure. a Se 
Some flaves fold on board, moft commonly on! 
fhore. He never faw them fold by feramble, except 
in-his laft- voyage, in the Whim. | Refufe flaves are 
Fe has feen refufe flaves, that came! 
out of the fhip he was in, lying about in St, Kitt’sy 
in avery bad condition, and apparently. deferted, 
He has known the poorer people buy flaves at ven-| 
due, for atrifle, not thinking of the expence of CUre 5) 
when they find the raifing of them will coft a good | 
deal, let them go about any where. He has been on 
an inquelt at Jamaica, where, from the appearance; 
of the body, the verdict was, ‘* Died for. want,”: 
Upon inquiry, the perfon fufpected to be the owner, ; 
has denied that it was his flave. | | 
Some feamen enter voluntarily, but knows others) 
are:kept by landiords, till in debt, when they offer; 
them a Guineaman or gaol. One Sullivan, a land-y 
Jordin Briftol, got 2 or 3 young fellows in debe, and | 
fasced them, in his hearing, to go on board the Gui-y 
neaman he belonged to, or to gaol, He helped to | 
carry them ‘on board; himfelf; cannot pofitively fay ; 
this is a common praétice. | id 
The feamen in the Guineaman he failed in, were | 
generally, treated with great rigour, and. many, with 
cruclty., Recollects many inftances. Matthews, the; 
chief mate.in. the Venus, would knock a man down | 
161. or any frivolous thing, with a cat, a piece of wood, 
or a cook’s axe, with’ which be once cut a man down | 
the fhoulder... In, theAmelia, captain Dixon, the» 
mnen were tied up, and, had 4 or,5,dozen lafhgs ata), 
time, 


ine, and then rubbin 


/ Arrica.—W. Inovres. Mortey, 


2n in; but capt. Butler, in the Whim, from Liver- 


ol, neither treated the flaves nor the men fevere- 


1 
t 
! 


i 
t 


1 ulcerated legs, and other diforders, almoft dead. 
has often relieved them. 


“Jamaica, he faw a man hoifted up taught to a. 


€ on a wharf, with 3 or 4 fifty-fixes to his feet, 
flogged with a fhort whip, and the fkin fwelled 


j2 great lumps: it was not broke, but bruifed. 
‘negro flogeer then flogged him with ebony on 


lame parts, until the blood ran from moft of his 


‘*. He was told the flave’s crime was running 
17; and that the ebony was ufed to let odt the 
wed blood Another time, he faw a woman 
Pilly flogged at Kingfton. He was told fhe wasp, 163. 
Py her miftrefs fo much a month, which fhe had 
| imb, 3. ] noe 
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g them with pickle, he told 1790. 
bem, “ They fhould not ftink, for he would faltPart II. 
jem well.” He has heard him tell them fo often, He wy~w 
Mr. Morley) when his cabin-boy, for accidentally 
yeaking a elafs, was tied to the tiller by the hands, 
)gged with a cat, and kept hanging fometime. He 
#3 feen great feverity in all the Briftol veffels he has 


he captain’s hearing. re 102, 


5G 


1790. not done. .He knows many fuch inftances. In J) 
Part [I.maica, he once (and only once) faw marking iro| 
wv~ heated over the flame of rum, and applied tot) 
thick of the thigh of the flaves, as they came throug) 
the barricado-door one by one. f 

Captain Briggs’s chief mate, in Old Calabar riv¢ 
lying in ambufh to ftop the natives coming down t) 
creek, purfued Oruk Robin John, who, jumping (| 
fhore, fhot the mate through the head. } 

Mr. Walker, mafter of a floop, was on board t) 
Jolly Prince, captain Lambert, when the king | 
Nazareth ftabbed the captain at his own table, tor 


P. 164.the language. The Jolly Prince belonged to tj 
fame owners as Matthews’s fhip. | 


P. 166. 


the veiffel, putting all 


cook, a boy, and he believes one man. Capta 


Punter, of the Prince 


why the king of Nazareth took this ftep ? he fai 
« It was on account of the people that Matthey 
« had carried off from Gaboon and Cape Lopas, t, 


« voyage before.” 


He was fometimes 
on fhore at Gaboon. 


ivory there, which comes from inland, on the fhoul, 
ers or heads of the negroes. ' 


By the water-fide 


flat or marfhy in fome places, but the farther up 


river, the better the 
back country, as to 


country was never overflowed while he was thei, 
and he never heard that it was. 


‘There are great qu 


Gaboon, but no rice that ever he faw. Never fi 


any cotton exported 


pillows of it. It is very fine, but very fhort in ‘ 


pod. 


by feafaring people 


ulcerated legs, and are fickly, lying about the whal 


and private places. 


Arrica.—W. InpiEs. MORLEY. 


Sailors in the Weft Indies are called wharfinge! 


& 


! 
tl 
J 


the whites to death, except t; 


| 


of Wales brig, afking Walk: 


Walker efcaped, by knowi, 


a week, fometimes 2 or 3 daj, 
He faw a great quantity | 


about Gaboon, the country, 


{ 


land. It runs fo high in ¢; 
be feen a great way off. Ty 


| 
antities of cotton at Calabar al, 


from thence; but he has ma, 


i 


in general, becaufe they ha, 


The failors call them fo a 
the 
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here are wharfs ; but they call them beach horners, 1790. 
ad other cant names, where there are no wharfs. — Part II. 
) Very particular in moft captains purchafing no “~~ 
aves but fuch as appeared to be in good health. 

) "| They had always an hofpital forward, before the 

) ien’s room. 


/itnefs examined—Capt. Tuo. Botton THompson, 


Of the Royal Navy. 


" He was fecond lieutenant of the Grampus in 1784,P. 167. 
1785, and 1786, and commanded the Nautilus in- 
787, in carrying out the black poor to S. Leone, 
“here he was from May to September. : 

‘ The principal products are cotton, indigo, tobacco, 
\gar-canes, cam-wood, gums, cardamums, rice, 

yory, and gold-duft. 
Were the natives inftructed and encouraged, he 
ippofes they would cultivate thofe things. Several 
Watives at S. Leone, affifted the blacks he carried 

iit, in building their houfes, at a {mall expenfe. 

The natives did not appear inferior in capacity toP, 168, 
her uncivilized people. On the contrary they ap- 
Meated poffeffed of great quicknefs and cunning. 

“hofe of S. Leone appear harmle{s and inoffenfive. 
| He has heard that the word * panyar,”” which ts 
»mmon on the coaft, means kidnapping, or feizing 
men, 
| From the many complaints which he received from 
em, he concludes that feamen are far from being 
ell treated in the flave-fhips. One Bowden fwam 
gm the Fifher, of Liverpool, captain Kendal, to 

e Nautilus, amidft a number of fharks, to claim 

S protection. Kendal wrote for the man, who 
fufed to go, faying that his life would be endan- 
ered. He therefore kept him in the Nautilus ullP. 169. 
€ was paid off. He was a diligent, willing, active 
1 2 {eaman, 


68 
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tv—~y the Nautilus, pafling by; two only reached her, thi, 
reft, he believes, regained their own fhip. Th 
majority of the crew had, the day before, come o} 
P. 169.board the Nautilus, in a boat, to complain of i} 
ufage: but he had returned them, with an officer t 
inquire into and redrefs their complaints. This wa) 
in July, 1787. He received many letters from fea, 


defiring him to proteét them, or take them on boar 

Is inclined to think the feamen in fhips trading iy 
produce are not fo ill ufed as thofe in flave-fhips, 
Several of his own officers gave him the beft account; 
of the treatment in the Iris, a {hip trading in wood; 


men in flave-fhips, complaining of ill ufage, a 


&c. and of the healthinefs and good order of thi) 


P. 170. fhip. 


He fhould fuppofe the flave-trade is not a nurfery 
for feamen, as thofe on board the flave-fhips appear 
very fickly, from their being very much expofed tc 
the fun, rains, and dews, in fmall craft, 
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an, 


She was near him feveral weeks. 


‘THOMPSON, 


Several of the crew of the Brothers qj 
Part II. Liverpool, captain Clark, he thinks, fwam toward, 


| 


J 


i 
} 


) 


vf 
>| 


iy 


Thinks 4 


trade in the produce of Africa would not be fo un-, 


healthy as the flave-trade. 
healthy in thofe parts of Africa he has been in as in 
any other tropical climate. 
in the Nautilus, while there, and that was from, 


neglect. 


Thinks more are crowded ina flave-fhip than can. 
be.carried with a due regard to their health or comé 
forts His fhip was about 320 tons, and fhe had her 
It would have; 

been impoffible to ftow 4 or 500 people in her, with: 
171.a due regard to their health and comfort. It was as) 
much as he could do to ftow his too men, with any, 
comfort; but, on his return, by the Weft Indies, 
being ordered to take in 70 or 80 invalids for Eng-: 
land, i 
Thinks the S. Leone fettlers were landed at the 

moft improper feafon, the beginning of the rains. 

At Barbadoes he has feen feveral feamen begging, 


full 
ae 


peace compliment, 100 men. 


the fhip was much crowded. 


A crew may be kept as, 


Only one man was loft; 


4 


apparently | 


| 
| 


‘ 


| 
i 
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Ha rentty very fickly and deftitute. He believes 1790. 
pe of the Guinea feamen receive a great fhock to Part II. 
sir conftitutions. enw 
“In the Weft Indies, he has very often feen the 
)eroes backs bear indelible marks of the whip. 
' Believes there are feveral {fpecies of oum in andP, 172. 
qout S. Leone; but the principal is gum copal. 
its always underftood there is a great demand for 
4m copal here. : 
) Bach man has from 18 to 24 inches for his ham-P, 17.36 
dick, in a man of war, according to the room they 
11 fpare. 
Believes about 380 free negroes were fent to Sierra 
Hjone. Many more were embarked, but fome Sot 
myore, and others died. Their behaviour was oe- 
nyally very bad: moft of them were worthlefs, 
Tylefs, and drunken. Some of them, he believes, P. 174. 
Myre mechanicks; but moft of them vagrants who 
aiefted London. Thinks a colony may certainly be 
tublithed there, by people of a different character, 
Ajler proper laws, with every profpect of fuccefs, as 
rh a very fine fertile country. The river is a good 

c 


i Ac fea little more than half a man of war’s crew 
in their hammocks at a time, as they are generally 
@watch and watch. Height between decks from 
$ret 4 or 5 inches, to 5 feet ro inches. 
He feldom or ever vifited a Guineaman, as his 
gult always overcame his curiofity. Certainly noP. 175? 
aparifon can be formed between the fituation of 
jen in a man of war and flaves in a Guineaman. 
Vardamum is in great plenty in Africa. He has 
i) fome black pepper ; red peppers of many fpecies 
tbundance, and, he has been told, wild nutmegs. 
a) ifland of St. Thomas abounds in wild cinnamen, 
Mpich he cannot diftineuifh from caffia) but he 
Her faw any on the continent, though he thinks it 
Jally calculated to produce it. Wild grapes, tho’ 
y very palatable, are in plenty at S. Leone, a 
| 3 e 
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he planted fome cuttings of Teneriffe vines, wh)) 
throve very well. i 


| 
f 
im 


| 


; . ‘ i 
Witnefs examined—Captain Joun Hits, 


f 


Of the Royal Navy. ! 


Was at Goree and the Gambia as commander} 
his Majefty’s floop Wafp, he thinks, in the end]; 
1781 and beginning of 1782. (In all near 6 mont 
in Africa, p. 181.) ! 

Knew at Dacard, Moriel, a high prieft, very 1, 
telligent. | 

He faw the natives, in an evening, often go o1| 
in war-dreffes, as he found, to obtain flaves for t, 
king of Damel, to be fold. Some pirates, ,who hi 
obtained a flave improperly, brought him bound ¢ 
board the Zephyr, to fell him to him. On hisr 
leafing him they defired he might ftay till mornin, 
to be carried to governor Wall; who would tal! 
him. Next morning the man jumped out of tl 
canoe, and was refcued by the Dacard people. | 

He has feen them tied back to back in fever, 
huts. He was told by one perfon, that the kir, 
was very poor, not having received his ufual prefent, 
and that parties were fent to get flaves for him ¢ 
that account. | 

At Dacard, where the fhip watered, Capt. Gann 
received the king’s dues. This Ganna brought tl 
kidnapped man to him as aforefaid. Moriel, h 
brother, a refpectable man, held this mode of fet 
ing the natives, in high indignation, They wel 
both the king of Damel’s fubjeéts, and chiefs | 
villages. (Underftood Ganna was not a Marabo. 

-eU8O!) 
The natives all go armed: he imagines for fear 
being taken. | 


When in the river Gambia, wanting fervants 0 
~ boare 


) 


/ 
f 
l 


| 
| 
iq 
| AFRICA. Li ries. 7% 


ard, he expreffed a wifh for fome volunteers. A 1790. 

| ack pilot in the boat, called two boys who were Part If. 

| fhore, carrying bafkets of fhallots, and afked —.~ 

) ptain H. if they would do, in which cafe he would P. 178. 

) ke them off, and bring them to him: this he de- 

)ined. From the eafe with which he did it, con- 

Sudes this was cuftomary. Black pilot faid the 

‘erchantmen would not refufe fuch an offer. 

| He was advifed not to go afhore at Gambia, by 

> merchants there, for fear of being taken by the 

witives, who owed the Englifh a grudge, for fome 

Juries. A man at Gambia, who called himfelf a 

)ince’s brother, had been carried to the W. Indies, 

an Englifh fhip, and was fent to Europe by the 

' ivernor. 

)' A boy, whom he bought from the merchants, 

1d been carried in the night from his father’s houfe, 

Piere a fkirmifh had happened, in which, he believes, 

D) faid, both his parents, but he well remembers 

Ne, were killed. The boy faid many were killed, 

id fome taken. 

“Several natives fpoke very good French and Eng-P, 179. 

a. He had a letter from a man at Gambia very 

Sill written in French. A man, whofe child was 

©) be buried, could not ftand the fhock, and re- 

Nefted to ftay on board the Zephyr, till the cere- 

yny was over, and he fhewed much grief and 

iotion. 

|He was often applied to by the merchants (E-ng- 

1, p. 180) for help, owing to deaths and ficknefs 

iong their feamen. He did not lofe a man in his 

yn fhip. 

Never faw the women working in the fields; but 

§s often feen the men raifing provifions near Dacard. 

las feen them drefs their corn in a large hole, by 

Htting it to pieces with fharp inftruments on flaves. 

fis feen them working their common cloths ia their 

ms, 

e apprehends the boys (aforefaid) were free a P. 180. 
ple 


ta 
1790. 


Part I]. winking, implying ic was an illicit thing. ~ 
Was informed the perfon’s brother’ who 

brought to him bound, was a great man in the yj. 

lage he was taken from. He fhould apprehend 4. 


Rag (Mn) 


P. 181. 


AFRICA: 


ple from the pilot’s mode of {fpeaking, and from II 


crime was alledged again{t him; becaufe the nel| 
day he returned to his own village. 
They always paid the king of Damel for woodin 


and watering, 


boat landing. 


Fe attributes the healthinefs of his crew in Afriq. 
(which were ufed to guai/ 
againft the noxious land-vapours, p. 181). Bar; 
and Madeira wine were always give 
they went on fhore, and returned o 

The natives in Damel a 
In the Gambia, 


to medical precautions, 


trade. 


He had on board the Zephyr, on an average, abou, 
go men, which was her compliment. She was abou, 


200 tons, 


Hiuts. 


n board. 


ppear very lazy and idle 
he had no opportunity of landing t, 
fee their induftry. He does not think they could b, 
very eafily induced by any encouragement, to ma, 
nufacture their produce fo as to become articles G| 


Witnefs examined—Gzorce Battie, Eg aw 5) 


193.) afterwards. planter in 1767, (p. 194.) and at 
Commiffary General of Georgia. Settled there it 
1702, (p. 197.) 

Many veticls arrived while he refided at Charlef. 
ton and Savannah, with flaves from Africa. He fay. 
many of the crews of thofe fhips who had 
Countenances, and ulcerated limbs. | 

Notice of the fale having been given fome days 
before, the flaves were ranged in a clofe yard; 4 
great gun fired, and buyers rufhed violently in, and, 


P. 182.  Refided 25 years in South Carolina and Georgia 
Commenced merchant in Charlefton in 1756, (p; 


n the men whe! 


: 


f 


if 


vi 


There was a fixed price for eve} 


t! 


i) 


il 


[ 


| 


| 


)} 


| 


{qualid 


\ 


feized | 
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zed the beft looking flaves, afterwards picking and 1790. 
Mling them to their minds. They were immedi-Part JI. 
sly purchafed and hurried out of the yard; fo that, —~ 
4\a few hours, only the refufe flaves remained; 
“ofe health had fuffered, generally, as he conceived, 
m crowding and confined air on board, and who 

re afterwards fold at a great under-price. 

Win America, the overfeer roufed the flaves and fetP. 183, 
Wim to work in the morning. They did not work 
fet hours, but by tafk-work, generally a rood of 
Mid to each, when eafily cultivated; if otherwife, 
mM overfeer fet the ftrongeft to the hardeft work, 
ii vice verfa; and indeed it was ufual to leffen the 
fice of land confiderably when uncommonly foul. 
‘Ne negroes generally helped thofe who could not 
fith fo foon as the reft; fo that they left the field 
jonce, pretty early in the afternoon when their 
irk ceafed, and they were at perfect liberty for 
} reft of the day. They had no other time but 
yaday, and a few holidays at Chriftmas. Sunday 
3 intirely at their own difpofal. 

Zach man and woman {lave had weekly a peck of 
@iiian corn or clean rice, each about 14]b. or a 
thel of potatoes, near 4olb. and the children, in 
portion to their age. (A peck of Indian corn 
pbut 73d a peck of rice tod. a bufhel of potatoes 
m 8d. to 10d. p. 196.) Befides they had gene-P. 184. 
yy as much ground as they chofe to cultivate, the 
)duce intirely at their own difpofal. 

Mach man received, at the beginning of winter, a 
yt, waiftcoat, and breeches and boots of white 
‘ins, alfo a milled worfted cap and a pair of ftrong 
es. In fummer they commonly have an Ofnaburg’s 
‘tand trowfers. The women were clothed much 
the fame way, except the boots. The children had 
ha long warm gown down to the heels. They 
! alfo every fecond year, a warm duffel blanket. 

t was ufual to have overfeers to fuperinterd every 
ntation, and drivers under them, Generally fromP. 184. 
Numb. 3. K thirty- 
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~» Part Il. overfeer and one driver, 


some) 


P. 186 
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‘ 

In America, he has feen marks on them, but || 
very often, and feldom when they had humane 
ters. The drivers feldom or never whip the flat 
through their day’s work; becaufe it was impoffiys 
to know, till towards the clofe of the day, whet} 
a flave would or would not finifh his tafk; and); 
was thought time enough to punifh, when this 
neglect deferved it. He has very rarely feen the’, 
in America, with clogs on their legs; but new 
with chains. ; | 

The rearing of children was very much attend 
to in America, Pregnant women did no work for, 
confiderable time before delivery. Coarfe child-b/ 
linen was provided, and fufficient care taken of the! 
when lying-in. The child was properly clothe; 
sand taken care of. Believes they are raifed in) 
great a proportion as children in Europe, when thi 
are in healthy fituations. Never heard of the tet 
nus in that country. 

The chief produce was rice, indigo, and humbe: 
Lands intended for rice, if fwampy, are drained ar 
banked to keep water from lodging on them, Wht 
perfectly dry, the rice is fown (about March: 201: 
p- 195+) in ftraight trenches, weeded as it growi 
and, when about three feet high, and quite clea’ 
the fluices are opened, and the water admitted abon 
June 2oth, which ftands about a foot deep, till te 
wards the firft week in September, when it is ripl 
fitter the ground becomes a little dry, it is cutari 
cocked up in.the field. Having ftood there fon! 
little time, it 1s ftacked, in the barn-yard, like cor 
in Kurope. It is thrafhed like European grain, wit: 
nowed, put through wooden mills, to take off th 
external coat, and into mortars, worked by horfé 
or water, to diveft it of the inner fkin. It is they 
fifted, and put up for exportation. 5 

In October or November 1777, he went to Jamaic| 
and the Bahamas, having been forced from the con, 
tinen 


thirty-two to thirty-five workers were under ( 


1 


W. Inpits.—N. America. BalLLte. 75 


yjent by the difputes there. Was feveral months in 1790. 
nica, (viz. from about Dec. 1778 to February or Part II. 
irch 1779, p. 198.) aw 
daving then had little to do in Jamaica, he went 
jn curiofity to various eftates, and to compare 
iit management with that of the continent. (He 
{fed the ifland for the fame reafon, p 198.) He 
jt confefs, he differed in opinion with feveral 
Binters in their way of working the flaves, as 
iking it rather ferved to deprefs their fpirits, and 
i general appearance was, by no means, favour- 
2. He obferved that they worked, almoft from 
-rife to fun-fet, he might fay; (they had almoft 
nour for breakfaft, and nearly two hours for din- 
|p. 200) and that they were conftantly followed 
lrivers, who forced the weak to keep up with the 
ng, as far as poffible. Looking into the books 
in eftate (of Mr. Gray’s, p. 199) under the di- 
ion of a friend, (Mr. Hugh Polfon, who was 
€r attorney, he believes, than manager, p. 199) 
us utter furprize, he faw that the negroes were 
ed out on Sunday as regularly as on any other 
to work in their own grounds: but it appeared 
the produce was appropriated to the negroes 
pitence, and not to their emolument, unlefs per- 
i) there was a furplus of food. How far that 
(lus was applied to their benefit, he is not per- 
ny clear. . 

We thinks he could perceive a confiderable diffe-P. 188. 
ye between the general appearance of the field 
the town flaves; becaufe the latter were much 
er fed and clothed, and not worked fo hard. 
eves that might be the reafon. 

he fituation of married men-flaves on the conti- 
_was generally very comfortable, as they had a 
e and ground where they could raife many little 
flaties ; and they took great pleafure in raifing 
' children, for whom they feemed to have the 
‘reft attachment. He mutft confefs, he did not 
«the W, India flaves feemed to enjoy the fame 
K 2 comfort, 


ee ee ee .— 
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comfort in that refpect 


as he apprehended it r 


Part.I[.not fo much the with of planters there to inerd's 
t-v~w flaves by births, as on the continent. 

Fle has in companies in the Weft Indies (he AL 

not think they were very ferious neither—it is a y\j 


P. 18: 


P. 190. 


invidious thing) heard them fay, that after giving 
certain price for a negro, if he worked a certain tit! 
there would be no great lofs fuftained by his deat} 
but believes they are too humane to wifh a man} 


die. Does not think, 


gentleman would have fuggefted fuch a matty 
(Uhefe matters paffed only in curfory converfatit, 
probably at a table. Does not fay this opinion vy 
general, by any means, p. 200.) i 

Except their not being fo much driven through {3 
day, believes punifhments, on the continent, as feyis 


as in the Weit Indies. 


Planters in America refided almoft entirely on 1 th! if 
eftates; but, from what he could obferve, confide 
able Jamaica planters moftly lived in Europe. % 

appeared to him, that the flaves of a refident’ pry 
prietor had a chance of better treatment. i 
Several of his flaves took every ftep in their pov’ 


to be taught to read. 


went regu larly to church (or meetings, p. 19) 


which AE encouraged, 


had a kind of regular worfhip, among themfelvs 
They bought fpelling- books, with their own mont) 
and with the help of other negroes that could ree 
fome came to read tolerably. uy 

When near a town, they regularly carried th: 
produce to market. Some mafters bought itof theti 


or little veffels bartered 
poultry, and pigs. 


Has known ieveral town-negroes buy their fro} 
dom; but the country ones never did, or cov 
come at property enough to do it. Free. negroes |} 
America may hold every kind of perfonal propertt 


but, he thinks not land. 


> 
r 


that on the continent, 2 


On Sundays many of thei 


In evenings they very oft 


oe) [ 
with them for their produc 
an 


i) 
I 


Is not very clear. 
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4 The negroes in fummer were much healthier than 1790. 


winter. Part..Tj 


| ‘The field-negroes in Jamaica appeared worn down “~~ 


4th extreme labour, and being conftantly prefied 
pon, through the day, by the drivers. 


2 


i 


\He thinks the climate of Jamaica, in every refpect, 
yuch more favourable to negroes than that of 
ymerica, and hence they were fubject to fewer dif- 
yders: is alfo of opinion, that many of their com- 
Hjaints arofe from extreme fatigue, and that reft ge- 
| 


qrally reftored them, without medicine. 


pmely fubject to pleurifies and peripneumonies, and 
) metimes dyfentery. In fummer rarely fo compara- 


4 Jamaica families had confiderably more domefticks 
) an thofe of Europe. 

») He thinks negroes perfectly capable of learning 
Diy trade. Has known many, and fome of his own 
aves, who almoft without inftruction, became good 
‘#mmon houfe carpenters and coopers. He bought 
hh African lad who, without inftruction, but juft fee- 


ie carpenters work, and ufing tools at times, be- 
Mime fo good a carpenter, that he could frame and 
Pjaild any common houfe, and alfo build boats for 
Myre eftate. He has known many filverfmiths, black- 
jaiths, taylors, and fhip-carpenters. A mercantile 
Njoufe, of his acquaintance, had a number of black 
Sjip-carpenters and blackfmiths, with the fuper- 
\itendance of two or three whites, built fhips of 400 
fons, which were fent with rice to the Thames, and 
Wid for above 30001. 

| There might be fome few worthlefs fellows among 
ye negroes ; but, upon the whole, they were always 


very willing to work. 


Warents, and of their being poflefled of every focial 
Bijica. A flave of his, whofe fon was drowned, did 
ot recover his fpirits for many months. All his 


oe 
aves fhewed him a very firm attachment, and were 
; fully 


The negroes on the continent, in winter, were ex-P. 191. 


He has feen many inftances of very affectionate P. 192. 
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Part II. Savannah, he and another had rice eftates on Hutc}, 
ev infon’s ifland oppofite Savannah,where there was mul, 


P. 193 


P. 194. 


195. 


planted (perhaps 40 acres of) indigo, with Indian, 
corn, peafe, &c. for the negroes, a 
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fully grateful for every favour. During the fiege| 


grain and forage, to proteét which, the command, 
ordered the flaves on the ifland to be armed, al, 
fent feveral whites to lead them on. A French | 
gun frigate anchored to batter the town, and land¢, 
troops on the ifland, to deftroy the barns. Hi 
flaves and others beat the French, who, he think, 
never made another attempt. 

Is perfectly fatisfied that the cultivation of Cotto: 
or coffee is much eafier than that of fugar, but the 
of rice fully as laborious (p. 201.) | 

He bought a man about 35 years old, feemingl| 
very fteady. While the other flaves were cheerfull, 

‘reaping, he fhewed him how manage the hook, H, 
difappeared for feveral days, and at laft he was dit: 
covered hanging to a tree,.about which the birds ho, 
vered. Ashe had not been at all ill treated, and dis 
not fee the negroes at extremely hard work, he con, 
ceived he committed fuicide, becaufe he would no: 


brook flavery. He was an imported African (pi 
201.) 


On almoft every American eftate there were. great; 
numbers of very thriving children, who foon became 
ufeful, and always made the beft flaves.  ; 

A child, foon after birth, was valued in Americe 
at sl. fterling. ; 

Field-work on the continent was not held degrad-) 
ing to Mulattoes or free negroes, nor does he think 
it would in Jamaica. Both certainly worked. in the 
field, for their own benefit, in’ America. Not pofi~. 
tive whether they did fo in Jamaica. i 

He had various traés of land, but planted from; 
120 to 130 acres of rice, chiefly on Hutchinfon’s; 
ifland, where had between 200 and 300 acres of very! 
valuable land, and about 40 working flaves. The, 
Jand could produce any thing, and, at times, he) 


j 
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In Georgia, light frofts ufually fet in about O&. 1790. 
. pth, which generally checked, vegetation. ThePart II. 
Jeateft feverity of winter feldom till Chriftmas; fpring —~w 
-gan about March 2oth, when grain was fown. (The 

Winter is about the fame length in S. Carolina as in 
eorgia, p. 196.) 

Wn winter, the negroes threfhed and prepared the 

e, and a little before {pring, repaired the banks. 

£.110 Georgia currency, and 1401. Jamaica cur- 

acy refpectively equal to 100l. fterling. 

Before the American difputes, he never knew theP. 197. 
it fearcity; but afterwards, when people were 

lven away, and much difturbed in planting, there 

‘\s a confiderable fcarcity. 

WMr. Whitfield had grants of land for a houfe and 
plantation. He erected an orphan-houfe, with 
MleCtions chiefly from England, bought flaves, 

tled-a plantation, and, with the produce, fupported 

> houfe. 

Does not think his refidence in Jamaica was lone Pp, gor, 
ough to give him a complete idea of the fyftem. 

e only fpeaks of fuch things as he faw. 

He: has heard, and partly knows, that the EboesP, 

t very high fpirited, and do not brook flavery fo well 
ifeveral other Africans. 

“Ele faw a {mall yellow Indian corn, on feveral 

ates, and believes it was for the horfes, and perhaps 
negroes ; alfo fome very large plantane-walks, he 

eves for the flaves’ ufe. 

As it was cuftomary in America, for free negroes P. 203. 
it Mulattoes to get leave to plant on parts of 

tes, or to rent a piece of land to plant, and as he 

| conceive this might be the cafe in Jamaica, he 

ys not think fuch labour would be held degrading; 

it wag not common for thefe people to work 

ong field-flaves. Is clear they do not in America, 

© not fo pofitive refpecting Jamaica. 

‘lis refidence in Jamaica was not long: but mutt 

nfefs he did not think the negroes there fo robuft 

} good-looking, as in general in America, He 

does 
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does think himfelf fo far acquainted with negroes t} 
the working them by tafk is far preferable to the \) 
Indian mode of working them conftantly. Real) 
believes the fuperiority in appearance juft mention|| 
may be partly afcribed this different mode of wot, 
ing. 
In the upper parts of Georgia and S. Caroli, 
where grain or Indian corn was cultivated, by | 
plough, white men fometimes hired themfelves | 


fervants. . VW 
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Witnefs examined,—-Sir Greorce Youne, 


A captain inthe navy. Has been 4 voyages. 4 
Africa, in 1767 and 1768—1771 and.1772. Fro, 
Cape Blanco to Cape Lopas, including every Eng 
lith fettlement, and fome Dutch. | | 

His opinion (from information of natives and fe 
lers) of the general modes of obtaining flaves on ty 
Coaft of Africa, was, that the greater ‘part were pr. 
foners of war; part for crimes real or imputed ; kic 
napping ; but the term there is.panyer; anda fourt 
mode was, the inhabitants of one village feizin, 
thofe of another weaker village, and felling hee 
the fhips. | 

When at Annamaboe, at Mr. Bruce’s, a very grei 
merchant there, Mr. B. had 2 hoftages, kings fon, 
for payment for arms, and all kinds of * military ftore:, 
which he had fupplied to the 2 kings, who were 4) 
war with each other, to procure flaves for at leaft { 
or 7 fhips, then lying inthe road; prifoners on bot, 
fides were brought down to Mr, B. and fent to: th 
fhips. | 
Believes, from two inftances, that kidnapping wa 
frequently practifed. One, that of a beautitul infan 
boy, which, after trying to fell at all the differen 
trading hips; they came along fide his (the Phoenix 


and cH sareaitt to tofs it overboard, if no. one st 
U! 


i 
| 
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he fecond was, a captain of one of the Liverpool 


shad got, as atemporary miftrefs, a girl from 


iy Tom, of Sierra Leone, and inftead of returning 


on fhore at leaving the coait, as 1s ufuaily done, 


Pook her away with him. Of this, the king coin- 
Nnoed to him (Sir G. Young) very heavily, and 
ged him to apply to his brother George (mean- 
Hour king) to get her reftored to hin. This, king 
iin called buchra, or white man’s panyaring. 


‘he term panyaring, feemed to be a word gene- 


iy ufed all along the coaft where he was, not ony 
ng the Englifh, but the Portuguefe and Dutch. 
Nias always heard, that the fovereign or chief of a 


“iét, generally derives a certain profit from the 


of flaves. 
Was heard many inftances of depredations on theP, 207. 


i 


i of Africa, by European traders. For one; 


ig into the river St. Andrew, and making a pre- 
-as ufual to the king, of a cafe of gin, was oblig- 


Ho drink a dram out of each, of 12 bottles; upon 
Ning the reafon, the king faid it was ufual for tra- 
h (but did not fay whether black or white) to 


ie ufe of poifon, but that he fhould not have 


ged him to drink, if he had known the thip had 


1a ian of war, as he knew a man of war had no 
gn of panyaring. 
‘he natives all dawn the coaft, were fearful of ap- 
iching the fhip, till convinced of its being a man 
¥ when they readily came ‘on board. 

any negroes he met with, feemed to poffefs as 
ng natural fenfe as any fet of people whatever; 
f temper appeared to be very good-natured and 
I unlefs where they fufpected fome injury 5 are 
ever naturally vindictive, and revenge the injury 
vy 
umb, 3, eermrnt He 


SI 


it, faying, they had panyar’d it with many other 190. 
Je, but could not fell it, though they had foid Part If. 
‘others; he purchafed it for a quarter cafk of ~~ 
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1790. - He verily believes, that the natives would cul) 
Parc II. vate the foil for natural produétions, provided tly 
tv—~ had no other means of obtaining European Bay 
P. 208.dities. He recollects fome circumftances in pri{ 
of their induftry. A nutmber of people from {} 
Bullam fhore, came over to Sierra Leone, and a 


ed their fervices' to work, at a very low price; | 
accepted of a few (who worked very well) and mig} 

have had thoufands of the fame defcription. Furth | 

is of opinion, from obfervation, that Africa is Cap 

ble of; producing every thing of the Eaft or Wi 

Indies, in equal perfection, with equal cultivatia| 

Of {pices, he met with two forts of cardamoms, bla 

P. 209. pepper, fame as in the Eaft Indies; the bird peppe | 
_ Chill pepper, or Cayenne; alfo a fpecies of ginge | 


i 


Brought to England feveral plants of the cinname| 
tree, from the ifland of St. Thomas, where it is, 
ereat abundance. ae 
Fas been feveral times on board a flave fhip; th 
were all in a ftate of cleanlinefs; as clean indeed 1 
their fituation, with the number of men confined ¢ 
board, would admit of. He attempted to go dow 
the fore hatchway of one of them, but was deterre| 
by the ftench, which was intolerable, though ther’ 
was then only 300 on board, and waited for 20 
more. ‘The men flaves were all chained, which I. 
confidered as a neceffary precaution, as there wi. 
not quite 20 feamen on board at the time, | 
_.The African flave trade, not a nurfery, rather ' 
grave for feamen. . Thofe of them which he fa, 
on board the flave fhips, complained of ill treatment 
bad feeding, and cruel ufage; all of them wanted t’ 
enter on board his fhip. He afked forme of then 
the reafon why they were fo treated, they anfwered 
it was the practice of the owners and matters of thi 
vefiels to treat them fo, that they might run awa} 
in the Weft Indies, and fo forfeit their wages. Ii 
was likewife the cuftom for the feamen of every iE 
in fight, to come by their boats on board his fhip; 
moft of them quite naked, and threatening to torn 
2 pirates, 
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yates, if the king’s fhip would not take them; this 1790. 
yy faid openly, and 1s perfuaded, if he had had a Part II. 
i) of the line to have manned, he could have done —~~ 
jn avery fhort time, for they would all have leftP. 210, 
fs. Though he took particular notice, he could 

er fee'a boy on board any of thefe fhips ; in every 

er trade, there are always boys on board, 

das heard many inftances of failors efcaping to 

) woods ; feveral he has received on board his fhi 

fin the woods, where they had no fubfiftance. 

das feen a great deal of very fine timber; in his 

aon, ufeful for fhip and houfe-building, as well 
purniture ; likewife dying woods of great variety; 

eof the wood:he brought home, and turned into 

Miture. He is in poffeflion of fpecimens of ebony, 
)-wood, and other forts, all very hard. When at 

ra Leone, he faw a veffel belonging to Mr. Pin- 


ne, 

Has been a ereat deal in the Weft Indies; at Bar- 
goes, Antigua, St. Kitt’s, Dominica, Grenada, 
Mdaloupe, Martinique, Port Rico, and laftly at 
Miaica, from the years 1761, to 1763. Has been 
Ne there feveral times in a man of war, and fome- 
’sa paffenger in a merchant fhip. 

Jas twice in the Pheenix, at Barbadoes, Antigua, 
Kitt’s, Dominica and Jamaica, in 1767, and 
8. 
arming, and the management of land, has inP, arr, 
land been his amufement and pleafure, ever fince 
aft peace. When in the Welt Indies, has re- 
<ed'to the gentlemen there, the great want of 
ough and fpade; and confidered the hoe as an 
ement much more laborious. | 
Hever faw, or heard of tafk-work practifed in any 
te Weft India iflands, 

as remarked very badeffects from the abfence 
€ proprietors, andthe eftate and faves being left 
Wrthe direction ‘of managers, which greatly lei- 
Nthe value of: Wet Indian eftates; he will take 
Ls upon 


54 


1790. upon him to fav, to the amount of at leaft one-f) 
Part il. part of the wholes; for the overfeers or managerg’ 
tev alittle time, alwavs became rich, and frequem} 
more fo than their mafters. Ic is alfo injurious 
the flave, becaufe he was made to work harder, | 
he is fure the owner would have allowed; their th 


P2124. 
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vifions were not fo good; generally falt provifiy 
fometimes dried fifh, or ftinking falt meat, whi 
their mafters, he is fure, would not have allow( 
for he has the honour to be acquainted with fome 
He was informed by the merchants of Kir, 
fton, that it was not an uncommon pra¢étice for || 
overfeers to buy fickly faves at half price, or |} 
and charge them to their mafters as prime heal 
flaves; thofe frequently died, as it is faid in the! 
foning, which he confiders as a farce altogether. | 

Underftood, that purchafing African flaves ¥ 
much the cheapeft mode of keeping up the numbeil 
for, that the mother of a bred flave was taken fri 
the field labour for 3 years; which labour was' 
more value than the coft of a prime flave, or n’ 


them. 


negro. 
The negroes work in gangs, an 


Youwna,| 


d in regular rov' 
with hoes, with which they kept regular time’ 
their work, the whole gang together, fo that the we’ 
were obliged to keep up with the more robuft, F 
there were black drivers over them, with a whip ci’ 
led a cowfkin, with which he fuppofes, if they h 


not kept up, they would have been punifhed. 


Has been a great deal in the Eaft Indies; nev 
faw or heard of any labourers working in the fie! 


under the whip of a driver there, or in America, 


Recolleéts a particular initance of the high fpii 
of the negroes, which occurred at Accra. 
vernour had bought a flave (of acountry, the natitl 
_ of which, when enflaved, are always known to ki 
themfelves) and was complaining to commod¢ 
Collingwood and him, that he had been cheated : 
the merchants, of whom he bought him ; that hew 
a very fine fellow; afking whether they would n! 


The gi 
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jl-and fee him, for that he had mortally wounded'1790. 
afelf laft night; when carried to him, they up- Part I. 
fied him ve iis rafh conduct, by the interpre- -—~~ 
}, and his reply was, that no man of his country 
‘ aid live as a flave, but that he was very well in- 
ined to ferve the commodore in the man of war, 
yt not as a flave; he died the next night. 
The negro women on the coaft of Africa, appear- 
to him as prolific, as any race of people he ever 
vin any paft of the world; the climate of the 
eft Indies not lefs favourable to them than their 
oy) 
Was about 6 months on the coaft of Africa each 
ae. The crew of the fhip he commanded, amount- 
to 100, of which loft 2, who were fickly when they 
‘nt out, and 1-boy by an accident. 
The ftock of flaves might be kept up, or increaf- 
, withouc importations from Africa. At firft in- 
ed, the deficiencies would be felt for a few, per- 
bs. 20 years; but after a while, they would double 
ir numbers, as he fees no phyfical caufe to pre- 
int a black man and woman being equally prolific 
ithe Welt Indies, as in Africa, 
The land of Africa is moftly cultivated by the 
en; the women fometimes fet fire to the grafs, burt 
at is very little; the men turn up the ground with 
Winted ticks, having no European implements there 
Jat he faw. 
In the Weft Indies, he refided longer on fhore at 
ime in Jamaica, than any other iland ; once fo 
ng as 6 weeks: never above a week on fhore at 
Wy other ifland. At Jamaica, lived for above 3 
seks at Mr. Prevoft’s, ' ld Harbour; and Mr.P. 214. 
homas’s, Sixteen Mile Walk, about 2 weeks more ; 
ith fugar eftates. 
In the arguments which he held with the planters, 
pecting the fuperiority of the plough and fpade 
er the hoe, was never able to make a profelyte. 
Under the prefent fyftem, the flave trade is necef- 
y tothe cultivation of the Weft Indies; but Me 
the 
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1790. the breeding of the negroes were promoted there, |. 
Part II. would be unneceflary. His reafons for thinking th’ 
““y— due attention is not paid by the planters to t/' 
rearing of children, are, that when he was upon tf! 
above-mentioned, and fome other eftates, he - i 

no encouragement given the blacks to marry; th | 

they cohabited promifcuoufly, and that the wom¢. 
generally mifcarried, as he was told by Mr. Preva' 

and Mr. Thomas, from their hard field labour ; aa 

that it was a rare thing for a negrefs employed {| 

field labour, to have a live child, OM 

At the ifland of Cuba, after the capture of the Ha 

vanna, he affociated with the Spanith planters, an’ 

found they made it a ferious point to marry their ne| 

groes, wherever they could, to make them Chriftians' 

and to keep them regularly together : they had then! 
chriftened, and gave them little rewards, and accord! 

ing to the number of children they produced anc’ 
reared; and the men ufed to boatt of their being 
Chriftians, and wear a crofs about their necks " 
though he inquired all he could, he remarked nothing 

of the kind done in Jamaica. aa | 

P. 215. he planters reafons againtt the ufe of the plougt: 
were, the hardnefs of the ground, the negroes igno- 

rance, and that it had ever been the practice to make: 

ule of the hoe; fuch was the fubftance of their argu: 

ment, which he thinks was faying nothing. | 

it feemed to be the univerfal fyftem, to fupply 

them eftates with African negroes, rather than be at’ 

the trouble of breeding. | 


Conceives thofe parts of Dominica, and the other, 
iflands ceded by France (by the peace of 1763) yet 
in woods and uncleared, cannot be cleared, without 
the purchale of negroes from fome part or other. © “| 

The cultivation of the Weft India iflands, to the: 

extent of which they are capable, certainly will'in-, 

create the trade and navigation of Great Britain: “was’ 

P. 2:6.informed there is a great deal-of land fit for cultiva~ 


tion {till uncleared in Jamaica, i 
Docs 
| 


¥ 
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, Does not think, that the lofs of feamen by the un- 1790. 


yourable pitgiifn fances of the flave trade; can be “Vv™ 


tin competition, with the increafed number of fea- 
yen that muft be confequent upon the increafed cul- 
Pjation of the iflands; but at the fame time he muft 
Wferve, that the lofs of feamen in the African flave 
de, as now carried on, is annually greater than the 
Wireafe in the Weft India trade. 

‘From the obfervations he was able to nea at Mr. 
Jevoit’s eftate, he could not difcover any diltin@ion 
jde between the weak and ftrong; but they were 
jjgangs moit certainly. 

Where, in the Privy Council Report, he is ftated 


him, he meant, of fome particular parts of the 
ft, not in general. And where, in the fame re- 
ts he is {tated to have faid, that the field labours 
) ufually performed by women, as to what part of 
coaft he meant to refer that affertion, fays to no 
qt whatever; for he never faw the women do any 
Ing but carry the corn home, and fet fire to the 
pole of laft year. 

$ of opinion, that by fhewing the natives of Afri- 
How to cultivate the land, it would call for the 
Nour of ten times the number that are now tranf{- 
ited to the Welt Indies as flaves; and require a 
jater quantity of fhipping and feamen in the com- 
ce, for the natural productions of that country, 
iout any greater inconvenience in point of health 
Whe feamen, than in the prefent Welt India trade. 
And believes, if the flave trade were abolifhed, 
every proper regulation adopted, to pe a 
breeding of negroes in the Weft Indies, the ftock 
e€eroes would gradually increafe, fo as to be ade- 
te to the clearing and cultivation of all the 
ds, to the full extent of which they are capable. 
‘he regulations which he conceives to be ftill 
ting, are, that marriage fhould be encouraged ; 
the man and woman fhould have a hut to them- 


“A that the woman fhould be taken wholly from 
heic 


have faid, that he could not get the men to work P. 217. 


38 
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field labour, and only put to fuch as the is capab| | 
of, as a woman bearing children. The man fhov), 


be allowed one day in a week to work for hime 


and fainily ; a reward fhould be given to the woma 


who had, and fhould rear, the “oreateft number 
children, Under thefe regulations, he conceives, | 
the courfe of 20 years, their prefent numbers may t, 
doubled, and the trade in faves from Africa, total]! 
unneceflary, | 

Is not competent to judge, how many addition’ 
negroes are now wanted, to clear and cultivate th. 
preient uncleared lands in the Britifh iflands. Dox 
not know the fpecific number of negroes in each ¢ 
thefe iflands; nor the fpecific quantity of lands no: 
uncleared and uncultivated; has not been in th 
Weft Indies fince 1772. | 

The principle upon which he fixes the period C 
20 years, for the purpofe above-mentioned, is, th, 
circumitance of the Americans doubling dicen num 
bers in lefs than 20 years. 


i 


Witnefs examined——Anruony PantaLeo How, Efc 


Was in Africa in 1786 and 1786, chiefly on tH 
Gold Coaft, in the Grampus man of war, employe’ 
by government as a botanift. When at Secundee 
fome order came from Cape Coaft Caftle; the fam’ 
afternoon feveral parties went out armed, and returm 
ed the fame nght with a quantity of faves, whic 
were put into the repofitory of the factory. Ney 
morning faw people who came to fee the prifoner: 
and requetted Mr. Marth the refident to releafe fom 
of their children and relations. Some were releafec 
part fentoff to C. Coaft Caftle. Had every reafont 
believe they were obtained unfairly, as they cam 
at an unfealonable time of the night, and from thet 
parents and friends crying, and beoging their releafe 


Had been’ told as much trom: Mr. ‘Marth, who o. 
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{not mind howthey got them, for he purchafed them 1790. 
‘ly. Cannot tell whether this practice fubfifted be- Part II. 
#)2; but when he has gone into the woods, has met ~~w~ 
Hior 40 natives, who fled always at his appearance 
Gough they were armed. Mr. Marfh faid, they 
hye atraid of his taking them prifoners. 

roncludes the flave trade obftruéts induftry and 
fulization of the Africans. Has been at almoft all 
}izlith fettlements, and found the culture always in 


eher degree there where was lefs flave-trade, and 


ue verfa. Edad been about 50 miles inland from Se- 


idee, and about 15 or 16 fiom Apolonia, and found 


| inland every where well cultivated, and hardly P, 221, 


where on the fhore. Mott cultivation at Winne- 


mw, Accra, and Goree. Beautiful cotton and in- 
) plantations at Goree. Saw no European com- 
ities in the interlour parts; is fure no European 
lits were to be had there. The inhabitants there 


arkably induiltrious, alfo hofpitable and obliging. 


inllage of feveral hundred houfes on the Lake of 


polonia, whence in the rainy feafon they fupply 
ifea coaft with vegetables, grain, palm-wine, &c. 


nks they have but litcle capacity in regard to ma- 
ctures, but quick in learning languages. No 


jtufactures among them except at Goree, where 
Wy weave cloth, and have almoft abolifhed the 
Hye-trade in the part now belonging to the French. 

Abreaft of Cape le Hou, feveral canoes came along P, 222. 
of the Grampus, defired her colours might be 
Mited. Finding her an Enelifh man of war, they 
he on board without hefitation, which otherwife 
Hy would not have done (fee p. 225.) Reafon al- 
Myred, that an Enelith Guinea trader, a fortnight 


Dpre, had taken off fix canoes with men who came 


Has aman of war, retreated. On coming to Ap- 


trade with provifions. The next day about 10 
mes off, feveral canoes approached, but finding 


iF 


p nia were told by Mr. Buchanan, the refident 
@ye, that a Guineaman (belonging to one Griffiths, 
torious kidnapper) was in that latitude, the cap- 


(umb, 3. M tain 
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ry 


Pe 
wathed. 


vent him from cryin 
along the country. 


January. 


ine flaves kept in the Fa€tories chained day ab 
night, and driven to the fea fide twice a day to 
In the factory faw different kinds of ire! 
P. 223. chains, alfo an inftrument of wood, which Mr, Mar 
informed him was thruft into a man’s mouth, to pr 
g out when tranfported at nig) 
From their mild behaviour “ 
their attendants, in the inland country, conclud:! 
they had no domeftick flaves; on the fea fide th’ 
behaviour very different. | 

The natural productions of Africa confitt of co! 
ton in abundance, indigo of a fine quality, variot' 
dye roots and woods, yams, fweet potatoes, ric! 
millet, pulfe, oranges, limes, bananas, plantane! 
cocoa-nuts, palm-trees, yielding wine and oil, blac 
pepper, grains of paradife, cinnamon, cardamom! 
afiaicetida, cabinet-woods, and timber-trees. Of tt’ 
latter, a fpecies of the Ficktonia grandis, confidere 
224.as the moft eligible for fhip-building, the worm ne’ 
ther touching nor the iron corrodin 
plenty at Appolonia, Secundee, and wherever he ha 
been. Has f{pecimens of moft. | 
ipices in general, and all other tropical produétior 
might be cultivated with fuccefs there. | 
and climate adapted to produce the fandal woot 
Has feen indigo at Appolonia in its raw ftate, an) 
P. 225. alfo manufactured, but not manufaéturing. All) 
cotton growing in great abundance, but knows ng 
that any or either of thete two articles were exported 

Was on the coat fhortly after the rains, when th 
indigo began to decay, in November, December, an! 


At places, at Appolonia and Winnebahi 


it; grows 1 


Has no doubt bit 


How, Efq. 


1790, tain brought on fhore, tied to a tree, and flogged ft 
Part I]. four days, in revenge for a depredation which anotl 
wev~y had committed: thus accounting for the retreat}! 
the canoes on finding the Grampus a fhip of war, al 
fearing retaliation of the punifhment. | 
Four children of the captives brought in to 9) 
cundee, fent in the fame canoe with himfelf to | 
Coaft Cattle. 


| 


) 
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: furf runs high in thefe months. It is eafy to 1790. 
yd a ton or two of goods; only performed by the Part IT. 
sabitants in canoes built on purpofe: though at “~~. 
polonia thele pretty frequently overfet, feldom any 

{ing is loft in the jurf. 

cinnamon plants at St. Thomas, at the fea fide,P. 226, 
jput 20 feet high; from what he heard grew inland 

ja higher fize ; thofe on the fea fide he confidered 

Wily as fhrubs. He faw a number of them, and 

m the appearance of the bark brought down, con- 

des there muft be a great quantity inland. The 

namon and cziffia tree of different genera; the one 

ongs to the clafs Laurus, the other the Caflia; their 

era not quite eftablifhed. Of the laurus, the 
oblong, nerved, fhining, fimple. Of the caffia, 


leaves are bipennate; different from the laurus, 
not unlike the mimofa or fenfitive plant. Is not p. 2276 
itive that it is the fame cinnamon which grows in 


ja, but the bark, leaves, and whole itrudure of 


— pom — —— 


he foil on the Gold coaft, within reach of the 
H, every where fandy (Goree iflands alfo fandy) in 
Breft of the fettlements he had been at, a heavy 
wo or clay: every where fertile. As far as eight 


4 


men miles inland, various woods produced, uled 
Hying, feveral of which are exported. 

st Winnebah and Accra rocky; alfo about Ap- 

onia within three miles of the coaft, but the in- 

mS 30 or 12 miles from the fhore, very well culti- 

ed with rice, yams, {weet potatoes, indigo, and 

fon; are fertile, and plentifully watered. 

Within 5 miles up the country from Sccundee, it is 
Antainous and uncultivated; the roads thereforep, 5-8, 
¥ Bad; in parts about five feet broad, but where 

| Country is cultivated, in fome parts they are cut 

M 2 through 
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1790. through the woods from 15 to 20 feet broad. |g 

Part I]. derftood from Mefirs. Buchanan and Marth, 

wea the produce was brought down in the rainy ‘featoli 
canoes, 

Knows of no navigable rivers on the G| 

Coaft, except one at Accra, only navigable for fy 

boats and canoes. The Lake at Appolonia runs}\ 

Jand about 20 miles. Has feen the produce, agi 

as the Lake extends at Appolonia, brought in fil) 

canoes, rowed by a fingle woman, but never faw th: 

carry any thing in a bafket. 

Griffiths, che notorious kidnapper, was a white 1 

and flave-trader, between Cape Le Hou and Ap 

lonia. Underftood from Captain Thompfon (v1 

offered him a reward of 1o0ol. if he could catch hii 

that he was a native of England; but had no kn¢/ 

P, 229, ledge of him himfelf. Knows neither name of fi 

or captain, who was flogged for four days by the 

tives, but underftood fhe was an Englifh flave-tra) 

from Liverpool. Witnefs is a Polander, left Afi 

roth February, 1786. Afterwards went with Ca 

‘Thompfon in the Nautilus, commiffioned by this; 

vernment on a private expedition. After his retu’ 

ftaid feveral months in London, and was again comin’ 

fioned to go to the inland countries of the E. Ind: 

from whence he returned rgth of Auguft laft, « 

has been in England ever fince, y 

Slave-trade on Gold Coaft moftly carried on! 

neighbourhood of Cape Le Hou, Secundee, Co! 

tend and Anamaboe. Has a quantity of ind’ 

given him by the chief of the village, near Appolor' 

wit told him it was manufactured there, but li 

never himfelf feen it manufacturing. Never und/ 

ftood manufactured indigo was imported into t) 

country as an article of trade, j 
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- Witnefs examined,—Mr. Ninian Jerrerys. 


Bi Mr. Ninian Jefferys, mafler in the Royal Navy, 
q iperintending {hips in ordinary at Portimouth, was 
i Jamaica in 1773, Tobago 1774, Jamaica 17765, 
frenada 1776, Tortola 1779, Barbadoes and St. Lu- 
bia (in the navy) 1782, Antigua and St. Kitt’s 1783, 
Wdad at Jamaica a few days in 1784. In Jamaica in 
liy73 and 75, and at Tobago in 1774, had feveral 


ipportunities, being employed as fecond mate in land- 
is goods and taking off fugars from the iflands, 
aiefy at Tobago. Obferved the feld-negroes at 
ork with one or two white men looking after them, 
ad a black man or two, called drivers, conftantly 
racking the whip over them, and fometimes lafhing 
em, which he thought very oppreffive ; fometimes 
white man whipping them. Mad frequent oppor- 
inities of obferving the plantation-flaves in his vifits 


| 


yp Jamaica. The greater part of them had marks of 
‘he whip, particularly the back. Says, they muit 


ave been the effect of feverer punifhments than he 
ver faw infli€ted in a man of war, which laft are not 


1 their backs which no time can erafe, never any of 
te kind at a man of war’s gangway. Has feen flaves 
ith their ears cut off, and underftood it was done by 
r by order of their mafters, though never faw it 
one; alfo fome with one of their hands cut off, which 
© underftood was for lifting it againft or ftriking a 
hite man (believes by the laws of the illand, p. 239.) 
[as feen negroes fick or paft their labour, apparently 
peleéted and deftitute. At Tobago, more than 


Nace, at an outhoufe in a very miferable fituation. In 
}pmaica, and about Kingfton, has frequently feen 
‘keroes apparently paft their labour, and in a dif- 
fed condition lying in the ftreets and roads. Ob- 
ftved a very great difference between the domeftick 
‘id plantation-flaves ; confidered the former as a 


nuifance 


17.90. 
Part Il. 
sce J 


ithe leaft to be compared with them. Saw wheals Pp, 932, 


92 W.Iwopies. JEFFERYS, 


if 


1790. nuifance from their numbers, as generally over we, 
Part Ii.fed, and faucy; the plantation flaves, as a poor di. 
wey prefied part of the human race. Has frequent], 
feen women with fucking infants working with th’ 

reft of the gang. ‘Their lodging were little hut), 

P. 233. with clayed walls, and the roof covered with can. 
trath. Does not recollect any bedding. The blac\} 
tradefmen, fifhermen, boatmen, free negroes, an| 
mulattoes, feemed in general to be in a much bette. 
condition than the plantation negroes. Appaltel 
to him that no comparifon could be formed betwee: 
the fituation of the labouring poor of this country 
and the plantation flaves; who are treated in mam, 
refpects like cattle. Has feen flaves branded witl, 
initials. Has ever underftood the picking of graf, 
to be oppreflive, as encroaching on the hours of reft, 
and the moft common caufe of their defertion is il, 
treatment. Has feen them at work with logs of 
wood faitened to their legs; in the ftocks; alfo with, 
an iron collar round their necks, with a perpendieu., 
Jar hook on each fide projecting from the upper part 
of the head, and underftood for running away, 
In converfations refpecting the moft defirable qua., 
lifications of managers or overfeers, always under- 
itood he was confidered the beft manager who fent, 
home the moft fugar. At thefe converfations, white, 
perfons from the eftates have been prefent, but does, 
not recollect whether they were the managers. 
Always confidered the negroes as good mothers; 
as to their feelings and capacities, he never confi-, 
dered them, being young when among them, Ka, 
an aftonifhing initance of high fpiric and greatnels. 
of mind: was prefent at the execution of 7 flaves in, 
Tobago in 1774, whofe right arms were chopped, 
off; they were then dragged to feven ftakes, and a, 
fire of trafh and dry wood being lighted about them, | 
they were burnt to death. Does not recolleét hear-_ 
ing one of them murmur, or their doing any thing, 
which indicated fear. One of them, named Chubb, | 
had been taken that morning, and was executed al 
the - 


: 
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"s evening. Witnefs ftood clofe by him when his 
fm was cut of; he ftretched it out on the block; pi; if 
Hi pulled up his fleeve with more coolnefs than he ; 
fac witnefs) fhould have done to be let blood; 
Nuld not be dragged, but walking to the ftake, 
iyned about and addreffing himfelf to the witnefs, 
ia * Buchra, you fee me now, but to-morrow | fhall 
like that,” kicking up the duft with his foot. 
‘wo other negroes were prefent at this execution, 
1 fhewed no marks of difmay. One of thefe, 
ned Sampfon, was hune alive in chains the next 
irning, and fo lived (to the beft of witnefs’s recol- 
tion) feven days; believes the other was {ent to 
/mines in South America. A ftronger inftance of 
"man fortitude he never faw. 
Jdferved a much greater number of children a-~p. 5 
fing the domeitic or free negroes, in proportion, 
t/n among the field negroes. 
saw numbers of feamen, who came on fhore from 
Guinea fhips in the W. indies, in and about Kingf- 
H, ina very diftreffed ftate, ulcerated, apparently 
vant, and lying about on the wharfs, known by 
» name of wharfingers; has feen them in a dying 
He. Believes not ufual for king’s fhips to take fuchp, 
@jnen on board, efpecially in time of peace; left 

iy fhould bring contagious diftempers with them, 

Nieves they were not able to do the duty of a mer- 
jotman. Never faw inftances of feamen difcharged 
fn other trades lying about in a fimilar fituation. 
inks the flave trade is by no means a nurfery for 
men, and that the Weft India trade is not in any 
ree fo deftructive to the health and lives of the 
nen, though not fo much a nurfery as other trades. 
Was about four months in Jamaica, in 1773: wasp. 233. 
fi aged about 1g years. Refided on board the fhip 
delonged to; was on three or four plantations ; 
not more than a day and a night ata time. Was 
Hut 4 months in 1774 at Tobago, chiefly refiding 
board fhip, though fome time at a friend’s houfe 
he country, not a fugar plantation, Was at Ja- 

} maica, 


Paces 
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1790. maica, as fecond mate, about four months in 177) 
Part Il. refiding moftly on fhip-board, and fometimes a dif 
“v~ or two together on fhore at Kingfton where the fH) 
loaded. Was not then, at above two or three fug# 
plantations. nor above a night or two at a tin) 
Received fugars at water- fide. 1 

P. 239. What he daid refpecting the mode of working 1} 
groes, relates to Tobago only, where the greater pa| 
of the plantation negroes were marked with the whi) 

Travelled through a great part of Tobago, ne | 
continuing but two or thrée nights on one eftate, bf 
fides that of his friend, which was not a fugar eftat | 

Believes the field flaves to be more ufeful to tl) 
owner than the domeftic ones. Cannot account ff 
fo many of the latter being kept, and better fe) 
The converfation on the qualifications of a manag 
were held at Kingfton, and on board the thip he b 
longed to; and ‘the doctrine beforementioned, fuy: 
porced by eentlemen about Kinefton, and white mt 
from the eltates, who he did not conceive to H 
planters. 

P. 240, The crimes for which the men were burnt at T 
bago in 1774, were murder, and deftroying the pre 
perty on the eftate. 

‘There may be an hofpital at Kingfton in Jamaic: 
for the reception of failors and tranfient poor, but | 

7 never faw it. 

P. 242. Had been near a week at a time on Little Covi 
Jand eitate, the proprietor, or chief gentleman whert 
of was Stuart Macvie, Efg.; and frequently fpent , 
night in the boiling-houfe of different eftates, waitin 
for fugar being carted down. Saw no punifhmen: 
infli€ted at Mr. Macvie’s. Does not particular! 
know, but believes about 200 negroes on that eftati 
Recollects no regular punifhments ; except of thoi 
men who fuffered death, as he believes, by the fer’ 
tence of the law. It was in Kingfton market, i 

PDA Jamaica, where he faw negroes with “thei ears cut of: 
and underttood it was dare by their matters, or the! 
orders. In the year 1784, witnefs had not frequer 


opportunities of making  obfervations in that iflanc 
Cann¢ 
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yannot fpeak from his own perfonal knowledge as 1790. 
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‘ecm tens! 


| feemed a father. to his flaves. Had feen negroes P, 
jiipped on the wharfs in Jamaica on Monday morn- 
is. The mode was to make faft their hands to 

i: hook of a crane, and their. feet to a weicht or 
ilo. The crane was then hove up to ftretch their 
pds, and prevent them from moving, while floc- 

H by a black man. Their backs afterwards prickled 
th a fmall bufh. Does not recolleé.the number 
lathes, or know whether thefe punifhments: were 
icted by judicial fentence, or the private order of 

4 mafter.. In Jamaica, has feen one or two of the 
tefied feamen called wharfingers carried. by. the 
ticks toa burying-place, near,Spring. Path,. the 
yieks themfelves telling him ‘* It. was:poor Buchra 
man.” Believes the blacks performed this office 
heir owa accord. | Trancsis 

kt Tobago has known the furf to run. fo high for 
or three days together, that they could:not land 
ake off goods. , ito | 

@) he inftrument with which negroes are whipped, 
Wenerally called a cow-{kin; a piece.of cow or’ 
ock’s. hide twiited or, plaited together, which, 
yo dry, becomes exceeding hard. | of? 

le recollected feeing once a failor in a.man.of. war 
ve three dozen with the boatfwatn’s cat, at.the 
yway,.and only once being. on deck, when a, man 
flogged from fhip to fhip, his. hands and, feet 
Ned to prevent his moving. In this inftance-he 
Hed, but cannot defcribe other particulars. .. Be- 
Ws all hands are turned. upon deck. to fee the pu- 
ment asthe man. comes alongfide. ..His back P. 
Ves it. ' oe 

lways underftood that the ufual punifhment of 
oes on the wharfs at Kinefton on Monday mor- 

H Were for crimes of the preceding week. . Never 
umb. 3. N underflood 
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1790. underftood it was by order of the magiftrates, but |; 
Part IJ. direction of their mafters or miftrefles. Never fawn 
Leemymmned OT OES punifhed on plantations in Jamaica, Hea, 

there is at Kingfton a jumper, a man who punifh, 

the negroes, and is paid for it, but of no fuch perf, 

on the eftates. Knows not by whom this jumper. 
employed, but only that he was employed to wi) 

the negroes. a 

} 
Pe 

Witnefs Examined—Rev. Tuomas Gwynn Rez 
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P, 247. Went to the W. Indies as Chaplain in the Pile] 
Amelia. Arrived at Barbadoes end of 1782. Map 
obfervations on the fituation of flaves, in confequen 
of being informed in England how they were treats, 
Had opportunities by going afhore almoft daily, ail 
vifiting fuch plantations as were within four or fiz 
miles of Bridge-Town. ‘The negroes appeared get: 
rally to be in a very bad ftate. It ftruck him wy 
the impreffion that they were not in general well fy 
‘The clothing of the flaves was a {mall rag to cov 

| their nakednefs. Some had breeches or trowle. 

P. 248. Their lodging, in fmall huts covered with cane leas: 
to appearance. Their furniture confilted of flo; 
or benches. Saw no beds or bedding in the hou; 
he was in. They flept ona kind of board raifey 
little from the ground, and fome on the ground. S, 
three or four gangs or more at different times, WO) 
ing onthe plantations. The firft he faw, were WO} 
ing with hoes or mattocks in their hands, with a 
ero driver after them with a whip, all in a row mak; 
fall holes to put corn in. A driver attended ei 
gang, whom he obferved more than once to ule / 
whip on the negroes at work. One of the won! 

appeared pregnant, and rather behind the reft. | 
called to her to come on, and going back, ftruck | 
with the whip up towards the fhoulders. Saw th! 
working with iron collars in one gang, and one wi 

a piece of chain to his leg. Afked a pregnga 

whet: 


= 
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| ischer fhe was forced to work like the reft, and fhe 1790. 

| d, Yes. Saw fucking infants in bafkets on the Part IT. 
found, juft by where the women were at work, and one Wr 
{the latter fuckling her infant. Recolleéts in a fu-P. 249. 
i mill a young girl between 20 and 3o years old, 


a 


Mained to a large block, within reach of the mill, 

jhich fhe fed with fugar cane. She faid fhe was to 

chained there a twelvemonth, of which two months 

~delapfed, for running away from her matter, who 

d ufed her badly, and that fhe was obliged to fleep 

ere fhe was, on the ground, having very little but 

‘ne juice to fuftain her ; which was confirmed by a 

ve prefent. Says that about half a mile from Bridge- 

own, he heard the groans of a perfon at a fmall 

tance. On inquiring of her, fhe told him that the 

1 been flogged for running away, to fuch a degree 

it fhe could hardly move. Saw the marks. Her 

: fide appeared to be in a mortifying ftate, almoft 

yered with worms. On her faying fhe could eat if 

had vi€tuals, he fent for fome to the town. On his 

urn in a few hours, faw her again. Repeating his 

ita day or two afterwards, was informed fhe was 

id, and carried away to be buried. The obferva-p, 4 50. 

a made by him and Mr. Vivian, the purier of the 

neefs Amelia, (then in his company) was, whoever 

lied that punifhment would have done a kindnefs 

have killed her. 

Suppofés they remained on the ftation a fortnight 

three weeks afterwards. On fhore every day, but 

not hear of any public inquiry refpecting the 

maction. In faying that he faw 3 or 4 gangs or 

fre at different times, he meant that number every 

me he went on fhore, A great many more in the 

Hole. | 

/tten faw negroes returning from their work with 

“idles of grais; one of them faid it was for his 

“fter’s cattle, and that, if he did not procure it, 

‘thould be flogged; thinks picking grafs mutt 

"xe a confiderable addition to their labour, and to 
length of time they were employed, as in the parts 

| ieee Bie he 
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1790. he faw grafs did not appear to be in plenty. T! 
Part Il.whipping the negroes while at work, by the drivj} 
“—v— was a common practice. Thinks it impoflible }) 


) 
P.. 252.walk in the ftreets or roads about Bridge Town with 
out feeing fome of the negroes, apparently i in gre 
diftrefs, fome with the leprofy, fome enfeebled thi! 

age, and others who have loft their limbs, begging) 

” Obferved very frequently the marks of former if 

vere whippings on the backs of the plantation flave} 

Has often feen feamen flogged on board a man of wi 
particularly in running the gauntlet, which is avi) 
lent flogging; but did not obferve marks of equi 
feverity on their bodies. Obferved marks of fort! 
floggings on feamens backs, but the wounds did ne 
appear fo oonelat nor the wheals fo high above the dki| 
nor were the {cars fo long as on the flaves. 
Has.feen the negro-dance, obferved a difference } 
the dancers, fome better dreffed than others; was ii 
formed the well-dreffed were domettic fervants, ai| 
the others field flayes.. In different companies, t! 
well-drefied appeared better in their countenand 

and in {fpirits. 

P. 253. The negroes appeared to be as reafonable as any i 
ther beings whatever (confidering their education 
Thinks no comparifon can be drawn between the ft 

of plantation flaves, and that of the labouring po! 

in England. 

Was between two and three months at St. Luc’ 

where the condition of plantation flaves feemed mu) 

the fame as in Barbadoes. 

P. 254. Had no idea from what he heard in England befe' 
he left it, that the ftate of flaves in the W. Indies, wi mi 

fo bad as he found it to be. | 
Remembers a converfation at Mr. Prettyjohn’s, 

the difference between breeding and buying flaves,' 

which having afked if they had not enough born wit! 

out fending to Africa:for them, and if ‘population wi 
encouraged ; Mr. P, aniwered, they could not enco! 


rage it more than they did, as it was not worth whi 
aD 
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joes not recollect his mentioning any particular means 1790. 
kat had been ufed to encourage population. Part II, 
i Was at Barbadoes’about five or fix weeks. Don’t ~~ 
collect’ the names of the proprietors of any fugar 
Mitates in Barbadoes. Slept once or twice on fhore, a- 

put four’ miles from Bridge-Town, but don’t re- 

ember the name of the planter: thinks it was ona 
oar eftate: a boiling houfe on it. Suppofes he wasP. 255, 
bt on 20 fugar eftates. Knows not how many of them 
ithin four or ‘five miles of Bridge-Town; nor how 
ie lands in its vicinity are divided; the chief he faw 
ere in corn and cane plots, and very little potatoes 
¢ Cafiada. Made very little inquiry refpectine the 
jod of plantation-flaves. Was told by one of them 
at it was chiefly of corn and cane juice. Refpecting 
heir’ clothing, huts, and manner of fleeping, his 
inowledge was got from his own obfervation. In- 
nnded to be better informed by Mr. Prettyjohn, but 
weir fudden departure prevented it. Mr. P. he thinks 
# both merchant and planter, and that he was gene- 
wuly at Bridge-Town while they were there. Dinedp, 256. 
Wice or thrice, or oftner with him, The firft time 
ith Admiral Hughes a week or nine days after their 
rival, 

Had converfation with him about ploughing the 

round for corn; he faid it had been tried, but would 

ot anfwer. Did not talk to him of ufing the plough 

1 the cultivation of fugar, thinking it impracticable, 

ne canes being put down in holes. Mr. P. appeared 

) be an ingenuous fenfible man, whofe opinion would 

é taken as foon as any body’s. Was no otherwife 
equainted with the Rev. Dr. Wharton, than by pro- 

ably having dined with him at a public-houfe. 

Never afkked the name of the proprietor of the plan- 
ation on which he faw a woman chained to a block, 
eeding the mill, as it might have prejudiced him a- 
ainft one who in other refpects might be valuable. 
-hinks if it would deter others from fimilar ufage, 
he perpetrator of faid cruelty ought to be publithed 
athe world, Did not mention it to Mr, Prettyjohn 
| but 
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1790. but on board the fhip. Three or four of them wer’ 
Part fi. together when it happened. ! 
tv—~ Does not recolleét to whom the woman faid the be! 
Bares. longed, whom he found to have been fo punifhed. Sh 
was iound trom half amie to a mile from Bridge-Town' 

Thinks he did not tell] Mr. Prettyjohn of it, and whethe! 

to others, does not recollect. The reafon he did not pro’ 

mote her receiving that medical affiftance which feem: 

ed necefflary, was a hope that her mafter would foot 

take care of her, and they did not care to interfere a; 
P. 258.bout his flaves. Witnefs refides at Ichefter in So!” 
merfetihire, and is not a beneficed clergyman. Afkec' 

if he has heard of perfons fuffering in England fof! 

the death of a fervant by cruel ufage, and has obfer- 

ved in Great-Britain, miferably difeafed white perfoni' 

lying about, apparently neglected, with fores and ul! 

cers expoled to naked view, begging relief, and a nui-! 

fance to the public: anfwers, he has. Never faw qd 

flave punifhed on a plantation in the W. Indies, buf 

. by 2 or 3 licks of the driver. All the poor in Eng- 

land have a parith to goto, which is obliged to main-! 

tain them when incapable of work. Their parifh fur-" 

nifhes medicine when they are fick, and their labour’ 

P. 259:-keeps them from flarving. The ufual wages pr. week 
where witnefs refides, of labouring men, ts generally: 

6s. but lefs tn winter. Is of opinion that a labouring 

man with a wife and 2 or 3 children and their affif-) 

tance, although unaffifted by the parifh, can fupport! 
himfelf with the neceffaries of life. " 

Thinks it was in January when he faw the woman} 

chained to a block in the mil, and that they were cut~! 

P. 260.ting canes in Barbadoes when he was there. Afked whe- 
ther, when the woman faid fhe was to continue feeding 

the mill a tweive month, witnefs thought the muft be' 
miltaken, as {he could not have canes all the year to’ 

feed it; anfwers, he thought fhe mutt. 

Fioles for corn-made with the hoe, fmall and not! 

very deep. Thinks not much difference between that ' 

labour, and reaping corn in England. The pregnant! 

woman before-mentioned, had a hoe in her | 

) thinks | 
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inks he was told fhe was making holes for corn. 1790. 
jas feen pregnant women reaping corn in Wales, but Part If. 
inks not in England. ey 
)Thinks it would have been more for the fafety of P. 261. 
ve woman he found in the fituation before-defcribed 
"have communicated it to the owner or overfeer of 
2 eftate fhe belonged to, but as a ftranger, did not 
Joofe to interfere. Did not know how far olf fhe 
‘ved; nor, as many muft have feen her, whether her 
after was not informed of it. 
 Moft of the negroes had a little rag to cover their 
kednefs; fome, breeches or trowfers. Could fee 
fident marks of whipping on their backs, and on the 
Yeech of thofe who had only rags to cover them. 

he women have fhort coats. 

‘His being fuddenly called away, prevented his ob-P, 262. 
ining that accurate information of the condition and 
‘eatment of flaves which he intended. Should have 
Jade more inquiry, thinking that thofe he faw who 

d been punifhed, might have been guilty of worle 
jimes than they acknowledged themleves to have 
mitted. Thinks that two or three that he cafually 
\ked whether they ever went to church, anfwered, 
Jo, or very feldom. Does not recollect to have ever 
ud or heard anyjconverfation about any attempts 
ade by the mafters to promote their religious im- 
ovement. Remembers afking a driver how he could 
‘ike a petfon fo hard as he did, and that the aniwer 
‘aported, if he did not beat him, he would not work. 
‘oes not recollect the particular objections to the ule 
‘the plough in the culture of corn, but thought 
ere was not grafs enough on the the ifland to main- 
in the cattle, as thofe he faw were generally very 
or, Has known the plough ufed in a foil wherein p, 
‘ere was abundance of large ftones, and an extreme- 
’ umeven furface. As at Stapleton, Wiuterborn, 
ong-Brady, &c; in Dorfetfhire, where there are flints; 
ad at Newport in Wales, where are ftones under 
round, and the plough can fcarce go its length with- 
ught meeting one. Never faw labourers in Britain 
lt , tas f working 


| 


1790. working under the whip of a driver, but has {ed_ 
Part II.them hen for not working. | 
wey = Thinks that of green provender, they give the cai) 


P, 264. of times at Barbadoes. 


P. 265. as the ifland was more and more cleared, more Wa’ 
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ii 
tops, as well as orals to the cattle. Knows not whi. 


j 
ther cattle are fed with potatoe vines, and Indian ar 
i 
| 


Guinea corn, Were ufed to give Cres corn leavi" 
to cattle on board. Suppofes “he was on fhore a feo!’ 


Witnefs examined—Mr. Tom AS Woorrien, : 


Was in the Weft Indies from 1753 to 17733 bu. 
in the interim took two or three trips’ to Englanc) 
and two to North America; was in a mercantilelJin 

chiefly in Tortola; but alios occalionally at Barba 
does, TAMrEN IRS and St.Kitts. On his firft arrive 
at’ Tortola, faw much feverity ufed upon negro} 
flaves, though their fituation was more tolerabl’ 
than afterwards. At that time their number not bein; 
near fo great, they were allowed fufficient provifioy 
ground, “which fome years afterwards being abridged: 


had a tendency to a want. of food for their fupport: 
y pport 


converted into cane land; the. number Ot negroe 
increafed, their grounds were more divided, or wer 
given ens In Gon er lots; as the number increafe. 
their punifhments became more fevere. Had many 
opportunities of feeing field-flaves at work. Livec 
fix or feven years in the houfe of a principal planter 
On leffening the flaves prowifion ground, food. wal 
very feldotn: imported from abrond there was. nc 
certainty or dependence on it. ee 

Had heard planters cop nay iie the number 0} 
negroes at prior dates, with the then number, anc 
they fignified their increafe by births without impor-. 
tation; there was reckoned a general increafe upon 
the whole, through the (land. At that time the 
planters were altogether in good credit with the 


merchants; 
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“chants; none known to be involved in debts to 1790. 
merchants in the ifland or in England. Being Part IT. 
Yerchant he had many opportunities of knowing -v~ 
|r fituations; their payments were very punctual, P, 266. 
) creat opportunities of knowing the produce of 

it eftates ; their expences moderate at that time; 

om under the neceffity of purchafing provifions 

“heir flaves. The planters he thinks then wholly 

gled on their own plantations in that ifland. The 

Jf articles of produce then were Sugar, Cotton, 
Rum. But Cotton-planting diminifhing, as 

Hof Sugar increafed, not near fo much Cotton was 

‘e the latter part of his time there. Planting of 

ars is more laborious to the flaves; in fome in-~ 

ces it proved more profitable to the owners, but 
Preneral otherwife. About three or four years 

ur his arrival there, fome Guinea fhips came down 

a cargoes of flaves; the planters in general 

Neht: this induced many to turn out cotton and 

Dit canes, which.is more laborious. Many of the 
negroes often die in feafoning, and Guinea fhips 

jing down time after time, the planters bought 

upply their places. his continuing, many a 20, 
liters got much involved in debt by purchafing 

fis on credit, and were obliged to mortgage their 

lces and flaves to merchants in England, Has 

r known a planter who thus mortgaged pay 

| hedebt. Some in confequence have been obliged 

ave them fold by auction much under value, and 

| Enelifh merchant has fuffered in his debt. Has 

‘wn fome of thefe eftates fold, where the owners 

2 become overfeers upon them. During the lat- 

‘part of his ftay in Tortola, many fieid-negroes 

| fmall lots to plant provifion upon, where it 

‘id be afforded, but fuppofes it was not general. 

‘ie planters allowed them Saturday afternoons, 

=pt in crop, to raife provifions ; many alfo who 

jland worked it on Sundays, obliged thereto by 
Yowner or overfeer. Very difficult to judge of the 
tumb, 2. O increafe 
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1790. increafe of negroes, by births, in Tortola, in j 


Part IJ. latter period of his {tay there; but in that period th, 

tv did not increafe in the proportion they did on his 
arrival, when fewer in number, and more modera 
ly ufed. Droughts are Common in all thofe ifland 
fometimes great and long; and a caufe of {carc, 
whereby the negroes faffer. ereatly, near to a famin 
and flaves have pined away and died, ‘as food co 
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.not be procured. 


appearance fufficiently proves their fituation. A fic 


of a few gangs of the field-negroes would convin, 
more fully thant his defcription by any number of wort, 


Never faw a gang of negroes tl¢ 
appeared to him any thing like fufficiently fed; th 
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Slaves frequently run away from their mafters. Iti is, 
be attributed to fevere ufage for trivial faults. W) 
refpeét to their emaciated appearance, fpeaks 5 
to every other ifland he had been in: has feen it mc: 
in Antigua than in Tortola. During the whole of |: 
itay at He eee the clothing of the ‘field Negroes Wj 
very trifling; the men, generally a pair of trowfe: 
the Women , peticoat, made of coarfe Ofnaburg), 
piven them once a year in general by their ownel; 
tome do not give fo much. Apprehends the field-r: 
eroes 1n ceneral do not coft their mafters half a cro. 
per head ] per annum in clothing. Their houfes : 
{mall fquare huts, built with poles, and thatched att 
top and fides with a kind of Bamboo ; built byt 
negroes for themfelves: the field-negroes lie on t 
sround, in the middle of the huts, with a fmall f 
generally before them; have no bedding; fome c} 
rain a board or mat to lie on before the fires a f 
of the head negroes have cabbins of boards, raif 
from the floor, “but no bedding, except fome w 
P, 269.have a coarfe ‘blanket. The ufual punifhments 
plantation-flaves according to the nature of th 
crimes; of a runaway, it 1s exceeding fevere; fc 
negroes to take hold of each arm and leg, and ! 
him on the ground, when the chief whipper la 
upon their bare back 40, 50, 60, or more lath: 
juft at the pleafure of the owner or overfeer. 
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sn negroes whipped, when the firft ftroke has made_1790. 
» blood fpout out immediately. There are other Part H. 
ys of correction very barbarous; fuch as fetting “v™ 
ona picket, which is ftanding on one foot upona 
wp ftick; alfo the thumb-fcrews, which give in- 
erable pain. It is very common to fee marks of 
ippings on the perfons of the flaves, fome with 
ir backs an undiftinguifhed mafs of lumps, holes, 
1 furrows, by frequent whippings; moft of the 
\d-negroes are.marked by the whip; all that he 
d feen, work under the whip, which the drivers 
ty for their correCtion, and of which they are con- 
ually'in dread. It is made generally of plaited 
wikin, with thick ftrong lafhes; a formidable in- 
ument in one of the overfeers hands, who would 
ze the fkin off a horfe’s back with one of them, 
s feen them lay its marks into a deal board. 
tows not of any protection flaves had from the illP. 
we of their mafters. A negro ran away from a 
unter with whom he was well acquainted; the 
erfeer having orders to take him dead or alive, a 
ile after found him in one of his huts, faft afleep, 
the day time, and fhot him through the body. 
he negro jumping up, faid, ‘ What, you kill me 
afleep,” and dropt dead immediately. ‘The over- 
took off his head and carried it to his owner. 
1ew another inftance in the fame ifland: a planter 
“ended with his waiting man, a mulatto, {tepped 
widenly to his gun, on which the man ran off, but 
"; matter fhot him through the head with a fingle 
ll. Mentioned another inftance, a manager of an 
ate in Tortola, whofe owner did not refide on the 
and, fitting at dinner, in fudden refentment, ran 
3 cook, a negroe woman, through the body, and 
ie died immediately. The negroes were called in 
) take her away and bury her. All the white peo- 
ein the ifland were acquainted with thefe facts, 
ich happened when he was in it, and which none 
oubted: neither of thefe offenders were ever called 
‘an account, nor were they at all fhunned or con- 
O 2 fidered 
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1790. fidered in difgrace. Had feveral times feen fld¢ 
Part Il. working in the fields, in chains; the moft ftrik: 
ton inftance of it was in Antigua, where a confidera} 
gang were working inone chain, Had feen anot} 

gang or two carrying down fugars from the mo}; 
tainous parts of that ifland, upon their heads in ty 

P. 271-bafkets or bags, heavy laden. Their appearance \ 
fhocking, from the fcantinefs of cloathing, their 
parent great want of food, and other inftances 
fevere ufage. It was noticed by fome gentlen! 

who alfo faw them, and feemed to exprefs themfel. 

in terms denoting refentment at fuch feverity ; bui 

is too common. ‘W 

In all the iflands, fo far as he has feen, it is ufil 

to turn the field negroes out to their work as foon; 

the light well appears, and they are not difcharg] 

from their drivers or overfeers until the clofe of ts 
evening, or dark. They have time to eat their fo! 

in the morning, and alfo at noon; but their uftl 
hours, or other particulars of reft, he cannot {pet 

to. When difcharged from field labour, they hat 
generally to pull grafs for their mafter’s horfes ai 
cattle. By the time this is done, it is dark. 
picking grafs be reckoned as a part of their d: 
labour, it lengthens the day; if as an addition to I 

it is a great hardfhip. When grafs is plenty, it 

no harder work than field labour, but in droughts 
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is {carce; and if they fail in their quantity, they < 
often punifhed. Are compelled to do this bufini 
P. 272.as duly as any part of the day’s labowr, Thin: 
that pregnant women (field flaves) had fome litt) 
indulgencies, but it is cuftomary for them to woy 
in the field, till near their time. The whip occ: 
fionally ufed upon them, but not fo feverely as « 
the men, that he ever obferved. i 
The ‘ feafoning of negroes,” not any difeafe 
diftemper. Always underftood the new  negro| 
deaths to be occafioned by being put to hard laboy 
foon after being landed, and from the fearcity « 
food, and want_of almoft every other neceflar 
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new many inftances of this feafoning being ex- 1790. 
emely fatal to flaves. Some planters, who pur- Pare If, 
jafed new negroes, told him they have loft one- —y~ 
hiird of the Hoinber: or more, in the firft year of 

Nine feafoning. Never faw a cargo of flaves, but 

jhat had fick or refufe negroes, more or lefs, which P. 273. 
id at a lower price; probably for cotton planters, 

1 eafier bufinefs than that of the cane. 

Negro flaves, attached to a plantation, befides 

eld flaves, are houfe carpenters, coopers, and ma- 

ms. The treatment of thefe generally better than 

© field flaves, they have more certain allowance of 
rovifions. Many of the female domeftics are ina 

etty good fituation: their labour is more mode- 

le and they have more food and cloathing. Heard 

at of few inftances of fuicide among the Creole 

aves; but of a good many among Africans. The 
‘incipal inftance: A planter purchafed fix men flaves 

at of a Guinea fhip, and put them on a fmall ifland 
yplant cotton, They had a white man with them 

, overfeer, who left them of a Saturday night. 

here were no white inhabitants on the ifland. OnP, 274, 
e Monday following the overfeer returned, when he 

ound all the fix hanging near together in the woods, 

fad often inquired of the moft fenfible negroes 

hat could be the caufe of fuch actions, and the 

ifwer was, “© That they would rather die, than live 

the fituation they were in.” 

Not able to fay particularly what a tradefman flave 

id a field flave could earn for themfelves. Many 

id flaves have it not in their power to earn any 

ing exclufive of their mafter’s work. Some few 

ife. fowls, and fome few pigs, and fell them: but > 

eir number is very few. The black tradefmen in 

ortola have very feldom any jobs to do on a Sunday, 

nich is the only day allowed for themfelves. The 

telleé&t of the negroes are various, as among other 

‘ople. Some. that are brought up among tt the 

ite people, of as good abilities as are common 
‘Mongft mankind, confidering their fituation, and 

| want 
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1790. want of education. Had obferved the young negro 
Part J]. learn trades as readily as whites. Many are ingenioy, 
“ov workmen. 


P. 275-as elfewhere. No kind of religion amontft the negro, 


P. 276.not be defcribed to the full to the underftanding ¢ 


and hurt the provifions. Some kinds are lels injure, 


W. Invres. WooLtRicy. 


Knows of no exceptions to their poffef, 
ing the focial affections as {trongly as whites, moi, 
particularly the Creoles... Apprehends their natur 
affection for their children and relatives, is as grei., 


— 


of Tortola. The Creoles have a certain belief in, 
Supreme Being. The Africans, at firft. coming) 
fpeak no language but their own; but he never kne, 
one that could exprefs himfelf, but allowed of 
Supreme Being. If the word of a flave is difputec| 
he will frequently lift up his hands, and. fay, Go, 
above knows what they affert to be true. After th) 
arrival of African negroes in Tortola, they are g¢, 
nerally kept a few days before they are put to fel) 
labour. Never knew any who were not put to labou, 
a week after they were purchafed. Knew but on, 
or two planters who branded their flaves. Neve 
faw the operation. i 

Droughts generally affect all kinds of vegetatior, 


by them than others, and it is faid yams leaft. 

The lower orders of people in this country cannc 
be compared with the general condition of flaves, 
The fituation of thefe is very lamentable, (woul 
not wifh to ufe any word to exaggerate) but it can, 


thofe who have never feen it. Never knew an 
planter or owner of a gang of flaves that ufed ther, 
as well as either a good or bad mafter ufes his fer, 
vants in England. Hard labour, with the want C, 
necefflaries of life, wages, or cloathing, are fufficier 
to make their condition much harder than the lowe! 
degree of fervants in England. Certainly the mal 
ter’s intereft to treat his flaves well, as the contrat) 
never fails to bring lofs and emanates on thei 
owners, Relieves, itvis, from want ofswitdanl tha 
they are treated ill. Apprehends the matters 0, 
flaves become morofe and cruel by being ufed to tha 


kin’ 
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"nd of bufinefs, and that it confiderably hurts the 1790, 

orals of the white people. Pare If, 

\ Since he left Tortola, by means of correfpondence, —~™ 

| feeing fome perfon from the ifland, (which is ge- 

Pyrally every year) he has been informed of its ftate 

pm year to year, to the prefent time. The lat 

formation reprefented the planters to be in very 

(treffed circumftances. Divers of their eftates, 

ortgaged in England, had been fold at public 

ndue, upon very low terms, becaufe few were able 

pay for them; and the general credit fo low with 

planters, that but few could obtain the neceffaries p, 277. 

ey want from the ftores kept there, by reafon of 
debts to Englifh merchants. It has been his 

Bitton for many years, that the unneceflary pur- 

valing of African flaves, has been the main caufe 

} their embarrafiments, and the accumulation of 

Heir debts. Many new negroes dying foon after 

iported, the planters are induced to buy again upon 

edit, by which their debts have been increafed 

th the Enghfh merchants. 

Has afked many African flaves how they were 

ought into that firuation—amoneft others a wait- 

= boy he had, who told him, that he and his fifter 

ing catched together in the field, tending fome 

tn, were both carried away. Men flaves had told 

um they were furprized, and made prifoners of by 

e enemy, in the night, in their own houfes or vil- 

ze: others, that they were prifoners of war. 

Amoneft different planters there are different ufages 

their flaves. Some feed and treat them better than 

ie Fully believes the circumftances of the 

ners have a great effect in that cafe. The flaves 

) thofe who are much in debt, are generally more 

verely and worfe treated, than flaves of fuch as are 

eafy circumftances. 

The planter, with whom he refided 6 or 7 years, 

4s named John Pickering, whofe houfe was on his 

jantation, and he had none in town. “Lodged there p, 278, 
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1790. that fpace of time, but was never fo long at one tim(| 
Part Il.in Tortola, but a longer fpace at two differen| 
“V™ periods. t 

The lands in Tortola, which ufed to be planted 11) 

cotton, could not have been cultivated for fugar iy, 

fo fhort a time, without the importation of flave . 

P. 280.from Africa. Apprehends the planting of fuga) 
would require a larger body of negroes than thi 
cotton planters generally have. ‘There never ha) 

been any cotton planted in thofe parts of the iflang) 
where the fugar-cane is planted. As to comparing: 

the planting of cotton and fugar by equal quantitie; 

of land, is not a judge of the difference of labour! 
Cotton is planted upon the pooreft parts, upoi) 
rocky and fteep places, moftly where canes are no, 
planted. No regular plantations of cotton but upoi! 

keys and rocky hills. When he firft went there, hi 
thinks more than one-half was in its native woods 

The beft parts were in the hands of different pro} 
prietors, who cleared {mall parts of it from year t¢ 

year, whereby they enlarged their fugar plantations 

and made new ones. 

P. 281. During the whole of his refidence in Tortola, 
court of juftice was held the firft Monday in three 

or four months of the year, by the governor and fi) 
magiftrates, hut no affembly : though the ifland wa) 

not under the fame fettled adminiftration of juftice 

that prevailed in the other iflands, juftice was adm: 
niftered in as good and regular order, as in any 0} 

the others before mentioned. | 

The wood lands, by clearing of which the fuga 

eftates were increafed from 10 or 12 to 50 or 60; 
could not have been in fo fhort a time if there hac 

+ 282.been no importation. Is very certain the event ha: 
been greatly to the lofs and embarrafiment of the 
planters, owing to the bad management and hard 
ufage of the flaves; and that 7-8ths of the planters 
would have been in much better circumftances, 1l\ 

they had not bought any negroes during the “image 

if, 
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| refidence there, but had ufed thofe they had with 


|manity and care. 

Water brackifh and fcarce in Tortola. 

Never refided on any other fugar plantation than 
)Pickering’s. Thinks a pair of trowfers and a 
jt are quite fufficient cloathing for a workingP, 285. 


sro in the field; and that a petticoat and jacket 
a woman is an equivalent. Cannot fay that a 


{/t is abfolutely neceflary, but it appears beneficial, 


lis what they would chufe. Has never known 


We who had one on, to pull it off, when at work 


he field. — 
hen he fettled in the Road Town, his family 


fitted of a clerk and two apprentices in his ftore, 
1 occafionally three, four, or five black domeftics. 
Mnetimes fowls or vegetables were to be bought 
im the negroes, but very rarely. The fupply of 
fe articles in the ftores was very fmall. Generally 
id falted beef and pork. Sometimes dried peafe 
fim America. Frefh meat dear and icarce through 
jifland. Beef and mutton, killed by the planters, 
‘times to be bought. A good fupply of fifh ac 
ties, and always at a Pheri to price. 

‘deard of a great number of wrecks of fhips upon 


ifland or ides of Annigado, but was never there: 


demand and fecure for the right owners, the 
ney faved from that wreck. Was told that fome 
ivered to him what they got of it, and that others 
ivered none, but never heard of any being brought 
uftice upon that account. 

das been two or three times in Barbadoes, but 
er above two weeks at a time; and then did not 
de on any fugar plantation. 

he been four, five, or fix times at Antigua: 


‘eves the longeit was three or four weeks, ae did 
| refide on any {ugar eftate there. 
Numb. 3. Pp Tad 
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1790. 
Part II. 


a as 


i) that a Spanifh fhip was wrecked a year a twoP. 286, 
(ore he went to Tortola, and that before his arrival 
/itenant-general Fleming, the commander in chief 

the Leeward Iflands, came down from St. Kitts, 


1i4 


1790. 


Part II. Kitts, and not on any fugar eftate. ! 
~~~ Kept one horfe, while Trehidenit 4 in the Road Té 
P. 257-ar Tortola. The grafs for him was bought 


‘negroes would not’ be debarred we it, as it feemed #! 
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Had been only once, a very fhort time, in} 


negroes who fometimes brought it to the road! 
fale, in the evening. Jt was their own prope 
and generally paid for with tobacco, falt herrings’ 
coarfe linens. In crop time their horfes were 
from cane tops, which were had for fetching. 1 
prehends fuch of the other merchants in Road'T¢‘ 
as had no eftates of their own, fupplied their ho* 
in the fame way. Computes the grafs bought for’ 
horfe every night when the negroes came, to h' 
coft two bits, or about rid. “fterline, but) wi! 
out ‘oats thinks’ twoobits” worth! wouldham by 
infufficient. Grafs picking in the evening on pl 
tations, continues in crop time and all “the yi 
Never faw any cane tops carried home for planti i 
horfes or ftock; the draft mules at the mill 1 
entirely upon them during crop time. ‘They ari 

, 


nourifhing food for mules, who altogether live | 
them; and for horfes alfo. Does not know whet’ 
horned cattle, fheep, and goats, eat them orn} 
Negroes in a plantation who have a hog to fe! 
have what ea they pleafe to take for that p* 
pofe. ~The pork : 


fed on them reckoned the bi! 
They had generally, he thinks, the fkimmings| 
the boiling ‘of fuear. Cannot fay if that fkimm' 
is allowed or not by their mafters ; thinks fome pri" 


to be fit for any other ufe. Knows of no negro |i 
ing flogged for feeding his hogs withit. J. Pickert 
had a diitillery for rum on: hit is plantation. App’ 
hends the fkimmings of the fugar-coppers are no’ 
main ingredient uf fea in the ae houfes, for fettt 
of liquor i in the cafks for making of rum. Molat' 
is the main and principal ingredient ; but thir! 
fkimmings are alfo always ufed with the molaf! 
for fetting cafks for diftilling. 


He traded at Tortola, in moft kinds of manvf 
tut | 


W. Inpres. “WooLrRiIcuH. lis 


ied goods; alfo in Irifh provifions ; fometimes in 1790. 
herican cargoes of flour, bread, and other articles; Part Il. 
b) no corn. Has fold Ofnaburghs, checks, and “~™ 
wer coarfe linens, &c. to the negroes. Has fre- 

‘ntly imported and fold falt herrings from Ireland ; 
er any cod or mackrel, that he recollects; fold 
falted herrings to the planters; for the flaves in 
9 time were generally employed at hard work the 
le 6 days of the week. They are a perifhable 
amodity, and he thinks will not keep good a 
ole year in-that ifland. Knows no inftance of great 
city of Irifh falt provifions, fince he kept a ftore 
he road. ‘There was afcarcity of flour and bread, 
not much to diftrefs the white people. There 
never, to his knowledge, any certain fupply of 
vifions, fuitable for the negroes, at all times of 
year... There was, more frequently, no necefiary P. 290. 
1 for them to be bought at the merchant’s ftores. 
verhad any concern in planting, or as proprietor 
ny plantation at Tortola, or eifewhere. Never 
‘more than 4 or 5 flaves at one time. One of 
m came to England with him, the others were left 
ae ftore with a partner. During his ftay in Tor- 
, there was no complaint that white people could 
obtain legal redrefs for injuries they might have 
ved. The inhabitants were fenfible there was 
in the ifland a fufficient authority to bring capi- 
yoffenders to trial and punifhment, without a fpe- 
¢commiffion from the governor general. While 
vas there, a murder was committed by one white 
Jon upon another. The murderer was tried, inP, 291. 
yfequence of a commiffion from the governor ge- | 
ml, by a jury, who acquitted him. Redrefs was to 
lad on, complaints of fmaller offences, from the 
yernor and council... White mechanics or tradef- 
© purfued their occupatians in Tortola, through- 
the day, asin other countries. Did not ferve on 
Jury; 1s one of the people called. Quakers. In 
iking of Tortola, he alfo included the Virgin 
ads, 
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Witnefs examined,—Henry Hew DatryMpte, of 
1790- Was lieutenant in the 75th regiment, in gartil: 
Part II. at Goree, and on various parts of the coaft, from: Mj 
“v—~ to the end of September, 1779. . Made it his bufin 
P. 291.to inquire as to the mode of obtaining flaves; fy 


P. 292.his information from French mulattoes and nativ) 
particularly the Maraboo of Dacard, a fenfible a! 
intelligent man. Inhabitants of Goree refpectali 


He was weekly on the continent, with-a views 
knowing the fituation of the country, and modesi| 
rocuring flaves, becaufe he held flaves himfelf in ti 
Vett Indies, and wifhed to afcertain that matter | 


yond doubt. : 


In confequence, was informed that t! 
great droves (called caffillas, or caravans) of flay 
brought from inland, by way of Galam, to Ser- 
gal and Gambia, were prifoners of war. Thole {¢ 
to vefiels at Goree, and near it, were procured ith 

P, 293. by the grand pillage, the leffer pillage, or by fai 

— bery of individuals. The-grand pillage is execut. 

by the king’s foldiers, from 3 or 400, to 2 OF 300) 

who attack and fet fire to a village, and feize |) 

inhabitants as they can. The fmaller parties gen 
rally lie in wait about the villages, and take off” 
they can furprize; which is alfo done by individu 
who do not belong to the king, but are private rq 

bers. Thefe fell their prey on the coaft, where 11! 

well known no queftions, as to the means of obta; 

ing it, are afked. | i 

It feemed to be univerfally believed on the cow 
that their wars are undertaken for the purpofe’ 
procuring flaves, Whenever -he afked the negr« 
in the Weft Indies (who had’ been brought in th! 
caffillas, or droves) how they had been made prif 
ers, they generally told him, had been thus taken 
furprize, either at night in their villages, ftraggl!| 


5 
from their huts (particularly the women) of awh, 


cultivat! 
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Itivating their fields. THe does not fay no wars 1790. 
sifein Africa, but from a defire of making flaves ; Part IL. 
‘it that this, from anfwers received, appeared to be —v~™” 
Ve general caufe. Every body on the coaft reported 

Pjat thefe wars were feldom of more than 8 or 10 

ys continuance ; that feldom, in the moft decifive 

sions, the number of prifoners or killed, amounted 

more than 20 or 30, and that it is principally on 

+ coaft marauding expeditions are found. Kidnap- P. 294. 
y@ is fo notorious, that he never heard aay perfon, 

ench or native, deny it there. Two men, while 

was at Goree, offered a perfon, a meffenger from 

negal to Rufifco, for fale, to the garrifon. They 

é hot deny he was a free man, but rather boafted 

awhat they had done, in making themfelves matters 

| ro Witnefs indifpofed, withdrew. Ona fub- 

quent day, defired to explain the former part of 

Ws evidence, having been fo ill when he delivered it: 

4d, that as to the marauding expeditions, informa- P, 295 
dn from flaves in the Weft Indies, tended to con- 

nce him, they were procured in that manner in the 

eebior of Africa alfo. Many were brought to Goree 

lile he was there, but feldom more than 3 or 4 to- 

ither, and oftner only one. He underitood it com- 

on for European traders to advance goods to chiefs, 

induce them to feize on their fubjedts, or neigh- 

urs. Not one of the mulatto traders at Goree, 

er thought of denying it. Thefe depredations are 
o/practifed by the Moors; faw many flavesin Af- 

fa, who told him they were taken by them; 3 of 

ele, one of them a woman, cried very much, and 

med to be in great diftrefs; the two others more 
Ponciled to their fate. All crimes in the parts of P, 296. 
rica he was in, were punifhed with flavery. At 

foree, where moft inhabitants are mulattoes, flaves 

* common; but on the continent there are but 

wv, and thefe are treated fo well, eating and work- 

P with their matters, that they are not diftinguifh- 

le from free men. Never faw any whip or inftru- 

pt of torture ufed there; nor did he believe, on 

ne 95 Inquiry, 
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inquiry, that flaves there were ufed with feverity, 
They believe in witchcraft. l 
Frauds are often practifed on the natives, by Eu 
ropean merchants. He has heard mulatto mei, 
chants, and European captains, boat of it. | 
While at Goree, a fhip attempted to fail out of th 
bay with a number of negroes, without paying fo| 
them ; and this was the reafon given for their order’ 
to fire on her, and bring her to. From what he fay} 
and heard, he has no doubt but the thing is com), 
mon. . doe 
The produétions of the part of Africa he was Any 
are cotton of 3 kinds, indigo, dyes of different kinds), 
fpices, fugar canes, tobacco, millet of 2 kinds, ebony, 
and different kinds of cabinet wood. The fugay 
canes were thought, by judges, to be fuperior to an}, 
produced in the Weft Indies. 
{pontaneoufly almoft every where, though fometime: 
cultivated; is of a remarkable fine ftaple, and as h«, 
was told by Mr. Ofwald, an African merchant, 1\) 
efteemed, by the Englifh merchants, far fuperior tq 
any that comes from the Weft Indies. The indig¢ 
is likewife of a better quality than what grows in oul, 
iflands; it is reckoned equal to that of Guatimala, 
He has referved fpecimens of thefe articles. The}, 
have befide, at Goree, a root which dyes a beautiful, 
{carlet, and its leaves a bright yellow or orange. Th¢ 
foil and climate feem both extremely favourable fot, 
the growth of fpices. Cardamoms are found i, 
great perfection near. Cape Verd. ee 
As far as he could judge, in natural capacity the 
negroes are equal to any people whatever: and in, 
temper and difpofition (of which, from being con- 
{tantly among them, he had, he believes, as many, 
opportunities of judging, as any Englifhman on the 
coaft) they appeared to be humane, hofpitable, and 
well difpofed. The country well cultivated, and, 
from the general difpofition of the natives to labour, 
he is convinced, that had they a proper market fot 
their produce, they would be as induftrious as any, 
Europeans. 
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vuropeans. He remarked, that where there was 1790. 
‘\ctle or no trade for flaves, they were moft induftri- Pare If. 
Jus. They manufacture cotton cloths, almoft equal —w~ 
‘1 the workmanship, to thofe of Europe ; they work 
‘i gold, filver and iron, remarkably neat; alfo inP. 298. 
ood, and make faddles, bow-cafes, {cabbards, gris- 
ris, and other things of leather, with great neat- 
fs. 
)) Was much and often in the country among the 
itives; and having learned (from La Brue and o- 
er writers) that it was a. common practice for their 
ings to feize their fubjects and fell them as flaves 
t European goods, he wifhed to know whether the 
port was founded in fact. 
’ When he was on board the Atalanta floop of war, 
Vey fell in with a fhip from Gambia, the crew of 
ich had all died but the captain, whofe name was 
jeatly, and the.mate. On going aboard he found 
€ captain lying on deck upon a mattrefs, and the 
ate appeared in bad health, 
He was on his paffage to the W. Indies in a flave P, 299. 
{fel two months, during which the flaves were ex- 
edingly unhappy, made many attempts to rife: 
t fucceeding, they begged to be permitted to throw 
emfelves overboard, and perpetually regretted 
¢ir Own country. 
\He was three times in the W. Indies; in 1773, at 
enada fix months; in 1779 and.i780, at Antigua, 
toadoes, Tobago, St. Lucia, and St. Chriftophers; 
d in 1788 and 1789, at Grenada, Coriacou, St. 
ncents, and Tobago. 
General treatment of the negroes was very cruel. 
> lived neat the market-place of St. George’s, at 
€nada, where negroes were flogged every day by 
> particular orders of their mafters; they were tied 
wn upon the ground, every ftroke brought blood, 
1 very often took out a piece of the flefh. Saw 
m.often in chains, thus marked. A French 
inter fent for a furgeon to cut off the lee of a 
3roe, who had run away. On the furgeon’s re- 
| fufing 
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1790. fufing todo it, the planter took an tron bar and bro}! 
Part II.the leg in pieces, and then the furgeon cut it o| 
tev~y This planter did many fuch aéts of cruelty, and i 
with impunity. Ic did not appear to:be the publ 

P. 300. opinion that any punishment was due to him, forth), 
it was generally known, he was equally well receiy, 

ed in fociety afterwards as before. i 
Walked into the country at Grenada, almoft dail, 

Many of the field-negroes bore ‘the marks of th) 

whip on their bodies, and feveral worked in the fieli, 

in chains. Whip is made of a thong ‘of cow’s hid, 

about half an inch in breadth, with large knots ¢, 

it in feveral places. The day after his arrival at A: 

tigua, he faw three or four old negroes; reduced |, 

fkin and bone, digging in the dunghills, in tl 
ftreets, for food: and was told by themfelves ai 
others, that they had been turned off by their ownet 

who could not afford to keep them. This he unde, 

P. 301.ftood was no uncommon practice. As he was pe, 
petually removing from place to place with the fle, 

and army, in 1779, and 1780, he had then but li 

tle opportunity of feeing the treatment of the negro, 

in the plantations. In Grenada, the plantation flay 
generally worked (out of crop-time) from day-lig, 

to dark. On fome plantations he has known the, 

called out long before day-light ; they generally ha’ 

an hour allowed them for breakfaft, and two for di) 

ner. When laft at Grenada, he lived in the countr, 

about 1§ or 16 months; and obferved that flav: 

are generally fent to pick grafs after the field-labou, 

which continues till fun-let is over. A certa, 
quantity is required, and if they do not produce, 

they are punifhed; though it is often very icarce al, 
brought from a great diftance. In crop-time they @, 
obliged to work as long as they can, which is as lor, 

as they can keep awake or ftand on their legs.” Som! 

times they fall afleep through excefs of fatigue wht 
their arms are caught in the mill and torn off. F, 


P. 302. faw feveral who had loft their arms in that wa 


Except one or two holidays a year, he: did a 
4 
underftar 
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{\derftand they had any time allotted them for their 1790. 
‘hn amufement or repofe: for on Sundays they la- Pare qT. 
Mur more than on any other days of the week; it o~-~ 
Ming then that they exert themfelves in procuring P, 302, 
Hoplies of food for their own fuftenance, and there- 
€ are not attended by the driver. At other times 
"ty gang is attended by one or more, who make 
quent ufe of the whip, without diftinétion of fex. 
believes, that in general, their food is neither 
icient in quantity nor good in quality; though 
domeftic are better fed than the field-negroes, 
the fortifications, where their labour is of the fe- 
eft kind, they had only feven pounds of bread and 
t of falt-fith per week. They carried bricks, 
e, and large planks, from the fhore to Richmond 
l, about a mile and an half, and were often 
cely abla to move under their burthens. 
$ not pofitive if thefe flaves were paid for by go-P, 303. 
ament or by the ifland. 
yelieves it depends entirely on difpofition and 
jity of mafters whether they are well or ill fed, 
i Grenada they were differently fed at different 
iS. He dined at the houfe of a gentleman, who 
his grafs field had been plundered the night be- 
» by certain negroes, fome of whom he could have 
in and punifhed, bur refrained, becaufe he knew P. 304. 
y allowance fo fmall that without robbing they 
Nd not have exifted; but only {peaks to this par- 
Har inftance. The place was near town, where 
s fells at a great price.. It was the general opi- 
» that it was more profitable to import flaves 
Work them out, than to breed them. Believes 
are not confidered as protected by Jaw; for ne. 
8 were often treated cruelly, and even murder 
been committed, not only with impunity, but 
put its being fuppofed the perpetrators could be 
fhed on that account. At Grenada, in the town 
). George, a mafon, named Chambers, killed a 
de, inthe middle of the day (he thinks in the 
th-yard) and no notice was taken of it. The 
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1790. prefent chief judge of Grenada (who has permiy 
Part [].hiow to ufe his name on this occafion) afiured hig| 
wv~ was true. Another inftance was of a planter} 


P. 305.0f it from the C nief Jultice; p. 316.) Alto} 


P. 306. The principal objection, and which he repeat) 
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flogged his driver to death, and even boafted of || 
the perfon from whom witnefs had the acco} 
(Does not exactly know the time this happe 


bur it was before the year 1772, when he hi 


was that of the French planter who broke 
negror’s leg in order to prevail on the furgeor 
cut it off. And in June lait, he faw a meg 
brought to St. George’s to have her finger cut t 
fhe had committed a fault, and ran away to ay 
punifhment ; but being taken, her mattér fufpen' 
her by the hands, flogged and cut her cruelly on’ 
back, belly, breaft and thighs, and then left her fufpe 
ed till her fingers mortified: in this {tate witnels,! 
her at Dr. Gilpin’s, but no notice was taken of 
fact, though it happened months after the new! 
for the protection of flaves was pafied. - Ano 
negrefs who, though a young woman, had no te} 
informed him that her miftrefs, had with het | 
hands pulled them out, and given her a fevere fi 
ging befides, the marks of which fhe then b| 
This relation was confirmed by feveral town’s ptt! 
of whom he inquired concerning it. | 

He was in Grenada, 1788, when the act was | 
fed, entitled, “ An Ad for the better protection | 
« promoting the increafe and population of flav! 


heard, to its paffing was, that it might make! 
flaves believe, that the authority of their mafters’ 
leffened: but otherwife, many thought it would 
of little ufe, as it was a law made by themlel 
acainft themfelves, and to be executed by th 
felves: they obferved befides, that fuch laws \ 
unneceffary for the protection of negroes who *! 
treated well; and that others had fo many opp! 
nities of evading the law, (the evidence of neg. 


not being admitted) that it would be of no | 
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We members of the legiflature were not all plan- 

. Some of them were flave merchants and {tore 

pers, in the town of St. George. At the time 
thaffing faid act, the propofs lin the Britifh parlia- 

Tt Far the abolition of the flave trade was a mat- 

of general difcuffion in the ifland: and he be- 

ses was a principal reafon for pading it. For 

prt faid, that the agent for the fistick had men- 

feed’ in a letter, that unlefs they made laws 
alelves for the protection of flaves, the Britith 
fiament would. This letter he never faw, tho’ 
fought it; and as a proprietor in the ifland 

Wiehe he had a right to read the agent’s letters. 
however, often heard it urged as an argument 

the act fhould pafs. He bélieves-it will prove 

ectual : becaufe, as no negro evidence is ad- P. 307. 
ed, thofe who abufe them will ftill do it with 
unity; and people who live on terms of inti- 
y, would diflike the idea of becoming fpies and 
Wmers again{t each other. 

Hieves the chatti ity of the wives of flaves is not 
gected by law: and has never heard that there 
any punifhment for its violation. Thatfometimes 
He flaves are offered by the mafters to their vifi- 
§. and has known compulfion ufed to oblige 
todubmit to prottitution. , 

eS not fay, that flaves never become poffeffed 
uch property ; but he never knew an inftance; 
Man he conceive how thev-can have time for it, 
ner did he ever know of field flaves having ex- 
ve feafts, A negro woman, who became cytes PR, 308. 
or labour by dp {vafe, was turned off by the 

res of his father’s eftate. She fubfitted by cha- 

0 the town of St. George, 

le tetanus, or locked jaw, was formerly very 

to negro children; but there are now means 
hating a mothers and children, which render 

is fo. 

eld flaves did not appear ‘to him cheerful or 


eR) | happy. 
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waned 


Pe 809. 


ta to: 


_when he made frequent vifits to different plani| 
tions; but in both town and country faw many 1) 


P. 312. the magiftrate or owner. Thefe were generally by 
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There are frequent inftances of flaves de! 
troying themfelves. | 

Has a landed eftate in Grenada, but it is not cu}! 
tivated. Part of it has been. | 

His perfonal obfervations on the coaft of Afri: 
extend to part of the kingdom of Cajore, whi} 
is oppofite Goree, to the country north and fou 
for fome leagues; and to about eight or ten mil) 
inland from the fhore. Within that diftance indi! 
is manufactured fit for ufe; and cloths dyed with | 
Never faw the procefs. The manufactures he mei| 
tioned in gold, filver, iron, and other materials, a! 
the work of both negroes and Moors. He faw bi/ 
few Moors in the country about Cape Verd, and tho} 
were ftrangers; and none at Goree, or in any oth’ 
parts where he had been. He thinks, as the negro’ 
are remarkably induftrious, they might, with prop 
encouragement, be brought to cultivate the differe! 
produétions of that part of the coaft to a much grea) 
er extent than they do at prefent: for where the: 
was a demand for any article or produce, he obfer) 
ed they were remarkably induftrious. i 

In 1773, went to Grenada on a vifit to his fathi: 
He was then 22 years of age; and Mr. Leyburi 
then governor of the ifland. He then ftaid 6 mont} 
moftly in town; but was fometimes in the count 


2 


1 


{tances of cruel treatment. Some of the punifhmer 
inflicted might be by order of the magiftrates; bi 
many, he was informed, were ordered by the m, 
ters: and he knows, that by the laws of the iflar, 
they have fuch a power; for there is an act, pafl: 
O&. 18. 1784, for regulating the fees of the cle, 
of the market, and authorifing him to take 18d. |) 
every, flave he fhall flog, whether it be ordered | 


longing to people in town. | 
Does not remember the name of the Fren: 


slanter, who treated his negroes fo barbaroully, % 


precilely the year: but was informed of it by fev 
re 


! 
4 
i 
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Wjenada allow their flaves fale provifions and flour, 
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“1; and believes many Grenada gentlemen now in 
ngland have heard the flory. Has feen this man 


‘the beft fociety of the ifland offener than once, 
er the ftory was generally known. It was fpoken 
as a thing notorious, and believed. Does not 
iow whether or not fuch atrocious aés are confi- 
lered by the better fort of people as worthy of 
veftigation or punifhment, Would willingly be- 
ve they are, by fuch, difapproved of; but never 
ard that there had been any attempt to punifh 
is offender, 

He went, in the flave fhip mentioned, to the ifland 
Antigua; was there about three weeks, in the 
ar i779: from thence to Barbadoes: was there a 
‘tnight or three weeks, and thence to St. Kirtt’s ; 
vere he ftaid about the fame time. In thefe iflands 
was moftly in the towns. 

His own affairs drew him to Grenada, 1788. At 
death of his father he inherited his flaves; but 
2 eftate being in poffeffion of the mortgagee, he 
1 give no account of the manner of providing for 
own flaves; but he underitands the planters in 


ich are brought from England. and America. 


#iny of them diftribute thefe, exclufive of the 
pund provifions, regularly every week, fome of 
Wim daily; and at times corn of various forts ei- 


tin grain or meal; but many others do not. 


ihe inhabitants of the towns in Grenada are fur- 
fed with grafs and other green provender for their 
Mfes, by plantation flaves in the neighbourhood, 


0, he believes, fometimes receive to. their own 
the money or other commodities they get in re- 


fo: but that is fometimes fold for the account of 
Mir mafters, The planters do not commonly dif- 
Pe of their grafs; but fometimes fell milk and 


ens. He is uncertain whether they cultivate 


isto fell, or for their cattle. 


le frequently converfed with the prefent chief 
tice of Grenada, who told him the fact already 
7 mentioned, 
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noultry, pork, kids, and goats, their own property, 
Bnd raifed by themfelves, 

— Suppofes it coft him two fhilings a day each to 
Mnaintain hisshorfes in erafs and other green provender, 
p)nd that erafs is more leis picked the year round: that 
Whe provifions of the flaves on the fortifications at 
arenada were only the allowance made by govern- 
Pysent, of 71b. of bread and 4 of falt fith per week 
pach, without any ground provifions from matters ; 
et of this is not certain. The rations neceffary for 
heir fupport in this fervice, he apprehends, were af- 
ertained by the commander in chief; and the quan- 
ity of their labour by managers and overfeers, no 


ner as the W. Indians themfelves. A white ora 
lack man was fent by the owner with his flaves, to 
ke care of them; and fuppofes a perfon was fet 
ver the whole by the commander in chief to fee that 
ley did their duty. Does not remember any foldiers 
ere employed to work on the fortifications; or 
ether the excefs of labour, in carrying burthens as 
efore mentioned, was to be afcribed to the perfon 
HpPpointed on the part of the king, or thofe fent to 


lere ig an act of affembly, conftituting a joint com- 
ictee of the council and affembly, to {ee to this fer- 
ce of the flaves and their food: but that never- 
icle{s thofe employed by the committee can ill treat 
 flaves in many refpects, without its coming to 
}eir knowledge. 

| Says he might have put his eftate under cultivation 
getting ilaves from the houfe Backhoufe and 
Jarleton in Grenada; but knowing when in Africa, 
pw happy the negroes were there, and the unjutti- 
}ble means of enflaving them, their cruel ufage on 


onfiftent with his ideas of right, purchale any flaves, 
pecially as he did not intend to remain on the 
antation himfelf, 


He 
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Pare Bl, 


Ker rae) 


Juropean officer being fo competent to judge of ei-P. 319. 


Ke care of the flaves by the planters. He believes Pp, 320. 


ip-board and in the Weft Indies, he could not, P, 
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1790. | 
Parc. II.the town of St. George, and on inquiry found thy 


tev had belonged to Guinea fhips which had left the 


P, 323.was cultivated in cocoa and provifions, and confilt 


P. 324.cuting his office, and bad character, was particular], 


32 


i 
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He has feen many difeafed and difabled feamen [ 


there. 1 tf 

-Could not fay it was likely any planter would ti 
defirous of interfering very actively, to remedy th, 
fmaller abufes practifed by white people on their nj. 
eroes; nor what Mr. Bruce’s method was of curir 


the tetanus; but Mr. B. affured him, from the tin| 


he had loft none, or but one or two children. FE 
thinks one part of his method was, to give the wa 
men immediately before the labour, a large air 
room, : 

Does not pretend to fay that all flaves in Gre) 
nada are ill ufed, but believes that bad ufage 1s to’ 
general, Some he knew who treated their flav 
well. 3 j 

As to happy ftate of negroes in their own coun 
try, he can fpeak pofitively only of that part of th 
coaft where has been, which might be rather lefs tha: 
40 miles extent. | 

His plantation he purchafed from Mr. Townfenc 
the treafurer of Grenada, who was truftee of his fé 
ther’s eftate. It lies in the parifh of St. David, an. 
about feven or eight miles from George’s Town, 1! 


| 


of about 250 acres. At prefent it is uncultivatec 
and no flaves belong to it. [ 

On inquiry of chief juftice, he mentioned one in’ 
ftance of a white man being brought to trial, ani 
hanged for the murder of a flave; but faid, he be 
lieved if this murderer had been a man of good cha 
racter, or had had friends or money to pay for th 
flave, he would not have been brought to trial. H 
was of a very bad character, and had been obliged t) 
leave Barbadces on that account. At Grenada heha 
been a bailiff’s follower, and from his rigour in exe 


obnoxiou 
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hoxious to the inhabitants of the town of St. 1790. 
jorge. Parr, 
ite had been at St. Vincent’s and Calliaqua, and —yw~w 
_converfed with the Yellow Caribs, but not with 

Black; the latter he fuppofes a mixture of the 

low Caribbs and fome negroes caft away on the 

ad. The Caribbs had no other clothing than a 

ac or girdle about the middle, and no thoes; but 

-as far as he can recollect, were armed with cut- 

°s, The black Caribbs attended the market of p, 325, 
iefton with tobacco and other articles, which the i 
men carried. The fugar eftates which he faw un- 
cultivation in St. Vincent’s were chiefly border- 

on the fea coaift. 

Che white man who was hanged for murder he 

iks was named Bachus Prefton. 


nefs Examined—Rev. Ros. Boucnser NICHOLLS, 
Dean of Middleham, in Yorkthire, 


Vas born in Barbadoes ; refided there fome yearsP, 326, 
is youth, and two. after he was of age, from 11/68 
1770, when in holy orders. While there was en- 
:d to judge of the fituation both of field and houfe 
es: for his uncle, with whom he lived four years, 
a fugar eftate. Several others whom he vifited 
2 concerned in eftates; and in his laft refidence 
e, he himfelf refided on a very large eftate, and 
‘rved the management both of that and furround- 
Jeftates. The fituation of flaves with refpect to 
Mand treatment, he thinks cannot be comprehend- 
finder any one general defcription, fome being well 
Jand taken care of both in ficknefs and health, and 
Hrs much neglected and feverely treated. The 
ier fo impreffed his mind, that he faid to a perfon 
ely concerned in the management of flaves, ‘This 
ple will find a Mofes;’ which perfon lately remind- 
him of the words. Never read the laws of Bar-p, 327 
oes, but underftood flaves were not protected by 
fumb. 3. R them ; 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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1790. them; that murders by owners were puntfhed by ff 

Part JI.But if not by owner, then he received the value off 
“~~ negro from the murderer, and the fine was paid |j 

the exchequer, at the fuit of the Attorney-Gen¢' 

He never underftood that where negroes were ftir! 

or ill ufed, legal redrefs had ever been applied for' 

could be obtained; what leeal provifion for it tl 

is, eannot fay. Knew often, where the maiter’s reg 

of his own intereft did not prevail, with refpect tc} 

fing his flaves well, and giving fufficient food, (4 

P, 328.Among the reft, that of one M‘Mahon, whofe feve! 
was generally mentioned, (and always with deteft' 

on, p. 338.) had deftroyed more negroes, than i 

value of the additional crops, produced by t1 

extra labour. So that though in eight years' 

paid off a confiderable debt, he was faid to have é 

troyed more negroes than the amount of it. Alfo3 

collects where flaves were reduced to a general ft 


f 


of debility and difcontent, from a want of neceffa' 
while they were urged to their accuftomed labo 
fo that he heard it obferved that the manager ¢ 
particular eftate, ‘* for a long cane would produ 
dead negro.” On the other hand, he could ment 
_ many inftances, where humanity, and a regard to" 
tereft joined in providing well for them; particul!i 
that of Dr. Mapp, whofe eftate was in the moft ft 
rifhing condition, both in refpe& to the number} 
negroes by natural increafe, and the fuccefs of | 
plantation. 
The treatment of flaves appeared to depend whi 


on the perfons who had the management of them. 4 
Flanfon Berney’s eftate was managed by his brot' 
humanely and judicioufly ; he believes without " 
punifhment, and that the eftate was productive, |} 
often heard a relation of his who had the care of fi 
ral large eftates, declare, that he would willingly li 
mit to have the power of punifhment taken 1 
him, 1f he might allow fufficient rewards for ¢' 
behaviour and labour. One eftate in particular 
conducted for two years; during which, (ioe 

, jit! 
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Winefs vifited him almoft daily) no inftance of pu-_ 1790. 
ment had occurred. And yet he declared, when Part II. 
took the management of that eftate upon hin, —.~ 
ugh there was hardly a place on the backs of the 

during negroes free from the mark of the lath, it 

‘not been fuccefsful to the owner in point of crops. 

lays, effects of owners embarraffed fituation onP, 329. 
s, is pufhing them beyond their ftrength, and lea- 

e them without their ufual allowance of provifi- 

, or any thing as a fubftitute, for a week or two ; 

; was confirmed to him by the manager of a gen- 

nan fo circumftanced. This manager alfo told 

) that the fame perfon, as well as feveral others, 

ier abridged or withheld in crop time, the ftated 

ywance given at other times. 

Jfual inftruments of punifhing negroes were the 
ng-whip, chains on the legs, irons on the neck, 

4 confinement in the dungeon. In cafes of enor- 

yes crimes, they were gibbetted alive in chains: 

- he never faw_but two inftances of the latter. The 


a ee ree > I —— Ee at 
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fleth, and leaving marks which are vifible a long 
ie; fometimes to old age. The flaves always work P, 320. 


yder a driver, with a thong whip plaited. 

The rights of marriage as among the negroes, he 
Jieves, are not protected in the {malleft degree, e1- 
yr by law or cuftom; but the chaftity of the wo- 
Jn intirely liable to invafion by the manager, or 
er white perfons. 

Natural capacity and difpofition of negroes, appre- 
jnds to be juft the fame as thofe of the whites. He 
junds his opinion on many inftances. One of a 
sro woman purchafed from a flave fhip, and given 
Jhim by his father. She appeared at firit as dull 
fd fullen as any negro he ever fiw; but on inftruc- 
n, became quite the reverie, and of her own accord 
fired to be made a Chriftian. 

She afterwards was his domeftic fervant, and by 
t fidelity to her hufband, and her good behaviour In 
| refpects, manifefted a good underftanding, and the 
| R 2 ; beit 


pean of whipping is fevere, cutting deep into 
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1790. belt difpofition. He obferved in many negroes int 
Part II.northern provinces of America, the fame improv) 
tv~ ment where equal care was taken. He remember} 
Phillis Wheatley in Bofton, an African flave, whol! 

lefs than three years, learned the Englifh languag) 

and wrote elegant Englifh verfe, which has been pui 
lifhed. 

He has feen other inftances of their ingenuity } 

arts and letters. Among others, an elegant cha} 
which a negro of Jamaica carved with a knife only) 

Their diipofition is in general affectionate whe: 

well treated, which he thinks would eafily lead # 
piety, if they were in the way of improvement. || 
Several in Barbadoes, who had attended the chure)’ 
exprefled to him a wifh to become Chriftians. Man’ 

are {fo in the Northern provinces of America; br) 
knows not of many in Barbadoes, who were inftruétes 


or baptized. 
They were generally regarded by perfons of prin’ 
ciple and education among the whites, as unfortunati 
men entitled to compaffion and good treatment; buy 
the bulk of the whites confidered them as beings c’ 
an inferior fpecies. ) 
His father had a boy who faid he was the fon of | 
prince in Africa, and taken away forcibly. He afi 
terwards knew a negro woman, who alledged that he) 
father was a king in Africa, and as fhe could fine! 
none her equals in Barbadoes, fhe would neither eail 

hor converie with any of the other negroes. This hes 
miftrefs declared had been the cafe for 20 years. | 
Apprehends the flaves frequently robbed the pro: 

vifion grounds of the neighbouring plantations:. to 
prevent which, armed watchmen are therefore fet: 

and he has heard of negroes brought home wounded. 

P. 332,Some perfons allow their negroes all Sunday, befides 
5 or 6 holidays in the year, and fometimes a Saturday 
afternoon, during the time of holing. Others allow~ 

ed lefs vacation, requiring, on Sundays, meat for the 

cattle, to be gathered twice in the day; and often ‘a 

! the) 


rr 221. 


| crop, continue the boiling of the fugar till late 1790: 
Saturday night. are VY. 


a 
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Jn one inftance recolleéts it to have been protraét- ~ V™ 
Will fun-rife, on Sunday morning; and the care 
merwards of fetting up the fugar jars, muft require 
eral hours. The flaves had commonly no other 
) than Sunday, (except as above) tocultivate their 
Wn grounds. 

Whe criterion of a manager’s merit in general, he 
prehends to be the production of large crops. 
The quantum of ground allowed the field negroes 
raifing provifions, does not admit their frequently 
jt-ffing any confiderable property. It is not likely 
y can fpare much of the produce for fale, Some- 
nes they poffefs a pig and two or three fowls; and 
Hthey have alfo a few plantain trees, thefe may be 
Jneans of fupplying them with knives, iron pots, 
ii fuch other conveniencies, as the mafter does not 
ow. 
HiCannot pofitively fay they never have expenfive 
Hats, but the utmoft he ever heard of was, that 
netimes, when a negro married, he has provided a 
s for his friends. Never underftood that the dances 
re attended with treats; and believes if their en- 
tainments had been expenfive, he fhould have 
ard of them. ‘The principal feafts they ever give, 
Jhe underftands, are after the funerals of their 
ends, when they fcatter fome provifions on the 
lave, and eat the reft themfelves, with a view of 
lding a communion with the deceafed. 

He does not recollect any inftances of the CreoleP. 333. 
Mgroes deftroying themfelves, but remembers five 
fix fuch inftances of African negroes, immediately 
er they were purchafed. 

THe knew very few free negroes. One of them 
4s wife to a Mulatto flave, on Sir Hanfon Berney’s 
ate. She was very induftrious in the care of her 
nily, and in raifing poultry to fell, with the profits 
which fhe paid for the {chooling and cloathing of 
\ children, which fhe was encouraged to do, as 
knowing 
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1790. knowing they would be free. They were baptizq 
Part If.and the whole family fo orderly, that he never hea q 
ty~y any mifbehaviour attributed to them. The hufbaif 


ferved in feveral capacities on the eftate, was vel’ 
fkilful in the care of the fick, and remarkabl 
honeft. Having met with reward and indulgend. 
by his own and his wife’s induftry, it was faid | 
amaffed rool. fterling, which he offered for his fre}! 
dom; but it was refufed, his mafter not being willin) 
to part with him at any price. What relates to hi 
own and wife’s behaviour, the witnefs knew from h. 
own obfervation. 

The only other inftance of a free negro, in hi) 
Knowledge, was of a Joe Rachell, in Bridge Towi. 
Hie was a merchant, had large and extenfive cor 
cerns, and was fo much efteemed for his honefty; 
that he was commonly admitted to the company an; 
converfation of merchants and planters. \ 

The fituation of domeftic flaves, was not by an; 
means as comfortable as that of the correfponder; 
rank of people in this country, though preferable t; 
that of field negroes. The indulgence given dome; 
ticks here, is withheld from the flaves, and thefe ar: 
hhable to corporal punifhment. In the country do} 
meftic flaves are commonly corrected by the driver 
and in town a man was employed, who went fron; 
houfe to houfe for that purpofe, who was calle; 
the Jumper. Neither does he think the ftate of fiel, 
flaves will bear any comparifon with that of the la) 
bouring poor in this country; becaufe of the feverit: 
of the heats, which are little varied by the feafons 
becaufe the intermiffions from labour are lefs frei 
quent, and the food lefs fubftantial than in England; 
and becaufe they are perpetually fubject not only t: 
arbitrary punifhment from the chief overfeer, bu: 
from the book-keepers and drivers, who follow then, 
conftantly at their work with the lafh, correé& then) 
before an excufe can be heard, and often vent thei; 
own refentments upon them, under the plea of pu: 
nifhing them for negligence. | 


Th 
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| The white people called Tenants, who ferve in the 1790. 


i 
| 


‘litia for a {mall allotment of land, commonly Part If. 
ik in their grounds with the negroes, if they have ww 
iy; or if not, cultivate them by their own labour. 
Whefe ufually raife provifions, but not canes. Many 

hites in Barbadoes exercife handicraft trades; fuch 
| carpenters, joiners, mafons, copper-fmiths, black- 
aiths, fhoemakers, &c. and alfo fome of the poorer 
Yhites fpin cotton for the lamps in the boiling 
Noufes. Whites are alfo employed in the coafting 
effels, and as fifhermen. 

In refpect to ftocks of flaves, kept up by the births P. 335- 
aly, underftood from Dr. Mapp’s fon, that the 
ock on the eftate to whicn he had juft fucceededy 
Jad increafed fo much, that there was a redundance 
yifficient, nearly, to ftock another eftate. Another 
Nhftance which came within his own obfervation, was 
“f flaves, the property of the Rev. Mr. Carter, who 
Aicreafed confiderably; they cultivated his glebe, 
Nnd he annually planted canes, which were manu- 
jactured into fugar at an adjoining eftate. His own 
‘rother informed him, that his negroes had doubled 
Vheir number by natural increafe in twenty years; 
‘nd he believed they were generally employed in 
common field bufinefs, as other negroes. He had 
reard of feveral others of his acquaintance, who had 
‘kept up their ftocks by the natural increafe, without 
‘ourchafe. In converfation with judicious planters, 
Nhe underftood it to. be their opinion, that the rear- 
ng of flaves on the eftates, depended much on the 
anagers. 

Remembers to have feen two Guinea failors, who 
were lame, begging in the country, at the houfe of 
a perfon who had relieved many fuch, by extracting 

the Guinea.worm, and healing fores contracted in 
What fervice. - , 

Cannot fay what difference a long refidence of the 
blacks in the iflands might occafion, as to their hap- 
pinefs, as he did not himfelf make a long refidence ; 


“he however remembers both to have feen and heard, 
; that 


, aps “WC 
are Tr - . 


Tes 


| E a Part I]. emaciated, and inca pable of work, fo as even| 

fen |e a : S<y~ refiit all attempts to confole and adminitter nouri| 
as. ment to then { 
\ ‘3 P. 336. Never faw the act of branding; has feen man} 


hon’ 
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1790. that thofe newly imported, were often dejedt 


but does not ret member how they arole, nor wherl 
| they were made in Africa, on board fhip, or ell 
A! aor where. Were not many. ' 
Pos Never heard of any nation of negroes prone! 

fuicide in their own country. Befides the five me, 
tioned, who deftroyed themfelves the day after thr} 
were purc chafed, a EN to have heard of | 
flave who deftroyed himielf, fometime after he W. 
purchafed, fuppofed from dejeétion, and certain§ 
not from ill treatment. 


jae » 


P. 337: Does not know by what lay the pecuniary Py 
nifhments, annexed to the murder of a flave, are in 
pofed. He fuppoies it to be by aa act of the md 
becaufe the laws of this country indi&t a differe: 


punifhment for murder. When a law is palica. : 
the ifland, he apprehends it is immediately feat tot 
prefented to the King in council, and is valid cake 
negatived within three years, without any diftin® aE 
probation of the law being so exprefied. 

P. 339. While in Barbadoes, many particulars mentione 1 
by him, which fell not within his own perfonal know | 
ledge, he had from his father and brother, who re} 
fided near him. They at haces times had the ear | 
of flaves, to the amount of between 1cco and 200. 

and knew the ftate of the whole sarees fome par. 
ticulars had been communicated to him by letters 
and moft of the information fince, he had from a per.J 
fon then inEngland. Has converfed and correfpond: 
ed with 2nother gentlema n of fome diftinGtien, a pro- 
prictor of eftates and flaves in Barbadoes, and has Deer. 
oF in both countries, within the laft 10 years, but ab-, 
ae © Jent from Barbadoes about five years. Has under- 
ive ss ftood from himfelf and fome difinterefted perions. 
lei p et that the management on his plantation fince NW ab-. 
| ence; 
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nce, has not been prejudicial to the flaves in point 1790. 
treatment and provifion in the fmalleft degree. — Part If. 
He lived much with his father and uncle who were ~~ 
ymane men ; recolleéts but one inftance of correc- P+ 339 
bn of a negro by either of them, and that was for 
Yeaking open a ftore, and ftealing a pipe of wine, 

- this he thinks the culprit received 24 lafhes. 
ps his laft refidence on the ifland, he avoided 
Ning the punifhment of flaves, yet recolle¢ts fecing 
tem with irons upon the feet and neck, and once 
have heard a tremendous punifhment adminiftered, 
hich he did not fee; it was for running away, and 
Mnfifted of Go lafhes on the breech with a thick whip. 
perfon in the fervice of the owner, who ordered that 
rrection, told him that the flave was compelled 
"tun away by harfh treatment; and another who 
iv the punifhment, that the whip had made incifions 
vee enough for the finger to be laid in. 
The flave was afterwards fent to the dungeon. 
ty thinks the fevereft chaftifement he can re- 
ect. 
Py redtion with the whip was generally on theP. 340. 
ck, on all parts of which, it was common to fee 
ty laree wheals (the remains of lafhes). On fud- 
provocation believes the blows to be on the 
ck; in formal punifhments on the breech. 
Does not remember an inftance of property acquired 
-any negro flave, beyond that of Tom Perryman, 
> mulatto already mentioned. Believes they have 
dulgencies, but to what extent is uncertain. On 
‘ther recollection remembers another flave, of the 
“ne Sir Hanfon Berney, who was employed to carry 
=rum of the eftate to market and fell it, and to 
tke bargains for fmall fupplies, with the traders in 
vn; for which he had fome indulgence allowed 
| , and lived comfortably upon it; but whether 
} had acquired any property or not, the witnefs is 
ycertain. This man he believes had alfo a free 
oman for his wife. 


‘Numb. 3 


NicHouus,. 
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1790. Speaks only to what he knew; and does not ful i 
Part II. pofe that his want of a more extenfive knowledge |, 
wey the fubject, is to criminate other gentlemen, many |, J 
whom poffeffed principles of honour and humanit | 

though he could not fee a detail of their eftates. [J 

By G41. Cannot however think himfelf entitled to fay whi) 
encouragement was generally given to negroes of t), 

above defcription; or, from the fentiment then form} 

ed, and ever fince poffeffed (fetting afide on one hat, 
particular inftances of great. feverity, and on t), 

other hand particular pibanaes of great humanit’ 

that treatment altogether humane and proper, w. 

the lot of fuch as he, baci eathes obferved or heard ¢ 

Has repeatedly feen negroes, at the negro-marke, 
in Bridge-Town, on Sundays, felling feveral differe) 
articles of vegetables, and poultry, fometimes pi) 
meat; but of other meat but little, as they never kee: 
the larger cattle... Goats.are eas difcouraged, al, 
the pigs neceffarily confined, left they fhoul Idi injul, 
the canes. Whatever returns the negaes obtain, i 
believes are allowed to themfelves. i 

He refides between his two livings at Middlehay, 
in Yorkfhire, and Stony Stanton in Leicefterfhir, 
One farmer of Leicefterfhire informed him, that L, 
gave tol. a year and board to his waggoner. Ané 
ther, that he gave gl. a year and board to his day, 

Pat labourer.. In "Stony Stanton parifh, a day labour 
in agriculture had 6s. per week, and a load of coa, 
brought 17 miles from the pits free of expenfe.. n 
all other maters he found himfelf, except in harve, 
time, when he was allowed provifions. In Yorkthit, 
he believes labour is rather dearer. About Middle 
ham he gave 14d. a day for labour in the garde: 
from between feven and eight in the morning to hy 
in the afternoon. 

In Leicefterfhire the average wages of laboutin| 
men in the farming bufinels, who. find themfelve: 
and contract to ferve the year through, he under 
ftands is 6s. per week. The food of fuch he camnc 


{pecify, but as it is a cheele country, fuppofes the 
chee! 
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| indays, of which they commonly make broth; alfo 
Jans in fummer; bread with | hog’s lard inftead of 
itter; meal fried with lard, fi ced apples, and {mall 
eces of bacon, if they have any, and potatoes. 
Bis is a general defcription of the fare of fuch 
‘yourers. 


Ines aids from his “wife's {fpinning, knitting, and 
ner work, by which they earn from’ 3d to 6d. per 
y; alfo froth corn-gleanings, which are fometimes 
‘nfiderable ; befides the relief which he obtains dur= 
Ny harveft, in more fubftantial living. Some of 
‘m have a little bit of garden ground, others hire 
nd and keep a-cow, or have the priviledge of a 
\mmon. In Stony Scanton the bulk of the labouring 
habitants are employed in themanufacturing of ftock- 
From the means thus {tated they generally are 
abled to furnifh themfelves and families, with ne- 
VTary. food, and defr ay the expenfe of houfe rent, 
thing, med cal affiftance, and other incidental 


=n, who never had fo much after her widowhood, 
Wd yet maintained, and brought them up to be in- 
‘ftrious members of the community, and parents 
families, without affiftance from the parih: and 


infort, and brought up anufefu! family. Several other 
Rafites are adduced to fhew, that a fober man with 
induftrious family, is capable of maintaining them, 
a day-labourer only. In Yorkfhire prizes have 
2n given away to fome fuch, who have brought up 
‘ge Hammities, with no other affi{tance than théte own 
your. Inthe inftance above mentioned of the wo- 
Mon and children, the woman ee worfted, andaf-' 
Ned the witnefs, who attended her when dying, 
it in order to keep her family from the parifh, fhe 
“up to {pin through the whole of two or chree’ 
; ee: nights 


jother day-labourer, who had uinformly lived with: 


Seg 


eefe enters largely into their diet, with wheaten and 17909. 
e, and fometimes barley bread. They ufe fome Part II. 
Ait not much oatmeal, and frefh butcher’s meat on “WY 


WBefides the 6s. wages, fuch a labourer has fome-P, 343. 


anges. He inftances' a widow left with two chil-P. 344, 
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Part II.Jabourer, his wife was dead at the time mention} 
mev~ but he brought up two fons in the ftocking tra 


T3460) ee he as he obferved, where the flaves in Bart 


P. 347+ 


W. Iwpores 
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nights in the weck. In the other inftance of the d} 


one of which living with him earns gs. per wee 
the daughter is induftrious, and appears very dece' 
In vifiting the father when fick, fhe was fometini 
{pinning, at others knitting, or nurfing her father} 


does were under judicious and humane matters, thi 
were well fed, clothed, lodged, taken care of in fic! 
nefs; and treated with rade ad and lenity. 1 
confiders liberty as the firft comfort of life, as wi 
as an unalienable right; that the want of it leffe) 
the comforts of life, and is a fource of continual ri 
egret, by cutting off the hope of bettering one’s co} 
dition, asin the cafe of Tom Perryman, before-me 
tioned, &c. To fhew that this is not mere fpecul” 
tion, Reaoid give inftances in England, of agricu 
Fopal gies rifing into ficuaciene that enaald 
them to marry with a : fortune of £500, and provic! 
well for, and educate their children, at grammar at’ 
boarding {chools. ! 

Does not believe, that negroes are not fo fufcey 
tible of the fentiment of liberty, as the free peafan| 
in England: for the feveral rebellions engaged in bi 
the negroes, and elpecially the 2 great rebellioni 
mentioned by Long, in his Hiftory of Jamaica, a 
ficiently prove the contrary. 

He conceives diet and accommodations of the le 
bouring peafantry here, more fubftancial than the 
of the negroes, and is confirmed in that opinion, b 
the large ‘lize, health, and long life, of many of ther 
in Yorkthire, particularly at Weft Whitton, where 
out of about §0° inhabitants, there is a large prc! 
portion of pealantry, anfwering the above defcrip 
tion in all points ; and in the parifh of Bolton, adjoin, 
ing, there is {carcely a day labourer, who does nc 
keep acow. Does not fay this reprefentation hold: 
univerfally, but thinks ic unfair in forming a compa 
rilon, between the negroes in the Welt Indies, ani 
peafantr 
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afantry of Britain, to take a part of the one which 1799. 
beft treated, to compare with the whole of the” V™ 
ter, among which, though there are many in com- 

table circumf{tances, yet there are many others 
tremely diftreffed for the fubfiftence of themfelves 
dfamilies. But if he was to judge from his ownP, q48, 
fervation (fetting afide liberty wn the one hand, =~ 

d cruelty on the other) he fhould prefer the con- 

tion of a peafantin England, believing it, if even 

th equal labour, to be much preferable. 

Stated allowance of food to negroes in Barbadoes, 

der what is called good management, was, g pints 
Guinea, or Indiacorn, and 1 pound, 14 or 2 pound 

falt ith, or from 4 to 6 herrings per week. This 

is the fpecies of provifion in moft inftances, that 

1 within his obfervation throughout the year. 

aere was fometimes a variation, by allowing yams 
eddoes, or pidgeon peas, the growth of the ifland, 

lieu of the corn: but does not recollect that oat- 

eal, meal of wheat, or rye, were ever offered as a 
fbtticute: nor that there was a fufficient growth of 

ffada, to anfwer that purpofe. Buifcuit, four and 

tmeal, have been allowed in ficknels, and particu- 

‘ly in fluxes; but rarely in health. On fome 

sates the weekly allowance was equal to 12 pints 

corn, and 6 herrings, to field negroes ; but to wo- 

=n not working in the field, and children, it was 

uch fhort; and alfo to thofe paft labour. Some 

imane matters have continued the ufual allowance 
negroes paft labour, and this was noted as very 

mane, | f 

The above-mentioned articles of food, varyintheP, 349. 
gree of nutrition they afford; Guinea and India 

ro are lefs nutritious than wheat or barley. When 

jdia corn happens to be heated in the hold of the 

ip, itcreates diforders. Eddoes are the moft nutri- 

nus and wholefome article of food in the iflands: 

“ms are lefs fo. Potatoes and pidgeon peas are 
Nolefome, but the latter have a very thick coat. 

Wied herrings, with other dalt fifh, often fuffer by 
a the 
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Part tf 
in aie ed 


P. 354. It ftruck him, to {peak generally, that negro mo: 


acy age 


.ftate. Salt’ beef and pork are féldom given, b 
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the voyage, and are often in a broken, epee | 


NricHouus, }¥ 


when other provifions fail, or as a great induf 
gence, in imall quantities ;. fometimes in a bad, ai 
Jometimes a good ftate, as they happen to come \" 
market. He never knew them given as a part | 
the ftated allowance. | 

Uhe negroes frequent the Sunday markets | 
Bridge Town, with pidgeon peas, Guinea corn, ed 
does, potatoes, and whatever other native provifio 
of the ifland they can fpare, which they fell, or con}! 
mute for other fpecies of provifions. The huckftel 
often give them, at a difadvantage to the negroe, 
{mail loaves of wheaten bread for corn; for inftance’ 
a {mall half-penny loaf for a pint of Guinea corn | 
and fometimnes they fell their provifions to obtai/ 
rum, and other matters, which they think neceffar!’ 
to their convenience, This exchange 1s often mad | 
when the negro, tired of his labour, has not time ¢ 
inclination, to grind the corn, -or fetch water, and 
procure fuel to boil it for ufe. i 


thers commonly went into the field too early afte’ 
their delivery, taking their children, while yet very! 
tender, with them; that the milk of the mother be?! 
came feverifh with labour, and the heat of the fur' 
too powerful forthe child, which was commonly éx-’ 
poled in a bafket, and in rainy weather unsheltered! 
Fife underftood that this was fo generally the pra¢tice, 
that fome humane gentlemen, refident in England 
many years fince, gave directions to their overfeers,! 
to obferve a contrary praétice. i 2 
Fe never heard that MsMahon, already mention-| 
ed, ever fuffered any other ill confequence from his’ 
feverity to his negroes, than the lofs confequeny 
thereon. | 
Again, not having any right to their children, i” 
a difcomfort necefiarily refulting from the conttitu 
tion of human nature; and efpecially as thofechilé | 
rea, if females, may be fubjected to’ the brutal 3 
0 
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their fuperiors, without remedy from Jaw. The 1790. 
Djing obliged to labour at the will of another; the Part if, 
Jing unprotected by laws, and enduring punifhment, ——~ 
piiche caprice of another, are certainly inconvenien-P. 356. 
Bis, which neceflarily arife out of flavery itfelf, and 

Jevent a fair comparifon being made between a 

ve and a free man. . 


i 


itnefs examined,—Hewry Exntuison, Gunner of 
the Refiftance Man of War. 


He thinks his firft voyage was in 1759, to Gam-P, 361. 
4; was in the flave trade till about 1770; was 
Jeffled in 17715 was 3 voyages to Gambia, 1 to 

min, 1 to Old Calabar, 2 ta New Calabar, and 1 
\Ifle de Los. 
A native, called captain Lemma, came on board 
}ir fhip to receive his cuftoms; he faw a canoe in 

pre, with 3 people in it (anold man, a young man, 
Nid a woman) he ordered one of his canoes to take 

jis canoe, which they did, and brought the people 
board, and Mr. Wilfon’s chief mate bought the 
ung man and woman, the other being too old, 
‘Ys refufed. J,emma ordered the old man into the — 
Jnoe, his head was chopped off, and immediately 
rown overboard. Lemma had many war canoes; 
me had 6 or 8 fwivels; he brought about, 10 when 
received his cuftoms ; he feemed to be feared by 
ereft of the natives. Mr. E. did not fee acanoeP. 362. 
jt on the river while he was there, except this, and 
they had known he had been out, they would not 
Ive come. He difcovered.by figns, that the old 
pn killed, was the 2 negroes father, and that they 
pre brought there by force; could not. conceive 
‘rama had any right to fell them, they were not his 
pects. Leinma ftaid about. 10-days near theirP. 363. 
‘ip; he was on board every day to get his cuftoms, 

d eat and drink. 


He 
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1790. He never remembers any flaves brought on boal! 
Part Il. with marks of wounds. Does not remember aj! 
tv other inftance of flaves being obtained by fraud | 
force. 4 

He has known many boys and girls, in every fh) 
he has been in, without parents and near relation 

He fpeaks the Mandingoa, and has often converfd! 

with flaves that {poke it, who all faid they had bed 

ftolen and fold. i 

He has often known flaves brought on board }) 

the night inthe Gambia; fuppofes they were afrai! 

to be feen in the day; he has affifted in fetchin’ 

P. 364,canoe boys on board in the night. It is commoi/ 
when their mafters want goods, or for trifling oj! 

fences, thefe boys are brought on board. We feto’ 

them in our own boats from their mafters houfes| 

when afleep in the night, for fear they fhould efcape | 
fuppofes they could not know they were to be fold: 

or they would have made their efeape ; he has know! 

their mafter call them out of the canoe to bring hin’ 
fomething, and when on board, immediately put 1) 

irons. | 

He never faw thefe canoe-boys ill treated; hal 

feen them eating and drinking in the fame houf| 

with their matters, and fometimes with them: | 

He knew 2 flaves taken from Furnandipo whil’ 

there, by the Dobfon’s boat of Liverpool, and car! 

ried to (‘Id Calabar, where the fhip lay. He went fo: 

yams a few days after, and fired, as a fignal to the 
natives, to bring them; feeing fome of them peey! 
through the bufhes, wondered why they would no! 

come to the boat; he fwam on thore, fome camé 

round him; an old man made figns a fhip’s boat hac’ 

ftole a man and woman; he was foon furrounded by 
numbers, who prefented darts to him, fignifying) 

they would kill him if the man and woman were no! 
brought back. The people in the boat fired fome 

f, 365. thot, when they all ran into the woods; they left ¢ 
goat and fome yams, which they put into the boat) 

and ftaid to tee if they would return, but they dic 

not 
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btain Briggs told the c 


| The traders raifed the 
te. Captains would not give it, but thought to 
pel them by firing upon the town, They fired 
hot fhot from the fhip, and fet feveral houfes on 
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10 were much dejected, All theP, 366. 


es he faw brought on board were very much de- 
ed. He never jaw the women otherwife than 
Heft and decent. , | 

e has feen both. men and women work in the 
Is, 

ic has feen flaves -faint away in fhips from heat 
ftench. — es 

hey were always much crouded. Had two tier 
People on one deck. One on platform. They 
® much crouded in the Nightingale, a frall 
W> about 170 tons, Purchafed 270 flavés. Thirty 
B mefied and flept in long-boat all the Middle 
yage. No room below. ats 


chafed 375 flaves. } 

hinks only buried 6 or 7 in the Nightingale, 
efemarkably healthy. They buried near 200 in 
aon: Laft man brought on, board had the 
Wl-pox. Dodétor told Mr. Wilfon it was the 
lumb, 3. T fmall-pox, 


he Briton, 230 or 240 tons. Much crouded, P. 367. 
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1790. finall-pox, who would not believe it, but faid | 
Part I].would keep him, as he was a fine man. It ff 
tov broke out amongtt the flaves. He has feen the p) 
form one continued fcab. Hauled up 8 or 10 fli 
dead of a morning. 


P, 368. Men flaves generally fettered on board veftel!’ 
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The flefth and fkin peeled: 
their wrifts when taken hold of, being inti} 
mortified. | 

They buried in the Nightingale’s fecond vo f 
about 150, chiefly of fevers and flux. They}; 
250 when they left the coaft. 
failed in, being two and two fhackled toget!! 
When brought on deck, a chain is reeved throus| 
ring on the fhackle on their legs, and locked a: 
the barricado. They are chained on both fide } 
deck. They are made dance every day; fometi! 
are willing to dance, fometimes compelled by 
cat. | 

Las known in the Middle Paffage, in rains, fi! 
confined below for fome time. | 


He has freque| 
feen them faint through heat, the fteam cot | 
| 


through the gratings like a furnace. Has t 
obliged to get on deck, left they would die in 


rooms. 

Never faw wind fails ufed in any veffel. N°’ 
faw flaves treated il] in any fhips but the Briton’ 
Nightingale. 


Has known Mr, Wilfon order eight or tent’ 
atime, for making a little noife in the night’ 


them up to the booms, flog them feverely w! 
wire cat, and afterwards clap the thumb-f{crews U 
them, leaving them in that ftate till morning. | 
has feen their thumbs mortify, fevers enfue,. 
death. a | 

The women making a little noife over head v 
the captain was dining, he came out, and wi 
wire cat began to flog away among them: 6 ju 
overboard, 5 of which were drowned. The ¢ 


he ordered to be ducked at the crotchet-yard- 


\ 
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| 

| 

| was led up and down a dozen times, he believes. 1790. 
2 died, he thinks, next day. | meta Lie 
ithe Nightingale was lying in New Calabar river, ~~~ 
jen the flaves rofe on board the Africa, They P. 369. 
Bire quelled, and about eight or ten picked out as 
‘ringleaders, for punifhment: they were tied to a 

ire maft, and the people of the Africa, with the 

jat’s crew of the Nightingale, took fpell and fpell 
fogging them, till they all were tired; yet they 

re fo ftubborn they never cried out. Captain 

rter came on board, and ordered fome cooks 
mentors and tongs to be made red hot, and with 

own hands burnt their bare breech in a moft 

radful manner. 

Slaves often refufe their victuals; when they do, 

'y are flogged till they eat. 

Women are whipped or beaten, but not fo very 

en asmen. In the Nightingale, on the paffage, 
woman difobliged the fecond mate one day, who 

ve her a cut or two with a fmall cat he had in his 

id; fhe flew at him with great rage, but he pufhed 

‘from him, giving her three or four imart ftrokes 
th the cat. Finding fhe could not have her revenge 
him, fhe fprung two or three feet on the deck, and 
»pped down dead. Was thrown overboard about 
f an hour after, and torn to pieces by the fharks, 
The chief mate and boatfwain have charge of the 
n; the fecond mate and gunner, if there is one, 
the women; each having conftantly a cat in their 
id, 

Slaves, at the time of their dancing, always fingP. 
fome tune or other in their own way; has often 
ard them fing mournful tunes in the night. 

Befides the inftance given of flaves rifing, they 
empted it in the Upton, but it came to no head, 
few, though women, had got out of irons). 

As to the fituation of feamen in different fhips he 
been in, refpecting food, lodging, and general 
atment: — The ailowance was {mall in all the 
(ps, efpecially in the Middle Paflage; were always 
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1790. at allowance outward and homeward. In the Midd) 
Part Il. Paflage, were. obliged to fetch a gun-barrel from 
wey top-mait-head when they wanted to drink, and} 
carry it back without permitting another to ufd! 

at the time: has often been drier before he cai 
down again, than when he firft went up; but d 

not bring the barrel down a fecond time till fow 
other had ufed it: the fick fo long as they were ali 

were obliged to do fo; remembers one who hf 

bad ulcerated legs, when he had got half way uy) 

the main fhrouds, was fo weak he could get no fu 

ther; he and another went and helped him doy 
again, and begged of the doctor to give hima a 
decoay ion, which at firft he refute but afterwari! 

gave him a fmall pannikin full. The man died 

a day or two after, Ap: 372+) | 
Never was in a fhip in which the feamen had| 

place to put their heads in below,. but were oblig¢| 

to jie upon deck in all weathers. i 

» 370, The feamen he faw worfe ufed, were thofe in | 
Briton and in the Nightingale: they had nothiv 

elfe but bad treatment in thofe two bee from tl! 

firft of the voyage to the laft. (p. 371.) q 

On board the Briton was a boy whom Wilfont'| 

chief mate was always a beating. One morning in th 
paflage out, he had not got the tea-kettle boiled ' 

time tor his breakfaft ; when it was brought, he to! 

him he would feverely flog him after breakfalt ; fil 

P. 3 ,,fear, the boy went into the lee fore chains: when Ve 
¢ came from the cabin, and called for Paddy, (t! 
name he went by, being an irifh boy) he would nj 

come, but remained in che doce Ghains. ; on which Vi 

went forward, and attempted to haul him in; whe 
the boy } jumped overboard, and was drowned. 
Another time, on the aa paffage, Wialfon o: 

dered one James Alliion, (a man he had been cont 

Due ally beating for every trifle) to go into the we 

men’s room to { bas it; he faid he was not able, fa 

he was very unwell, but W. obliged him to go down 

he did not fate ie begin to {crape ; wile W, of 
ferving 


by 
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ving, afked why he did not work, and was anfwer-| 1790. 
as Beier é: that he was not able, on which he threw Part Il. 
andipike at him, which Rial lim in the*breart’ ew 
i he dropt down to appearance dead ; he recovered 

ttle, but died next day. 

[nthe Nightingale, on the paffage, the gunner was 

the barricado with a mufker, as a centry, while 
‘flaves were going down; happening to look aft, 

was afked by captain why he did not look for- 

rd at the flaves, faid, ‘‘ That -he could willingly 

in the mufket, and blow his brains out:”? but did 
pthink the captain heard him. When the flaves 

re down, the captain caufed him to be tied up, and 

soed very feverely. He died in two or three days 

er, 
As to the feamen leaving their fhips, on the coat 
‘Africa; the boatfwain and five of the crew of the 

cenix of Brifto], Cap. Bifhop, made their efcape in 

+yawl, but were taken up by the natives. When 

» captain heard it, he ordered them to be kept a- 

we, at Foreé, a {mall town at the mouth of Cala- 
river, chained by the necks, legs, and hands, and 

have each a plantain a day only. The boatfwain, Pay oe 
© had been a fhip-mate of the witnefs’s, and a ve- 

good feaman, died raving mad in his chains; the 

ier five alfo died in their chains. 

As to the the motives which induce feamen to en- 

on board Guinea fhips, believes they are compel- 

-by want; by getting in debt to their landlords, 

en they muft go on board a Guineaman, or to gaol. 

A ey 5: ). Landlords are fure of getting ¢ paid by the 
vance-money the failor has to receive on entering 

o the Guinea employ, if no other way. (p. 377. ye 

AAs to his opinion, Get is moft advantageous to 

; ey to become a failor or go to oaol—to be- 

gne a iailor, he thould fuppofe. (p. yin 

Has hen | in many W. India iflands, Barbadoes and 

maica in particular; where he has often teen Gui- 

a failors lying on the wharts, and under the cranes 

Boolt at the point of death, with large ulcers upon 

/ their 
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1790. their legs and feet, and in a ftarving ftate: and | 


Part IJ. has often carried them provifions from his fhip. H| 
wv alfo feen the negroes carrying them when dead}, 


P. 373.caufe he knew, and had failed with fome of them, a} 
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Spring Path, and burying them. Believes they ht 
all whom he faw, left their fhips from bad ufa 
without wages. It is commonly the cafe. Mal) 
told him they got no pay, but were glad to get afhoj| 
He knew them to have belonged to Guineamen, |} 


others told him fo. Never faw any belonging to otlij 
fhips than Guineamen in that ftate. | 

Was almoft daily on fhore, for eighteen mane 
at Kingfton, where he has {een fix or feven flay 
whipped of a morning, by a man they called Totn| | 
Jumper; their backs much cut, and the blood tu 


I 


f 


order, it was faid, for running away. i 

As to appearance of field and town-flaves, ty 
lait are always better dreffed, and look better; ti 
other look very poor and were always badly clothes 
much marked with the whip. | 

They often bring down fugar and rum from t’ 
country to be fhipped; when aboard they would by 
and pray fora bit of bifcuit and beef, which th, 
are very thankful for, (p. 374). 

On Sundays they generally bring fome little tn) 
or other from the country to fell, fuch as orange 
plantanes, &c. to the value of half a bit, a bre, 4 
two bits each; does not remember ever feeing the; 
have any pigs or kids to fell. As to their being. 
well protected by laws, as to be able to fell thefe a, 
ticles unmolefted and for their own ufe; does nj 
think there is any law for them, has feen their thiny 
taken by the failors and then beat for afking the 
money; they would run crying through the ftreq 


and even follow them down to the boats, but they g4 
neither the things nor their money (p. 375): 3 


| 
1 sam INDIES. ELLISON. 1st 
Has been many voyages to Virginia'and Mary- 1790. 
hd, and has often gone through the tobacco plan- Part IT. 

Hi-ions while the flaves were at work. ened 
pe! much better than thofe in the W. Indies; P- 374+ 

bre much better clothed, and not fo hard worked, 

ving feldom feen a driver over them with his whip; 

ey generally work by themfelves; has feen them 

their viGtuals often, in their houfes, and they 

-med to have plenty. 

Has feen the flaves on board when fold in the W_P. 375. 

dies, very much diftreffed at the profpect of fepa- 

‘ion. 

Was fifteen or fixteen years old when he went firft 

Africa; his firft voyages were to Gambia. Talked 

e Mundingo tongue pretty well ; underftood but 

tle of the other negro languages; does not recol- 

& how old he was when told by the flaves that they 

tre all ftolen, but they commonly told him fo in 

ery voyage he has been, in the beft manner they 

uld make themfelves underftood. His higheftP. 376. 

rth on board a Guineaman was that of gunner. 

Has been in the king’s fervice fince 17713 firft 

Mition there, quarter gunner: has been gunner in 

e Refiftance tince June 1784 (p. 377.) 

H The canoes on the coaft of Africa are rowed by 

Hives. Matters often fell their canoe boys. Such 

noe boys as have been fold, he believed to have 

‘en flaves to thofe who fold them. Captain Lemma 

Ved a good way up Benin River: the people whom 

§: feized in the canoes, lived at a little fifhing town 

‘ the mouth of the river, fubject he believes to the 

I the king of Benin: he was very much feared by 

Ne natives of that part: cannot fay whecher he was 

war with the king of Benin from his taking away 

"s fubjects. 

‘Lemma was generally confidered as a pirate, 

>». 377) 

The natives know very well, that if pawns are 

‘ot redeemed before the fhip fails, they will be car- 
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Witnefs 


[ 
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P. 377... Has made about 19 voyages, chiefly to the G 
Coaft. Never knew Africans go to war, to proed; 
flaves to the fhips. On the contrary, when wh 
have happened, it has been of the utmoft prejud); 
to the fhipping. || 

P. 378... Was at Annamaboe, when the king of Afhant 

made war again{t the Fantees, which fo totally fo} 

the trade, that he lay fixteen months there, befd, 
he was fully flaved. The Afhantees failed: of eo} 


i 


} 


quering the Fantee country. ‘The Fantees, on 1 
contrary, took, many Afhantees prifoners; moft 
whom would have been fold, and fome put to deat, 
‘but for Mr. Brew, who propofed to the king of 4 
fhantee the redemption of thofe prifoners, which | 
gladly acceded to. Thinks kidnapping impofiibl, 
As certain the governors of forts could not with in| 


| 
i 
punity deize and fell the natives; they are then, 


felves too much in their power to attempt it; nevi 


knew governors give any fuch orders. _ Knows it 


impracticable. i 

P, 379) Has been frequently at Cape la Hou; nev) 
"-knew or heard of natives carried from thence frat 
dulently. Natives come on board as freely as, 

-boat would board a Gait! i the Thames. -) 

Qn the Gold Coaft the cultivation is very tr 

fling: that for corn (which is very rude) is Gi 

that there is no certainty of fupply there; im, tl 
‘Bight of Guinea, at Bonny, the only cultivation |} 

-knew was of yams. Is certain, that in Africa th¢ 

know nothing of the manufacture of indigo, f¢ 

both indigo and blue are carried from Europe, {4 

the, ufe of the gentlemen in the forts: and you cal, 

not pleale a female better than by giving her aly 

tle of either, with which they paint themfelves. _ 

Never failed in the night from Africa; it is th. 

cuftom to fail in the morning, to have the ea 

| winds: 
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ds: from Bonny it is impofible to {ail in the 179). 
hc, the river is too dangerous, Part Il. 

de is not at prefent ‘concerned in the African GW 

de, either as captain or merchant. 

pile took on board the Elizabeth, one of the fhipsP. 380. 

ch he commanded, 546 flaves; was peculiarly 

ortunate in the lofs of flaves and crew; had at 
period fmall-pox, meafles, flux and fever on 

rd; whereby he loft 158 flaves; a ereater lofs 

1in any 6 of his voyages together. Loft alfo 22p. 381. 

of 52 feamen; 45 of which Englifh, and 7 Spa~  ~ 
ds. The latter lofs was chiefly owing to intem- 

ince ;-they were not to be controuled, 

s confident the king of Afhantee’s motives for 

upon the Fantees, was to conquer their coun- 

ashe has often heard from the king’s brother 

nephew, who were: hoftages with Mr. ‘Brew } 

not fuppofe he had any view to flaves in making 

on the Fantees, having no means of conveying 

1 to the fea but through their country. 

aves fold to the Europeans, come under the fol- 

ngdefcription; fome are born flaves, a few taken 

Mar, others forfeit their liberty by crimes, and 

y fold’ for witchcraft ; by fuch means flaves aré 

ined in‘ general, at leaft, the natives fay fo, for 

is various voyages he has often converfed withP. 382. 
1 on the fubject. Of the flavés bought on the 

[ Coaft,one third) may be inhabitantY of ‘the 

I, the reft are Athantees and Duncoes, who both 

mW the’ Fantee language, | Septet 

dheves, the perfons fold for witchcraft, underoo 

}vious trial, though it- is fecreted from the Eu- 

ans, hw 970 OM Tor In | 

his voyages in the Alfred, “he had very few 

and: girls: in purchafing flaves they generally 

y height;"and he made a point (it was ifdeed 

rders) not! to buy any under 4 feet 4 inches: 

S laft voyage he was allowed to buy them as low 

feet: fuppofes he might have had from 40 to 

“that defeription, © 7) © ing pet 
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17900. Where our fettlements or forts are, they are to}; 
Part ILrably civilized, from their intércourfe with the Hy; 
ia ropeans, at other towns they are not fo much 
Their natural abilities he thinks much inferior to} 

people of other countries; and believes they kn/| 
nothing of morality. | 

P. 383. Having faid that kidnapping by the natives is 1 
poffible: his reafon for itis, becaufe it could not} 

done fecretly, nor with impunity. It mutt be fo 

out, either in conveying them to the water fide to| 
fhipped, or certainly after they were put on boal, 

from the free intercourfe the traders have with ! 
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fhips, it is impoffible for a perfon fo taken to! 
concealed long: he fpeaks here pofitively, as he | 


ver knew an inftance of the kind. And fhould i 


a thing be done by the firft perfon in the coun 
reftitution, in his opinion, is the leaft punith 

which would follow; does not believe perfons’ 

ever unjuitly accufed with a view to be fold. | 

Believes that flaves are fometimes fold by t 

owners through the neceflities of the owner. a 

P, 384. they have a right to do fo, he apprehends, bec! 

he has known it publickly done. One of the tra’ 

with his thip, fold him two of his houfhold flay. 

The crimes which fubject convicts to be fold, 

believes, are principally, theft, incontinence, | 

others perhaps, which he cannot fpeak to. 

He was never faather than three miles up’ 

country on the Gold Coaft. 

! 


0) 


I 


Inhabitants did not appear to decreafe in num’ 
that this fhould be the cafe, notwithftanding’ 


large drains continually made by the European | 
ders, he can account for no other way than by 
prevalence of polygamy. 


Believes the treatment of feamen in the flave ; 
| 


to be as in other voyages: as there are men of | 
ferent difpofitions in the African trade, as we 
others, their treatment will vary accordingly. 

Having faid, “ That they know nothing @ 
«¢ the manufacture of indigo in Africa,” he refe 
particularly to the Gold coaft. ! 
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Has purchafed rice on the Windward Coaft, and 1790. 
mon the Gold Coaft; but the fupply at eitherPart II, 
jace was fo uncertain, that he never depended much C~~u 
pon it, but generally carried moft of his provifionsP. 385. 
po England. 

Believes, Europeans never inquire the right per- 
ns have to difpofe of flaves; as it is taken for 

anted they have the right. 


Le ee eee seen 


Mr. Gzorcr Mizrar, Gunner of His Majefty’s 
Ship Pegafe. 


4Has been in Africa; his laft voyage to Old Cala-P, 385. 
yt in 1767, in the fhip Canterbury, Capt. Parke. 
Says, a quarrel happened between the people of 
lh and New Town, which prevented the fhips lying 
Calabar River from being flaved. Believes in 
yne 1767, Capt. Parke came one evening to witnefs, 
pd told him that the two towns fo quarrelling would 
geet on board the different fhips, and ordered him to 
',nd up fome fwords. 
| [Next day feveral canoes, as Parke had before ad- 
ttifed him, came from both of the towns on board 
¢ Canterbury, witnefs’s own fhip, and one of the 
rfons fo coming on board, brought a letter, which 
gave Parke, immediately on the receipt of which 
» P. took a hanger, and attacked one of the Old 
»wn people then on board, cutting him immedi- 
‘ly on the head, arms, &c. The man fled, ran 
wn the fteps leading to the cabin, and P. ftill fol- 
wing him with the hanger, darted into the boys 
om. Witnefs is fure this circumftance can never 
effaced from his memory. From this room heP. 386. 
1s, however, brought up by means of a rope, when 
renewed his attack as before on the man, who, 
iking for the entering port, leaped overboard. 
This being concluded, P. left his own fhip to go 
board fome of the other fhips then lying in the 
U 2 rivere 
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river. Soon after he was gone, a boy belongines! 
witnefs’s fhip, came and. intormed witners, rhai| 
had difeovered a man concealed behind the media! 
cheft. Witnels went aad found the man: He ¥ 
the perfon before mentioned to have brought a let! 
onboard. On being difcovered by witnefs he beg; 
for mercy, intreating that he might not be deliy | 
up to the people of New Town. He was brou)! 
on the quarter deck, where were fome of the Ny 
Town people, who would have killed him had th 
not been prevented. The man was then ironed j 
conduéted into the room of the men flavcs. 5 7 4/ 
Soon after the captain returned, and brought Wi 
him a New Town trader, named Wiily Honefty. | 
coming on board he was informed: of what had Ii 
ened in his abfence; believes, in the hearing! 
Willy Honefty, who immediately exclaimed, ** Ce 
‘© tain, if you will give me that man to Be 
« head, I will give you the beft man in my can} 
‘and you fhall be flaved the firft thip.’ Thec’ 
tain upon this looked into Willy Honefty’s ean} 
picked his man, and delivered the other in’ his fte!| 
when his head was immediately itruck off in wi 
nefs’s fight. | s 
Believes fome other cruelties hefides this particu’ 
aét was done, becaule he faw blood on the ftarbo.' 
fide of the mizen matt, though he does not recolli 
feeing any bodies from whence the blood might cor: 
and others in the other fhips, becaufe he heard | 
veral mufkets or piltols fired from them at the fa 
time.. This affair might laft ten minutes.. Reme 
bers a four pounder fred at a canoe, but knows | 
if any damage was done. | 
In the voyage a fickly flave got through the ! 
ceffary, and in fwimming bore herfelf higher up 
the water than he had ever feen any perfon: the d 
cumftance being told the captain, he faid, ‘* Da 
« her, let her go, fhe is not worth picking ups | 
fomething to that purpofe. | 


<— 


Recolle 


| 


the mizen rigging, and every attempt made with 
e cat and thofe inftruments they have generally on 
aid; but alltono purpofe. She died three or four 
ys afterwards. He wastold by fome of the women 
Ives, that fhe faid the night before fhe died, fhe 
His going to her friends. 

‘The death of 180 in the voyage above mentioned 
is moftly by the flux, brought on he believes by 
sir being fo much crowded in the fhip: he had 
mfelf the care of the men flaves, and when ftowed, 
sre was not room to put down the point of a ftick. 
he fhip might be between 500 and 600 tons. ‘The 
artments tor the flaves were very difagreeable, it 
juld not be otherwife, being fo much crowded ; but 
ey were kept as clean as poffible. The men were 
nerally fettered. The flaves appeared generally 
jetted when brought on board. 

They were frequently made to dance, or jump up 
d down in their irons; if unwilling, they were fre- 
ently compelled to do it by the cat. 

Recolleéts no inftances of frauds practifed on the 
tives. 


led, were very well treated. 


End cf No. 3.—Part II. 1790. 
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Recolleéts a woman ilave being brought on board, 179>. | 
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io retufed any futtenance, neither would fhe fpeak ; Parc IT. 
» was then ordered the thumb-{fcrews, and fulpended —\W~ 


The feamen, in the African fhips in which he P. 389. 
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Witnefs Examined,—RicuarpD STOREY. 


Mr. Richard Storey, licutenant in the Royal Navy, P. 3. 
ving been from 1766 to 1770, on every part of the 

it from S. Leone to the river Sabon, declares, 

at flaves are generally obtained by merauding par- 

3, from one village to another in the night. He 
;alfo known canoes come from a diftance and carry 
numbers in the night. 7 

In 1769, Captain Paterfon, of a Liverpool fhip, 

ng off Briftol Town, fet two villages at variance, 

1 bought prifoners, (near a dozen) from both 

es. While refident at Briftol Town, on the W. 

aft, for three months, he was in many villages, but 

not hear of any perfons being carried off; on other 

ts of the coaft he has. ’ 

Has gone into the interiour country between theP. §. 
Tau and the river Sefters; and all the nations there 
armed from the fear of merauding parties: there 

mb, 4. A were 
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1791. were no wild beafts to alarm them; and the peoy: 


toy there have informed him, that they have obtain 


their flaves by war; thefe merauding parties are al 
fidered by them as war. 

He was twice in danger from thefe parties hit 
felf. In 1767 he was put into a trading long- -bd. 
of the fhip ; 


about this time a merauding party fra! 
Grand Sefters had come in canoes and _ attack|’ 
Grand Cora in the night, and taken off 12 | 
14 of the inhabitants ; Yoon after which, having! 
his boat a native of Grand Sefters, the people 

Grand Cora came to the boat in the river Sefter’ 
and told the mate they had a flave to fell, on 4 
he went afhore with them, leaving only Mr. Stor 

a boy, and the black man in the boat. In abo 
four hours after, a canoe came on board the boa’ 
with the four men that the mate had gone with, fa’ 
ing, the mate was in another canoe in fight; an 
taking him off his guard, two of them teized hin 
while the other two got the black man overboar' 
Mr. Storey freed himfelf, and drove the two me 
overboard: the mate lay all this time on tho; 
tied neck and heels, which confinement was occ’ 
fioned by his refufing either to give up the nativ 
of Grand Sefters, or pay them the price of a flave 1 1 
goods. ‘This black man had before told of this ey 
pedition of his countrymen againft Grand Cora, an 
often declared himfelf afraid to go on fhore for th: 
realon; he never gave it to be underftood that the! 
was a war at the time between Grand Sefters an 
Grand Cora; the only reafon he afligned for the 2 
pedition was, that his own countrymen were poo, 
It was impoffible that there could be any exiitin 
wars between thefe two people, as they are 20 league 
afunder; and thofe of Grand Cora, not having cano 
to carry more than two or three men, never go § 
fea but to fifh: the canoes of Grand Sefters carr 
12 or 14 men, and with thefe go merauding amon 
their neighbours. He has feen them at fea out g 
fight of Vand in the day, and taking the opportunit 
of night io land where they pleaied. ' 


} 
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‘It is his opinion that the natives are often fraudu- 


itly caried off by the Europeans: he has been told 
them, that they have loft their friends at different 


‘nes, and fuppofed them taken by European fhips 
jing along the coaft. He has himfelf taken up ca- 


es, which were challenged by the natives, who fup- 
fed the men in them had been taken off the day 
fore by a Dutchman. 

That the natives retaliate fuch injuries is proved 
ym the following faéts: When lying to an anchor 
his boat between the river Sefters and Settra Crue, 
Dutch fhip running down the coaft fent her long- 
at to where he was, to buy vegetables, &c. When 


2two boats, and one of the head men of the place 
fhed him to go away, as they waited to take the 
itch boat and kill the crew. As a reafon, they 
d him that a Dutch fhip fome days before had 
cea four men belonging to the place. 

Afterwards, in 1768, being driven by contrary 
ads, in a coafting fhip in which he was a pafienger 
o the river Angra, as there appeared a profpect of 
de, they ftaid there. The fecond day, two canoes 
h 12 or 14 men each came on board with two men 
und, to fell. Having agreed for one of them he 
nt down for irons to put him into; but in coming 
again was feized, with the mafter of the boat and 
other white man, whofe throats were immediately 
- He got clear of thofe who feized him, but 
ald not get upon deck. Hiali an hour after, be- 
‘covered with wounds, and weak with the lofs of 
vod, he propofed to give up both boat and cargo if 


n helping him up on deck they {tripped him 
sed, put him into a canoe, and took him on fhore 
their town. The reafon they gave tor this was, 


it a fhip from Liverpool (name forgotten, the 
Dtain’s name Lambert) had fome time before taken. 
‘anoe full of their townfmen and carried her away. 


¢ heard the fame thing afterwards at Gaboon. 
A 2 He 


fered to go to Gaboon, to which they agreed, and. 
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me to an anchor, a number of canoes came aboutP. 8. 
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tev brought down the river in war canoes, carrying uf 


P. to. days journey; he has known them take back fail 
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4 
He has been at Old Calabar, where flaves aj 


wards of 50 men armed, and a three o1 four poundl|| 
in the bow. ! 

Captain Jeremiah Smith, in the London, in 176}/ 
having a difpute with the natives of Newtown O}/ 
Calabar concerning the ftated price which he was +} 
give for flaves, for feveral days ftopped every cand 
coming down the creek from Newtown, and ali) 
fired feveral guns indifcriminately over the wood} 
into the town till he brought them to his own term/|’ 
He looks upon the natives of the Windward Coal| 


} 
d 
i 


—==—; 


to be in general a hofpitable friendly people, alway) 
willing to fell what they have, and alfo to give the bet 
provifions the country affords. ‘The men in genersl 
are very active and induitrious, and chiefly employe! 
in fifhing, and trade with the Europeans; the we! 
men chiefly in cultivating rice and other vegetable 
Oid men alfo taken by merauding parties, and nc 
faleable, they are put into their plantations; andt| 
this employment he believes that faves refufed b’ 
the Europeans as too old for fervice are commonl! 


deftined, having feen many fuch at this work. | 
i 
\ 


. o ° . * 
On the Rice Coaft, great quanities of rice are fol 


to the Europeans, the natives in parties of eight al 
ten bring it from the interiour country, three or fou’ 


and other European goods in return, and has ever! 
reafon to believe, that if there was nobody to pun 
chafe flaves, they would turn themfelves to cultivati 
their ground, and raife rice, &c. to purchafe Ew 
ropean goods, The quality of African rice is fai 
“iperiour to that of Carolina, bearing one-fourtl 
‘re water. 
‘he natives carry on their heads from 40 to 6016 

urd from them they go more than a month 
inland with various articles from the coaft| 

feen parties of more than 20 together mei 

1) employed in carrying them, : 


J 
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In every thing they deal in, Europeans defraud 
e natives, adulterate fpirits with water, and then 
bat it with pepper, and iuch guns have been told 
them, that he has teen many with their barrels 
arft anc thrown away ; he has alfo feen feveral na- 
ves without fingers and thumbs, blown off, as they 
id, by the burfting of thefe guns. 

He has been in the Weit Indies, and has there atP. 14. 
 Chriftopher’s, and part of Grenada, feen iurfs as 
eh, and higher than in Africa, At Madras in the 
ai Indies much higher, for a longer time than on 
e Windward Coaft, where there is no place (except 
here fometimes for a day or two the iurf is too 
eh,) boats are not continually loading in molt 
aces in Africa, fome rocks or points of land break 
i¢ furf, which is not the cafe in the clear and open 
paft of Coromandel. Goods are landed every where 
jong the coaft; has feen them fometimes wet, but ne- 
loft. They do not ufe the fame expedients here 
t loading and unloading boats that are ufed in 
‘© Weit Indies. 

In his firft voyage to Old Calabar the flaves at- 
mpted to rife, but did not fucceed. In the year 
769, a Liverpool fhip between Cape Mount and 
lefurade, had every perfon killed by an infurrection, 
<cept one boy. 

In the fhips he failed in, the men flaves were al-P. 12. 
ays kept in irons during the Middle Paflage. 

In the Regus, firft fhip he had failed in, provifions 
ere plenty. In the fecond, the Tyger of White- 
aven, the feamen in ten days after ailing were put 
» an allowance of 4 lb. of bread per week, and 
alf a pound of beef or pork per day, which was the 
hole fare for nine months; he has but little com- 
laint to make of ill ufage againft the fhips in which 
e failed. 

‘Think the flave trade very unhealthy in the rivers, 
ut not on the open coatt; they buried 14 out of 
2 the firft voyage in Cajabar river; and in the 
‘yger in nine months, five or fix out of 28. In three 
voyages 
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#791- voyages to Virginia they buried one man; in fit’ 
“v—~ Baltic voyages not one; in one to the fouthern wha 
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fifhery none; and in two Mediterranean none. dj 
the three Virginia voyages, the firft was 311 months! 
the other two about feven months each. The nu l 
ber of men in each 16. . The fouthern whale &ifhi 
voyage was of 11 months. \ 
In the Tyger the bread was tolerable, the beef an} 
pork fo falted that in boiling they fhrunk to hal 
this weight. Having once in this veffel, when hand. 
ing rice to the flaves taken a handful for his ow|| 
ufe, he was unmercifully beaten with a rope; he hal’ 
Known others who had done the fame thing throug!) 
hunger, treated for it in the fame manner. i 
fis an inftance of fimilar ill treatment in othe’ 
flave hips, he fays, that lying in the Tyger at Baffau 
he heard the failors of three different fhips complait 
heavily of their provifion, as being bad, and infuf. 
ficient in quantity; thefe were, the Lancafhire Witch, 
Captain Coil; the Lilly, Captain Scragham; anc 
the Violet, Browne, notorious all for bad provifiont 
and ill ufage; he has feen the failors of each un-| 
mercifully beaten for the moft trifling offences i 
knocked down with handfpikes, or any other thing 
that came in the Captain’s or officers way that took 
offence at the men. One man he faw in the Lanca-| 
fhire Witch confined for fome trifle, with an iron 
collar on his right leg and arm fhackled, and then 
chained to a ring-bolt on the deck, where he remain~" 
ed a confiderable time in this condition without any 
Other allowance but bread and water. | 


Witnefs Examined,—James Towne. 

Mr. James Towne, carpenter of His’ Majefty’s. 
fhip Syren, made a voyage 1760 to the Ifles de Los | 
on board the Pegey, Captain Cuthbert Davis, about: 
140 Or 150 tons; and another in 1767 to Grand’ 


Cape | 
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ape Mount, in the Sally, Captain George Evans, 1791. 
ove 200 tons. The firft voyage he remained be- —v~w 
een feven and eight months on the coaft, then a 
yy; the fecond as carpenter, ftaid more than fix 
Gr iths, He was moftly on fhore three months to- 
ther in the firft voyage; in the fecond, for five or 
% weeks atatime. Repeated ill treatment was the 
Jcafion of his being fo long on fhore, for having 
yne in the trading fhallop, he run away ; he went 
)tothe back country among the inhabitants for fome 
ne to conceal himfelf, and was up the rivers and 
land together, upwards of between 300 and 400 
iles. 

i The natural productions of Africa are rice and 

ims in abundance, plantanes, bananas, and all 

her tropical fruits; plenty of camwood and ele- 
ants teeth; fome tobacco, cultivated by natives 
po had been in England, but not yet fkilfully 
ted. Great quantities of fugar-cane, long pepper ; 
bark like cinnamon; coston in abundance, and of- 

1 beautifully manufa€tured into cloth; a fine blue 

le; beautiful woods for cabinet-makers; wax, 

dry, palm-oil, palm-wine, and Indian corn, 

The natives are hofpitable and kind, and capable 
learning quicker than white men. They differ as 
t own people in character, thofe on the coaft learn 

| be roguifh; inland they are innocent. The in- 

courfe with Europeans has improved them in 

Zuery, to plunder and fteal, and pick up one ano- 

*r to fell. 

Slaves in Africa were never ill ufed by their ownP, 16, 

ople, but when bought by white traders they were 

id rather worfe there than when on board. 

He has feen both men and women cultivating the 

ids, but net often the women. 

When a fhip arrives fhe makes prefents to the 

iders, to encourage them to bring any perfon down 

fell as a flave, and they often pledge their own re- 
ions till they procure the. flaves wanted. The 
tick kings have told him, that they go to war on 

. purpofe 


g 
1791. 
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purpofe to get flaves, and he has feen the prifonel| 


livered up to the white traders, or driven in ganlj 
or two or three hundred for fale to. the water fi¢ 
He has known them go-in gangs merauding af 
catching all they could. In the Galenas river |} 
knew an inftance of four blacks who took a man th, 
had been to fell one or more flaves, plundered at, 
{tripped him naked, and brought him to the tradiy 
fhallop and fold him. The people on board did 
underitand his language, nor imagine why he feemg| 
fo caft down as they ail are, but king Battou coffe 
on board and knowing the man, inquired the cau 
of his being there as a flave; he related the circun, 
ftance ; a guard of grumettas, with fome of Towng 
people, were fent after the blacks to take them, by 
did not fucceed. They could not make the man ea| 
not even by flogging; they then put him irons, ar, 
in a little time he died. He believes the flaves fom, 
times become {o for crimes, as murder, theft, and adu, 
tery; the the laft, if properly proved, is often pi 
nifhed with death. | | 

He has repeatedly heard both from the accule 
and accufers themfelves, and he believes it comma; 
on 'the coaft, to impute crimes falfely for the fake \ 
having the accuted perfon fold. One inftance of 
woman fold by her hufband for adultery, and who, 
he himfelf brought off to the boat, and from her k, 
mentations, and by her declaration, that fhe kne, 
not what fhe was accufed of, he thinks he has reafo, 
for imagining the crime imputed falfely. Mr. Muy 


ray, formerly of Bance ifland, Mr. Wood, his partne| 
Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Power, being to the windward 
Bance Ifland, all told him that it was not an uncom 
mon thing to bring on palavers to make flaves, an, 
he believes it from the information of the flaves a} 
terwards when brought down the country and put 0, 
board the fhips. | 

Slaves are brought from the country very diltar, 


from the coaft. Lhe king of Barra has nee 
in 
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n, that on the arrival of a fhip he has gone 300 1791. 
400 miles up the country with his guard, and wey~ 
ven down 200 or 300 flaves to the fea fide. From 
arraba, king of the Mundingoes, he has heard that 
ry had marched them out of the country more 
in 700 miles, that they had gone wood ranging to 
sk up every one they met with, whom they ftrip- 
4 naked, and if men, bound; but if women, 
nught down loofe; this he had from themfelves, 
d alfo that they often went to war with the Ballam 
don-on purpofe to get flaves. ‘They boatted that 
'y fhould foon have a fine parcel for the fhallops, 
1 the fucceis often anf{wered. 

He was once prefent with part of the crew at anP. 18, 
dedition undertaken by the whites for the purpofe of 
1IDg negroes, and joined by other boats to receive 
Methey could catch. ‘To prevent all alarm, they 
und their mouths with oakum. and handkerchiefs ; 
e woman fhrieked, and the men turned out in de- 
ce. He had then five tied in the boat, and the 
ier boats were in readinefs to take in what more 
'y could get; all his party were armed, and the 
n of the town purfued them with firft a fcattering, 
N at length a general fire, and feveral of the men 
onging to the boats, he has reafon to believe, 
te killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard 
them afterwards. He was wounded himfelf. 
hat became of the other boats, he knows not, for 
i knew nothing of the expedition, until ordered to 
¢ command of the boat, which though then he 
mught it a {port, he was afterwards forry for having 
me. The flaves he had taken, were fold at 
arlefton, South Carolina. The natives had not 
Vvioufly committed any hoftilities againft any of 
‘fhips, whofe boats were concerned in this tranf- 
ion; they owed goods to the captain, for which 
tefolved to obtain flaves atany rate. He has had 
eral fhipmates, who have themfelves told him, 
ity have been concerned in fimilar tranfactions, and 
Jumb. 4, B have 
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The Europeans endeavour to cheat the nativ! 
they adulterate their liquors, and in buying and 
ling ufe different weights, to which they give} 
fame appearance, by cafing a ftone and a piece 
lead alike in brafs; he kept fuch himfelf, and 
them in dealing for wax, teeth, &c. by order of 
commanding officer, whom he has alfo repeate! 
feen do it himfelf. i 

The natives brought to the coaft appear not! 
come on board willingly; on the contrary, they ed 
down with a guard, and are forced into the boats|| 

When on board, they are always fettered with /! 
fhackles and handcuffs, two and two, right and |) 
They lie in a crowded and cramped ftate, hav’ 
neither their length nor breadth, in a {pace by’ 
means fufficient for their health; and fuch is th’ 
fuffocated ftate below, that he has known them" 
down well, and in the morning be brought up de! 
When they come on deck, they are all in a dew fwé' 


from the tarpawlings being laid over the grating? 
bad weather. The height between decks in | 
Pegey (tonnage 140 or 150, fee p. 15 at the ti 
was about 4 feet, and in the Sally, 4 feet 4 or | 
The Peggy took on board about 230 negroes; | 
boys room only had a platform: between 50 and! 
of the cargo died. There were 25 feamen, he di 
not recolleét above 6 or 7 dying. | 

The Sally (better than 200 tons, p. 15, at top) I 
platforms in boys and womens rooms, and the aft F' 
of mens. The cargo was nearly 400, of whom ab 
6o died. The crew confifted of 40 men, of wh' 
above 30 died. They were forced to get men fre 
other fhips on the coaft; out of 6 mates, not 1 liv: 

Something better than a pint of water, after tl’ 
are fed, ferved at twice, was the daily allowance C 
flave; and after being fed in the afternoon, the bo 
fwain taking one, and the mate the other fide of ' 


deck, they are made to dance, and flogged witl! 
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-ifthey donot. In fine weather they are brought 1791. 

deck between eight and nine in the morning, and “~~~ 

jt down again at four, there to remain until next 

y. He has known them refufe their food in con-P, 21, 

uence of being confined; ill treated, to induce 

sm to eat; they are flogged, and put into trons 

varately ; both their hands handcuffed, both legs 

ickled, a collar round their neck, with a chain, 

J often the thumb-fcrew applied, to take the ftub- 

rnnefs out of them. This was his-tafk, and fome- 

aes, from their ill treatment, they attempted to 

np overboard; at others, have gone mad, and 

‘din that fituation. They often fall fick, fome- 

nes owing to their crowded ftate, but moftly to 

ef, for being carried away from their country and 

:nds, which being very well acquainted with their 

iguage, he knows from frequent inquiries into the 

cumitances of their grievous complaints. He has 

own them attempt to rife on board, and on in- 

jiry into the caufe, has been afked what bufinefs we 

i to carry them from their country, they had wives 

li children they wanted to be with. To check 

Hira, they are put fingly into irons and flogged. 

Bi: has known women with infants on board, twoP. 21. 
iticularly, who, when their infants died, grieved P, 22. 

er them, and died themfelves. Guinea captains 

dom buy women with children, Has heard the 

ves finging, but their fongs were lamentations. A 

ve kidnapped or fold, contrary to the cuftom of 

-country, to the fhips, cannot complain to the 

ack traders on board, for thefe traders never fee 

> main deck, nor even {peak to the women abaft, 

t they might make fignals to rife. When canoes 

me to the fhip, no flave on the main deck can 

bk over the fhip’s fide; two officers ftand with 

's to prevent them, and this prevents their feeking 

eafe. A barricado of great ftrength, cuts off all 

ercourfe between perfons on the main deck and 

pfe in the after part of the fhip; the women and 


men thus cannot fee one another, 
T 
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When fick, in the veffels he failed in, the negr 


were put forward, which was confidered the fh} 
hofpital ; and though fometimes medicines are giw 
and fometimes forced down, they are in general } 
indifferently attended, fo that they often die in tl 
own filth. They are feldom long fick before tf 
die. Never faw one fea fick. Small attention, ‘¢}i 
finement below, and the fituation of being flaves, 
fuppofes the caufe of this rapid death of the fit 
He looks on their dying as partly due to want of 
tention; in one inftance there was no furgeon} 
board. Saaene | 

Mr. Towne has been in the Weft Indies; at B; 
badoes for near a year, in 1779 and 1780; in 
tigua for about 15 months, in 1780 and 17813) 
2 months at St. Kitt’s, in 1781; and a little wh 
in Jamaica, in 1782, He was in many plantatic 
at Barbadoes, particularly Mr. Gibfon’s and Ni 
Bifhop’s; on Mr, Tyrrel’s and Sir John Laforey) 
at Antigua, and on fhore at St. Kitts and Jamata 
Slaves are fold in the Weft Indies fometimes # 


vendue, fometimes in lots; thofe of the vefiels ' 


which he was, were fold to the beft bidder, and fom 
times-in lots; he never heard of any. care taken | 
prevent the feparation of relations and friends, FB 
fufe flaves are fuch as are fickly from any cauth; 
they are often kept on board to fatten them for fa! 
but if they do not recover, they are fold then ‘to al 
body, fome even fo low as a guinea. | 
The flaves in the Weft Indies work from four: 
the morning, till very late in the evening; if thi 
come but a moment after their time, they are flo 
eed with whips by the drivers, to whom they mu 
come ready {tripped for their punifhment, to fa: 
time. Some, though lame, are obliged to work ;' 
they complain, they are called lazy, and flogged ' 
the driver. Has feen flaves laid down and ftretehi 
out to four ftakes in the ground, and fo receiving «' 
or solathes. de has feen them {wang up toa crar 
with weights at their feet to ftretch them, fo . i 
enlar 
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Jarge the wounds of the whip; men and women 1791. 

ike. After flogging, they bring ebony fwitches, wvww 

N of thorns, and with thefe flog them again, to 

t out the bruifed blood. To encreafe the feverity, 

ey ufe a manner of whipping, which they call 
offing. They then pickle them, to keep flies from 
owing, and maggots from breeding in their 

ounds. A jumper who goes from houfe to houfe 

remployment, inflicts thefe punithments at Bridge- 

wn, Barbadoes, and St. John’s, Antigua. In the 
antations, a black called the boatfwain of the plan- 

rion inflicts them, under the manager’s direction, 

he marks of former whippings he has alfo obferv- P. 26. 

-in a large proportion of the plantation flaves ; 

ere are in general {carce any without a number of . 

em. ‘hey are nearly as large as a man’s finger 

ove the fkin. 

Mr. Bifhop told him, that in his plantation, at 

peight’s Town, in Barbadoes, they had not bought 

Guinea negro for upwards of 40 years, and that 
good ufage there were’a great many more now 

ere than then. Mr. Bifhop told him, the encreafe 

us due to more having been born, than had died 

his eftate. Knows of no encouragement given 
the marriage of flaves. 

Seamen are procured at Liverpool for the flave 

ips, by merchants clerks, who intoxicate them in 


iF 


Wiblick houtes, and fo get them on board. The 


‘blicans alio get them in their debt, and if they re- 
fea Guineaman, fend them to gaol; the GuineaP. 27. 
ptains are then informed, that if they want men, 


a#2y may have fo many, for paying thefe debts; and 


then they agree to go, they are {ent on board, and 


fver fuffered to come out of the fhipagain,; if not, 
Hey remain in a gaol on a very fcanty allowance; 
fs known many initances himfelf. 

NOn board the veffels in which he failed, feamen 
re treated with the greateft inhumanity, in the 


iggy, captain Davis; for inftance, they were fo foon 
when round the rock of Liverpool, brought to an 
allowance 
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1791. allowance of four pound of bread per week; the 
te chefts were ftaved and burnt, and themfelves turne| 
out from lying below. Ifany murmured, they wer: 
inhumanely beaten with any thing that came in th 

way, or flogged, both legs put in irons, and chaine|| 

abaft to the pumps, and there made to work point 

and gafkets. The captain, as he paffed by, repeat, 

edly kickéd them, and if offended at any thing the, 

faid, immediately called for a ftick to beat them, ani 

put their necks in an iron collar, with a chain. O} 

the coat of Guinea, if not releafed before their arr} 

val, they were made to row in boats back and fot) 

ward, or any duty, in all their irons, and the chai) 

locked to the boat, and at night, when returned t,| 

the fhip, they were locked faft to the open deck, ex; 

pofed to the heavy rain and dews, without any thin) 

to lieon, or cover them. ‘This was acommon prac’ 

tice, but he adds, that not any of them died in thi 
fituation. ' 

P. 28. On board the Sally alfo, where the ill treatmen, 
was general, one of the feamen had both his legs ii! 

irons, a collar on his neck, and was chained to thy 

boat for three months, and when he complained, wa’ 

often beaten moft inhumanly, by both the captat) 

and other officers. He grew at length too weak t: 

fit and-row. He was then taken on board the fhig) 

and made to pick oakum, with only three pound ¢ 

bread per week, and one-half pound of falt beef pe 

day; his legs remained in irons, but the collar wa; 

taken off the latter part of the time. One’ evening 

onthe Middle Paffage, coming aft to beg for fome, 

thing to eat, or he fhould die, the captain inhuman, 

ly beat him, and then ordered him to go forward any 

die and be damned; the man died that night. | 

One Edward Hilton alfo, ‘being out in the boa) 
watering, complained of being long without meat ©: 
drink, on which the boatfwain beat and cut his hea) 
with the tiller. When he came on board all bloody: 
and was telling his ftory to Mr. Towne, the mat, 
(by the captain’s order) with the furgeon ee 
| wair 
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gs, when unable to ftand, were then put in irons, 


Sid next morning he was fent in his irons, on the 


me duty in the boat, to which he was locked with 
chain, until he was unable to remain any longer; 
> was then taken on board, and {till in irons, laid 
rwards, and by the furgeon’s advice, his allowance 
asftopped. Hulton lying before the maft almoft 
sad, and Mr. Towne having received orders to go 
the fhallop to Jack River, when under weigh, the 
mmmander of the fhallop was ordered to bring to, 
take Hilton in, and to leave him on fhore any 


illiam and Joha Walker, were equally ill ufed. 
‘The general provifions of the crew were three 
yund of bread per week, and half a pound of fale 
tef per day. Water they had from the gun barrel, 
thed to the topmaft crofs-trees, which every one 
as to take down for himfelf; he was himfelf punifh- 
for giving the barrel to another half way up. 
‘Captain Colly, on board the Hare Snow, (as he 
ard from the people of the fhip at different times) 
lied his carpenter, carpenter’s mate, cook, and 
other man, and when the crew complained of thefe 
urders in Virginia, they were not redreffed, but 
it on board, or threatened with the cowfkin, 39 
hes, the general punifhment of Guinea feamen, 
lo are fuppofed to offend. He has feen many 
ps, and always found the fame treatment as in his 
re 

Captain Scrogham, of the Lilly Snow, inftead of 
mplying with the requeft of a fick man, who came 
for fomething to eat, ordered him to be imme- 
ately ftripped, and feized to the main fhrouds, 


jt his feec clear of the deck; he then {tripped 
7) himfelf to the fhirt, and flogged him feveral 
nes with a cat, the man {till hanging by his hands; p, 30. 
men tired, he called on his officers to flog, but they 


refufed, 


i$ 


vain, came forward, and beat him with canes (which 1791. 
ney call ferving out grog) the furgeon’s cane ftruck —w~ 
is eye, which mortified, and was totally loft. His 


here; he died early next morning. ‘Two brothers, P, 29. 
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the main deck, and flog him until he was a 
The fhip was then along-fide the wharf of Charl() 
fton, South Carolina, where fome of the crew conj| 


ing on fhore with the furgeon and mate, who was tl}, 


| 


captain’s brother, reported the murder; the corp | 
being brought on fhore next morning, Mr. Towa 
and many others, ftopped and examined it, and ha| 
a coroner’s ingueft, which brought in a verdict 4! 
wilful murder, through the evidence of the furgea| 
and the captain’s own brother. Lord Charles Mon) 
tacue, the Governor, fent officers on board to tak), 


and confine the captain in gaol, which was. accor< 


f 


ingly done, but for want of evidence he was aftei) 
wards acquitted. ! 

He has feen failors apparently difeafed and dil 
abled, wandering about in the Weft Indies, with for, 
legs, which is common in Guineamen, emaciated, 
he has known them turned afhore by the captain) 
and lie upon the beach and the wharfs, where man, 
have died, as he has feen. They are called wha 
fingers; none chufe to employ them for their wretcl, 
ed appearance, and thus they are left deftitute ¢ 
fupport. He was himfelf thus left on fhore, witl 
out money or friends, at Charlefton, South Carolin. 
with two others, who died. ‘That thefe failors can, 
from the flave fhips he knows, from having inqui, 
ed; but without inquiry, they are eafy to know, fro, 


the abject ftate of their appearance. | 


i 
He has repeatedly. known Guinea failors jum, 
overboard, and even from fhips he belonged to, ¢ 
the Guinea coaft, where fharks abounded. Son 
have fucceeded in getting away, but on the offer: 
a large reward, which was afterwards charged again 
their wages, have been brought back by the native 
and immediately punifhed inhumanly with ror 
collar and chain, and locked as before to the boa 
to row on the duties of the fhip during the captain, 


pleafure, with a very fcanty allowance; he —, 
| nov 


AFRICA. Towne. 17 


,wn failors jump overboard from any other than 17797. 
inea fhips. eyed 
from the ill treatment he has feen, and the lofs 

uch numbers on board, both the fhips he belong- 

€ (to, and was acquainted with, ic is not his opinion 

Wt the African trade is a nurfery for feamen. He 
‘pws that the treatment of failors inthe Weft India 
le, is not fimilar to that in the African; they are 
ito hard worked ; they live and lie well, and are 
ays taken great care of by the captains. 

dc afligns as a reafon, for ftaving and burning the 
mens chefts, that it was done to clear the fhips 
flaves; their contents, which were wearing ap- 
1, if no bag was found to put them in, were of- 
thrown overboard. The feamen’s bedding, as 
jl as their cheits, was thrown upon the deck, and 
e fuffered to lie below but the captain and the 
e; if caught below to fleep, they were feverely 
hed, This was the cafe of the fhips he failed 
both during the outward and Middle Paffage. 


te ae - 
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‘he realon of his being left on fhore at Charlefton 
the fear of returning to captain Evans, after 
ng been refufed to be taken on board by a king’s 
» to which he, and the two others, had applied 
in vain; redrefs of grievances againft captain 
as. 3 

cing afked whether he meant to affert, that what 
jas faid concerning Weft India punifhments, 
the general practice, or only, that he has himfelf 
the circumftances he has related, he anfwers, 
the only meant to fpeak to fuch things as he 
an eye-witnefs to, a number of times, 
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Witnefs examined—Mr. CLaxTon. 


¥ Claxton failed in the Garland, Capt. Forbes, 
MMfrica in 1788, as furgeon’s mate, and there on 
mb. 4, | Gey the 


18 


1791. the Bonny Coaft commenced furgeon to the Yo | 
temmyaned Hero brig, Capt. Molyneux. | 
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They had 250 flaves, of whom 132 died, chil; 
of the flux; fo crowded that they could only li¢ 
their fides, if they did otherwife, it created quar) 
among them: they ftowed fo clofe, that he could}; 
geo among them with his fhoes without danger! 
hurting them. This crowded ftate aggravated | 
fufferings when ill, and tended to increafe the } 
order. It was impoffible to treat them with the} 
ceffary accommodations. The fteerage and i 
room infufficient to receive the fick, fo greatly} 
the diforder prevail, they were therefore obliged! 
place together thofe that were and thofe that vj 
not difeafed, and in confequence the difeafe H 
mortality fpread more and more. The capi 
treated them with more tendernefs than he has he’ 
was ufual, but the men were not humane. Somé 
the moft difeafed were obliged to be kept on de’ 
with a fail {pread for them to lie on: this, in ali! 
time, became nearly covered with blood and muc| 
which involuntarily iffued from them, and theret 
the failors, who had the difagreeable tafk of clean| 
the fail, grew angry with the flaves, and ufed to t 
them inhumanly with their hands, or with a cat. > 
flaves in confequence grew fearful of committing * 
involuntary aétion, and when they perceived t’ 
had done it, would immediately creep to the tt 
and there fit {training with fuch violence as to f! 
duce a prolapfus ani, which could not be cured. | 
fame punifhments were inflicted for the fame caule 
thofe who were not quite fo ill. | 

Slaves, whofe flux was accompanied with feu 
and fuch cedematous fwellings of the legs as m’ 
it pain to move at alJ, were made to dance, as 
call it, and whipped with a cat if they were! 
luctant. | 

The flaves both when ill and well, were freque! 


forced to eat againft their inclinations, Were wl’ 
. 
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with a cat if they refufed. They ufed other 
ans ftill worfe, and too naufeous to mention. ened | 
Che parts on which their fhackles are faftened are 
vn excoriated by the violent exercife they are 
fied to take, and of this they made many grievous 
yplaints to him. | 

Chat flaves, when firft brought on board, are com- 
aly dejected, he fhews by an inftance of nine 
chafed on his paffage from Bonny to the Ifle of 
ube, who were all very much dejected: one girl 
paricular, clung to the neck of her feller, and 
igh only ten or twelve years old, could not be 
forted. She continued three or four days in 
‘fituation. The whole cargo appeared more or 
afflicted on leaving their country. 

jome had fuch an averfion to leaving their nativeP, 35. 
yes, that they threw themfelves overboard, on an 
ip that they fhould get back to their own country. 
} captain, in order to obviate this idea, cut off 
heads of thofe who died, intimating to them, 
tl) if determined to go, they mutt return without 
Wt heads. The flaves were accordingly brought 
jo witnefs the operation, one man excepted, who 
Wat length, againft his will, forced up, feeing, 
Min on deck, the carpenter ftanding with his hatchet 
jready to ftrike off the head, with a violent exertion, 
fot loofe, and flying to the place where the nettings 
been unloofed, in order to empty the tubs, he 
ed himfelf overboard. The fhip brought to, 
a man was placed on the main chain to catch 
, which he perceiving, dived under water, 
rifing again at a diftance from the fhip, made 
s, which words cannot defcribe, expreffive of 
happinefs in efcaping, He then went down, 
was feen no more. A ftrict watch over them 
now kept, yet ftill they found means to elude 
Hbrecaution. One of the tubs being fet near where 
Inettings were lafhed to the bulk-head, fome of 
flaves who had premeditated an efcape, underP, 36. 
‘ence of eafing themfelves, contrived, while fitting 
| C 2 on 
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1791. on the tubs, to unloofe the lafhing, fo that tj 


Sayed 


actually threw themfelves overboard, and were lo, 
A third was caught when three parts over. y 
Once imagined an infurrection was intended. 
(See particulars.) i 

They fing, but not for their amufement. The caj/ 
ordered them to fing, and they fang fongs of forrol, 
Their ficknefs, fear of being beaten, their hung( 
and the memory of their country, &c. are the uft) 
fubjects; he could even mention their words.—=Th)) 
generally {peak the fame language, but there ‘wi 
one man who {poke a language unknown to all ti 
reft, which made his condition very lamentable. 
never took exercife but when compelled. His fitut 
tion (he believes) produced a ftate of infanity, i 
he died mad. | 

The flaves had not a fufficient quantity of foo! 
owing to the extraordinary length of the paflag) 


which was fifteen weeks, At firft they did not lil) 


their food, and would not eat, but when ufed to | 
they would have eaten near twice as much as allow! 
them. : 

A confiderable number of flaves died in the eari 
part of the voyage. After eight weeks at fea, thi 
had only got three days fail from the place they hi 
fet out from. On examination, they did not fir 
five weeks provifion on board. Two nations beit: 
at war, they could not procure food from eithe 
AA Dutch fhip fupplied them with a little bread, ar’ 
fuficient water. The food, notwithftanding tl 
mortality, was fo little, that if ten days more at fe 
they fhould, as the captain and others faid, ha) 
made the flaves walk the plank, that is, throw ther 
ielves overboard, or have eaten thofe flaves that die! 

Fell in with the Hero, Wilfon, which had loft, | 
thinks, 360 flaves by death, he is certain more th! 
half of her careo: learnt this from the furgeo| 
They had died moftly of the fmall-pox. Surge 
alfo told him, that when removed from one place 
another, they left marks of their fkin and blo: 


up( 
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on the deck, and that it was the moft horrid fight 1791. 
a ad 


had ever feen. 


thout parents or other relations; there was one 
(tance of two fitters. 
At Rumbie the natives apprehenfive that they were 
ing to war with them. Did not come off the 
aft for fome time. Two canoes at length ventured, 
d inquired if they were come to war or trade: 
ing told to trade, with apparent caution they at- 
mpted to ceme on board, and afked the captain if 
had not two tongues, Captain affured them he 
duld not hurt them, on which one of them ven- 
Fr on board, declaring if the captain killed him, 
fe in the canoes would kill the fhip’s crew. ‘Yhe 
ft followed, and convinced that trace was the fhip’s 


pect, defired that two might ftay to examine the 


ods; at the fame time requiring two hoftages, 
lich was complied with, He knew another inftance 
the fame kind. 


me Europeans being cut off a little before by the 


ftives, and this from a perfon clofe by at the time, 


as to convince him of its truth. The terror of 
€ natives on feeing the veffel, leit they fhould de- 


oy the ifland, afforded a proof of the fact. They 


tre in arms all night, which obliged the crew alfo 
arm, 


!'The natives have a particular pleafure in bartering 


nat they have for European goods of any kind. 

The flaves were fold in the Weft Indies 1n an in- 
tious ftate, and fome that he believes were going 
die, and accordingly out of 14 of this defcription 


Wily 4 lived, He apprized the ielier’s agent of their 
Moger, and his aniwer was, it would be beft to dif- 


Me of them immediately; but fuch as afforded 
ypes of recovery, he defired to have purchafed for 
mfelf, which was done. 


Witnefs 


‘They had on board about fifty boys and girls, but P. 33. 


Whilft lying off the Batteau iflands he heard of P. 30. 


iy 
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P, 41. 


way out in his Majefty’s fhip the Adventure, and was o 
P. 40. the coaft chiefly from Settra Crue to Accra, in 178}! 
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Witnefs examined—Lieutenant Simpson. | 


Mr. John Simpfon, lieutenant of marines, wen) 


and 1789. From what he faw, he believes the flavj/ 
trade is the occafion of wars among the nativeg) 
From thofe of the windward coaft he underttoo(! 
that the villages were always at war, and the blacli 
traders and others gave as a reafon for it, that thi 
kings wanted flaves. If a trading canoe along-fidi) 
the fhip faw a larger canoe coming froma ville 
they were at war with, they inftantly fled, fometime 
without receiving the value of their goods. Of 
inquiry, he learned their reafon to be, that if tak H 
they would have been made flaves. an 

At C, Coaft Caftle, and other parts of the Gol« 
Coatt, he heard repeatedly from the black traderi 
the flave-trade made wars and palavers. Mr. Quakoo; 
chaplain at C. Coaft Caftle, informed him, that war: 
were made in the interior parts for that fole purpofe) 

There are two crimes which feemed made on pury 
pofe to procure flaves, adultery and the removal 0, 
fetiches. As to adultery, he was warned againfi 
connecting himfelf with any woman not pointed ouj 
to him, for that the kings kept feveral who wer 
fent out to allure the unwary, and that if found tq 
be connected with thefe, he would be feized, anc 
made to pay the price of a man-flave. As to fetiches, 
confifting of pieces of wood, old pitchers, kettles; 
&c. laid in the pathways, he was warned to avoic 
difplacing them, for if he fhould, the natives, who! 
were on the watch, would feize him, and as before, 
exact the price of a man-flave. Thefe baits are laid 
equally for natives as Europeans, but the former aré: 
better acquainted with the law, and confequently: 
more circumf{pect, ! 
That; 
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That the Europeans fometimes fraudulently carry 1791- 
ff the natives on that part of the Windward Coaft “™™ 


yhere there is no Englifh fa€tory, he believes. The 
epeated inquiries and difinclination of the natives 
Bio come on board the fhip, till convinced fhe was 
jot a flave-fhip but a man of war, confirmed his 
pinion. When they were fatisfied, they came on 
oard readily, and in numbers. 
| The natives fometimes retaliate on the Europeans 
or fuch injuries. From Albion flave fhip, at Settra 
“rue, learnt, that two chiefs being at variance, one 
ee feizing five of the other’s party, had fold 
them to the Albion, for which that party feized three 
f the Albion’s feamen, and would not releafe them 
yithout the flaves were returned. 


“ndolence of the natives is not fuch as to prevent a 
‘ommerce with them in their native produce; for to 
is repeated inquiries what they would do were it 
Tbolifhed, the black traders anfwered, they did not 
Piare, they fhould foon find fome other trade to 
‘ve by. : 

») Convinced the treatment of feamen on board 
fuinea fhips is very bad. When at Fort Apollonia, 
‘he Adventurer’s boat was hailed by fome feamen of 
he Fly Guineaman, begging to be taken in the man 
: f war, for their treatment made their lives miferable. 
“he-boat was accordingly fent to the Fly by captain 
arry, and one or two men brought on board. The 
ilbion at another time, unable to avoid the Adven- 
ure, (which fhe tried to do) fpoke to her, and the 
aptain brought a feaman on board, whom he wifhed 
0 leave, complaining he was riotous and diforderly. 
~he man, in every inftance, proved the reverfe, and 
rom him he learned that he had been ha'f ftarved and 
ruelly beaten, both by captain and furgeon, who 
eglected the feamen, faying he was only paid for 
ttending the flaves. Alfo learned their allowance 
vas increafed, and their treatment better, when in 
ight of a man of war; which was confirmed to a 
| Mi 


Believes if the flave-trade were abolifhed, theP. 42. 
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by another man from a flave fhip, who had been:1 
behind with a fhockingly ulcerated leg, and recif| 
various inftances of ill treatment he had receive, 
The Adventure’s boat having been fent to Anamab) 
to the Spy Guineaman, returned with three men cq) 
cealed under her fail, who fled from the flave thi} 
where they complained their treatment had mal 
their lives ‘miferable, beaten and half ftarved. | 
fides thefe there were other inftances not remer 
bered. 

He never heard any complaints from Weft Indij| 
men, or oher merchant fhips: on the contrary, thi 
withed to avoid a man of war; whereas if the Adye|| 
ture had taken all who complained and offered ther! 
felves from the Guineamen, it muft have great) 
diftreffed the trade. | : 

Fas been in Barbadoes and Jamaica, When fir' 
at Bridgetown, his impreffion as to the treatment ( 
flaves by their general appearance was trivial, the 
were natives, houfhold fervants, and their labot 
very light; but was impreffed with the utmoft horrc 
on feeing the field flaves, fome working in iron 
under the lath of an inhuman negro driver, and the. 
backs in general lacerated by his blows. He never fa 
a gang without one or two of thefe tormentors, fnaf, 
ping their whips, and threatening to make on 
feel them. 

When at Cape Coaft he faw flaves brought fro!’ 
the interior country, who were bought, he believe’ 
by the then Governor, Mr. Norris. He examine’ 
them, and they appeared much concerned at comin’ 
into the hands of Europeans. Dejeétion and defpai 
were ftrongly painted on their countenances, Whe' 
at Bridgetown, he faw in the poor-houfe 18 or 2: 
feamen, from different flave fhips. AAey related va 
rious inftances of the barbarities of their late com, 
manders, who had left them behind without an, 
means of getting home. They feemed very muci 
emaciated, “and fome of them ulcerated and in , 
condition in which they faid neither Weft Indiamet 
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ly been beaten but nearly ftarved. 


i 


Witnefs examined—Doctor Harrison, M.D. 


He was above 10 years in Jamaica, from 1755 to 
15s, and in America from 1765 to 1778: in the 
sdical line in both. 

He had every poffible opportunity of knowing the 
be of the flaves, feeing them in ficknefs, in 


Ith, and often punifhed. Has been on feveral 
rar works in different parts of Jamaica, at all 


days. © - 

The field flaves have land enough for their fupport, 
| they time to cultivate it. They had no other 
d allowed on the eftates he was on, except falt 
wifions at Chriftmas. New negroes were allowed 
ear’s provifions, that is, till they had cultivated 
irland. They had only holidays and Sundays to 
tk it, which was not fufficient, for they muft work 
ir grounds after dark. Saturday afternoon was 
allowed them on any eftate he knew. They 
ked much better than one could expec confider- 


erent. Believes on all eftates flaves often plunder 
er’s provifion grounds for fupport. In the firft 
ance he knew of this, a flave was cut nearly all 


Ieicn fevere treatment, but, in general very in- 


heard and knew it to be frequent. 

ot the leaft attention is paid to the religious 
tuction of the flaves. 
They were very badly lodged, and had no clothes 
' what they get by their own extra labour, except 
chriftmas, 2 frocks and 2 pair Ofnaburgh trowfers 


[ithe men, and 2 coats and 2 fhifts for the women, 


l fome had 2 handkerchiefs for the head. In 
reral, their mafters give them no bedding at all. 
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men of war would receive them. They had not 1791. 
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fons, for two or three weeks, fometimes only aP. 45. 


pieces for it; but after he knew the eftates better, P. 466 
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Some new negroes have a few blankets, but || 
generally. | Fi | | 

They were not married, nor encouraged to br ; 
up families; the univerfal opinion being, that it 1| 
better and cheaper to buy than to breed. Hum}; 
overfeers’ allowed complaining pregnant women}, 
retire from work; but he has feen them labour}} 


i 


in the. field, when they feemed to have but a 


weeks to go. They were generally worked as] | 
as they were able. ! 
Does not think proper attention was paid to |; 
children. Thinks the labour he faw pregnant won| 
doing, muft, at fome times, have injured them, |. 
Old flaves, paft labour, if they had no frien 


e ° s {il 
give them neceffaries, muft have wanted every thil, 


Has feen a number of thofe objects on differ(| 
eftates. | a 


They ufally work from fun-rife to fun-fet ; fon 
times 13 or 14 hours, including 2 hours for dinn, 


| 
\ 
M 


In crop they, work night and day, without ceffatic 


Grafs-picking, when he faw it, was always ex. 
work, and, on fome eftates, was a cruel hard{hip. 

He has always feen the driver with a whip in, 
hand, and fometimes exercifing it feverely. - | 

Lhe plantation punifhments are fevere whippin; 
chaining them by the neck and leg, putting hea, 
iron boots on their legs, and iron pothooks on th, 
necks, and putting them in the ftocks. He |! 
often feen thefe punifhments infli€ted with what . 
thought capricious or feverity. On an eftate, | 
Liguanea, he faw the overfeer whip feveral o! 
decrepid women very feverely, only for not picki 
cotton enough, Has often feen negroes in chair, 
half famifhed, and {carcely able to walk, compell’ 
to-go into the field. | an, 

At Kingfton the negroes were flogged in the ga¢ 
round the town, and on the wharfs, He thoug, 
the whippings in gaol, and round the town, ti 
fevere to be inflifted on any of the human fpeci¢ 
He, attended a man, who had been flogged in oe 


| ow. Inpres. Harrison. ite 


e or fix weeks before he was well. It was by his 1791. 
‘ifter’s order, for not coming when he was called, “~~~ 
e could lay two or three fingers in the wounds 

‘im the whip. Knows of many fimilar inftances, 
Nhe gaol. and wharf whippings were by order of 
|. matters or miftreffes, fometimes by the magif- 
Ite, but generally the magiftrate orders whipping 
und the town. The punifhments of foldiers (which 
| has very often witneffed) were generally mild, 
Impared to the whipping of flaves in gaol or round 
> cown. 

"Never knew flaves had any legal protection. The 
protection they had, was from their maifters 
| 
; 


i 


| 


aintt any indiferent perfon. Formed this opinion 
ma multitude of unredreffed violences. Among 
ners, a negro was flogged to death, by order of her 
ftrefs, who ftood by to fee the punifhment. The 
gro died a few days after.—A negro man was put 
the picket fo long as to caufe a mortification of 
s foot and hand, on fufpicion of robbing his matter, 
dublick officer, of a fum of money, which it after- 
Birwards appeared, the matter had taken himfelf, 
Nt the rnaiter was privy to the punifhment, and the 
‘ve had no compenfation. He was punifhed by 
der of the mafter, who did not then chufe to make 
known that he himfelf had made ufe of. the money. 
either the miftrefs nor mafter were profecuted forP, 49. 
e(é “acts. 

A gentleman offended at a negro, named Monday, 
f mimicking him, bought him. After buying 
m, he ordered him to be fogged; the confequence 
as, that Monday cut his own throat. 

He thinks the abilities of the negroes equal to ourP. so. 
vn, and their difpofitions much the fame. The 
ee negroes are as induftrious as the whites, and he 
‘inks flavery caufes the unwillingnefs of the others. 
1 general, flaves are not fo good mechanicks as 
whites, which he attributes to the fame caule. Many 


Tee necroes are very good mechanicks, 
as i ae ole He 
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He has often heard flaves lament their unfort|! 
nate fituation. A negro man once afked him, wi: 
ther the old gentlemen of the country had not mi} 
to an{wer for, for not teaching them Chriftiani 
and for treating them fo cruelly as they did, |i 
allowing them to obtain. their own freedom wl 
they merited it. | 

A negro boy of his, detefted flavery fo much, tl| 
he refuied all fupport, which brought on a droji 
that killed him. Another negro, who had been) 
great man in his own country, refufed to work i 
any white man, and being therefore punifhed 
the overfeer, defired him to tell his mafter, that || 
would be a flave to no man. His mafter ordew 
him to be removed to another eftate. His hani 
were tied behind him, and in going over a bridge |: 
jumped into the water, and appeared no more. Thi 
are two facts of Dr. Harrifon’s own knowledge, ai 
of a great many which he cannot now recollect. | 

A flave of his told him fhe had been kidnappe: 
by being put ina bag. A man who was kidnapp; 
told him he was a great many months in travellti 
to the fea, that there was a traffick for flaves to fil 
to the whites, even beyond his country, and th: 
kidnapping was common there. | 

Sales of the flaves of diftreffed proprietors we 
frequent over all the ifland, when families were 0! 
ten feparated. He bought a negro woman and chi 
out of compaffion, that fhe might not be taken fro, 
her hufband. When negroes are feized for deb 
the marfhal takes them as he can find them, whid 
generally leaves a part of the family on the eftati 
though when he chances to feize a whole famil: 
he has known them put all up in one lot; but gen: 
rally part only of a family was fo feized. 

Fie has heard feveral overfeers fay, the ploug 
would fave a great deal of negro-labour, and lame! 
It was not ufed. 

General opinion favoured thofe overfeers who ma¢ 
motft fuzar, with little or no refpect to lenity ; I 
ane 
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ith more. In his opinion, were flaves more en- 
yuraged and more humanely treated, they would do 
Mjuch more work. 

(Slaves were certainly worfe treated when their 
afters were embarraffed ; for their diftreffes ob- 
sed them to work their flaves beyond their ftrength, 
make fugars to pay their debts. 

The planter’s refidence was of the greateft ad- 
ntage to his flaves. They were always the bet- 
r ufed for it in every refpect. . It was the ge- 
ral opinion, that the conduct of attornies was often 
confiftent with the intereft of non-refidents, and 
many cafes very injurious to them. 

It is well known there, that negro women have 
» fecurity againft violation, unlefs their matters 
10ofe to protect them. 

: He never thought free negroes fufficiently pro- 
Ged againft injuries from whites; becaufe their 
Pisths were not allowed, except in cafes of debt. 

In the outfkirts of Kingfton, he has always feen fe- 
‘ral emaciated and difeafed failors, who were leit on 
ore by mafters of Guineamen. 

The Jamaica flaves were generally treated very il], 
id only individuals treated them well. In South 
arolina, the flaves were in general treated very well, 
id only individuals treated them ill. In _S. Caro- 
na, they were well fed, well clothed, lefs worked, 
id never feverely whipped, In Jamaica they were 
idly fed, indifferently clothed, hard worked, and 
Wverely whipped. In S. Carolina, the negroes la- 
cured by tafk-work, which was often finilhed by 
ree or four P. M. which enabled them to work 
eir grounds, and to hunt and fifh for themfelves. 
Ne never faw a driver with a whip, for generally 
tere was no occafion for it, as they worked by tafk. 
In Dogtor Harrifon’s opinion, as a medical man, 
ie climate of Jamaica is more favourable to the in- 
Peale of flaves thag that of Carolina, notwithitand- 
ing 
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new one overfeer, remarkable for humanity, who 1791. 
ade more fugar with fewer hands than others did “~~ 
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ing which difadvantage, Carolina increafed in flav 
while thofe in Jamaica decreafed. Sufficient atta} 
tion was not paid to the rearing of negro child: 
even in Carolina, becaufe they were of opinion it 

cheaper to buy new negroes than to rear children, 


Harrison, 


Witnefs Examined, Doétor Jackson, Phyficie ! 
Stockton-upon-Tees. 


Went to Jamaica in 1774, refided there four yea 
chiefly at Savannah-la-Mar, where he practifed m/ 
dicine ; his proteffion led him daily, eight, ten, || 
more miles into the country; has occafionally bee, 
for a fhort time, at moft parts of the ifland. ‘| 

On his arrival found the condition of negroes hat 
and their treatment cruel. 

FPirft thing that fhocked him was, a creole lady (| 
fome confequence) fuperintending the punifhment | 
her flaves, male and female; ordering the number || 
lafhes, and with her own hands flogging the neg 
ape: if he did not punifh properly. 

Though this the only inftance he faw, believes | 
not uncommon for women of rank thus to fupe, 
intend punifhments of their flaves (p. 55): thi 
were not worte received in fociety for it; it might! 
faid, ‘* fuch a one Is a termagant,” but the was n 
for that lefs refpected; it’ was indeed thought n’ 
ceffary for an induftrious wife to be rigid in the P 
nifhment of her flaves. | 

The punifhment feemed to him very fevere, bloc 
flowed at every ftroke, and if the allotted quantu_ 
could not, without danger to life, be given at onc. 
the negro was put into the ftocks for fome days, al) 
when a little recruited, received the reft of h 
flogging. i 

As to mode of punifhing, in fome cafes the offend’ 
was tied and ftood upright; in others more fever 
was firetched between tour ftakes, fo tight that } 
cou, 


5 || 


W. In D.I .E°Se ur A.C KR SO Ne ‘Ri 


ald not fhrink or move; the whip, like- what our 1791. 
iegoners ufe, was thrown at the diftance of three —v~s 
() four paces, which of courfe greatly increafed the 
Might of the lafhes: for women too far advanced in 
Pe to be ftretched flat on the ground, a hole 


s dug in the earth to receive their bellies; this 
t he never faw, but is as certain of it, as one can- 
, of a fact he has not feen. 
} Thinks fevere whippings fometimes occafion flave’s 
ath: recollects a negro dying under the lath, or 
ry foon aiter; it was generally faid the negro was 
led by it; no attempt to bring the perfon toP. 54» , 
tice: people faid it was an unfortunate thing, 
re furprized the man was not more cautious, as it 
s not the firft thing of the kind that had happened 
him; but chiefly dwelt upon the proprietor’s lofs. 
Has feen flaves with a leg cut off, for running 
ay, he was told: law. there allows owners to do 
Has heard of negroes caftrated for trefpafs on 
erfeer’s black miftrels, of which act no account 
s taken.” 
Never knew a. negro complain to a magiftrate of 
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Bs matter: it was underftood he could not have 


yal redrefs, or if fo, negroes were ignorant of it. 
Jin general, no attention paid to the religious in- 
Juction of flaves. In the diftrict where he lived, 
‘church was never opened but for, a company. of 
diers. quartered there; nor to introduce marriage 
ong them. Negro men cohabited where they 
aied. White men had unreftrained intercourleP. 57. 
‘ plantation females. eee 
Negroes were generally efteemed a fpecies cf in- 
lour beings, whom the right of purchafe gave 
owner a power of ufing at his will. | 

Aiter much knowledge of them, he could not per- 
ve them at all interiour to unlettered white men 
Capacity. As to difpofition, they poffefs many 
iable qualities. They are charitable to all in dil- 
Is; parents ftrongly attached to their children ; 
1 many have given ftrongeft proofs of pr anhnge 
an 
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and attachment to their mafters. To mention i 
inftance of this; during the American war, in {} 
aétion at the Cow Pan, a negro who was attached) | 
him, had efcaped with the fugitives of the army || 
| 
| 


a diftance of two or three miles ; when, hearing frq. 
fome foldiers that his mafter had been feen unhorfe 
he returned to the field to fearch for him, and ff 
into the hands of the enemy. 

They often complain they are an oppreffed peop}, 
that they fuffer in this world, but expect happinefs F 
the next, whilft they denounce the vengeance |! 
God on the white men their oppreffors : if you fpej, 
to them of future punifhments they fay, ‘* W) 
« fhould a poor negro be punifhed: he does j 
«¢ wrong; fiery cauldrons, and fuch things, are i 
<< ferved for white people, as punifhments for the o, 
<¢ preffion of flaves.” | 

‘Were flaves well ufed he cannot conceive why thi, 
fhould not keep up their numbers : they are natural. 
prolifick, and the iflands are in general congenial , 
their conftitutions. 4 

The buying fyftem was generally preferred. Su, 
pofes, they are frequently loft, from mothers beir: 
forced to work while nurfes, as at other times, and ; 
becoming indifferent to rearing their children; n, 
that they want parental affection, but hard ufag, 
and the idea of rearing children fubjeé& to cruel trea 
ment, leads them to with their offspring may fai 
Has heard them wifh them dead, or that they he 
never been born, rather than be forced to fee the: 
daily punifhed : hence alfo they are fuppofed to pr¢ 
cure abortion, to which motive may be added, a fe: 
in fuch as are handfome, to diminifh their charms ; 
the eyes of white men. ae 

Slaves whofe owners are in embarraffed circun, 
{tances are ill clothed, hard worked, and poorly fe( 

In general, he confiders the hardfhip of negro fie) 
labour to be more in the mode, than in the quantit 
done. A white man in England would, doubtlef: 


though not fuperiour in flrength, do with eafe th 
wor 
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ibrk of three negroes in the Weft Indies; becaufe 17971. 
ll; (lave feeing no end to his labour, ftands over the -v~ 
irk, and only throws the hoe to avoid the lafh, heP: 59- 
|pears to work without actually working.  . 

iA planter’s intereft well underftood, would doubt- 

4, prevent his wearing out his flaves by exceflive 

our; but, there are few in circumftances to at- 

hd to this: they look to the immediate returns of 

#2 feafon only; the other is a view too diftant for 

MH; moft of them. , 

The flaves of refident owners are generally better 

lished than thofe of abfentees. 

The criterion of a manager’s merit feemed to be the 

reafing the number of hhds of fugar,; keeping up 

m ftock of flaves by breeding, was not the thing 

rincipally looked to. : 

“Managers have almoft always flaves of their own. 

Field flaves have land given them, fufficient jf inP. 60. 

Nod culture, for their fubfiftence, and fomething 

fer to carry to market. Many are allowed to keep 

breeding fow, or fome poultry; in general they 

Wwe no other property. 

Asa medical man, is of opinion that white arti- 

ers may, and actually do, work at their trade in 

+ Weft Indies; that Europeans are, with proper 

Mtion, equal to the ordinary field labour, without 

y material injury to health; he knows from per- 

ial experience, they may fafely walk 20, 30, or 

re miles a day. | 

The mortality among the troops may be afcribed 

re to want of difcipline, encampments on un- 

althy {pots, immoderate ule of {pirituous liquors, 

1 perhaps defects in the medical department, than 

climate. 

Did not perceive any great defect in the medical 

atment of flaves, every eftate being provided with 

medical perfon who vifits the negro hofpital atP, 61, 

red times in the week, and in extraordinary cafes 

es immediate attendance when called, 

RE yn. 4. EK The 
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179t. The manager vifiting the fick along with the ff} 
-v— ~ceon, from his fart entering as a book-keeper, |; 
comes equal to the treatment of flight complaints |f 
general there is a flave on each eftate who can [ 
blood, and do other common things. 1 
Superanuated flaves who have no relations, ¢: 

he believes, often placed at the corner of a corn fidy 
| 
1 


and have a few plantanes weekly to keep them fit 

dying with hunger; fuch of them as he has fe 

were, dirty and emaciated to the laft degree. if 

What flaves have occafion to carry, “they bear {i 

their heads, and can carry great weight in this wi 
Runaways are brought back by the Maroons, i 

P. 62. Has been in America: joined his regiment (71) 
in 1778, at York Ifland, accompanied it “to Savaind| 
traverfed all the fouthern provinces with the army; 
York-Town, Virginia; on its furrender, Be 
through Maryland, Pennfylvania, and Jerfey, | 
New-York. ‘The negroes of America appeal | 

great advantage compared with thofe of Jamaic 

their ideas were more expanded, and their bodi 
exertions greater. 
Thrice more domefticks are kept in Jamaica th: 
would be in England for the fame work. 


| 


Witnefs Examined,—Capt. Roserr Ross. 


: 
P. 62 Captain Robert Rofs was from 1762 to 7786! 
Jamaica. For three years and a half he was boo! 

keeper then on Mr. Dawkin’s eftate; he was in hi 

ceflion overfeer on Mr. soentiea: Lord Dudley, 

Dr. Rofs’s, and Mr. M‘tLellan’s; he then €o! 
manded a company of rangers for ie years ; fetti 

a property of his own in 1775; refided on it try 
1781.to 1786, when he came home. 

Firft impreffion on feeing the treatment of flay 

was, that they were cruelly treated, and that tl, 

mi¢ 
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iizht do their mafters work with lefs feverity, and 1791. 
hout the whip. ey 
Has feen a negro woman flogeed with ebony 
hes, fo that the {kin of her back was taken off 
r wn to her heels; fhe was then turned round and 
feed from her breaft ‘down to her waift, and in 
infequence he faw her afterwards walking upon all- 
pir, and unable to getup. He alfo fawa negro man 
til up by the wrifts, naked, picketted and flogged 
1h two whips; driver {topped for fome minutes 
ij, then began again. The punifhment might laft 
hour and a half, and was not by order of a ma- 
firate, but privately by the overfeer. At Kingfton 
d) a negro flogged by his mafter with a two inch 
e, from his neck to the waiftband, fo that his 
tik and body rofe in lumps as big as a man’s fin- 
tl, He has feen feveral fo feverely flogged as to 
ydifabled from working for days, and even weeks 
alr. 
Was acquainted with a mafter who cut off theP. 64. 
4; of a lave running away, and acknowledged the 
ii: to him. Saw the flave both before and after ; 
feveral others he has alfo feen with one ear cut 
| He has known often feverity of punifhment, 
ia bad care afterwards, occafion the death of ne- 
j\es. 
uaw limits number of lafhes to be given in private 
Huifhment to 39, but has known negroes receive 
}> at a time by order of overfeers, where the law 
ild only give 39. Never knew an overfeer pu- 
Med for inflicting them. 
s fure they were inflicted by overfeers for crimes 
ch the law upon conviction would not have pu- 
Wed with death. 
(tis underftood if a flave applied to a magiftrate 
Would get redrefs for exceffive punifhment, or wan- 
cruelty on the part of his mafter or other white 
Hfon. In towns he has frequently known them 
Ply, but not in the country. 
. Bag General 
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General mode of punifhing flaves in the towns |! 
by fending them to wharfs or workhoufes, where th{\ 
are punifhed at the will of their owners. In tow} 
where the magiltrate was nigh at hand, underftanh 
they gave redrets to the flaves who applied as befa|' 
for it. 

For fome years he refided near the town, but ni! 
in any of them, and in that period he has know! 
many inftances of feverity. Numbers carried to tl! 
wharfs at various times. | 

Inftances of extreme feverity already ftated were 4 
at that time practifed in the country. Generality ¢ 
the field-negroes in every place were more or le 
marked with the whip. 

Has known many negroes on their firft arrival, findir! 
themf{elves to be flaves, deftroy themfelves ; and font 
alfo on feeing their fellow-creatures punifhed. The 
often run away too for fear of the whip, and of Pe 
ing flogged for neglect of duty. ‘The overfeers af 
frequently turned out of place for overwhippin; 
when complaint is made to the matter or magiftrat! 
and therefore the overfeers are now more lenient j/ 
their punifhments than formerly. A 

Overfeers alfo are more attentive now to keepir: 
up the ftock of flaves by. breeding than formerls 
Except Lord Dudley’s eftate, he knows of not| 
which were not obliged to buy flaves. 

There has been a confiderable increafe of flav’ 
on the eftate of Mefirs. Muir and Atkinfon, and ¢ 
Mr. Malcolm’s eftate, where the overfeers hati 
taken great care of the flaves both old and youn; 
and ftudied conftantly to promote their mafter’s int 
reft. Thefe the only inftances of the kind he knows. 

A negro can have no redrefs for punifhment fro: 
a magiftrate. What induced him to fay that a flaw 
could obtain legal redrefs was, that a negro who wi 
flogged at the wharf at Kingfton, and afterwards wi 
fo beaten about the head, that his eye was knocke 
out, and lay upon his cheek, faid that he would ¢ 


fhew his eye to Mr. French, who kept a negro wencl 
an 
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id had therefore a great attachment to flaves; but 1791. 

to having redrefs from Mr. French as a magiftrate, “~~ 

(: never underftood he had any. 

| Does not know if the perfon who beat out the 

Hjave’s eye was his owner or only one hired by him. 

Bp} dozen white perfons were prefent at the time. 

Joes not know that the man was ever cailed to anP. 67. 

count for it. 

There is a law in Jamaica forbidding owners at 

‘ne time and for one crime, to give more than 39 

ifhes to a flave, and if fufficient evidence were pro- 

faced he has no doubt that the tranforeffor might be 

yilled to an account by a magiltrate, but the evi- 

‘bnce of a negro is not good againft a white man. 

| He has feen overfeers give above 200 lafhes, and 

Mterwards flog flaves about the head and fhoulders 

ith a cow fkin ; he never heard of one being called 

) account for it before a magiftrate. 

| He faw Mr. John Shackle a magiftrate in Jamaica 

og a negro three times in one day, at breakfaft 

jme; dinner time; and at fix in the evening. The 

loro was in the ftocks between the flogeings. No 

ublick notice was taken of it. 

| As to perfons commonly reputed to have mur- 

ered negroes——— 
a % cs % & 

* * * ‘ * cS 

% r % Xs % * 


‘e had hanged a negro on a poft clofe to his houfe, p. 6g, 
ad in three years deitroyed 40 out of 60 by feverity. 
* % * * % % 


* * * * % * 


~ 


* * * ‘ # % 
He has known flaves feverely punifhed, then put 
ato the ftocks, a cattle chain of 601b, or 7o lb. 
yeight put on them, and a large collar about their 
ecks, and a weight of 56 1b. faftened to the chain 
7hen they were drove afield, They oiten die in a few 


ays of their fevere punifhments, for having et 
! ve 
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1791. food, and little care, to keep the fores clear after thd) 
“vy whipping, their death is often the confequence. 
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Has known negroes flogged as unwilling to work} 
who were in fact fick and unable to work, they could) 
not work for many weeks after, and the caufe was) 
often want of food. | 

Where there are many negroes the work muft bel 
lighter, but it depends on the lenity of overfeers, | 

Bought 59 African negroes, but was never forced: 
to buy any one he did not like, with a view of not! 
feparating relatives. | 

’ 


i) 
i 
Witnefs Examined,—Mr. Henry Coor, of Settle, 
Yorkfhire, Gent. | 
| 


| 


I 


Was in Jamaica 15 years, ending 1774, as a mill- 
wright, chiefly in Weftmoreland, but did bufinefs in } 
three other parifhes. : ao") 

After he had been near 18 months there, he had 
16 or 20 flaves under his direétion. Had about 20 | 
of his own, whom he made mill-wrights and car- 1 
penters, among Mr. Beckford’s negroes. After they | 
learnt their bufinefs, he became partner with one | 
David Thomas, who fuperintended his Mr. (Coor’s) : 
flaves, with a few of his own. | 

Flad great opportunities of obferving field-ne- ; 
groes’ treatment: was on feveral eftates daily, and. 
had people conftantly working there. Generally | 
breakfafted, and often dined with overfeers, and faw | 
all their a¢tions as much as any man poffibly could. 
Overfeers fetting flaves to work, in the morning, | 
was moftly attended with loud peels of whipping. | 
Obferved when overfeers came early to the field, ; 
flaves who came afterwards wére fure of whipping 
over the clothes. Breeches for the men, and petticoats | 
for the women, generaily of coarfe linen. In this. 
cafe, a few {teps before they join the gang, they ; 
throw down the hoe, clap both hands on their hag : 
an 
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| d patiently take 10 to 15, or 20 lafhes: but thofe 1791. 


Jno could not ftand without fhrinking, were fure to —\w 


} ftretched on the ground, or held by four of their 
llows, till they had received their compliment. 
Jnis flight whipping, as it is generally called, is car- 
)):d on, more or lefs, all day. Ina gang of about 100, 
2 generally four or five black drivers, with each a 
up; and in moft fields, one or two white drivers who 
Hive only fticks to lean on, while they ftand along 
He line, and dire& the black drivers to touch up thofe 
Sey think remifs. About eight o’clock the over- 
ir goes to breakfaft, and if he has any criminals at 
y)me, he orders a black driver to follow him; for 
))s then ufual to take fuch out of the ftocks, and flog 
yem before the overfeer’s houfe. The method ge- 
vrally is this : the delinquent is {tripped and tied on 
Wiladder, his legs to the fides, and his arms above 
) head, and, fometimes a rope is tied round his 
iddle. The driver whips him on the bare {kin, and 
the overfeer thinks he does not lay it on hard 
Hough, he fometimes knocks him down, with his 
jn hand, or makes him change places with the de- 
quent, and be feverely whipped. Has known 
i,ny receive on the ladder, from 100 to 150 lathes, 
i fome two cool hundreds, as they are generally 
led. Has known many returned to confinement, 
1,in 1, 2, or three days, brought to. the ladder, 
d receive the fame complement, or thereabouts, 
before. They feldom take them off the ladder, 
til all the fkin, from the hams to the fmall of the 
¢k; appears only raw flefh and blood, and then 
'y wath the parts with falt pickle. This appeared 
Whim, from the convulfions it occafioned, more 
vel than the whipping; but was done to prevent 
tification. Has known many, after fuch whip- 
g, fent to the field, under a guard, and worked 
day, with no food but what their friends might 
ye them, out of their own poor pittance. He has 
wn them returned to the ftocks at night, and 
Mked next day, fucceffively. This cruel whip- 


ping, 
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ping, hard working, and ftarving, has, to his know) 
ledge, made many commit fuicide. Remembers }) 
flaves, who, from bad treatment, rebelled on a Sul, 
day, ran into the woods, and all cut their throats tty 
gether. He could relate feveral other inftancd) 
(p. 74.) He has been often a juryman in fuck cafe) 
and remembers no other verdict given thas ¢ Fel 
‘“< de fe,” and except once, never knew it oppofe} 
and that was a flave on William’s Field eftate, wi) 
was whipped by order of the overfeer, and afte) 
wards beaten by him moft inhumanly with a fta| 
over his head. The negro told him he had broh, 
his arm, which he held up to ward off the blow, 
yet he kept on beating him, till the man {prang oj 
and next morning was found hanging to atree. A, 
eye-witnefs declared, in evidence, he believed tl, 
negro’s arm was broke, and that this cruel treatme|, 
made him kill himfelf. A doétor agreed the ar: 
was much fwelled, but could not fay it was brok, 
After a long canvas, the verdict was, as ufual, fe, 
murder. The Gold Coaft negroes, when driven 1 
defpair, by harfh ufage, always cut their throats 
and thofe of the moft inland country, moftly har, 
themfelves. | 
Once, when dining with an overfeer, an old wi, 
man, who had run away a few days, was broug| 
home, with her hands tied behind. After dinne 
the overfeer, with a clerk, named Bakewell, took tl 
woman, thus tied, to the hot houfe, a place for tl 
fick, and where the ftocks are in one of the room, 
Mr. Coor went to work in the mill about 1oo yar} 
off, and hearing a moft diftrefsful cry from th, 
houfe, he afked his men, who, and what it was, thy 
faid they thought it was old Quafheba. About, 
o’clock the noife ceafed, and about the time he w 
leaving work, Bakewell came to him, apparently | 
creat fpirits, and faid, ‘© Well, Mr. Coor, old Qu. 
< fheba isdead. We took her to the ftocks room, 
‘¢ the overfeer threw a rope over the beam; Iw, 
*¢ jack ketch, and hauled her ‘up, till her feet w| 
| “6 
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of the ground. The overfeer locked the door, 1791. 
and took the key with him, until I now returned ——~ 

P with a flave into the ftocks, and found her dead.” P- 736, 

Mr. C. faid, * You have killed her; I heard her 

icry all the afternoon.” He anfwered, « D—n 

Wher for an old b—h, fhe was good for nothing, 

what fignifies killing fuch an old woman as her,” 

Wir. C. faid, * Bakewell, you fhock me,” and left 

Ym. The next morning, his men told him, they 

‘i helped to bury her; fo here it refted, till ano- 

Wr affair brought it on the carpet, The poultry 

reper, a girl about 11 or 12 years of age, brought 

: overfeer a young duck that had died, to clear 

yfelf of having killed it; that not fatisfying him, 

beat her very feverely himfelf, and then forced 

I to eat up the duck guts, feathers and all, threat- 

(ing her with 5 times as much beating, if fhe did 

The girl thinking more would kill her, tore 

deat every bit of it. In the evening fhe com- 

fined to her mother, who went, at night, and com- 

fined to Mr. Beckford’s attorney, of that and other 
Nelties of the overfeer; and for one, the ftory of 

B Quafheba, referring for proof of all, to Mr. 

‘pr, who was all the time.on the eftate. The at- 

Mey fent for him, Mr. C. to wait on him next 

Prning, which he did, and told him old Quafheba’s P, 43. 

Ny, asrelated. He was very angry at him, afking 

1 how he could fee his mafter’s flaves murdered 

without telling him (the attorney) of it. He 

it was not his bufinefs to tell him, but fuch 

elties were fo common on the eftates, that he had 

ught no more of it. The overfeer fuffered no le- 
punifhment. The attorney appeared very angry 

h him, at the time, but all was fettled, and he 

mton as ufual for about half a year, when he 

) difmiffed, Mr. C. cannot exactly fay for what. 

de thought the treatment by the overfeers inp, 7A. 

Meral, very fevere. He did not think this feve- 

-neceffary, for many fubftantial reafons he could 

amb. 4, B give. 
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a as 
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(tration. \ 
One George White, kept up fo fharp a difciply! 


over a gang of flaves, which fell under his (Coor}} 


care afterwards, that he generally flogged them vq! 
feverely for the fmalleft faults, fo that he redud} 
them both in their perfons.and faculties. They w4i 
never without fores, from his cruelty. The fla? 
gings quite difabled them from ufing the little ])} 
{ure they had in working their grounds, which w/ 
their chief fupport. Hence they became poor ba} 
in body and property, and fubject to theft, which |} 
moftly attributed to want; for their fores from bei} 
ing made them unwilling to ftir, when at leifu)) 
When thefe flaves came under him (Mr. Coor) | 
ufed them kindly, excufed fmali faults, promifed 1) 
wards for good behaviour; fuch as allowing the, 


‘ 
time to work their grounds. His firft care was) 
c 


<= 


fee them make a good ufe of this time ;. but after 
found their grounds thriving, he had little more, 
do, and ina few months, from a poor, fcabbed, i, 
looking, difpirited' gang, they became fat, flee, 
lively, and worked as chearfully as ever he faw wot, 
men in England; and he could have done more wo. 
with them, in one-third lefs time, than White cot! 
have done with all the force of the whip. Go, 
treatment changed their very morals: he could ha; 
trufted them with any thing. Beinga lieutenant, | 
was once ordered out after outlaws, by the colon, 
who gave him leave to chufe a ferjeant’s guard oft, 
white militia; he told the colonel, if he pleaied , 
(Mr. Coor) would arm his flaves for that du, 
which he did, and found as much fidelity in the, 
as he could have expected in Englifhmen. Th; 
pitched their tents round his, faying, they would , 
die; fooner than he fhould be hurt. Thofe fla’ 
were under his care 132 years, during which he ne) 


flogged one of them. They would have been mc 


afhamed of a fmall tap, with a fupple jack from | 
hand, than of 100 lafhes from their former: 4 


| W.Iwpres. Coor. 


“They were grateful in the higheft degree. On Sun- 179. 
) lay, they often would bring him a fowl, as a prefent, ““™ 
od never killed a hog, but they faved fome choice 
Piart for him. He could mention a variety of other 
Jnftances of their gratitude and affection to him. 
An eftate, at which he did bufinefs at times, in his 
‘eighbourhood, belonging to a Mr. Dunn, was a 
mall one when he firft went there, not from want of 
ind, but of negroes. It then made about so hhds. 
ffugar. He worked his flaves moderately, and his 
ife took great care of the fick, lying-in women andP, 88, 
“hildren, who feemed to fwarm on this eftate, and 
enever heard any complaint of the locked jaw there. 
fo Mr. (C’s knowledge, in a few years, this eftate 
oubled its produce, and before he, Mr. C. left Ja- 
jaica, he had fettled another thriving eftate, under 
is eldeft fon, which then made about 60 hhds. and 
J,to the beft of his knowledge, had arifen out of 
pe fmall ftock of flaves before-mentioned, except 
ux mew negroes bought. He could not but haveP. 89. 
mown it, had more been bought. A neighbour- 
ig eftate to this, whofe ficuation was far fuperior for 
palth and eafe in getting provilions, yet perpetually 
ecreafed in flaves, owing, in his, and other peoples 
pinions, to inhuman treatment. The owner, who 
lanaged it himfelf, very often, to Mr. C’s know- 
dge, bought 20, 30, or 40 new flaves at alot, and, 
'about 10 or ta years, the eftate was very much 
‘daced, both in produce and negroes; fo that from 
ood circumftances, his credit was in that time re- 
uced to a very low ebb, which, he verily believes, 
‘ole from ill-treating his flaves. It would be tono 
Urpofe to tell the particulars. Some inftances of 
is Capricious cruelties are too bad to relate, 

He has always thought the rearing of children well 
orth the planter’s notice; but fo inattentive did he 
ways find them to it, that he has heard overfeers 
ys they would far rather the children fhould die 
lan live; nor did he ever fee any proper prepara- 
on for the reception of them, ‘The fides of the 
| Pe huts 
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huts they are born in, are no more defence agair 
the cold night damps, than one of our pafture hedged 
Bedding they have none, but a board or bafs md! 
When ce child is born, che midwife afks the ove! 
feer for fomething for the woman; a bottle of ruy 
and 2 or 3 pound of falt beef, which does we 
enough, for they feldom fail to recover. But thy’ 
never put the infant to the mother’s breaft, till}! 
days be over, for which time a woman out of tl: 
field nurfes it, who probably has a child 2, 3, or 
months old. Here he fubmits to medical met 
what effet the milk of a woman, hardly wrougi 
and poorly fed, under a vertical fun, would have d 
a tender infant. They moftly die convulfed, geni 
rally about the 8th day. This want of care is mo 
lamentable, not only from humanity, but intereft, f¢ 
if they farvive the 8th day, they moftly do well, an 
he very feldom remembered any dying, from the Bt) 
day to the 8th year. What convinces him farther | 
is for want of care, is, becaufe, where they have wari 
houfes, kind treatment, and the child fet to the me 
ther’s breaft, | he very feldom knew any die; and | 
was neither Jabour nor expence to raife them, afts 
the fatal 8th sai was over. It is his firm opiniot! 
that with kind and judicious treatment of the infant) 
the flaves in Jamaica will increafe, without bas in 
portations from Africa. | 
It was more overfeers object to work flaves oul! 
and truft for African fupplies, than work them me’ 
derately, and keep them up by breeding ; for he hz 
heard many fay, ‘* I have made my employer 20, 3¢ 
‘© or 40 more hhds. per year than my predecefform 
«c and though I have killed 30 or 40 negroes pe 
«¢ year more, yet the produce has been more tha’ 
*¢ adequate to the lofs 
The flaves can expect no redrefs, but from the at’ 
torney. Many of them have commiffions on th 
produce, and, if they give ear to the flaves com, 
laints, the over feesutlt tell them he will leave thy 
eftate, If he makes great crops, Mr. C. has ofte 
obferye 
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pferved the attorney wink at his preffing the flaves 
|| perform more work than human nature could\bear, ~~ 
) Moft of the field flaves are marked with the whip, 
nt only Africans, but creoles. Has known many 
Djry well difpofed creole negroes, that have had 
heals from their hams up to the {mall of their 
jicks; but this is nothing thought of, as it is fo 
}>mmon. 
It is natural to think that flaves will fuffer from 
\eir mafter’s being in debt; for they are generally 
Jard worked, and ill clothed and fed. He could 
Wention, as inftances, 2 or 3 neighbouring eftates. 
1 Domefticks are very often treated ijl, without re- 
refs, from their mafter’s caprice. He has heard 
Hany fay, they would rather be under the field hard- 
ip, than inthe houfe. He boarded about 6 monthsP. 91. 
Nth a doétor, who ufed his field-flaves ill, but he 
hily faw how his domefticks were treated. He 
ade no more of knocking down his waiting-boy, 
> j\.an if he had been a piece of wood, for what Mr. ON 
jought no fault at all. Two houfe-wenches were 
Heated the fame way. One of them having broken 
plate, or fpilc a cup of tea, he nailed her ear toa 
)oft. Mr. C. remonftrated in vain. They went to 
-d and left her there; in the morning fhe was gone, 
aving torn the head of the nail through her ear. 
he was foon brought back, and when he came to 
‘eakfaft, he found fhe had been very feverely whip- 
sd by the dodtor, who, in his fury, clipt both her 
irs off clofe to her head, with a pair of large feil- 
ts, and fhe was fet to pick feeds out of cotton, a- 
jong 3 or 4 more, emaciated by his cruelties, until 
‘ey were fit for nothing elfe. This girl never ap- 
ied for legal redrefs. The negroes generally 
Jought they could have no redrefs, but from their 
afters or attornies. He believes no more notice 
as taken of the deed, than if he had cut off his dog’s 
rs, Thinks fome magiftrates could hardly mifs 
nowing it; for feveral vifited at the doctors. The 
il waited at table with her ears off. 


He 
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179%. He never knew a field flave have more tha 
fey breeding fow and a few poultry, and thinks it Imp4i 
fible for fuch to get any property. Never kn¢ 

even tradefmen pofiefs any thing, though they hal 

more opportunities of accumulating than a fiell’ 

flave. 

P. 93. Slaves were forced to carry from their ground! 
whatever they could {pare from the bread of thd 
family, to buy falt provifions for all the week. Q/’ 

negro would carry about 4 bits worth, more or le/' 
according to the varying market price, which thi\ 

Jay out in eatables or clothes; for, in general, thi’ 

had only 5 yards of cloth, worth about feven-penc’ 

or feven-pence half-penny per yard. ‘ 

Slaves were fed many ways, but the moft comme 

was, depending on their little grounds. The poor’ 

er, who never had fpirits or ability to cultivate then’ 
depended on fome one of the plantation flaves, f¢ 

whom they worked all the little time they were al’ 

lowed. Does not fpeak of new negroes ; for the' 

are generally diftributed to the plantation flaves, wh’ 

have the beft grounds, under whom they work a’ 

the little time they are excufed from their matter’ 
bufinefs. They have land, which overfeers thin’ 

they fhould bring into fome order, while under th: 

faid negroes; but too often, from quarrels with th 

maiter flaves, they are turned out of doors befor’ 

their grounds are in perfection, and obliged to ftea' 

P. 94. oF beg. Thinks this the greateft reafon why ther' 
are fo many bad flaves. Slaves land, wherever hi 
has been, is quite fuflicient; but they have not tim’ 
to work it. 
Dead mules, horfes, cows, &c. were all burnt 
under infpection of a white man. Had they bee 
buried, the negroes would have dug them up in thy 
night, to eat them through hunger. It was gene’ 
rally faid to be done, to prevent the negroes fron’ 
eating them, left it fhould breed diforders. 
On Shrewfbury eftate, the overfeer fent for a flave' 
and in talking with him, he haftily ftruck him 4 
tat 
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|) head with a fmall hanger, and gave him two 1791. 
jos about the waift. The flave faid, “* Overfeer, —~~w 
vou have killed me.” He pufhed him out of the 
22a. The flave went home and died that night. 
a) was buried, and no more faid about it. Mr. C’s 
jufe was on this eftate, near the overfeer’s houfe. 
jyout 6 months after, the overfeer moved thence, 
,Anchovie-Bottom eftate, why, Mr. C. cannot tell ; 
It knows it was not for this. This was about 
iyo. He was called a very valuable overfeer, as 
jwotked the flaves hard, and made great crops of 
war. It was generally believed he had killed 2 
lyre at Anchovie-Bottom; as a proof of this,—it 
T\ng whifpered, among the neighbours, that thefe 
jo made three flaves he had killed, and it being 
iked upon then, that the killing of three flaves 
is capital, he thought proper to go privately away, 
id Mr. C. never heard more of him. A. Mr. Foot, 
i inferior attorney under Mr. Herring) Mr. C. isp, g¢, 
ar, knew the particulars of the firit-mentioned 
lirder, having often talked with him on that, and 
ny fimilar fubjects; but knows not, if Mr. Foot 
Wd itto Mr. Herring. He never heard of the leaft 
Miempt to bring the overfeer to juftice,; but has 
lird Mr. Foot fay, he was a very good overteer, © 
ta d——d wicked dog when drunk. Mr. C, is 
ytty clear he was drunk when he did that deed. 
(The flaves allowed food, in Jamaica, was moftly 
jrings. He has known about 2 barrels among 
1, 150, or 160 flaves, at a time; about once a 
nth or fix weeks; and he is clear, that every 
(nmon man’s fhare, was very feldom above 7 or 8 
tings. The field-negroes had no other allow- 
"te; and fometimes he has feen herrings fo rotten, 
o have been meafured out, all mafhed up like a 
ridge, 
He bought 6 boys and 2 girls from a Guinea fhip. 
‘took a flave with him to interpret, and who 
ed the flaves he bought, if they had had the yaws. 
Jey all told him they had, their fkin being then 
: very 
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very clean and black; but in 6 weeks or two ‘acotie| 
they all broke out violently with the yaws. They 
then {poke a little Englith, and he afked them, if 
they had not the yaws in their country. They faid, 
yes; but when they came near buccra country, the, 
buccra on board rubbed them with fomething ay 
made their fkin clean. He has known feveral Gui-| 
neamen in port 2 or 3 weeks, before declaring fale, 
or allowing any inhabitant to go on board (which) 
they never allow, until they have declared fale) and. 
it was always reported, that this delay was to get the. 
flaves in proper trim for fale. 

Jobbing gangs were increafing much when he left 
Jamaica. Every overfeer or white man, who had, 
money or credit, bought new negroes to job them, 
out.. He could have had £14 per cent. for his, 
money, in that way, and have had it infured; but. 
mafters that work them themfelves in that way, ‘make, 
much more. { 

Epidemicks are much more fatal to poor and ill, 
fed, than to well fed, hearty flaves. But one fatal, 
epidemick (a flux) prevailed while he was there. It, 
attacked all ranks of whites and blacks; and it was, 
generally poor, ill fed negroes, that died ‘of it. Few 
well fed negroes died of it, and not one white, 
perfon. 

On fome eftates, the negroes provifion crounds, 
are clofe at hand, on others tolerably near ; but he. 
knows feveral, where they were 4 or five miles off. | 

Always obferved negroes, w 
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who had grounds in to-, 
lerable order, work with great pleafure ; but thole, 
who were turned into them only covered with woods, 
and buthes, had very ill heart to begin upon them, 
and generally were obliged to fpend that time they, 
fhould have laid out upon their grounds, in working, 
under fome other negro, for prefent fupport. me | 

Has often known the different offices of overfeer, 
doctor and attorney, on an eftate, filled by the fame 
perfon. 
Runaway . 
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3 per head for taking them, anda fhilling for every 
Nile they bring them. 

>’ On one eftate, moft of the flaves were chriftened 
‘\d inftructed by a perfon fent from Europe, and 
ey were always the beft difpofed flaves in that 
‘yighbourhood ; but on no other eftates did he ever 
yjar fuch a thing named. Of a number of flaves 
ken from Guadaloupe, one family was bought by 
Wneighbour of his, and the door told him, the 
her of that family had prayers in his houfe night 
4d morning. He does not remember the eftate, 
Minere the flaves were inftructed, buying any new 
ves, and they were always very ftrong handed. 
Ye was very well acquainted with the whole gang, 
the took care of their mills, &c. for moft of the 
ine he was there. 

)\Promifcuous intercourfe was very common, both 
Nong the flaves, and between the white men and 
Hicrowomen. There was noreftriction. It was the 
Jeateft difgrace for a white man, not to cohabit 
“th fome woman or other. No attempts were made 
induce the men flaves to reftrict themfelves to one 
yman. It was not confidered any way difadvan- 
izeous to an eftate, for the men to have 1, 2, 3, or 


2 produce of their little fpots of ground. ‘The 
eroes wives were not at all fecure from the at- 
res of the overfeer or book-keepers; for though 
an might know of his wife having lain with the 
yerfeer or book-keeper, he dared not refent it, 
her to her or to them, for if he did, he would 
fure of a very {mart flogging for it, though pro- 
bly on fome other pretext. 
In Bofton, Rhode-Ifland, New-York, New-Jer- 
Ws, and Pennfylvania, the flaves are treated much 
a farmers fervants in England, and he faw them 
ry on their matters bufinefs juft in the fame way. 
Where a mafter had 3, 4, or more flaves, one ol 
Mim. As G them 
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| | 
‘Runaway flaves never take refuge among the Ma- 1790. 
ons; for thefe are a check on them. ‘hey have e\~u 


Wives, according as they could maintain them with Pp, 98. 
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1791. them was moftly a leading man. He has often cq) 
tv~~ verfed with fuch head man on farming, ploughir 
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éc. and always found him very intelligent. 
Thinks a great deal of his evidence has tended 
fhew, that the behaviour of the negroes genera 
correfpond with their treatment. ! 
At his firft going to the ifland, a common loge 
would put him in a tremble, fo that he did not fg 
right for the reft of the day; but by degres it kj 
came fo habitual, that he thought no more of fg 
ing a black-man’s head cut off, than he fhould ng 
think of a butcher cutting off the head of a eah 


Witnefs examined—Joun Gixzs, 


Near Hay, Brecknockihire, — Farmer. 


Was in Montferrat from 1757 to 1762; in Gran 


terre 1763; in Grenada 1764, and part 1765; in | 
America reft of 1765; in St. Croix from 1766 | 
1772; in England 1773; in St. Croix 1774 to 177%) 

His firlt impreffion in the Weft Indies was, th: 
flaves were cruelly treated, feverely punifhed 1 
trifling offences, and not fufficiently fed. 

He arrived in stop time; there was then no for 
allowed, except a furnace of horfe-beans or potat« 
daily boiled for the weaker part’ of the gang. O 
of crop, the allowance was from four to fix pints | 
horfe-beans, rice, or Indian corn, and four to 
herrings weekly, to each flave.’ { 

A great deal of land allowed them, but no tit! 
to cultivate it, except Sunday ; when they were a} 
obliged to pick large bundles of grails, morning a: 
nicht ; many too, “watched the works in rotatiol 
no other day was allowed in lieu of the cime loft 
them on thefe occafions, i 

Picking of grafs is ever a oreat hardfhip, Se 
Jarly in dry fealons : they are forced to do it on a 

ay) 
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un-fet, 

Has often known flaves fteal from. hunger. 
Knows of no care taken to inftruct flaves, or in- 
tuce them to marry. 

| Their capacity is good, and their difpofition better 
aan might be expected from perfons fo untutored. 
Severe treatment is no ways neceffary. On two 
(tates where he lived, the increafe of the flaves, un- 
er a milder treatment, exceeded decreafe by one per 


ot run away as on other eftates, where treated ill. | 
The flaves were very inhumanly treated on the 
tate he lived on in Montferrat: the field gang was 


got afforted as to ftrength, the weak flaves being 


wced to work as much as the ftrone. 

Recollects feveral fhocking inftances of punifhment 
were; in particular, the driver, at day-break, once 
formed the overfeer, that one, of 4 or 5 negroes, 
jained, in a dungeon, would not rife: he accom- 
anied overfeer to the dungeon, who fet the others 
lat were in the chain to drag him out, and not 
fing when out, he ordered a bundle of cane trath 
» be put round him, and fet fire to. As he ftill 
d-not rife, he had a fmall foldering iron heated, 
id thruft between his teeth. As the man did not 
et rife, he had the chain taken off, and fent him to 
¢ hofpital, where he languifhed fome days, and died. 
hough the owner refided on the eftate, never heard 
F he condemned this conduét, which if he had, 
» (Mr. G.) muft have knew it. He could, if ne- 
flary, relate feveral other inftances. The overfeer, 
far from being punifhed, or called to account for 
is action, was always in great favour with his 


ere punifhed by fevere whippings, by chains, by 
ty hard work, and often not releafed from the 
ain till, being fo emaciated, they were in danger 
‘dying. The deaths exceeded the births more than 
fotaone, The eftate did not profper, the gentle- 
G 2 man 
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lays, in the time allowed for dinner, and after I7Q1. 
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ent. There was alfo more work done, as they did p, 766 


afters. Slaves often ran away, and when retaken P, 77, 
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man was almoft ruined by it. The mortality wa‘ 
chiefly among the grown field flaves, by their being 
hard worked, cruelly punifhed, and fparingly fed, ! 
Thinks the flaves were often fo fatigued by thi 
labour of the week, as fcarcely to be capable o 
working their own ground on Sunday. it 
The marks of the whip were to be feen on almof|) 
ali the weaker part of the gang, from forcing ther | 
to keep up with the reft. i 
Pregnant women punifhed, but not very feverely! 
When flaves were fo old as to be paft labour, ther! 
owners did not feed them. . 
Negroes might be managed with comparative eafe| 
were their temper and diJpofition attended to. Thi 
bufinefs might then be done in a better manner, ani 


Nn q 


without fuch frequent flogging. | 
Never heard that flaves had any protection from il) 
ufuage from owners, or thofe under them. . 


Never knew one planter interfere with the treat! 
ment of the flaves of another. H 
Never heard any thing of the locked jaw. The 
had children die fometimes; but neither overfeer no! 
doctor interfered; they were left to old wowen, th) 
midwives. | i 
The treatment in Grenada was exactly fimilar 


that in Montferrat; he faw no difference.  % 
. The merit of a manager was eftimated by thi 
quantity of crops produced on the eftate. | 


A manager of Grenada told him of a great cruelt 
he had committed. ‘Several negroes and mules hac 
died on the eftate; an old woman was fufpected o: 
having poifoned them. He, (Mr. G.) afked the 
manager if they had not given her up to the law 
who faid no, they had taken a fhorter method with 
her. They made abit of a thatched hut, put ‘hei 
into it, with fome combuttibles, and burnt her t¢ 
death. The manager was not difcharged for this 
thinks he told him it was done by the owner’s defire.' 
It was not told him as a fecret, 
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Never heard of any care taken at African fales to 1791. 
prevent the feparation of relations. vw 
- Never knew pains taken to improve mode of cul P. 80, 
jivation, or implements of hufbandry, except in that 

>f cutting cane tops by amachine. Plough might 

te applied with great effect in thefe two iflands in 
rafing the labour of flaves. : 

Slaves in St. Croix were better ufed than in either 

"bf the two Britifh iflands, but not fo well as they 
pught, were the planters attentive to their intereit ; 

ind if properly treated, believes their increafe would 

be general throughout the iflands. 

| Never heard that the flaves had any protection 

here. 

| Planters there refide on their eftates, and do not 

ive fo extravagantly as in the Englith iflands. 
 Recollects an inttance of the effects of treatment of 
aves. Where he was manager, the flaves were 
Forced to be up at two in the morning, at a time 

when canes were cutting, on So acres of a rifing 
zround, which, from a want of mules, they were 

hifo obliged to carry half a mile upon their heads. 

WLhis year the flaves decreafed. He prevailed on the 
‘owner to buy fix mules more egainft next crop; that 
and the following year the flaves increafed one per 
Tkent. Was perfectly convinced that the decreafe and 
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lincreafe {poke to, was in coniequence of the difference 
of labour. 
| Never heard talk of the Code Noir while in Grande 
Terre: if it had been ufual for flaves to be any way 
relieved by it, they would have fought redrefs for 
the very fevere ufage of a man who was his partner 
in a diftillery: the commanders, to whom he was 
very obnoxious, would certainly have taken cogni- 
zance of his conduct to his flaves, had it been uiual 
to do fo. 
Thinks one half of the domettics of the planters 
jof Montferrat and Grenada unneceflary, 
The Chief Judge ac Montlerrat was the sa de 
ohn 
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1791. John Dyer. Grenada, while he was there, was unde/ 
tery military law. | i 
The judges were planters—not, he believes, bred 


to the law—removable at the King’s pleafure. 


Witnefs examined—Martuew Terry, 


Of Afkrig, Yorkfhire, Land Surveyor. 


P. 82. Was four years in Dominique as book-keeper and | 
overicer, one at Tobago as a land-furveyor, in the’ 
King’s fervice, and feven in Grenada, ending in! 
1781, as a colony furveyor. 1 ! 

His trade gave him full opportunity of obferving’ 
the treatment of flaves. They appeared in general | 
to be ufed with great feverity; believes they gene. 
rally underftood that the law reftricted the number | 
of lafhes to 39; but this was not in the leaft ob- 
ferved; has feen it broken repeatedly; never knew! 
any redrefs obtained. It was ufual to rub their! 
backs with brine after fevere punifhments. i 
_ In his time one Thochard, a French planter, in | 
Grenada, was generally fuppofed to treat his flaves” 
very cruelly, and for trivial offences to cut off their | 
ears and legs, and otherwife mutilate them. Heard 
of no attempt to punith him. | Saw upon his eftate | 
two men-flaves with wooden legs. 

The greateft property he ever knew a field flave t 
poficls was two pigs, and a little poultry. The flave 
has not the means of getting much property, (p.85). | 

Little or no attention was paid to the breeding | 
of flaves; child-bearing, and confequent lofs of 4 
labour, was matter of regret to planters; little or 
no difference in the punifhments of pregnant females”! 
and others. The planters appeared to prefer ine | 
creafing their crop to increafing their flaves, (p. 85) {| 
to depend upon African fupplies, and defirous to 
have as many males as poffible, | 
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Very confiderable loffes were common arnong the 1791. 
ewly imported Africans. One-third die within the =~ 
firft year. Of a lot of fix, bought by himfelf, two 

died within the firft year, and at the end of five 
§ yyears-two only furvived. P. $5. 
Suicide is common, particularly among the E.bos, 

Never heard of an inftance of it among creole flaves. 
The latter are more induftrious, being inured to it 
ffrom their infancy. | 

Seldom run away. Infurrections are confined to 
‘Africans. | 

Never knew a flave buy his freedom. 

No allowance of grain or flour given to any butP. 86. 
new negroes, Has known a bunch of plantanes 
(fufficient for a week’s allowance) given to each 
negro once or twice a year. 

Many managers poflefs flaves of their own. 
| Land furveying is exceedingly laborious in the 
Weft Indies; he purfued it for 7 years without in- 


be 


jury to his health: has often feen mill-wrights at 
work in the fun, whofe health did not fuffer. There 
are alfo white blackfmiths and coopers there, but the 


latter only direct negroes working under them. 


Witnefs examined Capt. Hatt, of the Royal 

: | Navy. 

|. Was at Barbadoes and the Leeward iflands fromP. 99- 
1769 to 1773, and from 1780 to 1782 at thole places, 
and at Jamaica and St. Domingo. 

The treatment of negroes on the B. iflands appear- 
ed to him tolerable in the towns; on the plantations 
rather inhuman. Punifhments infl:cted were very 
hocking to pe:fons not ufed to fee them: much 
pace fo than on board a man of war. The field 
flaves he has feen (a great many) were generally 
marked with the whip. 

In cafes of ill treatment by their mafters, it was 


generally underftood, they could not obtain redrefs ; 
ti againtt 
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again{t others, their mafter affifted them. That thi 
fevere tyftem was not neceffary, nor for the, mafter’, 

intereft, he is confident, from the good effects 
has een refult from a henieni? treatment in the Frenc, 
iflands: for inftance, the Marquis de Rouvray We) 
particularly attentive to population, and the goo, 
treatment of his flaves at St. Domingo: they wer, 
never hard preffed in their work: he fuffered n\ 
improper intercourfe between the males and females 
every man had his own wife, and no white was fuf, 
fered to disjoin that union: the parties were punith, 
ed for feparating without caufe. | 
Hofpitals were built for the fick and pregnant | 
the latter, when far advanced, were taken in ther 
and employed in trifling work to’ the time of deli, 
very. Here they might remain feparated from théi, 
hufbands, and excufed’ f from field labour, till the 
child could be fupported without the mother’s help: 
or when their ftrength would permit, return with the 
child to their hufbands, and take the chance of work, 
In confeqnence, the Marquis had not for fome years! 
occafion to buy negroes. Having, however, left his 
eftate to the care of a nephew, upon his return, after 
an abfence of two years, inftead of the happinef: 
that reigned when he left it, he found nothing but 
: 
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ae and di fcontent; the whites had feized upon) 
the pretty women ; their hufbands through difcontent, 
ran away ; and the labour falling heavier upon oy 
reft, they became difcontented, and their work 
badly carried on; fo that it coft him two years be- 
fore he could re-eftablith order. It was a pleafure, 
to walk through this eftate, far the flaves ufed to’ 
look up to him as a father. 
In the Britith iflands breeding not thought defira- 
ble: they rather thought it a "misfortune to have, 
pregnant women, or even youne flaves. They’ 
efteemed the’ char ge of rearing a child to mane 
more troublefome, and creater, than buying a dave 
fic for work ; and it was not uncommon for them to, 
give away a child of two years old, as you would a 
PUPPY | 
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puppy from a litter. Has heard an overfeer, of fome 
‘-onfequence, exprefs this opinion. It was, in fact, 
nis fy{tem to prevent population, as far as in his 
ower; and he underftood this to be a general 
| fyftem. | 

\ So little care was taken of infants, that mothers 
leemed it a misfortune to have children. After the 
nonth, they were fent to field labour, with their 
Hhild upon their back, and fo little time afforded 
@hem to attend to its wants, that he has feen a wo- 
nan feated to give fuck to her child, roufed from 
hat fituation by a fevere blow from the cart whip. 
Domeftic flaves, from their general good treat- 
nent, were under{ftood to increafe. 

_ Believes, that flaves fuffered from the owner’s 
bfence, becaufe it was the bufinefs of the overfeer, 
or his own credit, to make as much fugar as poffi- 
Ne; to do this, he muft work the flaves to the ut- 
qoft: it being no concern of his whether they died 
T not. | 
Knows, from an inftance which fell under his 
ye, that the flave’s death may be occafioned by 
pi:vere punifhment, and the mafter not be called to 
egal account. 

As to the flave-trade being a nurfery for feamen, 
if Conceives it to be quite the reverfe. 

In taking men out of merchant-fhips for the 
.ing’s fervice, he has from the crew of a Guinea- 
nan, 70, been able to felect only 30, who could be 
qought fit to ferve in any fhip of war, and when 
nofe were furveyed; he was reprimanded for bring- 
ig fuch men into the fervice, who were more likely 
> breed diftempers, than be of ufe; and this was 
t a time when they were fo much wanted, that 
Imoft any thing would have been taken, viz. in 
782, when they had not men to man the prizes 
uken on the rath of April. The inftance related 
‘as not a particular cafe, he found it generally fo; 
aving had many opportunities between 1769 and 
Numb, 4. H 1773 
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19791. 1773-0f feeing the great diftreffes of crews of Guine| 
Sager PUPS. when in the ‘Weit Indies. 

Has great reafon to believe, that in no trade ar’ 

feamen fo badly treated ; from their always flying t 

men of war for redrefs, and whenever they com 
within reach; whereas men from Weft Indies ‘ 

other trades feldom apply to a fhip of war. 

As to peculiar modes of punifhment adopted i 
Guineamen, he once faw a man chained by the nec! 

in the main-top of a flave-fhip, when pafling unde 

the ftern of his Majefty’s fhip the Crefcent, i 
Kingfton-bay, St. Vincents; and was told by pat 

of the crew, taken out of the fhip at their own re) 
queft, that the man had been there 120 days. i 

Is clearly of opinion, that white men might" d’ 

the lighter field work, without injury to their healt? 


as feamen go through very heavy work there unhurt 


Witnefs examined—Capt. Gixes, of the 
19th Regiment of Foot. 


P. 103. Was in Barbodoes, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Ja 
maica, from June 1782 to April 1790, except abou 
15 months in England. 
Thought the treatment of flaves generally fever 
Field flaves in general marked with the whip. | 
‘P. 104. Punifhment ‘by whipping (though fewer lathe! 
given) more fevere and cruel than that of the army, 
becaufe of the fize of the whip. 
Had once an opportunity of obferving the treat: 
ment of a jobbing gang, which he thought beyonc | 
what human nature could fupport for any length 0° 
time, becaufe their allowance of food, (which hi! 
daily faw) was not equal to fupport them, and this 
he underftood to be generally the cafe. This gang 
had the fare refpite at noon as plantation negroes ) 
but as fome of them would eat their week’s allow. 


| 
ance in 3 or 4. days, they were obliged to carry wooc 
anc 
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Has underftood it to be calculated, that a jobbing 
gang, lafting for feven years, would bring a profit 
o the owner. 

He had no opportunity of feeing that fuperanu- 
ited flaves were not properly taken care of by their 
owners. 


SO - a 


laves againft the ill ufage of their mafters or other 
white perfons. Was told by a planter, that he once 
neard one of his own negroes was killed by his 
pverfeer. He had the body taken up, and there was 
found upon it fome chains or fetters (p. 106.) but 
the overfeer could not be punifhed for want of a 
white evidence. 

A free woman, and her two children, were claimed 
py a perfon in Jamaica, as his property, who confined 
them, in order to fell them to the Spaniards. He, 
| Capt. G.) heard of the circumftance, and interfered, 
<nowing the perfon could have no claim either to 
the woman or her children. She, with her hufband, 
Binad joined the royal army in South Carolina: he 
worked in one of the public departments as a Car- 
enter, and a driver, and fhe laboured upon the 
Nines at the quarter-houfe camp. 

After two trials at the Surry affizes, Kingfton, the 
woman and her children were liberated ; which mutt 
qave been the cafe at the firft, had black evidence 
been admitted; of which he could have produced 
seople bred upon the fame eftate, and neighbour- 
100d, who alfo had free tickets from the Governor, 
pir A. C. ) 

Without his inteference believes this woman and 
children muft have been fold as flaves, becaule none on 
the ifland fo well knew the circumftances as himfelf. 
Another cafe, previous to this, was that of a woman 
claimed by a perfon in Jamaica, who, fupported by 
Major Nefbit, of the 1gth regiment, was alfo re{cued 


Wrom flavery, after a trial at the Surry affizes. 
| Five Once 
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and water, between twelve and two o’clock, for the 1791. 
Peo for which they were paid in provifions, “~~ 


Can fpeak to the inefficiency of laws to protetP. 105. 


W. Invies. . J. Terry. 


1791. Once faw, in Jamaica, a negro mafon with a woodel 
wey leg, at work: upon afking the white people who fit 
perintended the work, how he had loft his leg, wa: 
an{wered, that it was for no good, for the felloy 

ufed to run away for months at a time. 

The flaves fituation and treatment will vary ac/ 

cording to the difpofition and circumftances of th; 
owner; for on one or two eftates in the neighbour, 

hood of his ftation, the flaves were well treated 

they appeared much happier than on feveral other; 
adjoining; (confequently he imagines better fed. |) 
Thinks none of thefe {tole to fupply their wants, ay 

was frequently the cafe with other gangs in the 
neighbourhood, 4 

Saw the negroes go weekly to market, a diftancé 
of 14 or 15 miles. | 


} 


q 


( 
Witnefs examined—Joun Tzrry, of Afkrig, | 
Yorkthire, 

} 
P. 107. Was in Grenada from 1776 to 1790, Firft 7 or 
8 years an overfeer, then a manager. i 
Thought the flaves treatment very bad; it hurt 

him much at firft; in time became more inured 

to it. he 

Flas known flaves punifhed by managers feverely: 

for trifling faults; durft not complain to owner, for] 

fear of worfe treatment; has known them punifhed) 

for fo doing by owner, and fent back, though theiri| 

P. 108. complaint was juft. Field flaves ufually bear marks; 
of the whip. Never heard that a flave complained | 

to a magiftrate of his owner, manager, overieer, or: 
attorney. ] 

Fias known the fame perfon both attorney, ma-| 

nager, and doé¢tor, on one eftate. || 

Never knew a planter or manager interfere with | 

another’s treatment of his flaves, “bbs | 


Has 
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Has known eftates, where flaves were worfe fed 1791. 
ind clothed than on others ; in confequence, were “W™ 
mxreat thieves; eat alfo putrid carcafes. Food is the 
general object of theft among flaves, and at the 
Bhazard of their lives. 

Picking of grafs a confiderable addition to their 
| peur Done at dinner-time, and after fun-fet. P. 109. 
_ An overfeer, on the eftate where he was, (Mr. 
}-oghlan) threw a flave into the boiling cane juice, 
who died in four days. He was not punifhed other- 
wife than by replacing the flave, and being difmiffed 
he fervice, Was told of this by the owner’s fon, 
he carpenter, and many flaves on the eftate. Has 
neard it often, 

_ Has known entertainments given among negroes; 
ome of which might coft a thirty-fix fhilling piece, 
jut fuch were very rare, (p. 110.) 

A field flave in favourable circumftances, (he does 
not mean the commonality) may earn about fix bits 
} week: he has known them fo poor as not to be 
ible to buy poultry. Never heard of afield negro 
buying nis freedom, (p. 110.) 

Slaves were not allowed to keep fheep on any P. rio. 
}itate he knew. On fome they might keep two or 
hree goats, but very few allowed it. Some keep a 
Tew pigs, and poultry, if able to buy any. 

|| While a manager, he never received any direc- 
‘tions about attention to pregnant women or children. 

las heard managers fay, it was cheaper to buy 
Wfrican flaves than to breed: that they wifhed the 
children to die, for they loft much of the mother’s 
work during their infancy. 

The bett Sheu a tion of a manager was, that 
ne made the moft fugar,. 
} On the eftates he knew, the fexes were about 

rqual. 

Of imported Africans, women have the beft chanceP. 111. 
jor life, 

On the eftates he knew, more men died than 
yomen, 


Wever 
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179%. Never knew any children die of the locked-jaw, , 

“v—~) Free negroes were generally as well-behaved a) 

others in the fame rank of fociety. Thofe who hac. 

learnt. a trade, worked as journeymen with whit. 

mafters : thofe who had not, went a fifhing, by whicl; 

they earned more than by field work. 

The driver’s whip is a fevere inftrument, and wil; 

bring blood through the breeches. Twenty ftripe: 

feverely laid on the bare breech, may unfit a mar, 

for work for two or three days. 

The opinion in Grenada, upon paffing the laf 

flave act there, was, that it never would have the 

intended effect. 

P. 112. Did not obferve it make any difference, except in, 
the half-days in the week. 

The clergymen of the parifh ‘lite he refided 

never performed the duty the act impofed on them, 

Never heard of any complaints againft them for, 

non-performance of it. 


» 
i 


Witnefs examined Jorn BowMAN, 
Clerk to a Ship-Builder of Whitehaven. 


P. 112. Was in the African employ, from 1765 to a 
moftly on the Windward Coaft, as third, fecond,, 
and chief mate. Sent up the country as a trading. 
mate to buy flaves, ivory, and cam-wood; a diftance , 
of 20 to 40 or 50 miles, in the rivers Scaffus, S. 
Leone, Junk, within the rocks of Grand Bufiau, and. 
Little Cape Mount River. 

Was eight months as a factor at the head of S. 4 
Leone; and 17 to 18 months at that of the R. Scaffus. i 
Traded in a boat at Junk, Grand Baflau, and Little!) 
Cape Mount Rivers. 

P.113. Having fettled at the head of Scaffus with 10. 
flaves money, he informed the King, and others, | 
that he was come to refide as a trader, his orders ’| 

being © 


+ 
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being to fupply them with powder and ball, and 1791. 
sncourage them to goto war. They anfwered they myn 
would go to war in two or three days: by that time 
hey came to the factory, faid they were going to 
war, and wanted powder, ball, rum, and tobacco, 
B\Chey were dreffed in fome kind of fkins, with large 
raps, and their faces painted white, to make them 
ook dreadful. They afked for a drink of rum, 
SWwhich when given them, they went off to the num- 
Iber of 25 or 30. After fix or feven days fome of P. 114. 
hem returned with two women, and a girl, 6 or 7 
rears old. 
They faid they had got thefe in a {mall town which 
hey furprifed in the night, that others had got off, but 
hey expected the reft of the party would bring them 
n, in 2 or 3 days. When thefe arrived, they brought 
vith them two men whom he knew, and had traded 
vith. Upon queftioning them, difcovered the wo- 
Icen he had bought, to be their wives. Both men 
nd women informed him that the war-men had taken 
hem while afleep. 
| The war-men ufed to go out once or twice in gP. 11s. 
Bir 10 days, while he was at Scaflus; it was their 
onftant way of getting flaves, he believed, becaufe 
hey always came to the factory before fetting out, 
nd demanded powder, ball, gunflints, and {mall 
Jhot; alfo rum, tobacco, and a few other articles. 
Nhen fupplied, they blew the horn, made the war 
ry, and fet off. If they met with no flaves, they 
yould bring him fome ivory, cam-wood, &c. Some- 
imes he accompanied them a mile or fo, and once 
bined the party, anxious to know by what means 
hey obtained the flaves. Having travelled all day, 
hey came to a fmal] river, when he was told they 
ad but a little way further to go; after crofling 
vhich, they delayed till dark. When they had got 
ver, (about the middle of the night) he was afraid 
> go further, and afked the king’s fon to leave him 
guard of 4 men. In half an hour he heard the war 


ty, by which he underftood they had reached a 
town; 


I 
| 
I 
i 


— . 
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179%. town; in about half an hour more they returned) 
“v~ bringing 25 to 30 men, women, and children, fom. 
P. 116.at the breaft. At this time he faw the town il] 
flames. When they had re-croffed the river, it wa’ 

juft day-light, and they reached Scaffus about mid’ 

day. The prifoners were carried to different part. 

of the town. They are ufually brought in witl 
ftrings around their necks, and fome have their hand 

tied acrofs. Never faw any flaves there who hac 

been convicted of crimes. 

Flas been called up in the night to fee fires, an¢ 

told by the town’s people, that it was war carry. 

ing on, | 
Whatever rivers he has traded in, he has ufualh. 

paffed burnt and deferted villages, and learned from| 

the natives in the boat with him, that war had beer. 


there, and the natives taken and carried to the fhips 


He has alfo feen fuch upon the coaft: while trad’ 
ing at Grand Buffau, he went afhore with four blael’ 
‘traders to the town a mile off. In the way, theri| 
was a town deferted, only 2 or 3 houfes ftanding’ 
which feemed to have been a large one from two fint 
plantations of rice. A little further on, they cami) 
to another village in much the fame ftate. Was tolc 
the firft town was taken by war, there being many 
fhips then lying at Buffau: the people of the othe! 
had moved higher up in the country, for fear 0. 
the white men. In paffing along to the trader’ 
town faw feveral deferted, deftroyed, they faid, by’ 

war, and the people taken out and fold. | 

Slaves were obtained in the fame manner in thofe, 

rivers where he traded on the Windward Coaft. — 

The inhabitants of all thefe places fubfift on rice, 

yams, caflada, fowls, deer, fifh, and an anima) 

called tomboer. They raife more rice, &c. than: 

they confume, and difpofe of the furplus to fuch) 

{hips as may be lying in the rivers, fending it down 

in large canoes. While at Scaffus, he gave frequent 

P. 118. orders for coods from S. Leone, which he defired 
might-be fent up by thefe periocas, having found the 


-men 


Pow 
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nen good and honeft. Provifions of every kind 1791. 
were abundant in the town, Has feen countrymen wa w 
sarrying bafkets of 40 engelb. weight of rice, be- 

ides fowls, eggs, &c, which he has bought tn ex- 

thange for tobacco and beads. 

The natives appeared to be induftrious, and dif- 

poled to trade in their native produce. Believes 

hey would have cultivated more ground, if a greater 

Hupply had been wanted by the fhipping. When 

fked, they have faid they would like to trade with 

food white men in their own produce, and would 

pon make more plantations of rice. 

When under Captain’ Strangeways, the fhip thenP. 11g. 
ying in the river S. Leone, at White-man’s bay, 

eady to fail, he was ordered down from the factory, 

all the fhip’s company being then dead but five) 

nd the captain, who tent him on fhore to invite 

ivo traders on board. They came, and were fhewn 

ito the cabin. Meantime people were employed in 

*tting the fails, it being almoft night, and the iand 

reeze making down the river. When they had 
reighed anchor, and got out to fea, the witnefs was 
alled down by the captain, who, pointing to the 

ul cafe, defired him to look into it, and: fee what a 

ne prize he had got. To his furprife, he faw lying 

Mil afleep the two men who had come on board with 

lip, the captain having made them drunk, and con- 

ealed them there. When they awoke, they were fent 

pon deck, ironed, and put forward among the other 

aves. On arrival at Antigua, they were fold. 

The natives were afraid to come along-fide of aP. 120. 
2ffel when under fail. | 

Frauds were practifed by Europeans inthe articles 

ey traded in with the natives; fuch as in rum, by 

Ixing it; in powder kegs, feemingly large, but hoid- 

g only alittle; in falle fleelyards and weights. 

The natives, where he refided, were friendly and 
ipitable ; juft and punctual in their dealings. 

When he began to fettle at the river Scaffus, there 

Fre only four or five houfes there, and about 2 


Numb. 4. J people, 
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1791. people, fo that he was doubtful if he could do it t 
wey~w advantage: but informing the king, that a whit; 
man was come to trade with them, was told tha. 
{trangers would come and fertle there. In the courtly 
of a few days, feveral people came and built houfes| 
and the town increafed fait, (p. 121.) So that ther 
might be 40 to 50 houfes, and 120 to 130 inhabitant, 
when he left it. ( 


P.421. Has been in Jamaica, Antigua, Grenada, St. Vin’ 


j 


cent’s, Dominique, and Barbadoes, in moft of whic: 
he has feen Guinea feamen lying about in an ulcey 
rated abject ftate, without means of fupport. —_ 


a 
Witnefs examined, —Joun Douctras, Boatfwain o 
the Ruffel Man of War. é 


P. 121. Sailed to Africa in 1771, in the Warwick-Caftl| 
flave fhip. Only one voyage in the trade; becaufy 
he could not bear with the filthinefs and difagree, 
ablenefs of the voyage. | 

Seamen were well ufed in his fhip; not fuffered t¢ 
lodge between decks when the flaves were on board: 

P, 122, Loft 7 out of 53. Had plenty of provifions. 

Had reafon to believe that the crews of other fhip: 
on the coaft, were neither fo well fed, nor treated 
becaufe boats from the Gregfon, and others, whicll 
he cannot mention, came often aboard, and the fea/ 
men begged much for provifions. | 

As to the ways in which flaves are procured: 
when afhore at Bonny Point, he faw a young wo} 

man come out of the wood to the water- fide to bathe), 
foon after, two men came from the wood, feized) 
bound and beat her, for making refiftance, ano 
bringing her to him, defired him to put her on board: 
which he did; the captain’s orders were, when an! 
body brought down flaves, inftantly to put them of 


to the fhip. 
Whe: 


7 Jcesaseiiaiitansimmeainee nce inna, cam 5a 
a j - 
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aree fitters. The young man afterwards in Jamaica 
aving learnt Englith, told him the ftory, and faid it 
as a common practice. 

Slaves fent in the king’s canoes, came openly in 
he day, others in the evening, with one or two 
ound, lying in the boat’s bottom, covered with 
hats. 

Near Cape Coait, the natives make fmoke as a fig- 
| for trade; they jaw the imoke and ftood in fhore, 
thich brought of many canoes; pipes, tobacco, and 
randy, were goc on deck, to entice them on board ; 
ne gratings were unlaid, the flave-room cleared, and 


Wery oreparation made to feize chem; two only 


puld be prevailed on to come up the fhip’s fide, 
ho food in tse main chains, but on the feamens 
oproachine them, they jumped off, and the canoes 
ll made for fhore. 3 

The Gregfon’s people, while at Bonny, informed 


Ihem, that in running down the coaft, they had kid- 


apped 32. He faw flaves on board that fhip when 
i came in; and it is not cuftomary for vefiels bound 
0 Bonny, to ftop and trade by the way. 

Does not chink flaves are much fubject to fea- 
cknefs. 


terchants fervice, from 1766 to 1782. 

Has frequently feen Guinea feamen lying or wan- 
ering about the ftreets and wharfs, moftly in Ja- 
laica, in a difeafed and miferable condition: they 
rere.called wharfingers; it was on the north-fide of 
ne ifland he has feen the moft; many of whom were 
ot capable of walking to Kingfton for relief, 
Recollects to have feen 3 funerals of Guinea {laves 
1 the Weft Indies, at which they fing and are mer- 
2, ry 5 


Has been in the Weft Indies in the king’s and 
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When a fhip arrives at Bonny, the king fends his 1791. 
yar canoes up the rivers, where they furprize all they “v~ 
Jan lay holdof. They had a young man on board, 
‘yho was thus captured, with his father, mother, and 


War canoes always armed. P1233 
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ry; and naming the deceafed, they fay, he is going 
home to Guinea, a) 


Witnefs examined,—-Major General Tortensam, | 
| iN 
Went out to the Weft Indies in 1779, with fou 
regiments vuder his command, Was about 2/ 
months in Barbaaves, and fometime at St. Luciai 
St. Kitt’s, and St. Euftarius. Nts 
Thinks the flaves in Barbadoes were treated wit! 
the eréateiE cruelty. Spal judge of the othe: 
iflands, from his fhort flay there. 1 
Alb the punifhments vel faw were remarkably fe: 
vere, Was 2 ata pl ante fs howls when the jumpell 
came. Heard him-afk the mafter, if he had any 
acerinands for him. He faid, no. Jumper ther 
afked the m:ftrefs, who i sale yes. She direétec 
hin to take out two very decent wonten, who atrend. 
ed at table, and to give each of them a dozen. Gel 
neral T. lexiebG utara with her, but in vain, They 
were taken out to the publick parade, and he hac 
the curiofity to go, with them. The jumper carried 
alone whip, h ke our waggoners. Hie ordered on 
of ‘he women to turn meee: Bavilcs and to take up hell 
clothes entirely, dad he gave her a dozen on thi 


P. 126. breech, Every ftroke brought feth from her. She 


behaved with aftoni! ding fort: eye After the punifh: 
ment, fhe, according to yeh POCA curtefied and thank. 
ed ae The other had the fame punifhment, anc! 
behaved in the fame way. About 3 weeks befor 


tne hurricane, he faw a youth, about 19, walking if] 
the {treets, in a moft deplorable fituation, intirelyy 
naked, and an iron collarabout his neck, with five 
Jong, projecting fpikes, His body, before and be) 
hind his breech, belly and thighs, were almoft cut) 


to a and with run ning fores all over them, anc 


you might put your fingers in fome of the wh Heals ,t 


le Hania not fit down, ewing to his breech being in} 
a fate 


— 
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 ftate of mortification; and it was impoffible for 
nim to lie down, from the projection of the prongs. 

[he boy came to the general, and afked relief. He 
bd fhocked at his appearance, and afked him what 
ie had done to fuffer fuch punifhment, and who in- 
hited it. He faid it was his mafter, who lived a-. 


yout 2 miles from town; and that, as he could not 


byork, he would give bik nothing to eat, 


There were very few flaves that did not bear the 
narks of the whip. Ii feverely laid on, they retain 
he marks many years. There is no comparifon at 
I between plantation and regimental punifhments, 
e former being fo much more fevere. Military 
ny cut the fkin, the others cut out the flefh. 

The .field negroes were treated more like brutes, 
han the human fpecies. The houfe negroes are 
Jothed and better fed. 

| Slaves in general appeared very ill fed. Was in- 
ormed, each flave for 24 hours had a pint of grain, 
vhich he boiled; and fometimes half a rotten her- 
ing, when to be had. -When unfit for the whites, 
hey were bought up by the planters for the flaves. 
| There was no care taken of flaves fuperanuated 
nd paft labour. They are turned adrift, and 
oliged to live by plunder. He has feen them him- 


‘elf, An old woman, paft labour, told him fhe was 


et adrift by her matter, to fhift for herfelf. He faw 
ter about 3 days after, lying dead in the fame place. 
Wo attention at all feemed to be paid to keeping 
bp the {tock by breeding. On the contrary, he be- 
ieves many difcouraged it. He faw ‘but a very 
mall sof opie of children, 

He has feen the women at work with the hoe, 
nd their naked infants lying om the ground, clofe 
by them. 

In 1780, a Dutch Guineaman was taken, and 
brought to Barbadoes. He thinks they had about 
70 flaves. He attended moft of their fales, and ob- 
erved a number of the fick flaves in an adjoining 
ard, ‘Thofe that were not very ill, were put into 
huts, 
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huts, and thofe that were worfe, were left in the yar¢ 
to die, for nobody gave them any thing to eat o| 
drink. Some of them lived 3 daysinthat ftate. | 

The free-negroes feemed very induftrious. The 
ereateft misfortune of all negroes is, that they ar 
left in darknefs. He obferved a vaft difference be/ 
tween the negroes at St. Lucia and any others, ow!’ 
ing to the attention of the priefts, who inftruétec| 
them in religion and morality. | 

He has feena great many Englifh feamen in great 
diftrefs, in Barbadoes; for the captains often fel) 
them afhore to fhift for themfelves. He cannot fay 
from what fhips they came; but only from mer~ 
chantmen. In St. Lucia, while in our hands, he faw 
feveral Englifh feamen lying in the fame ftate. | 

There was no fort of pains taken to prevent pro-l 
mifcuous intercourfe, not even with domefticks(i 
waiting on their miftreffes, ; 

Is very pofitive the impreffion on his mind, of the! 
treatment of flaves, was made at the time, and on 
the fpot; for he repeatedly told the people of Bridge-i 
town, that he hoped to live to fee the unfortunate! 
fituation of thofe poor wretches, taken up by fomel 
member of parliament; that, fhould fuch an event 
take place, he fhould look upon it as his duty to of- 
fer a voluntary declaration of what he knew of the! 
matter. 1 

He thinks a prefent abolition of the flave trade, 
would be attended with very ferious confequences 3) 
but, if thofe unfortunate beings were not lefi to the. 
tyranny of their cruel mafters, but were inftructed im) 
morality, and their increafe encouraged, and they; 
were rewarded for good behaviour, he thinks that, 
at a future period, the flave trade would die away: 


of itfelf, 


1 


l 


Witnels' 


pa ozs 


Witnefs examined, —Rosert Forster, of Heble- 
thwaite, Yorkfhire. 


Jbrentice in a ftore in St. John’s, Antigua; the reft 
jof the time a midfhipman and fecond matter, and 
vilot of the kine’s brig, Endeavour. 

He lived among the town flaves, and often went 
o collect debts, and vifit managers in the country. 
Nhen in the king’s fhip, he fpent much time among 
hem, having known them before. 

The general impreffion on his mind was, that 
1m were feverely treated, and in a low, depreffed 
ate. 

In Antigua, the common allowance was, 7 pints 
Mf corn, or horfe-beans, for able negroes, with about 
,or 4 herrings weekly; occafionally a little fale, 
ometimes rum, but not very common. Their work 


hey work till fun-fet; have 2 hours at noon; but 
n their hours of reft, grafs is expected. They are 
reated never as fellow-creatures, but merely as pro- 
iperty, and are feverely punifhed for flight offences. 
They are allowed a few yards fquare of ground ; 
nut only Sundays to cultivate it, except a few, who 
iad Saturday afternoon. 


hough perhaps not wholly to fupercede the hoe, yet 
pee eafe the negroes of many difficult parts of 

eir manual labour. The grinding of their corn at 
wight, by hand, was, in crop, a great hardfhip: they 
night be much relieved by fome trifling mechanifm 
pplied in the fugar-mill, and in many other cafes. 
n general, they feem to have no idea of improve- 
nents to eafe their flaves. Underftood it a general 
pinion, that if negroes were not conftantly kept at 
jard labour, they would become unruly. : i 
| The 


shard. The bell calls them to it at day- break, and. 


Was in every Britifh ifland, except Jamaica, in all 1791- 


bout 6 years, ending 1778. The firft 4 years reap 129 


The plough might be advantageoufly ufed, andP, 130. 
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1791. The inftrument of punifhment cuts their flefh, an} 
sev—~ leaves indelible marks. | 
No attention at all was paid to marriage. © It di¢ 

not appear to him, that they attended as much til 

the rearing of children, as we do to the rearing o! 


° . 5 1] 
P. 130.calves. He has known exceptions. A widow Sher} 


P. 131.vington was left in debt, with 5 or 6 negroes, who! 
by kind treatment, increafed, in 15 er 20 years, ti 
1s, ormore. He knows feveral fuch inftances. Ad 
to eftates, on the whole of Col. Farley’s plantations! 
they had no need of new negroes. He has heard 
him fay, there was a confiderable increafe on one 
particularly. A Mr. Tho, Gravener’s negroes alfé 
increafed. He knew captain Thomafon, of Sea 
cow-bay, Tortola, who has wanted no new negroe! 
for many years. ; 


1 
| 
) 


Little or no attention was paid to inftructing flayed 
in religion. He believes none at all by the eftaba 
lifhed clergy. Where inftrudtion has been attempt? 
ed, as it has on feveral Antigua eftates, by Moravian 


miffionaries, the advantage was evident in their man.-| 
ners and behaviour, ; 
P. 131. Thofe were not thought the moft flourifhing: 
eftates, which bought the moft new negroes, It 

was exactly the reverie, 4 

He never knew, or heard, of a field-negro buying! 

his freedom. 4 
Domefticks have much lefs: work than field-ne- 
groes; but their fituation,. in fome refpects, is per-! 
haps harder; for, being under the hand of caprici-! 
ous, paffionate matters and mittreffes, they are often’ 
punifhed, not only corporally, but with numberlefs! 
teazing and mortifications ; nor are they fo regularly} 
fed. He never knew them allowed above one-half} 

bit a day; and he believes fome are often driven to} 

2. 132. theft or proftitution, by want. The women domef-! 


ticks are expected to drefs neatly, and, having no! 


clothes from their owners, they muft ule indirect! 
means to get them, They are not often whipped’ 
publickly ; but their private whippings are very fe-' 

: / vere, | 


-W. DMD s. 


ere, and he has known,a.creole woman drop hot. 1791. 
ealing-wax on a wench’s back, after a flogging, —~~y 


oF ok & TER. “V3 


ors Sy? 
Je, and many others, faw a young .woman of for- 


uae and character, flog a negro man very feverely 

ith her own hands. “Many fimilar inftances he 

ould relate, if neceffary ; they are almoft innume- 

ible. He has been {peaking chiefly of town do- 

Binefticks. 

B) Slaves have no legal proteétion at,all,again{t their 

natters, for any injury fhort of murder. A little be- 

Bbre he arrived in Antigua, one Patrick, a huckiter, 

®ihom he knew, murdered a woman flave, with cir- 

Biumftances of the moft attrocious and favage barba- 

| ith He was tried, conviéted, and fined. He was 
iverfally blamed, but was dealt with as ufual. 

laves have no mode of getting redrefs from daily 

yuries of whites, nor their owners; and even fome- 

mes their owners cannot get redrefs for them. AP. 133. 

egro woman was drowned by fome feamen of the 

avourite floop of war. A negro man was, Knocked 

n the head and drowned, for ftealing a piece of 

eef, alongfide a merchantman, at St. Jol 1H awl hefe 

cts were well known, but no inguiry made. 

He has known negroes, but not many, turned 

lrift by their owners, ~ when paft labour. 

Negroes are liable to be taken for their matter’s 

bts, and are confined in a clofe, difagreeable dun- 

eon, till fold. No regard paid, that he remem- 

ers, to felling families together. Saw a family of 

julattoes A blacks fold at vendue, and fent to dif- 

rent iflands, ‘They difcovered great forrow at be- 

i@ieparated,. 5. 

‘African negroes fhewed the moft extravagant joy 

+ their friends funerals, from believing the deceafed 

one back to their country. 

He has feen many of thofe deplorable objects, 

‘uinea feamen, particularly on the beach at Rojeau, 

fominique. When the Endeavour was at Grenada, 

lere were 7 Guinea feamen, exceedingly emaciated 

ad full of arte who complained much of their 

Numb. 4 K ill 


14 


1791. 
beset Mined 


. . } i 
P. 134.fame men. Captains of men of- war fometimes tak, 


P1985 


- Negro porters, who pay their owners a weekl 
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ill ufage in the voyage. In a few months, they rd! 
covered fo much, as fcarcely to be known for th 


them, to recover their wages, but generally don 
keep them, for fear of infe@tion, Such feamen if 
Antigua, are called wharfingers, and in Dominique 
fcow-bankers. | f 

He lived at Lancafter, when flave-thips were fitte'| 
out there. From their ill treatment, and the fina 
numbers that returned, the young men were dif. 
couraged from entering on that fervice, and the. 
were obliged to take fome fhips to Liverpool to ma, 
them. ‘ih 

The lives of a prodigious number of negroes wer. 
carelefsly and impolitically facrificed in clearing th’ 
lee fide of Dominique, for fugar eftates. He recol 
lects one planter there who bought 30 new negroes 
and loft them all within the year, 


I 


fum, having no fixed rates, endure great impofition. 
and hardfhips. If, on being offered too little fo, 
their work, they remonftrate, they are very ofter 
beaten, and receive nothing: and fhould they refufi 
the next call, from the fame perfon, they are liabl, 
to be fummoned before a magiftrate, and punifhe 
on the parade, for refufal, and he has known them fc 


punifhed. Negroes that bring grafs to town to fell’ 
have often their grafs taken away, without pay, anc 


Jometimes with a beating. The indignities the ne‘ 


. ° s - 
groes receive in markets, from white failors anc’ 


* e \f 
ethers, are frequent, vexatious, and fevere. | 
Pp) d 3 1 


= 


! 


i 


Witnefs Examined,—Capt. Joun Samuex Smita, ol 
the Royal Navy. 

fee 

Was in the Weft Indies in 1772, 1777, and 1778; 
for above a year altogether. A 
Had feveral opportunities of obferving the em 
: ment 
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nent of plantation-flaves, from meeting with an old 1791. 
Bee oe a manager, who introduced him to “ws 


any other managers. | 

| Firft impreffion was that flaves were treated more 
Byike beafts than the human fpecies. The mode of pu- 
ufhment generally was, a negro ftretched on his belly, 
on the ground, a man at each hand and leg; the pu- 
ithment inflicted by a negro with a long whip, ta- 
Ipering from the fize of one’s thumb, to a {mall 
jiafh. At every ftroke a piece of flefh was drawn 
gut, and that with much unconcern to the direétor 
ff the punifhment. 

Grafs picking and theft, the moft frequent caufes 
f punifhment. Some were punifhed for not getting 
9 much erafs as others, and that at a time when he 
hought it impoffible for them to get half the quan- 
ity, having been on the fpot. ‘The grafs is gene- 
jally picked after their day’s work. His idea is, 
hey feldom leave work till fun-fet, let the diftance 
e what it may; and they are obliged to pick grafs. 
Il the way home. 

The plantation-flaves were very generally markedP. 137. 
pyith the whip. ‘The only inftance to the contrary 
s what he fhall fpeak to on a Grenada eftate. 

It by no means appeared to him, or to be gene- 
ally underftood, that flaves could get legai redrefs 
or ill ufage by their matters, or other whites. A 
ave who paid his mafter for leave to work for 
imfelf, and kept a fhop and flaves under him, was 
mployed on a job, by a gentleman of property; on 
eine difpleafed with the man, he fent for him and 
unifhed him publickly, and the flave had no re- 
refs. This he has no doubt often happens. He 
as heard of many inftances of the like. 

Flas heard of many cafes of flaves fuffering from 
heir mafter’s bad circumftances, and has heard it 
Iten obferved, <* If you want to know a proprietor’s 
ircumftances, look at his flaves.”’ 

Thinks a planter’s refidence a neceffary check on 
lanagers, and it was generally unfterftood fo. Has 
. K 2 feen 
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1791. feen managers particularly attentive to their own 
ww {tock and - ‘flaves, which he thinks they could noj 
have done had the owner been there. This differ-’ 

ence of ufage muft doubtlefs caufe much jealoufy tc| 

the field-flaves. Has often feen more food giver! 

to managers flaves; and it is commonly oblerved, 

that it is eafy to know the manager’s flaves from the 
owner’s, from their better appéarance. Has reafor| 

Pp: 138:t to believe managers often favour their own flaves) 
in labour, and other particulars, efpecially in graf?) 
picking, as he has often feeén; and he has no doubi 

but the grafs is ‘generally appropriated to the mana- 

ger more than the owner. Managers never employ! 

their own faves for this purpofe. The keeping! 

{tock is generally a part of the manager’s income; 

and. he has no doubt it is fed at the proprietor’s ex: 

penfe. 
Planters never appeared careful to keep up their’ 

flaves by breeding. Has feen inftances which con-! 
vinced him that managers attended more to the in- 

creafe of ‘their own flaves. The ote tS feemed: 
generally profperous, and that often when the owners| 
feemed'to be going behind hand. nl 

It never appeared to him that any attempts were! 

made to check promifcuous intercourfe, and to intto- 

duce regular Homieltiek habits. He has often known 

where people from the fhips vifited managers, and had 
opportunities given by them of felécting women for! 

their private ends: nor were the wives of negroes fe-i 

cure from the whites on the ettates. He has known! 
complaints made of the overfeer ha ving infringed in 

that particular, againft the woman’s will, ‘without: 
redre{s: ” ae 

P. 139. Has feen many flaves ‘neclected, who were aged: 
and paft labour. On obferving to the inhabitants 

the ftate of fuch objects, he has been told, that build-| 

ing’ hofpitals for them would be endlets, as a 
would bring complaints on themfelyés to leave a 

\ 


eftdte; - 


Ae. 
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a 


| iG was underftood a common practice, and he be ot 


pt has known inftances of women, in refpectable Camu 


ations, ftanding by to fee their flaves punifhed. 


_ Always confidered negroes as keen, fenfible, well- . 


) difpofed people, w when their habits were not vitiated 
by cruel ufage. 


ly, having feen an inftance where the reverie ufage 
Njproduced a good effect, and which he often men-. 
tioned to managers whom he faw acting differently. 
Was an{wered it might be practifed in particular 
cafes, but it would be impoffible to get the work 
done, were it general. The manager, in that one 
inftance, told Aith that more work was done than 


Avas attended to on that eftate; but he faw. religion 
the firft object of the meer) which he thought 
Vhad a very good effet. | 

Believes flaves, if ufed ill, dare not se CuNipldin to an 
attorncy except In attrocious cafes. Firmly believes, 
the opinion of the flaves is, that the attorney and 
manager are one and the fame, with refpect to under- 
ftanding each other. | 

Never faw balls or dances among field- flaves ; but 
Joften among houfe-flaves. 

On the whole, it by no means appeared to hit: 
that the ftate of flaves could bear any comparifon 


jthem as treated and fpoken of as caitle. 
imprefs men; and though he fuppofes he may have 


more than two men, who turned out fuch inddihan 
fellows, that they were forced to difmifs them, though 
‘good feamen. But the chiet reafon of his not, getting 
men was, the fear of infection,, having feen many of 
them ulcerated very much, and otherwife difordered ; 

and though often folicited, by them, .and told, that 
if he did not receive them, they would be fent afhore 


_ Never thought it neceffary to treat nos fo ie : 


With that of peafants here. He always confidered 
Has often been employed to board Guineamen to 


boarded near 20 vellels, z at times, he never could get . 


and 


on eftates where the treatment was otherwife. HeP, 140. 
does not remember afking if the pairing of the flaves. 
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179°. and left behind. To be applied to, by feamen, i 

“v—™ any other trade, to be taken out.of their own fhipg’ 
into His Majefty’s, is fo uncommon as feldom or! 
never to happen. | 


Se ee ee tre ee EE 


Witnefs examined—Mr. Wittiam Duncan. 


P. 141. Was in Antigua from Jan. 1785 to July 1789,’ 
as Clerk in a ftore fix or eight months ; ‘as overfeer’ 
for about two years and a half; the reft of the time,’ 
kept ftore for himfelf, YF 

Firft impreflion was, that flaves looked very poor- 
ly and ill treated. i 
The ufual allowance of plantation-flaves is a gal-’ 
lon of Indian corn or horfe-beans weekly, with fome-_ 
times two herrings; at other times, 241b. of yams’ 
and a little falt. 4 
. The negroes, on the eftate he was on, which were’ 
162, had only fix or feven acres among them, of but | 
indifferent land. They had Sunday to work it, and " 


t 


J 


fometimes Saturday afternoon, out of crop. 4 
Negroes appear in the beft condition rather to- ! 
wards the end of crop. At other times, look ill fed. | 
He fhould fuppofe they are driven by hunger ta ! 
theft. They ufually fteal provifions, at the rifk of ° 
being cut and beat by the watchmen. a4 
P. 142.) 7 hinke abou fourteen pence {terling the utmoft 
fum which an induftrious field-negro can earn for " 
himfelf in a week. He never knew fuch have any ‘ 
confiderable property, nor heard of a field-flave buy= 
ing his freedom. j 
Very feldom knew entertainments given by the 
negroes. Thinks about fix dollars might be the 
utmoft coft of fuch as he has feen. 
Thinks provifions allowed by mafters, and that 
which flaves raife in their own grounds, are, in gene= ° 
ral, infufficient to fupport them and their families 


properly q 


a 
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properly andcomfortably. He has often heard them 1791. 
complain for want of food. Cha 

He thought the plantation-flaves cruelly treated, 
i not fufficiently attended to. 

The pregnant women, on the eftate where he lived, P. 143. 

did little work after they were four months gone with 
child; came out at eight o’clock and went - home by 
Hour; if wet came not out at all. At times the wo- 
jimen work a little, and their children are left with 
piold women, inthe field. They are allowed to fuckle 
chem. On a neighbouring eftate, the ufage of preg- 
nant women was the fame: cannot fay as to others. 
He looks on the work generally required of field- 
laves as laborious, according to their {trength to 
derform it. 
Sometimes flaves have 39 lafhes, fometimes they 
ire confined with chains and collars; and fometimes 
with tron boots on their-ancles. ‘heir whippings 
ire fevere, fometimes wantonly inflicted, and, at other 
ames, difproportionate to the onenees: Many ne- 
proes bear about them the marks of the whip. He 
Bias feen a negro fo cut, that he could not lie on his 
back or fit down. 

‘He knew of no protection which flaves had again‘ 
ll _ufage from their owners, or managers, or over- 
eers. The owner was liable to be puntthed for 
murdering his Nave. He knew a white man, in in-P. 
lifferent circumftances, who was fined tool. cur- 
‘ency, and imprifoned 12 months, for murdering his 
negro boy. 

Relates an inftance of a flave unjuftly beaten by 
In intoxicated manager. Though laid up in confe- 
juence of it fome months, he got no redrefs. 

He has known the fame man doctor and attorney, 
ind manager and attorney. 

The opinion was, that a creole negro, by the time 
me was fit to work, coft more than one from Africa. 

| The treatment on the eftate he lived on was better 
han common, The effe&i was that they increafed. 
Alfo the flaves on Sir G, Thomas’s Belfaft eftate, and 
Carlifle’s, 


( 
| 
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1791. Carlifle’s, and feveral others. he cannot name, in-| 
“vw creafed, or kept up their numbers, without additio i 
P.145-by purchafe. - 
Ona: nicest eftate, the treatment was worlg 
than ufual, and the effect was, the flaves decreated. 
He thinks the fexes npatly equal, but he believes, 
moft males. | 
The capacities and difpofitions of negroes'are much, 
like thofe of the whites. ( 
They received religious Panation Bhi: from’ 
Methodift preachers. he ifland clergy were not fo 
‘attentive as the Methodifts. The negroes fo in-’ 
{ftructed were improved in their morals ‘and. behavi-’ 
our. Such paid more attention to marriage. He| 
has often known negroes defire to have their chil-’ 
dren baptized. The clergy UaHY, took a dollar from’ 

them for baptifm. . 
P. 146. He has known families fent to different iflands, 
. from fales by execution, or otherwife. 4 
He has feen fome free negroes very well behaved, 
and very induftrious. They are ufually tradefmen’ 
and huckfters. He never knew them work in the’ 
field. They would think it a difgrace to work with’ 
aflave. They can earn more by thofe employments: | 
than by field-work. | 
He has often heard the flaves (et they were kid- 


: 


napped ;' particularly a woman who waited on him, 
faid that when going on an errand, the was carried off’ 
in a bag and fold. 5 

‘He fees no reafon why the veins might not be! 
ufed, efpecially to loofen {tiff gn which would cer- 
tainly lave much abouts aa © 


aks aD 
PAR POR PPR PRN on Pe GR 


| . . e 
Witnefs examined—Captain Tuomas Lioyp, 


Of the Royal Navy. 


/ Was in the Weft Indies in 1779. Commanded 1991. 
Ithe Glafgow, and was burnt out of her in Montego=—y— 
jibay, Jamaica. P. tay: 
_ His firft impreffion was, that the flaves were very 
generally confidered as black cattle, and very often 
treated like poft-horfes. 
Relates inftance of a man and woman flave exe- 
cuted at St. Ann’s bay, in fight of his fhip’s com- 
pany. ‘The former for running away, the latter for 
écreting him. 
| At Ivirs. Winne’s, of Mammee bay, faw a woman 

flave with one hand only, and afked Mrs. W. how 

fhe loft it. She faid it had been cut off. She hada 
female flave to whom fhe trufted her linen and other 
valuable effects, from fufpecting her indented white 
Bfervant had abufed that confidence. She directed P. 148. 
her flave never to iffue out linen, without her orders. 
‘The white woman wanted a pair of fheets, and at- 
\tempted forcibly to take them. A fcuffle enfued, 

and fix weeks after the fuppofed offence, the white 
woman {wore the flave had ftruck her, and fhe had 
her right hand cut off, Mrs. W. having in vain 
‘endeavoured to fufpend the amputation. She fpoke 
of this as an inhuman aét, and a great injury to her 
property. 
He was told by a perfon of veracity, whom he 

wifhes not to name, that it was the practice of 
a certain planter, whofe name he does not now 
recollect, to frame pretences for the execution of his 
worn out flaves, in order to get the ifand allowance: 

and it was fuppofed he had dealt largely in that way. 
) Captain Cornwallis told him, while he was there, 
that, at a dinner with fome of the principal planters, 
‘the converfation turning on the profit and lofs of 
Numb, 4. fugar 
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1791. fugar eftates, one of them faid, that in crop he} 
tv worked his negroes 20 hours out of the 24. Another |. 


W.Inpres. | Capt. Liroy pv? 


faid, many of them muft have died.. He eranted 
that, but, on the whole, it anfwered. 


Fe has feen, about the ftreets and roads, many | 
old, miferable objects, and was told many of them 
had their freedom given them, when no longer able (| 
to work, The moft wretched objeét he ever faw was || 


at Port Royal. 


He had reafon to believe, that negroes might be ‘ 
induced to work properly, without feverity. A Mr, ‘! 


Greenland had but a few, who looked well and happy. 


Captain L, afked him the reafon. He faid, he never 


punifhed them, and he did not find but he was.as 
well off as others who purfued a different condu&. 


P. 149. He has heard fenfible people afcribe the decreafe 


Pp, 


150, 


of flaves, on feveral eftates, to the feverity of their 
treatment. 


Many inftances of the ill treatment of the flaves, 
have been told him by his brother officers, upon the. 
itation ; but why they keep back their evidence he. 


cannot tell. He has heard of military combinations 
to obtain juftice, and to refift oppreflion; but this is 
the firft inftance he ever heard of affociations for the 
fuppreffion of truths, | 


Witnefs examined—Lieutenant Barer Davison, 


Of the late 79th Regiment. | 


Was in Jamaica, from the middle of 1771 to the 
end of 1783, except-a few months on the Spanifh. 
main. (Practifed furgery in Jamaica, many years, 
before the French war, p. 1 54.) 

Fad many opportunities of feeing the treatment. 
both of field and town flaves. Was quartered in 
many parts of the ifland; refided fome time at a 
planter’s; 
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ylanter’s houfe, given him and his family for a 1791. 
‘barrack. 7 

) The firft ceneral impreffion on his mind was thatP, 151. 
he flaves were very cruelly treated, by being moft 

f anmercifully flogged by their owner’s order. Such 
punifhments never were reftricted to 39 lafhes. 
‘Underftands there was fuch a law, but never knew 

h)t abided by, where punifhment was really meant. 

| Sometimes owners in town would have them 
logged at home, or fend them to gaol, to be pu- 
ynifhed, or have them tied up to a crane on the wharfs. 

He has very often feen thofe punifhments inflicted, 

ht all times of the day. In houfes and on the wharfs 

Taves are always punifhed by order of the owners, 

jand often in gaol. 

'| They appeared much more fevere than regimental 
‘punifhments. He remembers a new negro girl 
\fogged by her miftrefs’s order, and who died of a 
Nmortification from the wounds two days after. 

In towns the flaves are generally flogged with aP. 152. 
Jcowfkin, and on eftates with a long whip. 

' On eftates they are faftened to four ftakes driven 

jinto the ground, and whipped. He has often feen 
“regular punifhments in the field, for negie&t of work, 

jand other offences committed on the fpot. 

| He has often feen owners fend their flaves to be 
Whipped in gaol; and has very often feen them 
‘brought home by perfons belonging to the gaol. 

‘The precife number of ftripes to be given in gaol 

‘was not ordered. The owners generally told them 

‘to flog them well, according to the crime. 

| He knew many cruelties; but none followed by 
‘Weath, except that mentioned. The clergyman’s 
wife at Port Royal, was remarkably cruel. She ufed 
to drop hot fealing-wax on her negroes, after logging 
‘them. He was fent for, as furgeon, to one of them, 
whofe breaft was terribly burnt with fealing-wax. 
A woman next door to him was often flogging her 
negroes fo cruelly, that he has frequently gone in 
and infifted on her defifting; and, at laft, he com- 
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“vV™ nothing to do with it. 
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plained of her to a magiftrate, who told him he ha 
\ 


- 153. He is very fure the flave’s treatment depend: 


P. 154. 


wholly on the owner’s difpofition ; as fome were veri 
cruel, and others not fo. : 
He has very often remonftrated to owners an} 
managers on feverity, efpecially to the clergyman’ 
wife, and the clergyman himfelf, who faid thei 
would not do without feverity, and even being hali 
{tarved, which he often knew was the cafe at hit 
own houfe. He has often talked to them on thei 
flaves being ill from feverity and hunger. He par.) 
ticularly remonftrated to the woman mentionec 
(whofe negro died) when he has feen the negro ati 
work, kneeling, on her bare knees, on the pebbles: 
a punifhment very common in houfes there. i 
Fe believes the flaves generally underftood they! 
had a right to legal redrefs, for feverity, as he has) 
often had complaints, when quartered up the coun.| 
try, from different eftates. He never knew fuch 
redrefs obtained, from negroes themfelves complain-| 
ing. When ill ufed by others, the owners take care 
to get redrefs. a 
He faw a flave both of whofe noftrils had been flit, 
by her miftrefs’s order, from jealoufy. No attempt! 
was made to punifh this woman, as fhe was of fome) 
confequence, being the wife of the engineer of the 
ifland. fn 
It was very common for women, in refpectable | 
fituations, to ftand by, at the punifhment of theiry 
flaves, ; “i 
Fie thinks pregnant women were not, in general, 
properly attended to, having been fent for to feveral | 
eftates, where the mother fcarcely had any cloaths to| 
cover her, nor any baby-cloaths, and was in want of | 
every kind of proper nourifhment. a 
Fe has feen feveral pregnant women flogged on i 
eftates, and a hole made in the eround to receive.) 
their belly, He was once fent for to a woman po 
ad | 
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/4ad mifcarried from fevere flogging, when both child 
bnd herfelf died. 

| The jaw-fall was fatal to negro infants, in many 
Bicafes which fell under his notice, owing, he believes, 
B to want of proper neceffaries, bad houies, and vari- 
ous other caufes. It is impoffible to account entirely 
Bifor it. He is fure it was not equally fatal to white 
Bichildren; as in the different regiments he was in, 


knew one of them die with It, 

Thinks, in general, the flaves were very badly 
fed. 
It appeared to him, that when mafters were in 
debt, the flave’s food was reduced; as the flaves of 
feveral very poor planters near him, ufed, in the 
night, to rob him of every kind of provifions. 
There were feveral eftates where he knew the flaves 
lwere better fed, and who never troubled them. 
| He is fure the flaves were not univerfally allowed 
Saturday afternoon, to work their grounds, as he 
never knew it; and, had it been common, he muft 
Bihave known it. 
He has known the flaves, on the eftate where he 
lived, feveral times obliged to work, even on Sun- 
® days, for their mafter. His houfe was very near the 
® works. 
He has often known them work all night at the 
boiling-houfe and mill. 
| The taylor, who worked for him the whole time 


when he left the ifland, had fome flaves of his own. 

He never knew a field-flave buy his freedom. 

| Has known flaves, (generally Africans) deftroy 

“themfelves, particularly one at Port Royal, who 

Jhaving been punifhed over-night, was found hanging 

Jin his hut in the morning: He was an African who 

‘had not been long bought, He never knew a creole 
kill himfelf, | 

| Is fure old negroes, paft labour, were not, in 
general, fufficiently attended to. He knew two old 
men, 
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“ they had a great many children born, but he never P, 155- 


he was in Jamaica, bought his own freedom ; andP, 156. 
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1791. men, belonging to a woman in Port Royal, whi 
wy~ fubfifted by begging. 


P. 157- he was 8 or ro miles off. Mr. M. faid, he was fure, 


P43 


/9-by vendue. A negro woman had been fold by her , 
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The negroes wives were not fecure from th} 
whites ; for he has known different book-keeperg, 
juft come to the eftate, take their wives from them, 
Believes this was very often a caufe of difcontent t 
the flaves. (If there be a law againft this, he nevel, 
Knew it inforced. It is common for whites on eftate|| 
to chufe negro women for themfelves or friends, 
p- 181.) j 

Both houfe and field flaves were generally mane 
with the whip. Ry 

AA great many inftances have fallen within his no 
tice, which proved feverity unneceflary. He had al.) 
ways § or 6 flaves, whom he never found it necef-. 
fary to punifh, as he ufed them well. A Mr. Mal-| 
colm, who had a large eftate, would not allow a ne-| 
gro to be punifhed, without his knowledge. In an, 
infurrection, Mr. D. exprefied his furprife, that he, 
would leave his wife and family on the eftate, when, 


¥ 
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his negroes would behave as well in his abfence, as inj 
his prefence. Mr. D. has been often at his houfe,, 
and has known him moft days go among his negroes, ; 
and hear their complaints. He told him that he 
had not bought a new negro for 10 or 12 years. That | 
they never ran away, and that his eftate and negroes / 
had confiderably increafed in that time. Has often | 
heard him fay, he had as much work done as others, ; 
and that his negroes always worked willingly. Is | 
jure he encouraged their pairing, as he gave them J 
every necefiary, and kept their houfes in good re-. 
pair. Ele knew an eftate where the negroes were all , 
creoles. Is fure they were treated better than com- , 
mon. | 
Free negroes were generally tradefmen, and very. 
induftrious. : 


| : 
Saw a mother and her daughter feparated at a fale , 


miftrels to a Jew, to be fent off the ifland; but Mr. , 
ae D, bought 
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), bought her from the Jew. She had 2 children, 
thom her miftrefs kept from her, and whom the of- 
‘n begged him to buy, which he could not conve- 
piently do. He bought a new negro, who found his 
‘other, and brought him tothe fort to Mr. D. Mr. 
hambers, owner of the brother, begged Mr. D. to 
wt with his, as the brother was a very valuable 
poiler. This Mr, D. reluctantly complied with, for 
i)s was equally valuable. 
The Maroon negroes in Jamaica, increafed moft P, 180, 
ttainly. He has often been in all their towns, and 
ays {aw great numbers of children. Their num- 
§\ts were confiderably more when he left, than when 
| went to, the ifland. He is fure they did not in- 
tporate run-aways among them, as they had a re- 
wd and mile-money, for bringing them to the 
ols. 
Is fure whites, if temperate, could, without ma- 
jal injury, do any kind of out-of-door work. It 
well known, that the fhip-wrights and other 
defmen, in the king’s-yard, Port-Royal, often 
Birk all day long, and he never knew them un- 
uthier than people in general. White artificers 
tainly do work at their trades, in the Wett Indies, 
hout materially hurting their health. 
He believes thumb-{crews are very often ufed in 
» Weft Indies, having feen feveral negro girls at 
tk with the needie, in prefence of their miftreffes, 
yh a thumb-fcrew on their left thumb, and he has 
ln the blood gufh out from the end of them. 
Domefticks certainly are particularly fubject to 
Wir owner’s caprice. He has often known their 
trefs fend them to be punifhed, without telling 
ma for what. He has been frequently fent for, 
Hthe clergyman’s flaves before-mentioned, after 
Hy have been feverely flogged, and otherwite ill 
mited, fo that he conceived their lives in creat: 
ger: particularly to one woman who had been P, 3181. 
Lup all night, by her hands, and abufed with 
fane pepper, in a way too horrid and indecent to - 
: mention 


7] 
4 
17 


88 W. INDIES: | Davison. 


1791. mention. He lived next door to a wafher-womai, 
wey at Port Royal, who was almoft continually floggin}, 
her negroes. He has often gone in and remonttrate 
againft her cruelty, where he has feen the negro wd, 
men chained to the wafhing tubs, almoft naked, wit) 
their thighs and backs ina gore of blood, from flog) 
ging. He could mention various other capricioy, 
punifhments, if neceffary. ij 
He is fure means are ufed, in Guineamen, to fu, 
prefs the flaves difeafes (which afterwards break oy; 
{till more violently, or bring on other diforders) e,, 
_ pecially fluxes, ashe made it his bufinefs to afk th, 
fargeons, who candidly told him their mode of treat 
ment on board. He made this inquiry, on his wife, 
father having bought a good number of flaves out« 
a Guineaman, {everal of whom broke out in violer, 
fluxes. 
He has known new negroes put into the field 2 ¢, 
3 days after being bought. They fometimes remai, 
on board in the harbour, 2 or 3 weeks before fale, _ 
Has feen a great many ulcerated failors lyin, 
P. 182,about, in moft parts of the ifland, efpecially at King 
{ton. They chiefly belonged to Guineamen, for 1; 
particularly afked them. 
Has often heard planters fay, fuch an overfeer ha 
improved the eftate, by large crops: but nev, 
heard any fuch thing mentioned, in connection, ;) 
his care of the negroes, or keeping them up 6 
breeding. 7 ; , 
He has often gone on the eftates of abfentee, 
with attornies, and came away with them, and fa 
very little attention paid, except afking the overfec, 
when the fugars would, be ready for market. Fj 
never heard any inquiries made into the negroes fat) 
and treatment. | 
Has frequently heard owners of flaves fay, that, 
creole, when fit to work, cofts more than a ne’ 
negro. | 
The attorney and overfeer are not always diftiné 
perfons. He has known feveral that were both at! 


| 


torne 
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orney and overfeer, He knew feveral in Spanifh 1791. 

fown, from 20 to 40 miles off the eftates they were “~™ 

Nittornies for, Attornies are often directly interefted 

n increafine the crops, as he always underftood they P. 133. 
yave a per centage on them. 

- Overfeers very often have flaves of their own: he 

yas known them have jobbing gangs. Has known 

he abfent mafter’s houfe-flaves fent into the field, 

find the overfeer’s put in their room. 

#| Many more domeftics are kept in Weft India fa- 

Mmilies than in fimilar Englifh ones. Has known 
rom 12 to 20 ina houfe, where half as many would 
lo very well. 
 Domettics certainly increafe, from being better fed 
md treated, and lefs worked. 

_ Female flaves are very commonly let out, by their 
bwners, for profticution. 

- Slaves fell vegetables at market, on their owner’s 
ccount ; as feveral mountain eftates chiefly depend 
in felling vegetables. 

On many eftates he is fure proper medical care was 
Menot taken of the negroes; as the furgeon often lives 
War from the eftates, and vifits them, when he 
hinks proper. 

He brought a Guinea woman to England, whoP. 184. 
wifhed much to be fent to her own country. It is 
yommon for fick negroes to fay, with much pleafure, 
hey are going to die, and are going home from this 
3uccra country. 
| Has often known flaves 12 months in gaol, from 
“heir mafter’s debts. 

' Believes owners are very commonly involved with 
Suinea merchants; for they often ftay on the eitates, 

ll the week, except Sundays, with their gates always 

Beked. Buyers of new negroes, if planters, are 


redited, from one crop to another ; if not planters, 
rom 6 to 12 months. 7 

He has very often feen refufe-negroes, fold at 
vendue, in a wretched fituation, and very cheap. 


Several make a trade of it. 
Numb. 4. M There 


\v— a fuperintendant over the whole, to keep up order}. 
P. 185. He thinks runaways could not be harboured, in thd: 


P, 158. Refided inthe W. Indies fince 1776, chiefly in St, 
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There was a captain to every Maroon town, and. 


Maroon towns, without coming to the captain’} 
knowledge, who always lives very near the towns 
He is appointed, by the governor, as guardian of thd, 
treaty with the Maroons. He is always a white man} 


! 
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Witnefs examined —-DrRewry Ortxey, Efa. ! 
His Majefty’s Chief Juftice on the Ifand of 
S fins VANCE Geran be | 


| 
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Vincent. Has vifited Antigua, Tobago, Sc. Kirts} 
Grenada, and St. Lucia: was in England about ten, 
months of the time. 1 

Is of the council of St. Vincent’s, appointed in, 
1784, and chief juftice in 1787. | 

Managed his own eftates there till made chief. 
juftice ; when, often abfent on public bufinefs, he; 
employed a manager, whofe conduct he conftantly, 
fuperintended. - ; 

As to the laws refpecting flaves; the old flave 
acts, which were the general laws throughout the, 
iflands and which in many ftill continue unrepealed,, 
have appeared to him in many cafes unjuft and in-, 
human, as to the perfonal fecurity of flaves; which’ 
appears only to be provided for, in cafes of murders, 
difmemberment, and mutilation. And asthe evidence, 
of flaves is never admitted againft whites, the difi-. 


P, 159,culty of legally eftablifhing facts is fo great, that| 


white men are in a manner put beyond the reach of, 
the law: however, fuppofing the proof full, the mur- 
der of a flave in fome iflands is only puntihable by ay 
larger fine, and difmemberment and mutilation by a, 
frnaller. Some of the acts are filent on the murder 
of a flave, and it has been fuppoied, in thofe iflands, , 
that it was punifhable by the common law of Eng 
and : 
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alfo introduced in fome of the flave a¢is of the other 
iflands, is of opinion, that by inference from that 
Biclaufe, the murder of a flave is not punifhable by 
common law as a capital offence. 
There is no law for fecuring the flave’s property, 
againft his mafter, nor again{t ftrangers, unlefs the 
| mafter brings an action. 
There are laws in moft of the iflands obliging 
simafters to provide food and clothing for their flaves ; 
but does not think them in general efficient, from the 
difficulty of bringing proof of the breach of the law. 
Some claufes in the St. Vincent’s flave act appear 
to be oppreffive and impolitic, particularly that 
which obliges the whites, under a penalty, to fearch 
once a fortnight, the negroe houfes on the eftate, for 
runaways or ftolen goods; that which prevents flaves 
from hiring themfelves of their mafters to work on 
their own account; thofe which lay certain reftric- 
tion on free negroes, and deprive them in fome cafes 
of trial by jury; the claufe which throws obftacles in 
the way of flaves buying their freedom; and fome 


lothers which he does not juft now recollect. 


In his anfwers, he confines himielf to St. Vincent’s 


‘where named; where no ifland is named, his obferva- 


tions extend to all where the old flave acts are yet in 
force. | 


§| The omiffions in the old laws are fo numerous that P. 160. 


it is difficult to afcertain them; he will therefore {peak 
to fuch alterations and provifions as appear neceflary 
for the protection of flaves. 

He would recommend the paffing a flave act in 
every ifland, repealing thofe now in force, and efta- 
blifhing regulations upon the principle of the late 
Grenada act, to obviate the difficulty of bring- 
ing evidence again{t whites: councils of protection 
or guardians, fhould be named to fee that the provi- 
fions made for the benefit of flaves are enforced: they 
fhould be empowered to infpect provifion grounds, 
| M 2 fick 


land: however, on confidering the latter part of the 1791. 
fecond claufe in the St. Vincent flave act, which is ~~ 


, i > 
co + 


92 W. INDIES. OTTLEY. 


1791. fick houfes, clothing, negro-houfes, and the generd. 
“v—~ condition of flaves; and upon juft grounds of fufpil 
cion, to have power to examine whites, or other fre} 
perfons, on oath, and to profecute offenders, wherl 
necefiary. i 
Thinks, if the guardians do their duty, and ad 

with impartiality, that the fubftitute for the evidenc} 

of flaves, (provided by the Grenada act) affords al 

great a degree of protection and fecurity as perfons if! 

a flate of flavery can enjoy. ( 

Can devife no means, likely to be adopted, for adi 

mitting the evidence of flaves, in their prefent ftat 

of ignorance. 1 

P. 161. The laws lately pafled in Jamaica, Grenada, ang 
Dominica, (as contained in the Privy Council report’ 

have fupplied moft of the omiffions now noticed; bu) 

the Grenada law feems beft calculated to have ful) 

effect. ( 

The punifhments to be inflicted by the St. Vincent’d 

flave act, muft be by order of juftices of the peace 
recolleéts no provifions there, which limit the degree; 

or afcertain the nature, of the punifhment which @! 
mafter or manager may infli. ) 

The general modes of punifhment he has obferved 

on Welt India eftates, were, whipping, the ftocks, 
chains, iron collars; the latter not frequent, nor 

long worn, becaufe deemed hurtful to the flaves 
health. : iq 

As to whipping in a cruel manner and difpropor-) 

tionate to the offence, overfeers ftriking flaves| 
wantonly, fubtracting from his allowance, taking a- 

way the provifions he has raifed, or other arbitrary’ 

and cruel treatment independent of punifhment for! 

P, 162, offences, much depends on the temper and difpofition | 
_ of mafters or managers. On all the eftates he has. 
known, where the mafter or manager refided, over-! 

ieers were forbidden to ftrike any flave, and were li- 

able to be turned off if they did. Sometimes they do 

it, but does not think it common, | 


| 
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_ The treatment of flaves, fo far as he has obferved, 1791. 
is in general humane. a 
| Inftances of cruelty do and will occur, but does 
J not think them common, Certainly thinks them 
| exceptions to general ulage. 
i As to inftances of notorious cruelty in the iflands 
) going unpunifhed, never knew but one cafe where a 
man was punifhed by law ia St. Vincent's for cruelty 
hl to a flave, and that was very lately. Has heard of 
liother cafes of cruelty notorious, which have gone 
unpunifhed. 

In St. Vincent’s, induftrious field flaves are gene- 
rally poffeffed of fome property. So far as he can 
guefs, an induftrious but ordinary field flave may 
acquire to the amount of 61. or 81. fterling per ann. 
Of 200 flaves on an eftate, not more than one-thirdP, 163. 
can be reckoned field flaves; fome of whom will be 
young and indifferent to property, others lazy. He 
fhould fuppofe 12 to 18 might acquire to the amount 
‘mentioned. Has heard of field flaves acquiring to 
a greater amount, but in general they are careful to 
conceal their property from their mafters. ‘They 
acquire it by raifing hogs, goats, poultry, and by the 
| culture of their grounds, of which they have in ge- 
} neral more than they can cultivate, and as good land 
| for the purpofe as any on the eftate. Out of crop 
they have half of Saturday, or one day in a fort- 
night. Thinks the latter better for the flave, as he 
} can go frefh to his work, and has more time to com- 
plete any particular job. 
}” InSt. Vincent’s flaves are never married according 
} to the rites of the Church, but they are very often 
attached to one woman. 

Knows of no law to prevent a white from de-P. 164. 
_ bauching the wife of a flave: but does not recollect 
any cafe of the kind. 
As the females, who are not married, do not feem 
to prize chaftity much, he fhould fuppofe the men 
 licentious with regard to women. 


Slaves, 
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1791. _ Slaves, when paft the time of youth, often livi 
“v~ faithfully as man and wife, . | 
The men are in general fo addiéted to the ufe of 
{pirituous liquors, that they will get drunk as oft ali 

they can. 

Has heard young females ftudy to procure abort! 
tions, but never knew a cafe: they are fo fond of 
dancing, that he does not think pregnancy, unlef! 
far advanced, would prevent their going a great way! 
for it. Dances are common, but flaves from diftan(' 
eftates are forbidden. iy 
The flaves are in general very harmlefs and peace-| 
able. Never knew a cafe, even where they have 
been faid to be ill treated, of their attempting ta’ 
injure their mafter’s property from refentment; tho? 
were they fo inclined, they have many opportuni- 
ties, particularly in crop time. They difcover % 
benevolent difpofition, and a general good will. On 
every diftrefsful emergency, fuch as fire, which often’ 
happens, he has always obferved negroes from the! 
neighbouring plantations, uncalled, even in the! 
night, ready and aétive to their utmoft exertion in’ 
relieving the misfortune of the moment. Recollects’ 

an inftance which occurred in 1785: A fire fuddenly | 
broke out among his canes, at a place the moft dif- | 

tant from where his own flaves were working. Thofe! 

of Sir William Young, who were at work near the ’ 

{pot, voluntarily run to the place, and with much 
trouble and fome rifque extinguifhed the flames, ’ 
which might otherwife have deftroyed 50 or 60! 
hogfheads of fugar; nor did they afk any reward; ' 
but of courfe fome recompence was fent them. 
Thofe feafoned to the iflands appear to be of a | 
chearful temper; and are fo, when well ufed; which | 
may be known by their returning merry and fing‘ 
ing, from their work. 7 | 
Thinks, on eftates well handed with feafoned | 
negroes, and which have a regular fucceffion of chil- 
dren to fupply thofe who fall of by age, the numbers 
might be kept up, and probably increafe without 


Importation, 
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mportation. In many inftances, eftates, humanely 1791. 
nanaged, and with a fuitable proportion of the fexes, ~~W~Y 
«tually have, and do increafe their numbers without 
mportation. (p. 167.) 

Is acquainted with the Caribs of St. Vincent’s. P, 166. 
They are moftly of the negro race, faid to be defcen- 

ded from fuch as efcaped from a flave fhip, wrecked 

apon the coatt. 

f. Believes they do not incorporate runaways, who 
|would be eafily diftinguifhed from the Caribs, who 

jhave a peculiar flattening in the forehead, produced 
ninfancy; they have a reward too for bringing in run- 
toa and there is befides a ftrong antipathy be- 

ween them and the flaves (p. 169). Their number is 

aid to be 3000, fo that they muft certainly have in- 
reafed, and believes they are ftill on the increafe: 

§ they are fond of {pirituous liquors (p. 169). 

| As flaves can never live fo much at their eafe as 

he Caribs do, and. muft be more expofed while at 

york, they will be fubject to difeafes, to which the 
varibs and free negroes are not; they will therefore 
probably not increafe fo much, though they may in- 


reafe. 
gaged: P, 167. 


W. India eftates are in general deeply mortg 

B)" proportion to the weight of debt on them, they 
Bywill in many inftances be worked with greater exer- 
ion of labour, and under difadvantages of credit pre- 
udicial to the fupplies for comfort, or even fub- 
iftence of the (laves, in many cafes. 

He fhould neceffarily conclude, that where flaves 
re not fupplied equally with the neceffaries and 
omforts of life, they will of courfe be proportionally 
lefective in increafe. 

|The proprietors of eftates preffed by their credi- 
ors would, he fears, be induced to work their gangs 
veyond their ftrength, were they cut off from fre(h 
upplies of flaves, and thus a fudden and total aboli- 
ion eventually prove oppreffive to many faves in 


he Wett Indies, 


1 a he es 
Believes, 
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wey in the Britifh Parliament, may have directed the at-} 


P. 168.continues pending, believes they will be difpofedi 


P, 169.is not fo open to the obfervation of the world. 
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Believes, the queftion of the flave-trade depending! 


tention of the colonial legiflatures, to the reform of} 
the laws in favour of flaves; and while the queftioni 


to adopt any practicable regulations which may be 
recommended to them; but does not think they! 
would attend to fuch recommendation with the fame: 
good temper and fatisfa€tion were the queftion de-i 
cided, and the flave-trade ftopt. i 
Does not think any effectual reform of the flavel 
laws could be made without the co-operation of the’ 
colonies, as by the conftitution of their governments, ! 
their legiflative bodies muft pafs the laws, and the. 
magiftrates and others in the iflands enforce them. 
His letter to Sir William Young, contained in the) 
Privy Council Report, was written in hafte, andi 
merely for Sir William’s private information. ! 
As the laws now ftand in many of the iflands, do-il 
meftick flaves muft be peculiarly fubje&t to their: 
matters caprice; and their fituation can lefs be effeét-' 
ed by regulations of law, than even that of field# 
flaves, becaufe the conduct of mafters to domefticksi 


As to fuppofing private punifhments to be reftric-/ 
ted to a certain number of lathes, and mafters and) 
overfeers fhould exceed the limitation, or fplitting 
one crime into many, give the limited number for 
each; can devife no mode of bringing fuch mafter: 
or other to juftice, while the evidence of a flave con-! 
tinues inadmiffible. 

Believes there are 400 or 500 whites in all, ex-! 
clufive of the military, in St. Vincent’s , perhaps 1501 
more in the {mall iflands now conneded with it; and \ 
imagines the flaves on thofe iflands, which are not! 
many, are included in the number of St. Vincent’s| 
flaves. :y 

Never knew a free negro hire himfelf to field Tas | 


{ 


bour, to hire as mechanicks is common. = 
The I 


| 
} 
| 
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_ The ftock of flaves on his eftate when he firft went 1790, 
ut have conftantly increafed ; but the new negroes 
kr has bought fince 1784, have, in f{pite of all poffibleP. 170. 
tention to them, decreafed at leaft one in eight, 

BMr. Robley told him, that on his eftate Sandy Point, 

n Tobago, there has been a conf{tant confiderable 
ncreafe by births, though the fituation does not 

eem healthy. In St. Vincent’s, upon Sir William 
iifoune’s eftate, Calliacua, there has been for fome 

ears paft a conftant increafe by births; the fame on 

Mr. Haffey’s eftate, and he believes alfo upon Mr. 
Ninn’s; and likewife upon Mr. Collins’s and a Mr. 
Vlorgan’s eftates. 

if proper attention was paid to the religious in- 
‘ruction of flaves, he is convinced it would be of the 
'reateft: advantage to the planters. Within thefe 

hree or four years, fome Methodift miffionaries, 

jave had accefs to many eftates in St. Vincent’s, for 

hat purpofe. Has heard that in Antigua the flaves 

ave been greatly improved in their morals by the 
Wiftruétions of the Moravians; infomuch, that the 

Gual value of fuch flaves, confidered as objects of 
Slommerce, has been raifed. An increafe of popula- 

ion from the births, would be an undoubted con- 
equence of the moral improvement of flaves (p. 

174:) 

| Does not think, that even on thofe eftates where 

‘te has known the ftock kept up and increafed by 
sirths, fuch attention has been paid to the fubject as 

Je would judge proper (p. 174.) 

} As to whites efcaping punifhment in atrocious 
Vafes, from negro evidence being invalid, recollects, 

Jhat in O€tober 1789, a flave in Tobago was faid, 

Jnd univerfally believed, to have been ftabbed by a 

yhite (thinks the manager of the eftate) in the pre-p, p77, 
ence of many other flaves. The man died on the | 
jpot, and the white was tried, but, for want of fuch 
‘vidence as Weft Indian courts of law require, was 
cquitted. Another cafe occurred in St. Vincent's 5 
white, was ftrongly fufpected of haying shot his 
Numb, 4. ‘ N brother- 


| 
| 
| 
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1791. brother-in-law, the fact was faid by two or threl| 
tv flaves to have been done in their prefence; and 
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the coroner’s inqueft (he thinks) confirmed this fufh 
picion, by a verdict of wilful murder, againft thil 
white. At a court where he (Mr. Ottley) prefided, 
the caufe was tried, and although there fcarcely re} 
mained a doubt with the jury of the man’s guilt, hi 
was neverthelefs acquitted, for want of fufficien 
evidence. ‘ 

Thinks, that flaves in general are better treated 
and more fatished with their condition, where thy 
owner refides, / fe ti 

Where ground provifions are fcarce, and the owner’ 
embarraffments prevent his getting fupplies of im, 
ported provifions, his negroes mutt certainly fuffer, 
In 1779, be has heard, many perfons fuffered in An- 
tigua from this circumftance. , 


i 


iW 
i 


P, 172. . Has always heard that in St. Kitt’s the chief de-, 


pendance is on imported provifions, and it muft be! 
often fo in Antigua, from the droughts to whi¢h, 
they are fubject. 

Where planters, as has often happened, take in, 
more cane land than they can properly cultivate, the; 
Jabour of the negroes will be increafed, and the land, 
will not be productive. ~ | 

Never knew a field flave buy his freedom. Never; 
heard of act of fuicide among creoles. 


As to infurrections, whether moft to be apprehend-; 
ed from African or Creole flaves, there never was. 


an infurreétion in St, Vincent’s; but thofe which, 
happened in ‘Tobago, he has heard, originated with, 
the Afficans, 4 

The circumftance of being forcibly torn from} 

ir families and. friends, will frequently have the, 
o Shorten the lives of imported flaves; parti-, 
larly the aged: thofe who deftroy themfelves are) 
ilways found to be adults. | 


i 
| 
| 


. iJ 
The climate of St. Vincent’s, when firft fettled, | 
ing covered with wocd, was very fatal to Hue, 


but now it feems as healthy as any other, 


of 
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i 


hele five or fix years paft, than is commion in Eng- 
and. The Europeans who are refident, from ex- 
vofure during the hours of labour, are frequently fub- 
ect to difeafes. | 
By the court aét, flaves may be feized for the 
pwner’s debt, but not till his goods, chattels, and 
Niproduce are found infufficient. Slaves by the laws 
Blof St. Vincent’s are in general confidered as of the 
nature of real eftate, and fo defcend to the heir, and 
\ are dowable from them; but where the per- | 
onal eftate is infufficient, executors may inventory 
flaves, and apply them to the difcharge of the teita- 
tor’s debts. But to prevent eftates being deprived of 
flaves, there is a particular law in St. Vincent's, al- 
lowing the executors to advance money at 6 per cent. 
intereft, taking fecurity on the flaves. 
In cafe of aétual feizure, the marfhal is equally 
refponfible for flaves, as for other property. 


law has provided, that a woman and her infant child 
@\thall always be fold together. Does not recollect 
Jeny other provifion. | 
Is of opinion, that the reforms in the treatment of 
PiNaves hinted in the preceding part of his evidence, 
Wwould be for the mutual advantage of owner and 
ave. 
| With refpec&t to the interefts of the owner and 
Imanagers being fometimes at variance, it is in ge- 
neral the manager’s intereft to make large crops, to 
Mupport his charaéter as a planter ; and perfons often 
Jjudging from effects, he may feel himfelf under a 
kind of neceffity of working the flaves harder than 
he wifhes, to keep up to the produce of former years. 

Never loft more than two or three children on his 
Jeftates by the tetanus, but many by worms between 
three and fix years, which feems the moft fatal dil- 
order to children in the Weft Indies, white as well 
as negro. | 


| 
| ! 


N 2 Want 


5f the iflands; and it has been remarked, that no y791. 
reater mortality has occurred among the troops, for wy 


As to feparation of families, by fuch fales, the P, 174. 
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tv—_ {uppole to be one great caufe of flaves running away }i 
P. 175. indeed he has heard of a cafe, where about 20 negroes} 
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Want of food and other ill treatment he thould: 


who had been long abfent, on the death of a matte! 
efteemed very fevere, voluntarily returned to. the. 
eltate: however, has known negroes run away with 
out any provocation, 

Upon afking his African negroes how they became 


flaves; fome who were imported young, faid, they were) 
kidnapped; others, that they had been fold | 


crimes, or prifoners of war. 


Witnefs examined—Reverend Mr. Stuarr, , 
) 


5. Has been at Guadaloupe, Dominique, St. Croix, | 


St. Euftatius, St. Kitts, (at the laft about a year): 
and Nevis. Went to the Weft Indies about the bee! 


P. 177+ ginning of 1778, and left them in 1779 for America, 
P. 175. which he left at Chriftmas 1782. Has had a twent 


years acquaintance with the condition of flaves in the) 


different ftates of N. America. i 
He is warranted in declaring that the negroes are 


an opprefied and much injured race, in no better” 
eftimation than labouring cattle; and every deicrip- | 
. tion of their treatment he has met with, falls fhort | 
P. 176.of their real ftate. He read Mr. Ramfay’s, in mas 


nufcript, at St, Kitts, and comparing it on the fpot 
with the treatment of the flaves, thought it too 
favourable, 


Though there are as humane people in the Weft 


\ 


) 


}} 
‘| 


Indies as elfewhere, they are from the nature of — 


flavery led into cruel meafures. ‘The punifhments 
there often feemed too fevere. Has feen many né= 
groes working in chains both in America and Weft 
Indies. Has often known runaways put in a dun- 
geon at night, and once faw about fourteen, fome of 
whom were in chains, put into a dungeon, apparent- 


ly 


. 
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ly much too fmall for them. Next morning he faw 1791. 
one of them taken out dead. ny 
Slaves in America feem more hearty and robuftP. 177- 
‘than thofe in the Weft Indies, owing, he fuppofes, 
‘to their being better fed. Their allowance was a 
quart of Indian corn, peafe, or rice, each day, and 
alittle falt. : 
| It was generally believed the Carolina flaves in- 
#) creafed without importation. 
Bi) He was told at St. Croix, that the flaves, inftructed 
I) by the Moravians, were better behaved than the 
others. 
The blacks are not inferior to the whites in abili- 
ties or difpofition. They have as much generofity, 
‘fidelity, gratitude, underftanding, and ingenuity 5 
capable of receiving religious inftruction, and im- 
provement of every kind. Has found his black 
{ervants in nothing inferior to his white ones, and is 
fare that education and opportunity alone make a 
difference between the two defcriptions. 

Nothing had been done to alleviate the fituation 
of the negroes, in general, in the period of Mr. 
b) Stuarts’s refidence in America and the W. Indies. 


Witnefs examined—Captain Scott. 


| Captain Alexander Scott, of the Royal navy, wasP. 177- 
on the coaft of Africa from Senegal to Cape Coaft, P. 178. 
in the Merlin, 1769, during the rainy feafon. Out 
of go men they buried there 8, of whom only 4 died 
of the diforders of the country. The furfs there are 
) not an utter inpediment to landing and fhipping 
) ‘goods. He has himfelf landed from his own boat 
at Dixcove, Commenda, and Cape Coaft, and the 
boats without him, alfo at Succonda. He has been 
in the W. Indies longer than on the Coaft of Africa, 
and has of courfe feen greater furfs there than on the 


coatt, 
From 


AFRICA, Scorr. 


179%. From a tranfaction which happened the fecond day | 
“~v~ after his arrival in the Wet Indies, 


negroes very cruelly ufed. He faw a white man/|i 
purfue a negro into the water, bring him out, and 


he thought th 
take him to the wharf, where he had him hu 
and weights tied to his feet, 


‘) 
day he faw the fame negro lying on the beach, and 


with the affiftance of another taking the prickles out 


of his breech, feemingly {welled and bloody. The : 


negro aligned as a reafon for the whipping, that 


the wharfinger thought he had ftaid too long on an 
errand, ) 


Witnefs examined—Rey. Mr. Davres., 


P.385.. Refided at Barharlocs fourteen years; the three laft, 


Jearning the management of a lugar eftate; left it 
twenty-one years ago. 

It was not underftood that flaves had a right to le- 
gal redrefs when ill ufed by matters. 


P. 186, As to field-flaves being well, or {paringly fed, itis 


dificult to judge from appearance only ; before crop 
many feemed very emaciated, in crop they looked 
well. Has feen their allowance dealt out; a grown 
negroe had nine pints of corn and about one pound 
of falt-fith per week: fome principal flaves had as far 
as twelve pints; but the grain of the Weft Indies is 
much lighter than wheat, : 

Never knew field-flaves acquire confiderable pro-' 
perty; they had a few houte-neceffaries, and were 
allowed to keep a pig, or a goat, and poultry. 

As to its being a ferious object with planters, to 
keep up the ftock of flaves by breeding; it was fo 
much otherwile, as to be generally thought a necef- 


ng up |: 
to a crane by his hands, which were tied breil | 
When thus hoifted UP, |! 
but fo as {till to touch the ground, another negro | 
P. 179. was ordered to whip him with a prickly bufh. He) 

walked away from the difacreeable fight. The next | 
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Yary part of plantation expenfe to buy a lot of new 1791. 

flaves every fix or feven years. Thinks the caufe why Ux 

‘the number of flaves are not kept up by births is, that 

females are over worked, in turning dung, carrying 

piit out in bafkets of 60 to 70 pound weight on their 

heads, and that for about eight hours a day, in the 

feafon, On their return home, they have to grind 

their corn by the itrength of their arms, rubbing it 

py between two ftones: they muft rife with the earlieft 

ijdawn to prepare their food, that they may be in the 

field in time to efcape punifhment. Their circum- 

{tances (particularly the grinding corn) tended to dif- 

courage marriage, the woman’s life becoming harder 

then, trom being thus a flave to her hufband (p. 187), 

Pregnant women, and iuch as had children, are 

allowed to come into the field a litile later than the 

ref. 

) With very good ufage, if the females are to the 

males as three to four, the ftock may be kept up by 

births; as it was on Kendal plantation belonging to 

WJothua Steele, efq. though the proportion was as two 

to three (p. 188)... 

Though people in general feemed to confider (laves 

ws their moft valuable property; yet their attention to 

them (from a fenie of intereft) appeared infuficient, 

Mbecaule a great number of recruits was neceffary. 

} To produce large quantities of {ugar at a {mall ex- 

| penie, was the chief criterion of a manager’s merit ; 

hough owners fometimes difcharged their managers 

for too much feverity. 

Is of opinion they cultivated too much cane land,P. 137. 

and too little provifions, as many were obliged to buy 

American corn: thinks having Jefs cane land would 

produce better treatment to the flaves, and be ulti- 

mately for the mafter’s benefit. 

Lhe dependance on imported flaves certainly con- 

tributed to embarrafs planters. 

As to the practicability of keeping up the ftock of 

llaves by births, provided it had been an object of 

crious attention tothe planters; cannot fay he attended 
; to 
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to it when onthe ifland, but it does appear to him} 
now (from the facts which then fell under his notice} 
p. 188.) that by general good ulage of the flaves,} 
and a milder treatment of females in particular,}| 
by the ufe of cattle and inftruments of hufbandry, e-} 
{pecially the plough, their numbers might be kept) 
up, perhaps increafe. Knew a few eftates which kept}: 
up their numbers without importation. 

Is of opinion flaves were in general too fparingly} 
fed, whether the mafter was embarraffed or not. — 

Underftood from common report, that there were) 
few eftates that were not more or lefs embarraffed,} 
from debt to the Eupopean merchant, or from join=) 
tures, or fortunes to brothers and fifters. i 

On afking African negroes how they became flavesy 
was anfwered they had been kidnapped. | 

Thinks their feelings much the fame as Europeans, : 
When removed from their habitations and fpots of! 
ground, they have been known to pine away. 7 

As to the practice of flaves conftantly working: 
under a driver, does not recollect a fingle exception. 

The whip is committed to the hands of apprentice y 
boys, as well as to men, who often punifh the flaves 
for very flight faults, arbitrarily. | 
d 


1 


Witnefs Examined—Mr. Mark’ Cook. ( 
; | 


Mr. Mark Cook arrived in Jamaica in 1774, and jj 
left it, 17903 was three years in planting bufinefss | 
reft of the time as clerk and fchoolmafter with dif: 
férent gentlemen there. a 

His firft impreffion of flaves treatment fhocking3 9 
for he lived clofe by a cane-piece, where they worked, ; 
and conftantly heard the whip going. Slaves ufed | 
cruelly, hardly looked on better than beafts, and 
often ufed worfe. 4 

Have not fufficient food nor time to cultivate) 


their grounds. Has known both Africans and Creoles | 
eat 
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eat putrid carcafes, is convinced through want, would yy, 
not have done it if they had had other fuffcient food : ~Wrns 
when they have time and opportunity, are veryPp, 190. 
cleanly in their food—are very fond of wafhing } 
#ithemfelves. 
Are but indifferently clothed : one half of them al- 
moft naked in the field; this not from choice but 
want; are fond of clothes when they can get any; alfo 
jbadly lodged; if overfeers can get their work done, 
pithey do not attend to fuch matters. 
Their ufual punifhments very fevere, more fo than 
Hineceflary to procure the work to be done properly: 
much more of it might be done, were they better 
fed and lefs whipped. 
Common to dung cane pieces by moon-light, and 
:0 oblige them to pick grafs after their day’s work: 
rhis a great hardfhip. Negroe’s grounds generally p, Igt. 
bout two miles from the works; common to exaét 
grafs picking for overfeer’s cattle; feldom efcape 
ppunifhment if they neglect it. (p. 191.) 
§}, Incrop-time they work in general about 18 hours 
put of 24: are often hurt through mere fatigue and 
#yvant of fleep: knew a girl lofe her hand by the mill 
While feeding it; for overcome by fleep, fhe dropped 
igainft the rollers. Has heard of feveral inftances 
bf the kind. 
}) Has known negroes own grounds taken from them 
jo be put in canes for mafter’s ufe, and wood land 
Jsiven them in exchange—a great hardfhip, and cer- 
Jainly the caufe of great diffatisfaction among them. 
Thinks they are in general much neglected in 
icknefs. There are doctors on eftates, but they 
ldom attend. Has known negroes, ordered to 
work by doétor when incapable of doing it, drop in 
he field, and obliged to be brought back again. 
| Much the fame work is expected from pregnant 
vomen as others; has feen them holing within a few 
jours of delivery; has known 39 lathes given themP, 192, 
t this time; has heard many of them wilh never to 
Numb. 4 Q have 
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have children to undergo the hardfhips they thems | 
felves have been fubject to. 

Superannuated flaves have no allowance, and onit| 
what they can get among their relations; has feen| 
them wandering about the beach, left to take care off 
themfelves, | 

Defert frequently, owing to hunger and fear of} 
flogging when threatened: whet brought i in are ge-| 
nerally feverely flogged, and fometimes have an iron 
boot put on one or both legs, and a chain or collar} 
round their neck. The chain is locked, the collar} 
faftened on by a rivet. When the collar is with 2) 
projections; it is impoffible for them to lie down to), 
fleep ; even with 2 they muft lie uneafily. Has feen 
collars with 4 projections. Never knew any injury, 
from the chain and collar, but feverely galling their | 
necks; has, however, known a negro ‘lofe his leg. 
from wearing the boot. i 

A man and his wife, if induftrious, and have their | 
due time allowed them, may earn 3 or 4 bits per | 
week, at the utmoft. Never heard of a field negro | 
buying his own freedom. 

Domeftic negroes are often feverely punifhed, but ‘ 
not fo often as field flaves: has known many inftan- 
ces: knew a lady, who had both her men and women | 
domeftics laid down and flogged every Monday | 
morning for different flight offences, which happened | 
in the previous week. | 

Knows of no legal protection flaves have lagainft | 
injuries from their matters. | 

Has known a field flave receive 200 lafhes by ' 
order of the overfeer, and a domeftic 50, by order 
of his miftrefs. 4 

Once knew a runaway flave brought in, with part 
of a turkey with him, which he had ftolen. His} 
mafter immediately made two negroes hold him | 
down, and with a hammer and a punch knocked out ‘ 
two of his upper and two of his under teeth. Really ) 


thinks negro had ftolen from hunger, as he was no ‘ 
thing but fkin and bones, Matter was not recheaay 
cruel. 
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cruel. Witnefs lived with him three years, and re- 1791. 
members no other cruelty committed by him. iene prone 
) Never knew any complaint made to a magiftrate, 
or punifhment inflicted on owner or overfeer in any 
‘of the cafes mentioned, or in any other cafe whatfo- 
ever, for ill ufing a negro. 
Has known negroes often punifhed for complain- 
ing to the owner or attorney againft their overfeers. 
Chaftity of negro women is not at all fecure 
again{t overfeers: if overfeer fends for a girl for 
fuch a purpofe, fhe muft come or be flogged. Has 
known them threatened and flogged for refufing. 
Knew a Mulatto girl run away, in confequence of 
') being threatened on that account. She was the wife 
of one of her own colour. Her hufband and chil- 
§idren ran away at the fame time. 
}) Has known both Mulattoes and Quadroons con-P. 195. 
j fined in irons 6 or y years, at the fole will of their 
Pjowner. When they came out, (which was on the 
) | death of their miftrefs) their limbs were fo diftorted 
Bjthey could not walk. Was informed of it by one 
) who lived two years on the eftate, and had feen them 
Sjoften, and with whom he lived afterwards in the 
fame employ. 
| Greateft recommendation of an overfeer is the 
| magnitude of the crop he makes, without regard to 
) working the negroes hard; muft work them hard to 
| )make large crops, 
_| Some overfeers are paid fo much upon every hogf- 
» head of fugar, and puncheon of rum, Others have 
a {tated annual falary. 

Perfons fometimes officiate on eftates both as 
attorneys and overfeers at fame time. Has known 
attorneys refide 40 or 50 miles from the eftates they 
)were to fuperintend. 
|} Agentleman, on whofe eftate he lived, bought P. |196. 
25 negroes in one lot, and at two years end had only | 
$ or 10 left, A great many African negroes die in 
the firft three years after importation. 

Has heard African negroes exprefs their praife of 
Buel} ye their 
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1791. their own country, and grief at leaving it. Nevell 
wey knew one but wifhed to go back again. Was told) 


P. 197. Knows two eftates where, he believes, negroes! 
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by one, when afking him the mode of his capture]. 
that they undermined the houfe in which he and fat 
mily lived, and came in upon them in the night, and. 
took them all away. : | | 

Knew a negro man who hanged himfelf, alfo a! 
woman. On the fame property a man had fhot him 
{elf before witnefs came to it. Has heard of many! 
other inftances of the kind; all Africans. Great 
rejoicings made by African negroes at the funerals! 
of each other, from a belief that the deceafed are! 
gone to their own country again. ! 

Capacity of fome negroes is very great: as to dif.) 
polition, they feem ftubborn at firft coming, but! 
grow better in time. In both thefe points they do! 
not differ much from lower white people, when they: 
have been fometime in the country. 


increafed by births, which he afcribes to good ufage! 
and their not being worked too hard. 

Maroon negroes, believes, are increafing very faft. | 

Domeftic ufed in general much better than field | 
flaves; thinks they ulually increafe, but not fo faft 
as field-flaves, when well ufed. 

Cultivation of cotton, coffee, and pimento, much 
more eafy than that of fugar,; and flaves there look! 
better and increafe fafter than thofe on fugar eftates.' 

Jobbing gangs are ufed in general better than’ 
field flaves, if they work under their own matters; | 
but if under the overfeer of the eftate, much worfe, | 

Slaves of a perfon embarrafied are worfe clothed : 
and fed on that account; thinks in general they are ] 
ufed better, when their owner lives on the eftate | 
himfelf, | . i 

Knows of no regulation to prevent feparation of | 
families, when flaves are fold-by writs of venditioni, - 


P. 198. or from African fhips. Slaves fubjeét to imprifon- | 


ment when feized for mafter’s debts, Has known | 
them . 
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‘them lie long in gaol, and then fold, if the debt 
not paid. 

Js of opinion white mechanics can do equally as 
‘much labour in Jamaica, if under fhelter, as in 
England out of doors, at proper hours. 

Believes there are now more drough’s in Jamaica 
‘than formerly, on account of fo much land having 
‘been cleared. Has heard many elderly natives fay, 
they never formerly wanted fealonable weather. 
Has feenmany Guinea failors lying about the towns, 
-and travelling in the country full of ulcers ; feemed 
very miferable people: a very great proportion of 
thofe in Kingfton hofpital are Guineamen. 

Few eftates but what have runaway negroes. When 
‘the number is fufficient to make it worth while, 
-book-keepers from the different eftates, armed with 
§) amutket and a couteau, hunt after them in the woods. 
8) They fire at them at times, but not with a view of P. 199. 
killing them. Never knew any killed on fuch oc- 
-cafions. 


Witnefs examined—Captain Coox. 


Captain Cook, of the 89th regiment, was in Bar-P, 199. 
| badoes, St. Lucia, St. Kitc’s, &c. in 1780 and 1781. 
Thought the negroes in the towns were treated with 
very great feverity. He faw a woman named Rachel 
-Lawder beat a female tlave moft unmercifully; having 
bruifed her head almoft to ajelly with the heel of her 
) fhoe, fhe threw her with great force on the feat of a 
child’s neceffary, and then tried to ftamp her head 
through the hole, and would have murdered her if 
not prevented by two officers. ‘The girl’s crime was 
the not bringing money enough from on board fhip, 
where fhe was fent by her miftrefs for the purpofe of 
proftitution. 

A domettick flave, an excellent fervant, and in ge- 


neral well refpected by the officers on whom he.at- 
tended 


1791. tended at mefs, having made a miftake on an 
“v~ fome cards, his miftrefs, a perfon of re{pectable con- | 
dition, calling him by name faid,'Go to the jumper (to | 
P, 200,whom fhe paid 20s. a year to flog 
my fervice to him, and tell him to give you oF | 


W. Inpbtes. Capt. Cook. 


lathes, with which the poor creature was obliged to 


comply. ‘The company was difpleafed, and the of- |, 


ficers left the houfe. 
‘T'wo young ladies of fortune, filters, one of whom 


was difpleafed at the pregnancy of a female flave h 


belonging to the other, by the fon of the furgeon at- 
tending the eftate, proceeded to fome very derogatory 
acts of cruelty. With their own garters they tied 


the young woman neck and heels, and then beat her 


almoft to death with the heels of their thoes: one of 
her eyes continued a long while after in danger of 
being loft. They afterwards continued to ufe her 
ill, confining and degrading her. Captain Cook 
came in during the beating, and was an eye witnels 
of it himfelf. 

Neither in thefe nor any fimilar inftances (and he 
could mention others) did the flave obtain any legal 
redrefs, nor does he know of any redrefs from law for. 
the worft injuries, nor even of punifhment for the 
murder of flaves. Two flaves were murdered and 


thrown into the road during his ftay, yet no legal in- — 
quiry took place that he ever heard of. This exe. 


cited his frequent inquiries from perfons of all ranks 
and defcriptions, and the univerfal anfwer was, that 
they did not choofe to make examples of white men 
there, fearing it might be attended with dangerous 
_confequences. 

He never knew an inftance of any endeavour to 
conceal cruelties of this kind. Being on a vifit to 
General Frear at an eftate of his in Barbadoes, and 
riding one morning with the General and two other 
officers, they faw near a houfe upon a dunghill, a 
naked negro nearly fufpended by ftrings from his 


P. 201,elbows backwards, to the bough of a tree, with his 


feet barely refting upon the ground, and an iron 
weight 


It 
her negroes) give | 


errand for |. 
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‘i weight round his neck, at leaft, to appearance, of 1791. 


ae weet and thus without one creature near “~~~ 
hi 


im, or apparently near the houfe, was this wretch 
left expofed to the noon-day fun. Returning a few 
‘hours after they found him in the fame ftate, and 
would have releafed him but for the advice of Ge- 
neral Frear, who had an eftate in the neighbourhood. 
The gentlemen through difguft fhortened their vifit, 
_ and returned the next morning. 

4 The inferior white people, however, have a general 
impreffion, that they are punifhable by law if they 
" infli& more than 39 lathes at one time on a negro. 
_. This law may be evaded by {plitting a crime into 
1 many, and by intervals, dividing the times; and of 
this where flaves are punifhed at home, there are 
daily inftances. Returning home one evening late with 
Major Fitch of the goth regiment, they heard moft 
idreadful cries, and on approaching the fquare at 
Pid Town, found they proceeded from the houfe of 
ja man that fold liquor, and heard the repeated lafhes 
| fa whip on a creature whom they conceived to be 
dying. On their requefting admiffion, the cruelty 
feemed to be wantonly increafed, which fo provoked 
en that they broke open the door, and found a negro 
isk of about 19 chained to the floor, almoft expiring 


ith agony and lofs of blood. The man taking re- 


i 
wh 
7 
‘ 


| 


fuge behind his compter from their indignation, and P. 202. 


thinking himfelf free from the law, immediately cried 

out with exultation, that he had only given her 39 
‘llafhes at a time, and that only three times fince the 

beginning of the night. He then threatened them 
‘for breaking his door, and interfering between him 
and his flave, whom he would flog to death for all 
“any one, and have given her the fourth 39 lafhes be- 
fore morning, which muft have killed her as fhe 
 feemed then to be dying. 
_ When matters were embarrafied their flaves al- 
“jways fuffered in clothes and food; they often fuf- 
» fered in the fame manner from the rapacity of ma- 
) nagers in the abfence of their matters. 


The 


Ei2 
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“v~ in general more refpectable men, feemed happier than}, 


eect 
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The flaves on large eftates, the managers being} 


thofe on the fmaller. | 

Female flaves in the towns are very frequently let}, 
out for proftitution, or at leaft on paying a weekly} 
{um to their owners, have leave to go on board the|, 
fhips of war for that purpofe. This is common with] 
the inferiour people, and frequent even among the}, 
better fort. He has known a girl feverely punithed|; 
by her owner for returning without the full wages|, 
of her proftitution. 

On fome eftates of the better kind, care was taken 
of thofe whom age or infirmity had rendered no|, 
longer ferviceable, and eafy offices were affigned|, 
them, fo that fome have grown extremely old, and| 
been ufeful to the laft: but among the inferiour, and 
fometimes among the moft opulent, the reverfe is the , 
cafe; they have been difmiffed to poverty and diftrefss, | 
and he does not believe that there is any law to pre- 
vent owners from turning fuch flaves upon the pub- 
lick, to ftarve and die in the ftreets. 

He has no doubt, and he fpeaks from many-in- 
ftances, that white people by habits of temperance, 
and regularity of hours, might bring themielves to 
go through nearly as much labourand fatigue in the ; 
Weft Indies as any people whatever. 

It does not appear to him that the abfence of the : 
owner is in general hurtful to the flave, but that it 
has fometimes been much fo, on one eftate in particu- 
Jar, where the manager made a larger fortune than 
his mafter. 

In general among the white people, and particu- 
larly the women, even of the better families, they be- 
lieve, and endeavour to propagate an opinion, that 
the negroes are an inferiour fpecies of being. 

The clearing of Barbadoes has been thought pre- 
judicial to the fertility of the ifland, the trees for- . 
merly having attracted fhowers that do not now fall — 
fo frequently as before. - i 
He 


f 
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ro fuicide occurred. A flave who had fled from 
ihome for fome crime he had committed, was loft for 
feveral weeks. Being accidentally met by a man 
whofe bufinefs it is to take up runaway negroes, and 
two affiftants with him; the negro too much inti- 
)midated to fly, cried out to them, “ I will not be ta- 
Piken alive; you and I have lived many years together, 
and why fhould we hurt each other.” So, brandifh- 
‘ing his hanger, he faid, ‘* Keep off, ” and immedi- 
Piately ftabbed himfelf. In the other inftance, a flave 
jumped into a well to avoid punifhment for a mur- 
Jer he had committed through jealoufy. 

When up in the country, he heard it faid by the 
manager of an eftate, that an old man, whofe office 
\t had long been to flog the negroes, could ftrike 
with a whip of 7 feet long or longer, fo exactly, as 
-o lodge the point of the lath juft within the flefh, 
Where it would remain, till picked out with his fin- 
Pzer and thumb. The manager offered to fhew the 
experiment, and tendered wagers that he fucceeded 
‘nce in three times, which were of courfe declined. 
Negroes, when flogged in the country, are laid on 
their belly, with a negro at each hand and foot to 
aife them from the ground. In towns, they ftand 
bare in the open ftreets, and expofe their pofteriors 
othe jumper. He has been fhocked to fee in the 
ttreets of Bridge-Town, a girl of 16 or 17, a domef- 


ue 


ton collar, having two hooks projecting feveral in- 
thes both before and behind. 


144 
4% 


| 
| 


“Witnefs Examined—Mr. Wittiam FirzMavrice. 
| 


~ Asoverfeer the laf ten years, the former time book- 
| 


| Numb, 4, F ceeper, 
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jic lave, running on her ordinary bufinefs, with anP, 


Was in Jamaica from June, 1771, to March, 1786p, 
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- He has known both mulattoes and African ne- 1791. 
roes purchafe their freedom, but never a field flave. —~~ 
When refident at Barbadoes, two inftances of ne-P. 204.’ 


205, 


179%. keeper, except the firft fix months, when he wa}, 
“v~ clerk to a ftore in Kingfton. | 


P. 206, This mode of punifhment continued the fame du-|| 


W. Invres. FITzMAURICE. 


In towns flaves were ufually flogged on the wharfs} 
(where they were fent, becaufe the place was public}, 
and for the conveniency of the crane and weights] 
p, 206.) They are ftript, tied up to the crane, with; 
one or two fifty-fixes to their feet, and a handkerchief, 
round them for decency, and flogged with 39 lathes]; 
probably more. Others were fent to the work-houfeg, 
and flogged every morning, or every monday morn 


ing, according to the matter’s difpofition. The pu+ 
nifhment was generally fo fevere, as to cut them and}: 
bring blood, fo-as to make their frocks, if immedi-| 
ately put on, appear as ftiff as buckram. . He neveri| 
knew it inflicted by a magiftrate’s order. i 

Pregnant women were very often flogged as def-| 
cribed, and frequently mifcarried from fevere whip- 

ings. . 


| 
| 


ring all his ftay in the ifland. | 
Negroes provifion-grounds were always diftant, 
from their houfes, fometimes three miles off; and | 
fometimes where it was with great. difficulty they; 
got at them. | 
The flaves of involved mafters were always pinch- j 
ed in provifions, at ftorms or hurricanes. — Fh 
Slaves provifion-grounds, if near the cane-pieces, ; 
and the owner wifhes to enlarge his eftate, are always ) 
taken from them, and put into canes. Other,egrounds ' 
are given them, and perhaps a day weekly allowed ; 
them to bring it to perfection. .This is often atten- ; 
ded with the greateft deftruction to the negroes, who , 
go about new grounds or to new houfes with great , 
reluctance. He has changed negroes to a far health- } 
ler fituation, and. loft many. from the effeét of the 
change on their fpirits. : N 
Some negro houfes are pretty dry, but moftof ; 
them are open to the weather, being wattled without , 
plafter. They fleep on a board on the ground, near 


the fire, and after it goes out, they fuffer from ool 
an 


| 
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and damp. ‘This caufes many diforders, efpecially 1791. 
to lying-in-women, who lofe more children by this v™ 
‘han any other caufe, as they generally die of the 
‘locked jaw. 

}| Weakly-handed eftates, which are far the moftP. 207. 
‘numerous, form their negroes in crop, into two 

Vpells, which generally change at 12 at noon, and 12 

ht night. The boilers, and others about the works, 

gut canes from fhell-blow, half paft one, till dark ; 

Wwhen they carry cane-top, or grafs to the cattle- 

penns, and then may reft till 12 at night, when they 

‘Kelieve the fpell in the boiling-houfe, by which they 
"+hemfelves were relieved at 12 inthe day. On all 
tates, the boiling goes on night and day, except 
Vunday. But well-handed eftates have three {pells, 

hind intermiffions accordingly. 

_ After crop, they form two gangs, if tolerably wellP. 217. 
handed. ‘The fhell blows for turning out at 4 or 5 
‘b’clock, or earlier. It depends on the overteer. 

PiThey work till 10: have a quarter or perhaps half 

jan hour for breakfaft; work till one, when fhell 

blows for dinner: if a rainy feafon, to take advan- 

tage of it, they work till the rain falls, which is two 

» p’clock, perhaps later. He now fpeaks of the feafon- 

able parts of the ifland. They have about an hour 

‘and half for dinner, and half an hour to get into the 

field, fo as that the laft fhal? get there exactly at the 

end of two hours; if not they are generally flogged. 
Bhine. often run to their grounds, which may be dif- 


tant, to get provifions for fupper. Hence lofs of 
time, and frequent flogging. From dinner they 
~ work till dark, when they trafh cattle-penns, or carry 
home grafs. Then the book keeper calls the lift. 
Hi) hen they get home, it may be about 8 o'clock. 
_ This exaction is grievous, as the willing ones muft 
_ wait till the lazy are brought up ; and it caufes whip- 
ping to thofe who neglect it. Some eftates. do. not 
ak this duty, but moft do. 

Various works are confidered as detached jobbs 


from the field-work, as hoeing intervals, which they 
| P 2 can 
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can do before day; alfo moulding the cattle-pens, 
chopping up dung, making mortar, and other prepa-|i 
rations for tradefmen. Thefe are called before-day | 
jobbs, which muft be done, fo as not to hinder the} 
general work. ft 
He never knew but one inftance of work being |: 
done by tafk. He. hired 60 negroes, all Americans}! 
from a Mr. Douglas, and they had a tafk every| 
morning meafured out to them by Mr, D. or his o-} 
verfeer, and which they finifhed by 1 or 2 o’clock, |! 
and had the reft of the day to themfelves. The dri-} 
ver carried no whip, and only went occafionally to 
fee that the work was properly done. The plantation 
negroes, on the adjoining land, would not fini till} 
dark (even with the driver) the fame quantity of/| 
work, From this he thinks, tafks (of work that | 
admit of it) would be to the eafe of the negroes. | 
From the negroes working, as they commonly do, | 
| 


In rows, with the.driver after them with his whip, it ) 
almott neceffarily follows that the weak will be hard 
puthed to make them keep up with the ftrong. He) 
is forry to fay, that from this caufe, many negroes | 
are hurried to the grave, as the able, even if placed | 
with the weakly to bring them up, will leave them 
behind, and then the weakly are generally feverely 
flogged up by the driver, confidered as worthlefs, | 
and perhaps kept all noon to bring up their rows. — | 
It is the overfeer and book-keeper’s duty to attend — 
particularly to the negro-grounds. The lazy, or thofe — 
who give trouble by afking for food, are collected 
by the driver every Sunday morning, and on the days 
for working their grounds, (allowed every other 
week as the overfeer chofe) and kept to work in a 
gang, in clearing provifion-ground, or putting in 
order thofe they have. | 
Negroes often go 18 or 20 miles to the Sunday 
market, as he particularly knew the laft four years 
he was in Jamaica. Thefe journies are very hurtful 
to the Negroes, and it is almoft impofible to pre- 
vent them. | 
He 


his freedom. Has known negroes who had faved a~7~V™ 


|] 232). 


whites and Jews let their negroes work out, and 
| pay them a certain weekly fum. 


| aways. 
‘| home more money than ordinary, it being expected 
"| they will be kept by whites or free perfons. 
} much the practice in Kingfton and Spanifh town, 


freedom, when or the border of becoming invalids, 
-and where the eftate was not mortgaged. 
-Jaft eftate on which he lived, a very old, yet valuable 
“man, who was head cattle-man, afked him to fpeak 


‘tate being mortgaged it could not be done. (Afri- 
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He never heard of a common field-flave buying 1791. 


little money; generally head-carpenters, &c, endea- 
your to do it. Some mafters have fold them theirP, 220. 


On the 


to the attorney to get him his freedom; but the ef- 


cans who ‘have been many years tradefmen or head- 
men, may probably buy their freedom when old, p. 


Very often, efpecially in the towns, the poorer 


Many who have 
no trades, are pufhed very hard to do this, and often 
fkulk into the country, rob on eftates, are chopped 
or maimed by watchmen, or fent to gaol as run- 
Handfome women are obliged to bring 


This is 


where he was a good deal. Old negroes paft labour, 
efpecially thote of Jews, are defired to provide for 
themfelves, and he is forry to fay often fuffer by 
hunger, or rough treatment, when caught ftealing 
on the eftates. | 

On fome eftates, where the proprietor lives, the 
doétor may attend twice a week, which is generally 
expected; but where the proprietor is abfent, andagherP. 221. 
attorney 30, 50,.o0r 109. miles off, the negroes often 
fuffer very feverely indeed, for want of medical care. 
The doétors are often young and inexperienced, 
which is generally attended with very fatal effects and 
certain ruin to the owner, as he knows trom experi- 
ence, ‘The ordinary care of the fick depends on the 
hot-houfe (hofpital) man or woman, who bleed, drefs 
fores, and give medicine, as directed by the doctor or 


overfeer. Kefident planters allow the hot-houle per- 
fon 
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1791. fon a little wine, by the doétor’s order ; but, on ab- 
teny~ fentees eftates, the overleer, even if fo humane as to 


give it out of his own pocket, is perhaps diftant from: | 


town, and has no wine. Attornies, generally do not 
Sive it, alledging ic would not be allowed in their 
accounts: they always told him fo, when he wrote 


for wine for the fick. He knows iome, whofe eftates. |! 
are in their own poffeffion, who fend out wine from. | 
hence; but this is not general. After long droughts,» 

Hegroes are apt to get fluxes, by eating green vegeta= |! 


bles, or bad flour, efpecially the former. 
He lived with proprietors who withed to encou- 


P. 222,rage propagation ; but they are often obliged to pufh 


them, for good crops. He lived with others who 


defired to puth them, and with whom the lofs of a few- 


negroes or {tock was nothing compared to large crops, 
to fatisfy their creditors. 


Negroes particularly fuffer in the hands of mort-. 


gagees. Jn general people in debt puth conftantly to 
get out of it, and to raife their credit to buy negroes, 
which he has known them buy, when, probably, they 


could not get credit for any other commodity. ‘There: 


is a cuftom, in Jamaica, of obtaining negroes on bond 
and judgment. 


Some years ago, it was an old faying, in Se. 


Thomas in the Vale (or Sixteen-Mile-Walk) that™ 
if a negroe lived 7 years, he paid for himfelf. The- 


work was fo hard there that it was proverbial, « A 
“* Sixteen-Mile-Walk book-keeper, and a Clarendon 


mule, are the two hardeft animals in the country.” 


Several proprietors told him, they confidered a child 
born and reared on the eftate to be a dear necro, and | 


overicers generally diflike breeding, as interfering with — 


the work of the women. He has known other pro- 
prietors take pleafure in feeing the women breed. 
Many infants die of the locked jaw, within the 14th 
day, which he believes, from his laft fix years e€x~- 
perience, is chiefly owing to cold and uncleanlinefs. 
The lying-in women generally have large fires in 
their rooms, which being often broken, let in “4 + 
: cold, 


Se a! ——Zs 
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cold, and when the fire goes out a fevere chill fol- 1791. 
lows, by which the infant fuffers. A great many die ——~ 
of yaws which require great cleanlinefs. When over-P- 223. 
feer, he has been direéted to attend to the rearing of 
)) children ; but fpeaking generally, from his own 
knowledge, infants had not the requifite care... Be- 
lieves the ftock of ilaves could not be kept up or in- 

)) creafed on the prefent fyftem; it would take fome ii 

}) time to bring about. He means the eafing the negroes, Hi 

F) which he thinks might be done, by ufing the plough 

§) on every eftate, and, where it can run, putting in the 

| canes after it. 

On Raimefberry eftate, in Clarendon, the negroes 

increafed fo faft, that a gang of them was drawn of 

\to fettle a new eftate called Yarmouth, which he had 

the care of, but the fettlement was difcontinued, 

i}trom the change of the attorney. On Orange in 

St. James’s no negroes were bought, for at leaft 15 

years, and they increafed; as alfo on Eden in the 

dame parifh. He lived on both thefe eftates. Negroes 

j worked moderately may be increafed. He has known 

eftates where the negroes were worked feverely hard, 

» \they increafed and decreafed nearly equal. 

i Nothing is more common, than negroes fufferingP. 224. 
iby change of management; as new overtfeers, as well 

yas inexperienced overfeers, pufh the negroes to make 

‘/greater crops than their predeceffors. 

| A gentleman had two eftates in Clarendon, one of 

"which Mr. F. managed. He had too few negroes for 

both, but enough for one. He was alfo much in 

» debt, and his negroes fuffering from being over- 

"Wrought. He put both gangs on one eftate, which 

) were amply fufficient, is now making 400 hogfheads 

of fugar, and is a clear man. Both eftates did not 

before make 150 hogfheads. Moft of the time he ~ 

Piwas his own overfeer. Mr. F. never, knew he 

bought any negroes fince then, which is about 13 

"years ago. But cannot fpeak of this as a fact. 

©) In St. Thomas in the Vale, on the eftate of a gen- 

tleman lately deceafed, by over-pufhing, moft of the 

| negroes 
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negroes were deftroyed, while he was in England,}! 
On his return, his eftates were almoft without negroes} 
and thofe that lived were taken by writs of Vendi+| 
tioni, and judgments againft him to a large amount. } 
Mr. F, bought, at a fale, 50 odd, to cover a debt}! 
for a houfe in Kingfton. Two of his eftates were} 
thrown up when Mr. F. left the ifland, the other} 
three are in the hands of mortgagees. Another eftate, |! 
within three miles of Montego bay, was making from] 
P. 225.180 to 200 hogfheads, with an adequate ‘ftrength, } 
when it was put in poffeffion of mortgagees. In} 
twelve years it was reduced to 10 hogfheads. The}! 
flaves were deftroyed, by making an unnecefilary |' 
canal in fwamps. It was brought to fale in 1788, |! 
bought by the mortgagee, and 1s now brought up to [! 
its former crops. ‘The proprietor of the eftate was | 
moft of the time in England. ‘The overfeer of it |! 
made 10,0001. and retired. 
When overfeer on an eftate in St. John’s, the eftate |! 
being fhort handed, Mr. F. mentioned to the pros | 
prietor that he would not take off the crop with thé |! 
negroes and cattle. He told Mr. F. to drive them | 
without mercy, as the lofs of a few negroes and ftock | 
was no object compared to fending home his crop in 
time. Mr. F. left him about the end of crop, be- 
becaufe he would not fee roo lafhes given to a do- ? 
meftic, not immediately under his direction, and wha /' 
he did not think deferved this punifhment. | 
He has known the plough ufed on many eftates 
with advantage, as it eafes the negroes, and pulve- 
rizes the foil. (But fome foils do not require pul- | 
verizing, p.226.) Dove-Hall, in St. Thomas in thé 
Vale, plows 40 or so acres every fall. He has known 
Mr. Edwards only put in canes after the plough with- 
out holing, except onan ettate Mr. Pinnock is attorney | 
for, and which made great returns. The chief ob 
{tacle to the plough is, that managers have not time 
to adopt it, looking for immediate labour, and often 


there is not a black{mith within 15 miles to repair it. | 
| He — 


=—- 


Eee 


a oe eee 


W. INDIES. | FitTzMAauRICE, 


He has often attempted. plowing and has been obliged, 
by thefe obftacles, to leave it off. 

In fome cafes, the Doétor’s vifits are a confidera- 
ble check on the overfeers feverity, where the pro- 
prietor lives on the eftate. But when the attorney 
lives perhaps 20, 30, 40, or even 100 miles off, then 
it is the interef{t of thé overfeer and do€tor, not to find 
fault with each other. 


I 


i] He is forry to fay, he never knew recourfe had to 


legal redrefs for wanton cruelty to flaves. Has 
known people, a Mr. Rufhie in particular, whom he 
ad occafion to fee, almoft daily, commit cruelties 
which brought negroes to theirend. He caught him, 
ne day, in the act of hanging a negroe. On his re- 
monftrating, Rufhie ordered him off his eftate. He 
ode away and informed his employer, who was a 
magiftrate and who defired him to go and inquire the 
next morning, before R. was up, whether the negro 
was dead. This Mr. F. did; and on privately afk- 
ing a white.man, he defired Mr. F. to go into the 


| ie houfe, when he faw the negro lying dead on 


board. He returned and told what he had feen to 
is employer, who was very much fhocked; but Mr. 
. heard nothing more of it. It was well known this 
man killed many of his negroes, and that fo faft, as 
o force him to fell his eftate. Cafes of this kind, 


the cannot fay, are frequent; but feverity, and hard 
| work certainly caufe a conftant decreafe of the able 
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negroes. No attempt was made to bring Rufhie toP. 227. 


unifhment. His character was generally known, 


and much defpifed by the neighbouring proprietors. 


e thinks, his employer defired him to make the 
above inquiry more from curiofity than an intention 
to inforce the law againft Ruthie, with whom he was 


Jon decent terms. He and his employer often vifited 
Jhim, and always found his negroes laid up with 
Wcruelties, and thofe that could work chained to the 
‘oppers, or, in gangs linked in the field. Other 
Ncruelties he practifed, were too indecent to be men- 


Mioned. He often found Ruthie dropping hot lead 


_ Numb, 4. QO. on 
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on his negroes, but took no notice of it; as hel, 
wifhed nobody to fee him aéting thofe cruelties.| 
He did not interfere; becaufe he got his bread from | 
employers, and did not with to be difliked, or called} 
officious, p. 231). Other acts of cruelty are oftenl, 
practifed, according to the difpofition or vicioufnefs | 
of the mafter or overfeer. An overfeer he knew| 
well, (and who, as before faid, brought down an f 
eftate, by the countenance of the mortgage-in-pof- 
{effion, from 180 to 10 hogfheads) was charged with | 
gelding a negro on the eftate, for riding out his 
horfes at night, and he believes juftly ; as afterwards | 
Mr. F. knew he gelt a negro of his own: on which 
the troop of horfe he was captain of, and in which/ 
Mr. F. ferved, objected to do duty with him. 
He cannot fay field flaves, in general, appeared to | 
him marked with the whip. Where there are cruel 
managers, and large crops exaéted, the effects are | 
vifible on the negroes. WW 
Negroes are often driven by feverity to run away. 
They go to their matters or attornies, if within reach; | 
but when the attorney lives perhaps 70 or roo miles 
off, they prefer going into the woods, being generally 
taken up as runaways before the journey’s end. | 
Planters who employ diftant attornies, are fure to 
fuffer by it. Runaways, when caught, are whipped 
and confined, or if the manager is humane, perhaps 
forgiven; but they are generally punifhed to deter 
others. | | 
He never faw mutilation actually inflicted ; but on | 
an eftate where he was book-keeper, there was a_ 
negro, whofe matter had had his leg cut off, and had ' 
made him a blackfmith. The matter faid he had, 
by fo doing, made him his moft valuable negro; as — 
he did all the iron-work of the three eftates, and, | 
before that, he was always running away. is 
It was generally underftood that whipping was 
limited to 39 lafhes: but it is often evaded by put- 
ing the negro into the flocks, and giving him 39 
more, for the fame offence, next day. Halty and 
vicious 
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vicious. people would give perhaps 100 lafhes, and 1791. 

if the negro died from it, (which however he never —\—w 

knew) where the owner or attorney lived not near 

enough, they efcaped unpunifhed. 

__Has known too many fuicides, among new negroes P, 229, 

efpecially, both by hanging themfelves and by dirt- 

eating, which they knew to be fatal. He loft, one. 

year, 12 new negroes by it, though he fed them 

jwell. On his remonftrating, they conftantly told 

him, they preferred dying to living. A great pro- 

ortion of the new negroes that go on fugar eftates, 

die in this way. 

§) hey are always talking of their being taken 

jpway, and kidnapped, from their country, and of 

Bihe hardthip of flavery. 

_ Nothing is more common than perfons buying 

new negroes, before they have fufficient provifion- 

srounds, and other accommodations for them: and 

/he matters finding it very difficult to buy provifions, 

ihe negroes feel hunger, before they can eftablith 
grounds, and foil and feafons are often againtt their 

aifing provifions. Hence fuch negroes are often 

pjoft. New negroes in towns, are better off, being 

c enerally employed in the houfe, and fed weekly. 

fp) A man may be attorney for from 1.to 20 eftates, 
jecording to his intereft. He knows feveral whoP, 230, 

}re attornies for a great number, in various parts of 

the ifland, perhaps at the diftance of 10, 30, 60, or 

o miles, or more, as it happened. 

) Some overfeers have premiums for all they make, 

Jbove a certain number of hogfheads; but this is 

jot the common mode. Attornies have falaries or 

ommiffions. Believes attornies on moft mortgaged 

‘ftates, draw commiffions on the net crops, as well 

on what they buy on the ifland for the ule of the 

(tates; and they accumulate great riches. 

_ Some overfeers have negroes, others have not ; 

ut generally they convert their falaries into negroes. 


Od 


: allowed to work them on the eftates where they 
| | Q2 ; themielves 


124 


1791. themfelves live, it caufes a jealoulfy between the | 
Ww y~~ manager’s and the plantation negroes. | 


Be 23ts 


bling too many negroes, who might be mutinous. 
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Thitkes on an average at leaft one-third of che | 
new negroes imported into the ifland, die in the firft 
three years, and three men die to one woman as he|! 
has experienced. The men take every thing un-{ 
pleafant to heart, and often kill themfelves. The} 
women have many protections the men have not, as} 
being taken as wives by the plantation negroes, or} 
being made domettics. 

In the laft four years he was in Jamaica, he bought 
95 new negroes ; at the end of that time, he fold 52;) 
all that were alive, and thofe not feafoned. Had he | 
kept thern till feafoned, he fhould have loft more, } 
and for this very reafon he fold them. # 

The lower whites too often looked on the negroes 
as inferior beings, and often beat them, unlefs 
checked by the attornies or overfeers. 

He only knew one attempt made to give the ne- 
groes religious inftruction, and that was by a pro- 
prietor in “Liewanea, who encouraged one or two] 
American negroes, who profefled to be capable to | 
give his negroes fome religious notions. But the 
neighbours confidered this as dangerous, by affem- | 


The aforefaid gang of 80 American negroes, after || 
work, went to prayers; they were a valuable gang, 
and worked tafk-work for him about nine months. 

The cane land is generally as fit for cotton, coffee, 

r other articles. | | 

Though domeftics may not be the beft faves, 
they appear fo, as the houfe foon makes a vifible 
change on them. 

He has been at twenty fales by fcramble, at leaft. 
No particular care was taken to prevent the fepara= 
tion of relations, except fucking children, or hom 
under three or four years. 

Sales by venditioni are very frequent, where levied 
are made. He has known them three months or 
longef. 


| obtain, is infufficient. 


formed, was, that the flaves were 
andina miferable ftate. 


FIiITZMAURICE. 


WEN DTES -. 


| longer in prifon, before fale. But this depends on 
occafional circumftances. 


Refufe flaves are fold according to their appear- 
ance, fome as low as three dollars. ‘They are gene- 


rally bought by the Jews in towns, at vendue or at 


private fale. 
He has always, as overfeer, given in to the vef- 


tries, the annual returns of flaves, ftock, &c. and, 
as veftry-man, (in 176, in St. Thomas, in the 


Vale, where he poffeffed land and negroes) has re- 


1) ceived fuch returns, in which it was not ufual to 
diftinguifh the fexes. 


Has very frequently feen Guinea failors wandering 


| about the ifland, in an abject ftate. 


Witnefs examined,—Mr. Tuomas CLAPPESON. 


Was at Jamaica in 1762 and 1763; from 1768 toP. 207. 


1778, and 1786 to 1789, ‘The general opinion he 
feverely treated, 
Thinks that, in general, the food which they can 


For the firft 2 years, he was 


Had opportunities of feeing many negrots from 


_ the eftates; fuch as he afked, as to their feeding, 


generally faid (particularly in droughts, when provi- 


-fions were fearce) ‘“* Hungry da kill me.” 


Very commonly fuffer both in quality and quan- 
tity of food, from the embarraffments of their maf- 
ters: has known feveral who had not credit for pro- 
vifions; others who bought, for cheapnefs, damaged 
corn, &c. when better was to be had; which he has 
himfelf fold, and which the flaves complained of, 
when they came to fetch it from the wharf, a neigh- 


bour told him his hogs would not eat it. 
| Knew 


in the feafaring line, P. 208. 
the reft of the time wharfinger and pilot. 
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tev lofe 10 or 12 flaves for want of food, when it was to | 


P. 209. Siaves generally fteal provifions, foap, candles, &c, 


P. 210. An overfeer told him, he had often picketed the 


P. 211. 000d fugars and large quantities; has known an 


W.Inovdries. CLAPPESON. 


Knew a perfon near him, reputed worth £50,000 | 


be had. 


which they fometimes fteal to fell. 
Vhey are generally ill clothed; never knew any 
go naked from choice. al 
The punifhments appeared in general fevere, to | 
the fear of which he chiefly attributes the frequent 
defertions. | 
Knew a pregnant woman whipped, and delivered } 
on the fpot. 
Has heard of very great feverities to runaways; hag 
feen them wear iron collars on their necks, and pot- 
hooks, with 3 prongs, both rivetted; the prongs pro- 
jecting 2 feet; thinks the wearer cannot eafily lye 
down. 
Never heard of flaves obtaining any redrefs for in- 
Juries, by mafters or overfeers. 


flaves to extort confeffion. 
Knew a cooper give his flave 200 lathes, for fteal- 
ing a little rice from him. He allowed his flaves a 
herring a day, and a bit a week. | 
The wharfinger whom he fucceeded in 1786, al- | 
lowed his negroes a herring a day only. || 
Knew, in 1789, a man who had an old decrepid " 
woman flave, to whom he would allow nothing. He j 
remonftrated with him on it, in vain. 
Slaves are often imprifoned on writs of venditioni; _* 
at the fale of fuch, never heard of any attention to. | 
avoid feparating families. 
The general recommendation of an overfeer 18, 


overfeer paid a guinea per hogfhead, befides his fa- | 
lary, for all he could make beyond a certain quan- | 
tity. "4 
Has known feveral perfons attorney and overfeer 
on the fame eftate. | | 


Slaves , 
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Slaves are fuppofed better off where the owner re- 1791. 


) fides; has heard it always fuppofed, that the better ~~ 


\they are treated, the more it is for the owner’s in- 
Bitereft. 

| Itis common for perfons who have a few flaves, 
and but little work, to oblige them to earn 3 or 4 
§ bits a day, and punifh them very feverely if they fail 
[to bring home fuch fum; has known them fteal erafs 
Bjand fell it to do this: knew a man compel his old 
fF negro, wanting a leg, to pay him 4 bits a day. 
}| African negroes are capable of being made me- 
= jchanics. 


jcaufes; fear of punifhment, jealoufy, &c. it is a 
) very prevailing opinion with them, that at death they 
‘return to their own country. 

| Has often heard of their being kidnapped in Af- 
rica: he had a flave who had been a negro-catcher 
jin his own country. 

__ Has feen feveral flave fales on board, all by fcram- 
ble. In 1789, faw a fale by fcramble in a butcher’s 
)\flaughter-houfe on the beach. Never heard of any 
recautions at fcrambles, to prevent the feparation 
of relations or friends. ‘Thinks whites, if temperate, 
are able to labour in Jamaica; he never worked 
parder than he has done there; no people work 
harder than our failors do there. 
| Has heard, that clearing the lands, has, near the 
€a coaft, caufed more drought. 
In his returns to the veftry of the number of flaves, 
ne never uled to diftinguifh the fexes. 


were fifhermen and tradefinen, 
_. Has heard of feveral people buying more flaves 
Z han they could pay for. 
Has heard often feamen fay, that in Guinea thips, 
he crews are ill treated, to make them defert; has 
~ Hways underftood, that they did not want to carry 
ome as many feamen as they took out; that they 
| got 


They deftroy themfelves fometimes, from various Pp. 212. 


The free negroes in general behaved well, theyP. 213. 


W. IN bir E's. CLAPPESON. 


1yg1. got rid of what. they could in the Weft Indies, to 


tere fave their wages. 


Was in Jamaica when the affembly paffed the 
confolidated law; he has often heard it was pafied 
becaufe of the ftir about the flave trade in England. 
Never. heard that any regard was paid to it, flaves 
being ftill treated as before. Never heard of any 
profecution for fuch difregard : recollects an inftance 
of difregard to it, which came under his eye. ‘The 
owner of an old and decrepid female flave, would 
allow her neither victuals nor clothing; advifed a 
fon of the woman to complain to a magiftrate, who 


would perhaps order her to be taken care of; be- 


lieves he was deterred from fear of punifhment, as 
that owner treated his flaves very harfhly in general. 


| 


Witnefs examined—Wittiam Beverzey, Efq. } 
A Student of Lincoln’s. Inn. 


P. 215. Was born in Virginia, and lived there the firft 16 


years of his life, returned in 1786, and refided above 
two years in different parts of America. 


The negroes in Virginia always kept up their num- 
gS pt up ‘| 


bers, and generally increafed. His father’s more 
than doubled their numbers. In 1761 he had about 
200, and in 1788, he paid taxes on above 540, of 
whom not above 20 or 30 had been added by pur- 
chafe. 


P. 216. Slaves there had no legal redrefs, for il ufage by 


their mafters. In other cafes they had, on proving 
the fact by two white witneffes. | 
In fummer, negroes were generally healthier than 
in winter, when they always complained of the cold, 
though it did not hurt their health, when well clothed 


The difeafes moft fatal there are agues and fevers, in 


fummer, to which negroes are lefs fubject tham 
whites, 


i hey 
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AMERICA: | BEVERLEY. 


‘They were generally*punifhed with much feveri- 
ty; but that depends greatly on the owner’s difpo- 
fition. 
= Each flave had a bufhel of Indian corn meal week- 

ly: befides this allowance, they ufually had sround 
*) to cultivate for their own ufe; bur this depended a 
} good deal on the matter, T hey were all allowed to 
\ raife poultry. 
}. He never heard of any attempts to give the flaves 
») religious or moral inftruction. 
| Has heard of fome flaves working by tafk ; but, in 
>) general, it was not pradctifed. 
Never knew a flave deftroy himfelf. 


4) by the overfeers, much more feverely, than thofe u 
wider the mafter’s eye. This different treatment was 
+) obfervable in the appearance of the flaves. 

| Was told in America, that when the abolition of 
‘the flave-trade was firtt agitated in 1774, many 
| doubted the practicability of keeping up the numbers 
| by ‘births; and the perfons fo d uubting have finc 

§) expreffed to him a conviction that their fears were 
Hi eroundiefs. The flave-trade was abolifhed in Ame- 
‘rica in 1774. 


w 


] Witnefs examined—Mr. Georcr Woopwarp. 


mortgagee &f W. Enea: property, in Barbadoes ; 


‘ing 
1° Bon § in town and country he thought the domef- 
itics very numerous. There feemed to be more 
Mfemales than males in the ifland. While refident 
he never heard any siege bh of the want of nepivies 
to carry on plantation or other bufinels. He does 
Hoe recollect the fale of a fingele cargo of flaves while 
at 4. R there. 


The flaves of diftant proprietors were often tre a Pe agas 


Mr. George Woodward is both an owner andP, 233s 


where he refided in 1782 and 1783, and was alfoP. 23 


1 Sarg a 


P. 236.Barbadoes. By ufing them well, and by good ma-_ 


. there. The labour of flaves the year round h¢ 


by the labour. He is acquainted with the ufe of the) 


W. INDIES. G. Woopwarp. 


thinks cannot be reckoned eafy. 

It is poffible in a great degree to relieve the lad, 
bour of flaves by the plough. He has ufed it him), 
felf: the firft he ever faw, he took over himfelf, and i 
he is fure it tilled the ground better than the hod, 
did. One plough, two men, and four horfes, will 
do as much work as thirty negroes, and better], 
The labour of holding the plough is much eafiey! 
than holing. It did not require much negro laboun, 
to prepare the ground for the cane after the plough, 
There is not much difficulty of ploughing to the, 
depth of fix inches, which is the rule, and a fufti 
cient depth for the cane. The plough may be ma 
to plough the ftrongeft clay land that 1s. 

The negroes are capable of learning the manage-|, 
ment of the plough. He thinks that the largeft, 
part of the cane land and ginger land of Barbadoes, 
may be ploughed to the advantage of the proprietor, 
and faving of negroes labour. The negroes are not 
averfe to the plough: he has feen them both hold 
and drive it. He did not find the cattle injured 


plough in England, he farms land of his own. Capt.|, 
Lee took out fome ploughs about 3 years ago, | 

He is not apprehenfive that the abolition of the, 
flave trade will injure his W. India property. He; 
thinks it would be of advantage to the ifland of, 


nageinent, the ftock ‘of flaves would naturally in- 
creale, without importation. 


Witnefs examined—Mr. Josep WoopwarD. 


Mr. Jofeph Woodward has been in Barbadoes ip | 
1788, 1789 and 1790. He has there feen the plough ; 
in ufe by Mr. Henry Trotman, jun. He believes | 
he has ufed it many years. | 


Mr. 


i 
i 


W. Iwnors. J. Woopwarp. 


‘Mr. Trotman informed him that he thought til- 
lage by the plough both better and cheaper than the 
Jabour of negroes with the hoe. The foil that 
he ploughed was not the beft, it was rather rocky. 
Mr. Trotman told him, that the plough then an- 
fwered his purpofe, and in time would become 
general, when people became acquainted with its 
Movutility. 

He once at Bridgetown faw a negro lying on the 


ftand, and heard from him, that his owner would 
not take him in. He appeared about 60 years old. 
§ He has known free negroes hire themfelves to 
‘\ftow fugars in the fhips hold; he has known them 
fo employed on board his own fhip. He knows no 
labour either of blacks or whites more fevere than 
} this is, 


Witnefs examined—Mr. James Kirrnan. 


Hilearn the nature of the trade, to carry it on. 
The trade for flaves in the R. Senegal, where he 


® thern banks, who got them very often by war, and 
® not feldom by kidnapping; 1. e. lying in wait near 
wia village, where there was no open war, and feizing 
» whom they could. 


of fuch, broken up by making the people flaves. 
Has always heard kidnapping fpoken of there as 
notorious; and has feen proofs of it by perfons fo 
taken being ranfomed ; when, very often, the white 
Jtrader afks more than the value of the flave, to give 
him up: never heard of a white trader, before buy- 
Jing a flave, inquire into the right of the feller. 

ie Rig ree Never 


Urefided, was chiefly with the Moors, on the nor-. 


‘ 
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j)whart, fo very much debijitated that he could not P. 237. 


‘Was in Africa in 1776, 1776, 1777, and 1778, toP, 23%, 


Has often heard of villages, and feen the remains P. 238. 


132, 


179 Is 
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Never knew any perfon: fold for witchcraft; a 


belief in it exifts ftrongly on that part of the coaft. . | 


Uhe firft year, by far the greateft{ number of. 
flaves were offered, to fale, from an open war then. 
fubfitting between the Moors and negroes : to which. 


‘the Moors have, always a {trong inducement, moft 


of the European goods they obtain, being got in- 
exchange for flaves. Hence defolation and wafte ¢ 
in.a few years, they extirpated large fettlements on 

the northern banks of the Senegal, and in time they. 
were expected to. root out all the black nations be-4 
tween the Senegal and Gambia. The Moors nei-. 
ther foliow nor encourage agriculture, 

Believes, that to be fold to Europeans, is confiel 
dered by all negroes from inland, as well as on the» 
coalt, as a punifhment only fhort of death. : 

The inhabitants of the ifland of St. Louis, are) 
eftimated at about 5000, who are fupplied with cat- 
tle by the Moors, and with corn by the blacks 
only. 

Ships bound to the W. Indies were fupplied by 
the blacks with large quantities of corn, which the - 
flaves preferred to any other food. 

The blacks on the fouth banks of the Senegal. 
raife cotton, indigo, and tobacco, fufficient for their 
ufe, | | ‘ll 

Knows the negroes manufacture cotton, leather, 
and metals, for they fupply Senegal with clothing, 
articles of leather, and ornaments of gold and filver; 
they dye fome of their: cottons very finely, blues . 
and fcarlets; believes their confumption of cotton 
cloths is very confiderable, ) 

Never knew the natives backward in fupplying 


any confiderable demand for provifions, when pro- | 


perly encouraged. “4 
Never Knew the natives encouraged by Europeans ) 
to_raife for fale other produce than provifions, f 


Perfons of property there, have a great number of) 


perfons under the denomination of flaves, whom” 


they yy 


y 


i 


{ 
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they treat as Kuropeans. would people of their own 17QI. 
family. ——~, 


Witnefs. examined—Henry Botuam, Efq. 


Went to the W. Indies 1770, and, in about twoP, 2416 
ES vifited all the iflands, Englifh and French, 


and was employed by government in Grenada, to 
afcertain the difference “of property there between 
the old and new fubjects. 

_. He was not long a,planter in the W. Indies. He 
directed Mefirs. Bofanquet and Fatio’s fugar eftate 
: in their partner’s abfence; but he carried on 


eae works many years at Bencoolen, in the Haft 
ndies. 

He has examined the account, in the P. Council’s 
Report, of the mode of cultivating fugar in the Eaft 
Indies, and it is the fame which ht delivered in. 

i drew it up from having long confidered the fub- 
getcand,itace; he dal duceenl foero: tiesk. Conncia | .. 
fees no reafon to make any alteration in tt. | 
| The following is an Abridement of the faida ac- 


count : 7 
‘¢ Mr. Botham on the Mode of cultivating a 
s¢ Sugar Plantation inthe Eaft Indies, &c.’ 
Having been. 2 years in the Eneglifh and French 
W. India iflands, and fince eancuted fugar eftates 
. ia the E. Indies; it may be defirable to lene that Po 
‘Tugar, better and cheaper than that in our iflands, 
Qend alfo arrack, are produced in the E. Indies, by 
if labour of free people. China, Bengal, and the 
“coat of Malabar, produce quantities of fugar and 
pirits ; but, as the moft confiderable fugar. eftates 
} are near Bavarian I fhall ea the improved mode 
pf conducting thofe eftates. The proprietor | is ge- 
Lees a rich Dutchman, who has built on it fub- 
antial works. He rents the eftate (fay of 300 or 
pore acres) to a Chinefe, who lives on and iDgaue 
tends. 
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1791. tends it, and who re-lets it to free men, in parcels | 

~~ Of 50 or 60, on condition that they fhall plant it in |’ 
canes fer fo much for every pecul, 1332 Ib. of fu-|! 
gar produced. The fuperintendant coijlects people 
from the adjacent villages to take off his crop, One 
fet of tafk-men, with their carts and buffaloes, cut 
the canes, carry them to the mill and grind them. 
A fecond fet boil them. A third clay and bafket 
them for market, at fo much per pecul. 

Thus the renter knows with certainty what every 
pecul will coft him. He has no unneceffary ex- 
pence, for when crop is over, the tafk-men go home, | 
and, for 7 months in the year, there only remain on 
the eftate the cane planters, preparing the next crop, 
By dividing the labour, it is cheaper and better done, 

P. 243. Only clayed fugars are made at Batavia, which are 
- equal to the beft from the W. Indies, and fold at 
18s. per pecul. The Shabander exacts a dollar per 
pecul on all fugar exported. The price of common 
fabour is from gd to acd per day. But the tafkmen 
gain confiderably more, not only from extra work, 
bur from being confidered artifts in their feveral 
branches. They do not make fpirits on the fugar 
eftates; the molaffes and fkimmings are fent for fale 
to Batavia, where one diftillery may buy the produce’ 
of too eftates. Here is a vatt faving in making 
ipirits, not as in the W. Indies, a diftillery for each 
eitate: arrack is fold at Batavia at about 8d. per 

gallon; the proof of the fpirit is about 5-tenths. 

After fpending two ‘years in the Weft Indies, I 
returned to the EFaft in 1776, and in the laft war 
conducted fugar works at Bencoolen, in Sumatra, 
on nearly the fame principles as the Dutch; I con- 
fined my expences to what they had done, allowing 
for the unavoidable charges, on a new and {ole un- 
dertakine. 

- The cane is cultivated to the utmoft perfection 
at Batavia; the hoe, almoft the fole implement of 
the Weft, is there fcarcely ufed; the lands are well 
ploughed by a light plough with a fingle seis 
| ri 
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| his fhoulders, drops into the furrow plants alternately 
from each bafket, covering them at the fame time 
p with earth with his feet. Young canes are kept often 
ploughed as a weeding, and the hoe is ufed to weed 


| is little need if the land has been fufficiently plough. 
ped. When the cane is ready to earth up, the {pace 
between the rows, is ploughed deep, the cane-tops 
tied up, and with an inftrument like a fhovel, with 
teeth at the bottom, a fpade-handle, and two cords 
j) fixed to the body of the fhovel, ending by a wooden 
handle for a purchafe, is ufed by two perfons to earth 
up the cane, the ftrongeft holding the handle of the 
fhovel, prefling it into the ploughed earth, while the 


the cord, draws up to the plant, all the earth thar 
the plough had loofened. Two perfons with this in- 
‘flrument, will earth up more canes in the day than 
To negroes with hoes. The canes in India are much 
higher earthed than in the Wett Indies; in moift 
f) foils, they, with little labour, earth them as high as 
}) the knee, at once making a dry bed for the cane, and 
a drain for the water, 7 
| The improvement in making the cane into fugar, 
at Batavia, keeps pace with that in its culture: eva~ 
poration being in proportion to the furface, their 
© boilers have as rnuch of it as poffible, The cane juice 
is tempered and boiled to a fyrup; it is then thrown 
into vats, which hold one boiling, there fprinkled 
jwich water, to fubfide its foul parts: after ftanding 
) 4x hours, is let off by 3 pegs of different heights, 
}into a copper with one fire; it is there tempered a- 
| gain, and reduced to fugar, by a gentle fire; it gra- 
/nulates, and the boiler dipping a wand into the 
| copper, ftrikes it on the fide, then drops the fugar 
‘remaining on it, into a cup of water, fcrapes it up 
ywith his thumb-nail, and can judge to a nicety of 
the fugar’s being properly boiled. The vats! Sine 
| tioned 


other on the oppofite fide of the plant, by a jirk of . 


i 


drill is then ploughed, and a perfon with two baf- 1791. 
_ kets filled with cane plants, fufpended to a ftick acrofs + 


round the plant when very young; but of this there P. 244, 
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1790. tioned are placed all at the left end of a fet of cop+|' 
v—~ pers. After running off for boiling all that is clear,| 
P. 245.the reft is {trained on the outfide of the boiling-|. 
houfe ; what is fine is put into the copper for fugar, | 
the lees kept for diftilling. |} 
Claying ‘of fugar is as in the W. Indies. Thef 
cane trafh is not, as in our iflands, carried into fheds,|’ 
where it lofes much of its ftrength before it is ufed 4} 
but is laid out immediately to dry, then made into}! 
fageots, fet up in cocks, and ufed immediately when! 
dry ; hence its force of fire is much greater, and the} 
carrying it to and from the trafh-houfe is faved. * 
The culture of the cane in the Weft Indies is in, 
its infancy. Many alterations are to be made, ex- | 
penfes, and human labour leffened; the hoe, now’ 
ufed to turn up foils of different texture, 1s ‘of one} 
conftruction, cheap and very light; fo that the ne- 
ero, without any help from its weight, digs up the | 
earth, (and, the cane roots, on replanting) by the’ 
fevereft exertion. In the Eaft we plough ‘up the’ 
cane roots. : a | 
Having experienced the difference of labourers ' 
for profit, and labourers from force, I can affert, that | 
the favings by the former are very confiderable. 
The Weft India planter, for his own intereft, | 
fhould give more labour to beait, and lefs to man" 
a larger portion of his eftate ought to bein pafture, ' 
When practicable, canes fhould be carried to the | 
mill, and cane tops and grafs to the ftock, in wags ! 
cons; the cuftom of making a hard-worked negro ' 
get a bundle of grafs twice a day abolifhed; and in ‘ 
 P. 246. fhort a total change take place of the miferable | 
management in our Weft India iflands. By this! 
means following, as near-as poffible, the Eaft India 
mode, confolidating the diftilleries, I do fuppofe 
our fugar iflands might be better worked than they | 
now-are, by two-thirds, or indeed one-half of the ° 
refent force Let it be confidered, how much labour ‘ 
is loft by the perfons overfeeing the forced labourer, 
which is faved when he works for his own profit.? 1 

sales . have 
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have ftated, with the ftritett veracity, a plain matter 
of faci—that fugar eftates can be worked cheaper by 


BoTuamM. 


| free perfons than flaves. 


Whether the flave-trade can be abolithed, and the 


blacks freed, is for the confideration of Parliament. 
In my judgment, thefe defirable purpofes, may be 


effected without materially injuring the Weft India 
planter. He has but to improve his culture, leffen 


human labour, and the progeny of the prefent blacks 


will anfwer every purpofe of working Weft India 
-eftates. [See this account at large in the Privy 
Council’s Report, at the end of Part TT. ] 

The flaves in the French iflands appeared to be 
better cloathed, betrer fed, and better behaved, than 
in the Britifh: and their being well fed is chief 
owing to the French planter putting a great pro- 
portion of his eftate in provifions. 
| Whether it might or might not be ‘ultimately for 
the intereft of the Britifh planter, and the benefit of 
his flaves, if he were to allot to provifions, more of 
the land now deftined to fugar, is a queftion that 
‘can only be decided by experiment in the different 


iflands, as the fame anfwer to it would not {uit each. 
iin iflands that feldom fail in rains, it is no doubt for 
sfuthe planter’s intereft, to facrifice a part of the ground 


allotted for fugar, to provifions; as thefe feed his 
negroes better than any dry or other provifions im- 


not think the planter can without materially leffen- 
ing his crop of fugar, give up any portion of ground 
to provifions., 
_ In 1764, when the Eaft India Company’s poffef- 
fions in Sumatra were returned to them by the French, 


| 


they were informed by their fervants at Bencoolen, 
that the public works, and other labours of their 
fettlement, could not be carried on without a large 


| 


\ 


1 


fupply of flaves; the Company therefore fent fave- 
hips to Africa and Madagafcar, and tranfported to 
Bencoolen nearly 1000 flaves, in much the fame 
proportion of men, women, and children, as are 
*’ Numb. 4, S carried, 
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ported: but in iflands fubje& to droughts, he doesP, 2476 
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1791. carried from Africa to the Weft Indies, that is more |j 
tend men, than women and children. ‘Thefe flaves, on} 
the firft years of their arrival, from the unheal- |, 
thinefs of the climate, and arter caufes, decreafed: ) 
but when they had been at Bencoolen a few) 
years, where they were well fed, humanely treated, | 
and had very little work, they began annually to} 
increafe ; notwith{tanding, from the little attention | 
that was paid to their way of lite, both men and} 
women lived in the moft abandoned way. The, 
5 | 


wonder was, that they did increafe, as the young 
female flaves were common proftitutes to the foldiers ; 
and failors. | 


| Witnefs examined—Joun Savace, Efq. 
P. 247. | 
Refided in Carolina from 1729 to 1975. Was not | 
a planter, but was repeatedly on many plantations | 
‘as a vifitant for a day or two atatime, and knew the) 
{tate of negroes there. . | 
Underftood labour was performed by tafk in moft 
P. 248. operations on eftates. | 
Negroes increafed greatly where well clothed ame | 
fed; is doubrful if they increafed where clothed and | 
fed badly. Heard where mafters were harih, they ; 
could not raife children, or but a few. 

Where matters were prudent, and kept themfelves , 

out of debt, negroes were hearty and ftrong: hence 

they got more work out of them than thofe who did 
not ule them fo well, and thefe were they who made | 
fortunes by planting. | 
A friend of his, Gabriel Manigault, Efq. inforaaa | 
him, that in 1737 he had on his eftate 86 negroes, Of | 
whom 12 or 14 were fuperannuated. The lane he 
replaced by others. With no more addition tham | 

this, they had increafed to. 270 about a year or two | 

before witnefs left the country. Mr. Manigault’s _ 

eftate (by purchafe) confifted of. about 18000 or 


19900 acres, 6000 of which were fettled, and 12000 
or 
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or 13000 not fo; for the latter he had taxes and quit 1791. 

_ rents to pay for many years till his fon came of Cio? Rl, Oita 
_to whom he then gave them. Notwithftanding this 

charge on the unimproved land, he always made in- 

tereft of his purchafe-money. Mr. M. was a man 

of humanity, and gave his flaves fufficient clothes, 

§| food, and accommodations. 

B) Inthe year 1739 there was a duty laid on the im- 

| portatation of flaves to Carolina, which amounted to 

§) a prohibition, and which continued to 1744. The 

f) purchafe of new negroes having involved the plan- 

#| ters greatly in debt, was the reafon why the legif- 

} lature laid it. 


Witnefs Examined—Jonn Crapuam, Efq. 


}} Was upwards of 20 years in Maryland. Negroes. 249. 
| Kept up their numbers there by propagation, and in- 
fi creafed, fo that the overplus in fome inftances were 
| fhipped to the W. Indies. Has known 100 fales, 
Bh) where proprietors have had too many for their ufe 
§) in confequence of increafe by propagation; yet they 
Bb) were not thought to be well treated, though better 
fb) than to the fouthward, and the climate was fubjeét to 
} great and fudden variety of heat and cold. 

Attempts were not frequent in Maryland to give 
religious inftruction to negroes, 


i 
>| 
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Witnefs Examined—Rosert Crew, Efq. 


Is a native of Virginia, and refided there till 

1783. Knew the ftate of the plantation flaves there. 

° Had fufficient clothing, and as much Indian mealP. 250. 

jas they could ufe, and were in general fupplied daily 

twith flefh, fifth, or fomething elfe added to their meal 

ior bread. 

Overfeers on large eftates fuperintended flaves, but 
| ie without 
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1791. without a whip, as a mafter on a {mall eftate, or a | 
“v—™_ bailiff would in this country. 


Negroes in Virginia increafed rapidly without im- 
portation, fo much fo, that it was a general opinion, 
that it was profitable to hold flaves on this account, 
exclufive of the profits of their labour. | 

Treatment was different on different eftates. Where} 
the mafter was involved and did not fuperintend his 
own eftate, his overfeers were directed to,make the 
oreateft poffible quantities of tobacco, to fupply his 
preffing neceffities. Here the flaves were ill ufed, 
worked exceffively hard, and were not fufficiently | 
fed. Where the proprietor was in good circum= | 
ftances, and could purfue his own intereft, they were 
not fo hard worked, and had better fupplies of food 
and clothing. 

This fevere fyftem in fome, though he thinks ne- 
ver fo fevere in any circumftances (with a few ex- 
ceptions) as to caufe a decreafe in their numbers, and 
indeed {mall profits of tobacco plantations could not | 
afford frefh fupplies, yet had the effe& certainly of | 
preventing their increafing fo faft as they otherwife 
would. Such a fyftem was deemed unprofitable. 

Spent a few months at Barbadoes and St. Croix, 
Was ftruck with the difference of the treatment of 
flaves there and in Virginia, A driver with a whip 
ftood over them while at work: they were nearly 
without clothing. Thefe were the obvious differ- 
ences. No knowledge of particulars. Thinks the 
ufe of the whip formed a difference in their treatment 
confiderably to the difadvantage of Weft Indian 
flaves. 

Thinks the culture of tobacco nearly as laborious 
as that of fugar; and the climate of Virginia is not 
fo favourable as ee of the Weft Indies, to African 
conftitutions, on account of the fevere cold of the 
winter. } 

Importation of African flaves into Virginia, has 
been generally difcontinued fince 1772. y 
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Witnefs examined,—Hercutes Ross, Efq. 


Refided chiefly in Jamaica, from 1761, to 1782, 
and occafionally in Hifpaniola. 


1791. 
erred 


Had occafion to be in every parifh of the Mand; P. 252. 


and to be acquainted with the ftate and treatment of 
flaves, which depends on circumftances: under a man 
of humanity, and where the numbers were equal 
to the work, they lived happy; it was difficult under 
one of a different defcription. 

It was not underftood they had Jegal redrefs apaintt 
owners or overfeers for ill ufage; nor againft others, 
unlefs the owner or manager ftood forward to proteét 
them. 


He had the mortification of feeing innumerablep 


 punifhments inflicted, many with feverity, and he 
_ fears, fome unjuftly. An uncommon one now occurs, 
though it was long ago, at Savanna la Mar. Hear- 
ing, from an inclofure, the cries of fome poor wretch 
under torture, he looked through, and faw a young 
_ female fufpended by the wrifts toa tree, {winging to 
| and fro; her toes could barely touch the ground, and 
her body exceedingly agitated. The fight rather 
confounded him, as there was no whipping, and the 
matter juft by, feemingly motionlefs; but on look- 
Ing more attentively, faw in his hand a ftick of fire, 
which he held fo as occafionally to touch her about 
her private parts as fhe fwung. He continued this 
torture with unmoved countenance, until the witnefs 
calling on him to defift, throwing ftones at him over 
the fence, {topped it., Thinks it right to fay, that 

On mentioning it on the bay, it was heard with uni- 
) verfal deteftation: the perpetrator was not a man of 

character: he was not brought to legal punifhment. 


- 253 


| Does not know that the law then extended to thep, 


punifhine whites for fuch aéts. 
Slaves in Kingfton, when flogged, were tied up by 
the wrifts; if on the wharfs to the crane-hook, with 
weights 
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179%. weights to their feet, and the crane wound up fo ‘as 
““r—~ to extend them greatly ; the whip was a cow-{fkin at 


firft, and then ebony bufhes, to take off the bruifed 
blood. A gaol was alfo a place of correction: in 
fact, every man’s premifes was a place of punifhment, 
if he chofe ; but the wharfs and gaol were ufed by 
fuch as did not choofe to difturb the neighbours with 
the flaves cries; but it was underftood that any: 
owner had a right to order fuch punifhments, with- 
out a magiftrate. | 

In his refidence in Jamaica, it became more clear- 
ed and improved, and of courfe healthier: the ftile 
of living, and manners of the whites, gradually im- 
proved, and extended a favourable influence to the 
{tate of the flaves. | 


P, 255. Negroes are as capable of labour in the Weft In- 


dies, as other people in climates congenial to them: 
that they are better adapted than whites to that cli- 
mate, is certain. Negroes on board fhips, fed on 
animal food as the whites, are capable of great exer- 
tions. In the laft war, on the expedition to Ste. 
Juan’s, government ordered a number of negroes to 
be collected, to eafe the military; they were chiefly 
culprits, many taken from gaols, whom the owners 
were glad to part with; though exhaufted by con- 
finement and low diet when fhipped, they returned 
almoft to a man, in health, and much improved in 
looks (having had rations with. the reft) while the 
whites, on that fervice, fuffered great ficknefs and 
deaths. 
greater body of negroes fent from Jamaica, to the 
fiege of the Havannah. 

As to flaves fuffering from the bad circumftances 
of owners, unable ta buy provifions, in fome in- 
ftances it may be the cafe, when from ftorms or other 
cafulties, ground provifions are injured. 

Slaves may be feized and fold for their owners — 
debts: whereby near relations are often feparated. 7 
In Kingfton and Spanifh town, they are confined in — | 
gaols till fold to the higheft bidders; fome of whom 

| may 


Something fimilar was the cafe with a 
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may be foreigners, and carry a part off the ifland: a 1791. 
hardfhip which often happens, and to which creoles Cl 
as well as Africans are fubject. eye 

Has often been at fales of Guinea cargoes. On 

the day advertifed by the agent, buyers attend a- 
board; at a given hour the fale is declared open, 
when each exerts himfelf to get firft among the flaves 
to have a good choice, and the whole of the healthy 
and likely ones, are often fold that day. There ufed 
to be in Kingfton many people who bought on fpecu- 
lation thofe left after the firft day’s fale, to carry them 
to the country, and retail them, or to fhip them off. 
Has often feen the very refufe landed and fent to 
vendue mafters in a very wretched {tate ; fometimes 
in the agonies of death, has known them expire in the 
piazza of the vendue mafter. Has feen them fold 
even as low as a dollar. 

Thinks the flave trade has been productive of great 
deftruétion to the human race, both blacks and 
whites; of which he could furnifh many inftances : 
one marked with peculiar circumftances of horror, 
was this. 

About 20 years ago, a fhip, with about 400 flaves 
ftruck ona fhoal, half a league from the Morant Keys, 

(3 {mall fandy iflands, 11 leagues S. S. E. from Ja- 
miaica) the officers and crew took to the boats with 
arms and provifions, and landed. At day light it was 
found that the flaves had got out of their irons, and 
were forming rafts, on which they placed the women 
and children, the men fwimming by the fide, whilft 
they drifted towards the little ifland where the crew 
had landed; who left the flaves fhould confume their 
provifions, came to the refolution to fire upon them, 
and actually killed from 3 to 400, Of the cargo, 
33 or 34 only were faved, which he faw fold at ven- 
due at Kingfton. The fhip, he thinks, was confign- 
ed toa Mr. Hugh Wallace, of St. Elizabeth’s parifh. 

As it is faid to be common when fhips are wreck- p, 259. 
ed, for the crew to break up the {pirit room and get . 
drunk, he is inclined to think the crew of the Gui- 

neaman 


144 W. InpriIes. Ross. 


1791. neaman muft have been drunk to have adopted fo 

tw horrid a refolution, without firft difpatching a boat 
to Jamaica (5 or 6 hours fail) for affiftance. But 
this is only conjecture, from a perfuafion that if they 
had aéted with common difcretion, there was no ne- 
ceffity for deftroying any of the flaves, 

Guinea fhips, leaving their feamen behind, was fo 
common as to have been a great nuifance and ex- 
penfe to the people at Kinefton, and oecafioned a 
law, obliging the matters of all fhips to give fecurity 
again{ft leaving any difabled feamen behind, or pro- 
vide for the charge of taking care of them. It was 
not uncommon for Guinea matters to fend on fhore 
a few hours before they failed, their lame, ulcerated, 
or fick feamen, leaving them to perifh. As to the 
Guinea trade being a nurfery for feameén, he has ever 

P. 260.confidered it the reverfe. | 

As to any compaffion between the ftate of Welt 
India flaves and the peafantry ‘of Great Britain, 
whatever others may think, he confiders it as an infult 
to common fenfe: the peafantry in this country are 
obliged to labour it is true; but there is no market 
for the fale of human beings, where men of all cha- 
racters may become buyers, and by the laws hold an 
abfolute right in the perfon purchafed. It is impoffi- 
ble to conceive a man fo degenerate, as not to prefer 
the feantieft morfel with freedom and independance, 
to the luxury enjoyed by the wealthieft flave on earth. 
A peafant here however poor, cannot be imprifoned 
for his mafter’s debts; nor purchafed without a legal 
difcuffion: he beholds his growing family with plea- 
fure, his induftry often enables him to give them fuch 
an education, as advances them in life, and puts it in 
their power to comfort his old age: the flave who has | 
reflection, views his offspring with very different feel- | 
ings; knowing them doomed to eternal flavery, and | 
ignorant of the character of thofe to whom they may 
hereafter belong. © - F 

Fis refidence in Jamaica for above twenty years of 

_ P. 261. the prime of his life, muft have given him as a 
a know- 
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fible to acquire. As to the information which ma 


of flaves, he thinks they could not. 


\ 
| 
i 


on their tours there; when, the eltates vifited (be- 


fuppofed under the beft management; befides that 
all poffisle care would be teen to keep every dif- 
| guiting obje& from view, and on no account, by the 

exercife of the whip or other punifhments, harrow up 
the feelings of ftrangers of fuch diftin@ion. 


abolition of the flave trade, he is at fome lofs tO ex- 
prefs himfelf; he thinks however, that as it would 
tend to prevent making new fettlements in the iflands, 
the produce of fugar not keeping pace with the in- 


courte the prefent eftates became more valuable: the 
value of the flaves would alfo be increafed and it 
would become more the owners intereft to attend to 
their health and population, 

| Finally, as the refult of his obfervations and mott 
ferious refleCtion, he hefitates not to fay, that the trade 
for flaves ought to be abolithed not only as contrary 
to found policy, but to the laws of God and nature; 


a jut knowledge of the extenfive mifery it occafions, 
every kingdom of Europe muft unite in calling on 
their legiflatures to abolifh the inhuman traffic. 
WThis is not a hafty, nor a new fentiment, formed on 
Whe prefent difcuffion, which has in no refpect in- 
Huenced his judgment. The fame opinion he publicly 
delivered feventeen years ago, in Kinegfton, ina {o- 
ciety formed of the firft characters of the place, on 
debating the following queftion (propofed he thinks, 


by the late Mr, Thomas Hibbert, who had been 40 
Numb, 4, 4h or 


| 
I 


He has often accompanied Governors and Admirals 


) loriging generally to perfons of diftinction) might be 


As to his opinion of the probable effets of theP. 


creafing demand for it, the price muf€ rife and of 


and were it poffible by the prefent inquiry to convey p. 


2 knowledge of the ftate of flaves there; as it is pof- 1791. 
ye Vw 
have been got by thofe holding high commands there 
he cannot fpeak decidedly; but if it is meant to know, 
whether fuch on occafional vifits to eftates, were like- 
ly to obtain a thorough knowledge of the treatment 
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1791. or 50 years the moft eminent Guinea factor there) 
wap « Whether the trade to Africa for flaves, was con- 


ce {tent with found policy, the laws of nature and 
‘© morality.” The difcuffion occupied feveral meet- 
ings, and at laft it was determined by a majority, that 
the trade to Africa for flaves was neither con- 
fftent with found policy, the laws of nature, nor 
morality. 

The chief ground on which the advocates for the 
flave trade refted their opinion (he thinks) was, that: 
God had formed fome of the human race, inferior to 
others, in intellect; gad that negroes appeared. to 
have been intended for flaves, or, to that purpofe. 

Has been in fome of the foreign Weft India iflands, 
sa N. America, and St. Domingo. The ftate of flaves 
feemed fimilar to that in Jamaica; in America he 
had but little opportunity for obfervation: but upon 
the whole, they appeared decenter in their manners 5 
more domefticated, and to have fome notions of 


religion. 


eT OR SS 


ae Os Aa 


The following Evidence is printed at full length, 
there not being time to abridge it. 


Witnefs examined—Tuomas Irvine, Efq. 


Does not your official fituation afford you a gene- 1791, 
ral view of the commerce of the Britifh empire, and ~~ 


of the relation of its feveral branches to each other, 
and particularly to Great Britain! 

The office of Infpector General of Imports and 
Exports, committed to my management, exhibits a 
ftate of the importations into,.and exportations from, 
Great Britain, and the Britifh Colonies and Iflands in 
America and the Weft Indies, and of all the revenues 


_ arifing from our commerce. Accounts are tranfmitted 


to the office, from the feveral ports of Great Britain 
and the colonics, of every afticle imported into, or 
exported from, fuch ports, diftinguifhing our trade 
with each refpective country, together (in as far as 
relates to our Colonies) with the number of veffels, 
their tonnage, and number of men employed in the 
trade. I am alfo annually furnifhed (extra-officially 
for a fpecial purpofe) by the Regifter General of 
Shipping, with a fimilar account of the number of 
veffels, their tonnage, and number of men, both 
Britifh and Foreign, which enter and clear in the 
ports of Great Britain. In a word, the Infpector 
General’s office, as it at prefent ftands, exhibits a 
complete view of the commerce, navigation, and 
commercial revenues of the Britifh empire, Ireland 
excepted. Jam the more particular in explaining 
the nature of the office, in order that it may appear 
from what fources I draw any information which I 
may have occafion to offer to the Committee, in the 
courfe of the fubfequent examination. 


Did you ever execute any other office, which af- 
forded you the means of acquiring a knowledge f 
ake the 


1791. the trade of the Britifh Colonies in America and the 
woyn Welt Indies? | 


In the year 1767 I was appointed Infpector General 
of the imports and exports of North America, and 
Regifter of Shipping, which offices I continued to 
execute until the year 1774, when I was appointed 
Receiver General of South Carolina, and a Member 
of the Council. 

This office of Infpeétor General and Regifter of 
Shipping in North America furnifhed me with the 
means of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the 
trade and navigation carried on between the conti- 
nental Colonies and the Britifh Weft India Iflands, 
and the books and papers of that office are ftill in 
my poffeffion, 

Have the Brittfh Weft India iflands, in their pre- 
fent ftate, the means, of furnifhing the fupply of 
fugar and rum that is’reGuifite for the confumption 
of Great Britain and her immediate dependencies ? 

The Britifh Weft India iflands produce annually a 
greater quantity of fugar and rum than is requifite 
for the confumption of Great Britain, her immediate 
dependencies, and the kingdom of Ireland. In tefti- 
mony of this fact I beg leave to lay before the Com- 
mittee the paper which I now hold in my hand, 
containing an account of the quantity of Britith 
plantation fugar imported into, and exported from, 
Great Britain, in the years 1772, 1773, 1774, and 
1775, and in the years 1787, 1788, 1789, and 17490. 
I have felected thofe years as exhibiting the faireft 
{tate of the produce of the fugar colonies; for in 
the year 1776, our trade began to meet with many 
interruptions from the war which was then become 
general on the continent of America: and I am of 
opinion, that the iflands did not recover the fhock 
which they had fuftained by capture, and other con- 
fequences of war, fooner than about the year 1787. 
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Do you think that the extention of the Weft India 


dencies with the principal articles of Weft India 
produce, would materially promote the intereft of 
the Britifh empire? 

This queftion is of a very extenfive nature, and is 
involved in a variety of objects and confiderations, 
commercial and political, which I am afraid I am 
incompetent to offer an opinion upon; more efpeci- 
ally in the prefent debilitated ftate of my health, 
having only lately recovered from a dangerous illnefs. 


The Committee informed Mr, Irving, that they 
did not wifh that he fhould, in anfwering 
this, or any other queftion, make exertions 
to the prejudice of his health, and that he 
would therefore confine himfelf to fuch faéts 
and opinions as fhall readily occur to him. 


The Witnefs then proceeded as follows: 


The extenfion of the culture of the Britifh W. India 
iflands, beyond that degree that is requifite for fup- 
plying Great Britain and her immediate dependencies 
with the principal articles of Weft India produce, 
does not appear to me likely to promote the intereft 
of the Britifh empire; and in fupport of this opinion, 
I beg leave to offer the following reafons: 

The Weft India iflands have been fettled upon a 
fyftem very different from the Britifh Continental 
Colonies (now a part of the States of America). I 
allude to the colonies which are cultivated chiefly by 
flaves; namely, the tobacco, and rice, and indigo 
colonies. ‘The fettlement of thefe colonies was un- 
dertaken upon fmall ‘capitals, and the increafe of 
their wealth arofe almoft wholly out of the growing 
profits of the induftry of the proprietors; whereas 
our iflands in the Weft Indies have, agreeable to the 
fyftem hitherto purfued, been fettled and see 
dy 


149 
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plantations beyond the degree that is requifite for “~~ 
_ fupplying Great Britain, and her immediate depen- 


e 
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1791. by means of large capitals drawn from the mother 
te country. The Ceded Iflands were almoft entirely 
fettled with the Britifh capitals ; and/in the ifland of — 
Jamaica large fums of money have from time to time 
been borrowed from this country upon mortgage, 
in order to extend the cultivation of that ifland. 
Thus a capital to a great amount, which might have 
been employed in carrying on and extending the 
manufactures, the commerce, and agriculture of 
Great Britain, has been transferred from hence to 
the moft vulnerable part of the empire; and there 
invefted in purfuits which do not appear to me to 
have been produttive of a profit to the proprietor, 
or of advantages to the public, in any degree’ade- 
quate to the precarious fituation in which fuch pro- 
perty ftands, from the contingencies of climate, the 
fate of war, &c. For although the planter refident 
on the fpot will moft likely abide by his property 
whatever change of government he may be fubjected 
to, yet the lofs of an ifland by capture is acomplete 
lofs of fo much capital to the empire. Notwith- 
{tanding our general fuperiority at fea, the precarious 
tenure on which we hold our colonial poffeffions was 
fufficiently evinced in the courfe of laft war. Thir- 
teen great provinces feparated themfelves for ever 
from the empire, whereby property to the amount of 
many millions was loft to the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, and her adherents. ‘The provinces of Eaft -— 
and Weit Florida, and the ifland of Tobago, were 
ceded to Spain and France; and the iflands of St. 
Kitts, Nevis, Montferrat, St. Vincents, Dominica, 
and Grenada, were all captured, but reftored at the 
peace. 4 
But befides the reafons already offered—the impo- 
licy of extending the cultivation of the Weft India 
iflands beyond the degree ftated in the queftion, is 
in my humble opinion ftrongly marked by fome 
further confiderations. | . 
Notwithitanding whatever may be the difference 
between the Britifh and Foreign fugars at preleiaay | 
, | or 
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_of the rates of value for the office. 
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for thefe two or three years paft, fince the difturb- 
ances in France began to convulfe her colonies; yet 
if we take a comparative view of the difference 
between the price of Britifh and Foreign fugars, even 
in a period the moft favourable to the Britifh iflands, 
namely, before laft war, when they received a com- 
plete fupply of lumber and provifions from the con- 
tinent of America, it will be found that the French 
fugars were fold by the planters from 20 to 30 per 
cent. cheaper than the Britifh fugars could be pur- 
chafed in our iflands. This fact I {tate from the in- 
formation which I received time after time from the 
merchants and others concerned in the trade between 
America and the Weft Indies, when I executed the 
office of Infpector General of the Imports and Ex- 
ports of North America; and I was the more mi- 
nute in my inquiries, as the acquiring information 
of the prices of the feveral commodities imported 
into and exported from America formed a part of 
my duty, in order to enable me to eftablifh a table 
But as a further 
teftimony of the Foreign fugars being materially 
cheaper than the Britifh, I take the liberty of pre- 
fenting an account of the quantity of Britifh and 


| Foreign fugars, diftinguifhing each, imported into 


our colonies in North America, in the years 1769, 
1770, 1771, and 1772. The Committee will perceive 
by this account, that the difference between the 
quantity of Britifh, and of Foreign fug.ss imported, 
was not very confiderable, notwithftanding that the 
Foreign fugars were clandeftinely obtained in the 
French iflands by our traders, which enhanced the 
price in proportion to the rifque, and were alfo fub- 
ject to a duty of 5s. per cwt. on importation into 
America: nor were our traders by any means under 


| the neceffity of taking thefe foreign fugars in ex- 
| change for merchandize; for they were chiefly pur- 


-chafed with cafh which they received for their lumber 
and provifions fold in our iflands. Iam the more 
particular in ftating the difference of the prices be- 
| U 2 tween 
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tween the Britith and Foreign fugars, becaufe I cons 
ceive it is amaxim thoroughly eftablifhed in national 
commerce, that it is unwife to pufh forward by means 
of monopolies, reftrictive regulations, or bounties, 
any branch of commerce or manufactures, which 
cannot be carried on, after a fair trial, within 15 per 
cent. of the prices of other rival countries: and Iam 
of opinion that this obfervation will ftriétly apply 
even to thofe branches of commerce from which the 
nation is fuppofed to derive the createft political 
advantages from the {malleft capital employed, 
namely, our fifheries. 

The money expended upon Weft India eftates is in 
general far from yielding a profitable return, and in this 
opinion I am fupported by the teftimony of fome of 
the beft informed gentlemen conneéted with the Weft 
Indies, particulary the agent for Jamaica, who ftates, 
in his examination before the Privy Council, that the 
planters throughout that ifland do not make more 
than four per cent. upon their capital; and the agent 
of Barbadoes gave it as his opinion, * That after 
«© payment of expenfes and plantation loffes, even a 
good crop does not leave the owner more, or fo 
much as fix per cent. the intereft of the ifland, on 
his capital.” Befides the return to the proprietor, 
the publick certainly derives a confiderable profit 
from the freight of the fugars, and the commiffion 
paid to the merchants of this kingdom. This latter 
circumftance 1 perceive is upon all occafions ftronely 
urged by gentlemen connected with the Weft Indies ; 
but the fame national profit and political advantages 
appear to me to apply lefs or more to every other 
branch of our foreign commerce, and in many in- 
frances to our internal manufactures. Indeed, the 
teltimony of the Weft India gentlemen, which ftates, 
that the capital invefted in the Weft India eftates is 
far from yielding a profitable return, is ftrongly con- 
firmed by the account which 1 now beg leave to lay 
before the committee. By this account it appears 
that the principal article cultivated in the Welt Indies 
| a oh has, 


An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Sugars, being Britifh Plantation Produce, imported into Great Britain in the following 


Average of the Annual Pro- 
duce of the fir Period, 
Cwts, qrs. Ib: 

1,891,642 % o — 


Average of the Annual Pro- 
duce of the laft Period, 
Cowes, > qr. olbs 

1,952,262 — — 


Increafe in the laft Period. 
wtre< gre. 1b; 


60,620 — —equalte 
about 4,040 Hogfheads, 


Years; diftinguifhing each Year, and each Ifland from whence imported. 


110,911 
265,705 
202,079 
150575955 


qrs. lbs 
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1772. 
Cwts. qs. lbs 
Antigua - -| 115,364 1 23 
Anguilla - - — —_ 
Barbadoes -| 141,341 1 3 
Dominica’ -| 10,370 2 8 
Grenada -, -| 198,362 2 § 
‘Jamaica - -| 874,560 1 20 
Bez ieites =) 220.716 2 14 
Wevis’-" = =| 63,125 1, 26 
Montferrat - 58,008 2 — 
St. Vincent -}| 55,909 1 18 
Tortola - -| 34,660 ~— 3 
Tobago - -| 13,625 2 21 
Total - {1,786,045 — 


111,762,387 3 15|2,015,911 


eee 


‘1774: 
ee en. 
Cwts. qrs. lbs. 


230015, § 23 
139,564 1 3 
530464 2 12 
185,542 — 10 
94773 11 
212,267 Is 
63,408 — 9 


475599 3 9 
6977 — 17 
333962 3 4 


27,045 2 24 


199,824, 
995 2387 
206,049 
50,488 


a 


1787. 


Cwts. 
2545575 
2,129 
130,242 
58,665 
172,880 
824,706 
2315397 
729475 
352249 


qrs. 


I 
2 
I 
a 
2 
I 
3 
I 
I 


1 15|2,002,224 3 8]1,926,121 — 
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312,065,700 — 12/1,935,223 
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1788. 1789. 1790. 
lbs Cwts qrs. Ibs.) ( Cwts:  —_qrs.. Ibs. Cwts.  qis, lbs. 
18) 181,813 2 —{| 144,204 — 11] 65,022 1 26 
16 Mereacy fie eae 2,150 z 18 
16] 110,955 — 19 972389 2 27) 113,038 3 25 
21] 47,610 1 24) 34,709 3 5] 50,036 — 23 
Q| 2939783. — 25] 164,338 3 of 191,62¢ 1 G 
T5/15124,017 — 44/1,236,603 4 2711,185,519 2 7 
12} 187,379 1 25) 895755 1% 23) 113,379 1 16 
11} 30,050 4 4) 28,151 3 —| 35,467 3 1 
10} 25,113 — 13] 25,089 2 16) 19,186 3 24 
27| 96,735 2 24| 81,283 — 18] 76,747 2 £ 
6] 845513 3 22] 33704 — 23] 29,830 1 14 


Z 21/1,882,005 — 17 
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has, in point of quantity, been in a great meafure fta- 
tionary for thefe twenty years, and yet there is no 
part of the empire in which property ftands in a more 
favoured footing. Prohibitory laws were early made 
tending to force the confumption of Weft India pro- 
duce upon the inhabitants of Great Britain, and the 
other fubjecéts of the empire, whereby the proprietors 
of the iflands obtained (and {till retain) a complete 
monopoly of our markets at a very confiderable ex- 
penfe to the Britifh confumer, as appears by the dif- 
ference of the prices between the Britifh and the fo- 
reion iflands. 

In our colonies in America, in order to encourage 
our iflands, the ufe of foreign rum is abfolutely pro- 
hibited, foreign coffee is fubject to a duty of two 
pounds nineteen fhillings per cwt. whilft Britith is 
chargeable with a duty of jeven fhillings; and foreign 
fugars, as | have already mentioned, pay a duty on 


‘importation into the continent of five fhillings pe 


cwt. and into this kingdom one pound feven fhillings 
and twopence, which ts fourteen shillings and tenpence 
per cwt. more than the Britifh fugars. The whoie 
duties impofed upon Britith fugars are drawn back 
upon exportation, and refined fugars are entitled to 
a bounty, when exported, of twenty-fix fhillings per 
ewt. which exceeds the duty collected upon the raw 
material three or four fhillings. In order to give 
the planters a more extenfive market for the fale of 
their prcduce, fugars were, by the 12th of Geo. Il. 
taken out of the lift of enumerated commodities, and 
the exportation of them permitted to all parts fouth 
of Cape Finifterre, in Europe. 

The evidence upon the part of the Weft India 
planters, before the Committee of Privy Council, ftate 
many natural advantages which the foreign iflands 
poffefs, as reafons*why our iflands will never be able 
to enter into a competition in point of price with 
the foreign plantations. 

For thofe, and the reafons which I have had ‘the 
honour upon this occafion of fubmitting to the Com- 

| mittee, 
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3791. mittee, I am of opinion, that however juft and pro~ 
A a per it may be to encourage our own iflands to the 


extent of fupplying ourfelves, and thereby doing 
that juftice to the proprietors of eftates there which 
they confider themfelves entitled to; yet the extenfion 
of the cultivation of thofe iflands beyond that degree 
that is requifite for fupplying Great Britain and her 
immediate dependencies, with the principal articles 
of their produce, is by no means likely to promote 
the interefts of the empire; becaufe from the great 
difparity of price between the Britifh and Foreign 
fugars, the former cannot be made an object of ex- 
port by any other means than by that deftructive 
fyftem of policy which has been too much adopted 
in fome other branches of our commerce, namely, 
the granting of bounties out of the Exchequer, in 
order to enable the Britifh exporter to ftand the 
competition of prices in the foreign market. It is 
a dangerous principle to force commerce and manu- 
fa@tures like fruit raifed on a hot bed. In fuch 
cafes, the capital and the induftry of the individual 
are too often drawn from objects of profit, to purfuits 
which can only be carried on by the aid of the na- 
tional purfe. 


Do_ you think, that by a proper attention to the 
breeding of flaves in the Britifh Weft India iflands, — 
fuch a number of flaves may be obtained and kept 
up, without the aid of importation from Africa, as 
will be fufficient to raile the Weft India produce that 
is requifite for the fupply of Great Britain and her 
immediate dependencies? — 

I have long been of opinion, that by proper atten- 
tion to the breeding of flaves, the ftock might be 
kept up in the Britith Wetlt reek iNtands, without the 
aid of importation from Africa. I beg leave, how- 
ever, to be underftood, that this meafure is not like- 
ly, in my judgment, to be effected by putting an 
immediate {top to the importations, but by ad pting 
fuca 
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fuch a fyftem of policy as will gradually do away 
the neceffity for importation. . 

Prior to the late war, the provifions for feeding the 
flaves were chiefly imported trom North America, the 
attention of the planters being almoft wholly direéted 
to what is called the crop, namely, fugars, &c. and as 
thefe provifions were bought at a confiderable expente, 
the planters did not confider it their intereft to encon. 
rage the breeding of flaves at the expenfe of feeding 
them ten or twelve years before they were capable, 
by the produce of their labour in the cane walks, to 
fupport themfelves. Hence grown flaves, whofe 
labour can be brought into immediate effect, were, 
and itill continue to be, imported from the coaft of 
Africa; and of thefe a greater proportion of males 
than females. 

It a different fyftem of policy were adopted with 
refpect to the cultivation of the plantations in the 
Weft Indies, and which fyftem I have many reafons 
for thinking would be attended with advantage to 
the planters themfelves: I am perfuaded a fufficient 
number of flaves might be bred at leaft to keep up 
the prefent ftock; I allude to the cultivating of a 
proportion of land fufficient to fupply the negroes 


| with provifions, in which the little flaves, from feven 


years old and upwards, might be ufeful. In that 
part of America where I was refident, and which was 


| cultivated as much by negroes as the Weft Indies, 


Ti 
i} 


| 


the breeding of flaves was confidered fo advantageous, 
that the planter generally valued a child on the day 
of its birth at five pounds, The prevailing opinion, 
to the beft of my recollection, in South Carolina, at 
that time was, that the increafed population of flaves 
by birth was from two to ten per cent. and yet:the 


climate of Carolina, particularly of the rice planta- 


tions, is, I believe, more hoftile to the human con- 
ftitution than any part of the Wett Indies. 


| In order gradually to check the importation of 


negroes from the coait of Africa, I would fubmit that 
a flight duty, in the firft inftance, fhould be laid ae 
al 


15% 
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i7gt, all flaves imported; the duty impofed on males te 
w. be confiderably higher than upon females ; or per- 


haps that the latter fhould for a time be imported 
free; and that the rate of this duty fhould be pro- 
reflively increafed as the means fhould be provided 
of fupplying the deficiency which this check would 
give to the importation, And in order to encourage 
the raifing of plantation born flaves, and cultivating 
rovifions for their fupport, which latter circumftance 
1 confider to be materially conneéted with the breed- 
ing of the negroes, I would propof that the produce 
of the duties collected upon flaves imported trom the 
eoaft of Africa fhould be applied as bounties for 
promoting! the above purpoles. The raifing of pro- 
vifions in fome of the iflands, would, no doubt, be 
lefs advantageous than others; but I am of opinion, 
that the cultivation of a fufficient quantity for the 
ufe of the flaves would be profitable and politick. 
Anterior to the late war, the negroes in the Weit Indies 
depended in a great degree tor their fupply of food 
on the continent of America. When the difturbances 
broke out, this fource of fupply was at once cut off, 
and the importations from Europe, through captures 
at fea and other caufes, were rendered very precari- 
ous. The planters, thus impelled by neceffity, were 
obliged to deviate from their former fyftem, and to ~ 
turn their attention more towards raifing provifign 
upon their own eftates. The good effects of this 
lan has been fo forcibly felt, that the importation » 
of Indian corn, which may emphatically be ftiled the ~ 
bread of life, with refpect to the food of the flaves, 
is reduced from about 600,000 bufhels, the quan- 
tity annually imported before the war, to fomewhat 
under 300,000 bufhels, the medium importation of the 
laft three years; and peafe, &c. in a fimilar propor- 
tion. Ina political fenfe, 1 conceive that no coun=— 
try capable of producing corn to feed itfelf, ought — 
to be dependent upon any other for any article which — 
it cannet do without, even for a day. 
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W. Inpres.—AMERICA, IRVING: 


If the Britifh Weft India iflands fhould in future 1791. 
raife a quantity of provifions fufficient to feed the ~~ 


flaves, in what manner do you think the planters 
would be enabled to difpofe of that part of their 
rum and molafies, which is at prefent fuppofed to be 
applied to the purchafing of provifions ! 

Before I reply to this queftion, I beg leave to lay 
before the Committee an account of the quantity of 
rum and moelaffes exported from the Britith Weft 
India iflands, to all parts, for the three years pre- 
ceding the sth of January, 1790, which is the lateft 


+} pertod to which the account can be made up. 


The quantity of provifions fuitable for feeding of 
the flaves raifed in the Britifh Colonies in North 


America is very inconfiderable, and the barrelled 


mackrel and other fifh exported from thofe Colonies 
to the Weft Indies, would almoft in any event be 
in demand, more efpecially as it is now fufficiently 
proved, that the produce of the Britifh Herring 
Fifhery is far from being equal to the demand of our 
iflands. The Continental Colonies would, therefore, 
be very little affected by any change of fyftem in 
raifing provifions for the negroes in the Weft Indies ; 
and fo far from its being probable that the demand 
for rum in thefe Colonies is likely to be leffened in 
future, I am of opinion that the confumption will 
increafe in proportion to the growing population of 
the country. 

By the account which I have juft now laid before 
the Committee, it appears that upon.a medium of 
three years, about 1,500,000 gallons of rum have 
been taken off by the fubjects of the United States ; 
which rum, including the freight, as it can be only 
imported in Britifh bottoms, may be valued at about 
3s. 3d. fterling per gallon in America; the total value 
at that rate would be £.243,750. ‘This fum is by no 
mieans more than equal to the purchaling of lumber, 
flour, and other articles which have little or no con- 
nection with the food of the flaves. In a long exa- 


\| mination which I underwent before the Lords of the 


x 2 Committee 
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1791. Committee of Privy Council, in the year 1784) © 
~—v~ relating to° the Opening an intercourfe between the © 


States of America and the Britifh Weft Indies, I had 
occafion to look very minutely into the nature and 
value of the articles which the Weft Indies receive 
from the States, and into thofe which the States take 
in return from the iflands, and it then appeared to 
me, (and nothing has fince occurred to alter my 
opinion) that the Weft India planters will always find 
a fufficient demand for their rum. 

The quantity of melaffes exported from our iflands 
is too inconfiderable to merit notice. 


If a fufficiency of flaves for the culture of the 
Britifh Weft India fettlements fhould be raifed 
within thofe fettlements, do you think that the di- 
minution of Britifh exports to Africa, which may 
be the confequence of fuch a change, would be 
materially prejudicial to the manufacturing interefts 
of Great Britain? | | 

I feel more diffidence in anfwering this queftion 
than any of the preceding, as nothing is more diffi- 
cult to forefee than the confequences that may arife 
from any alteration of fyftem in a trade long eftab- 
hifhed. Cafting, however, a retrofpective eye to the 
effect which the changes in other branches of our 
commerce have undergone in the courfe of public 
events, and comparing the probable confequences 
which may take place in the cafe in queftion, by 
thofe which experience has afforded an opportunity 


of determining upon, I fhall fubmit fuch ideas as 


occur to my weak judgment, as to the tendency that 
a probable diminution of the Britifh exports to the 
Coaft of Africa, in confequence of the change pro- 
pofed, is likely to have on the manufacturing in- 
terefts of this kingdom. | 

The medium valve of the Britifh manufactures 
exported to Africa, chiefly for the purpofe of pur- 


chafing flaves, amounts to about £.400,000 a year, 


agreeable to the rates of value in the Infpector Ge- 
neral’s 
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neral’s books; but I mention with regret, that from 


the loofe manner in which the entries of free goods —\~~ 


are made in the Cuftom-houfe, the Infpector Gene- 
ral’s value of fuch goods is not abfolutely to be re- 
lied upon, and therefore the value of the exports to 
Africa may have been lefs or more; however, the 
Committee will pleafe to obferve, that in the 
£.400,000, I include the value of the goods ex- 
changed for gold duft, ivory, cam and redwood, 
sum, drugs, &c. imported from Africa, either di- 
rectly into Great Britain, or through the circuitous 
paffage of the Weft Indies. 

An immediate ftop being put to our exports to 
Africa, would doubtlefs be felc in a very confiderable 
degree by thofe artificers, who are at prefent em- 
ployed in manufacturing goods for that branch of 
our export trade; becaule they would find the chan- 
nels through which their induftry paffed to a market 
fhut up before they had time to turn their attention, 
labour, and capital to other purfuits, It was not lefs 
with a view to this object, than to the confequences 
which the planters in the Weft Indies might ex- 
perience by their being at once deprived of their 
ufual fupply of flaves, that I took the liberty of 
fugeefting the crude ideas offered in my anfwer to 
the preceding queftion. 

In cafes of war breaking out, and being of long 
continuance with countries with which we had been 
in habits of carrying on commercial intercourle, tem- 
porary inconveniences are doubtlefs experienced, but 
not to the extent which theoretical reafoning would 
induce us to imagine. The enterprife of our mer- 
chants foon difcovers frefh means of vending the pro- 
duce of the labour of our manufacturers. The fupe- 
rior capital, ingenuity, induftry, and integrity of the 
Britith artificer, will ever command a market for the 
produce of his induftry. The late revolution in 
America, affords ftriking proofs of the juftice of this 
obfervation. With the independence of thefe ftates, 
it was very generally apprehended, that Great cate 
ea wou 
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1791. would alfo lofe the benefit of their commerce; but 
“wv experience has proved the fallacy of that opinion, 
The exports of our native manufactures to that part. 
of the world, inftead of being leffened fince the fe- 
paration of the two countries, are increafed; and asa 
proof of the delufion of the idea, that the employ- 
ment of the capital of this country has for fome time. 
paft been at its ne plus ultra, I beg leave to inform 
the Committee, that the value of Britith manufac- 
fures exported from this country of late, exceeds that 
of the moft flourifhing period before the late war, 
when the laws of trade confined thofe colonies, which 
now conititute the American States, in their fupply 
of merchandize to Great Britain, the fum of upwards 
of £2,500,000 annually; and that our fhipping has 
alfo increafed between two and three hundred thou- | 
fand tons, over that which the empire poffeffed when 
the American States formed a part of its dominions. 
Nor has this great increafe of trade kod navigation 
arifen from any fpecial or temporary caufe, for it 
will appear by the books of my office, that the value 
of our exports has been gradually increafing every 
year fince the late war. 

For the facts and reafons which I have thus fet 
forth, Iam under no apprehenfions that a gradual 
check to the importation of flaves would materially 
alfect the manufacturing interefts of this country. 


SS 


Do you not know the price of fugars has doubled 
in Great Britain within the laft eighteen years ? 

I believe the price of fugars in Great Britain is 
very confiderably increafed within the laft eighteen 
years; but to what amount! am not prepared to give 
an anfwer. A confiderable addition has been made 
within that period, to the rate of duties upon fugars, 
which will confequently increafe the price; and I 
am inclined to think, that the prices at prefent, and 
for two or three years patt, have been materially af- 
fected, as I have already obferved, by the difturbances 
in the French iflands, 


Do 
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Do you not think, if a more ample fupply of fu- 
gar were fent from the Weft Indies to Great Britain, 
that the price in the home market would decreafe ? 

I have already informed the Committee, that the 
Britifh Weft India iflands, in their prefent fituation, 
raife a quantity of fugar more than adequate to the 
confumption of the whole Britifh empire. If the 
quantity of fugars in the -Britifh Weit india iflands 
were confiderably increafed, fuch increafe might pro- 
bably have fome. effect in lowering the prices to the 
Britifh confumer; but the natural confequence muft 
be a diminution in the price to the Weft India plant- 
er, which would tend greatly to difcourage him in 
the extenfion of his plantation. 


Do you not believe, that the confumption of fu- 
ear, and confequently the revenue arifing from that 
article, would increafe very confiderably if the prices 
were lower? 

I conceive I have already anfwered this queftion. 


«? Should any errors have crept into the foregoing 

Work, it is hoped they will be candidly at- 

tributed to their true caufe—the want of 
time to correct the prefs. 


if 


i) 
i 
! 
¥ 
{ 


r 


: See - a ~“e = e 
™ 
Ss) 
a 
’ 
| ceed aaG RR SSH Se ————— a ae — — SEER = —-- = — = — ~ a moe — 
-oS : - == ae rere a or RT, i! Ae biclong ae ' nis i " = 


